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; SERMON Nel 43 
S | PREACHED ||: 


UPON 


SEVERAL OCCASIONS, 


od. 4 


BY 11-5 
ISAAC BARROW,DD.||- 


lace Maſter of Trinity Colledge in 


Cambridge, and one of His MAJESTIE's|| - 
Chaplains in Ordinary. | 


T be Second Fadition. 
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Printed for Brabazor Aylmer, at the Three 


Pigeons over againſt the Royal Ex- 
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I To the Right Honourable, 
Lord F I N C H, Baron of Da- 
zentry,, Lord High Chancellour of 

ENGLAND, and One of 


His MAJESTIE's moſt Ho 
fiourable Ptivy Counct!1. 


_ MyLoxy, ; 
I 7ake the boldneſs to preſent your Lord 
ſhip with ſome of the Firſt-fruits of my de- 
ceaſed Son's Studies in Divinity. \ And ſince 
it hath pleaſed God; to my unſpeakable grief 
and loſs, to deprive me of ſo great a bleſſing, © 
and comfort of my old age ; it is no ſmall mi- 
tigation of my ſorrow, that whilſt he liv/d, 
he was not unprofitable to the world , and 
that now he is dead, he hath left thoſe mo-= 
numents of his piety and learning behind him, 
which 1 amtold are generally thought not 

unwortby to be imparted to the publick, 

iftheſe Sermons be ſuch, 1 have no cauſe 
| A 2. to 


- 


b The Epiſtle Dedicatory, *, WM 
* todoubt but they will eaſily obtain your Lord. | 
| ſhip's Patronage who'are fo keowh-a Favou-' 
 -rer of all that 15 vertuous and worthy, eſpe. 
| cially of Religion and the Miniſters #4 Of 
* which I bad particular experience yon the 
death of my good Sun, when your Lordfbip 
ras pleaſed, with ſo much humanity and con- 
deſcenſion, to ſend to comfort me under that 
| ſad boſs, and to expreſs your own reſentment 
07 tt. | 
F But what-ever theſe Sermons be, ſince [ 
have no other way to acknowledge my great 
obligations to your Lordſhip upon all occaſi- 
- ons, 4 bopeyour Lordſhip will pleaſe favou- 
rably to accept of this, how ſmall ſoever, yet 
fancere teſtimony of my dutifull reſpefts and 
gratitude, 1 am, 


My Lo n D, 
' -\ Your Lordſhip's moſt obliged 


and moſt obedient Servant, 


T bomas Barrow. 
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wr? THE 
PUBLISHER 


TO 


THE READER. 


FVHE Anthour of the following 
| SERMONS was fo publick- 
ly known, and fo bighly eſtee- 
med by all Learned and G men , 
that nothing either needs or can be ſaid 
more to his advantage. Not but that I 
think it very fit, that the Picture of this 
truly-great Man ſhould be drawn at full 
length, for the knowledge and imitati- 
on of poſterity ; and it will, I hope, 
be done hereafter by ſome more skit- 
full hand : However, I ſhall not within 
the narrow limits of a Preface, fo much 
as attempt the Character of him ; of 
whom, either not a little , or nothing 
at all ought to be ſaid. 
 Andthe Sermons themſelves do as lit- 
tle need commendation, as the Axthorr 5 
| A 3 their 


The Publiſher to the Reader, 
- their -own excellency and eloquence 
will praiſe them beſt. 1'ſhall therefore 
onely advertiſe the Reader of ſome few 
things concerning them. | 

e Deſign of the Five firlt is, to 
recommend Religion to our elteem and 
praQice, frotn'the conſideration of the 
manifold excellencics and advantages of 
tt. The Foxr next do treat of the two 
great Duties; of Religion, and parts 'of 
Divine Worfhip; Prayer and 'Thanksdi- 
©ing; and contain likewiſe a very pow- 
erfull perſuaſive to the praQtice of them.. 
The Three laſt were preach'dupon three 
folemn Occaſions : The Firſ# of them 
upon the 29. of May, 1676. the Anni- 
verlary of HSM AJESTIESs happy 
Reſtoration + The Second upon the 5. of 

ovember, 1675. in commemoration of 

our great Deliverance frotn the Powder- 
Treaſon : both in the year of his Vice- 
Chancellourſhip : The Laſt at the Conſe- 
- cration of the Biſhop of May, (the now 
Lord Biſhop of S. Aſaph, ) his Uncle 5 
in which he pleads for the due Reſpect 
and Revenue of the Clergy with fo 
much modeſty , and yet with'ſo great 
force of reaſon and eloquence, that the 
whole Profeſſion may juſtly think them- 
ſelves for ever indebted ts him, . 


The Pablifher to the Reader, 
 Some,of theſe Serwores were the very 
| ' a that he made 3 by which we may 

* judge with what prepazatigf)and furnts 
' ture he entred uponthis Sacred employs 
© ment,. The. firſt of them was, cath 
| S. Mary's 1n ambridge,: June 30, TE6K 
and was, Ithink, the fv{t, that he ever 
-Prevs Mo ;Thaſe tw excellent Sermons 
hat nhegiving, nw | as I am inform'd, 
iN NEXT TRE fourthg order, was the 
firſt that he preach'd before the King's 
Majeſty. In the placing of them as they 
now ſtand, I had very little regard to 
'the order of Time, but rather to ſome 
{:nall reaſon taken from the Subject mat- 
ter of them, nat worth the mentioning3 
any reaſon almoſt being good enough 
in a matter ſo indifferent, and where 
none is neceſlary. 
Beſides theſe, the Authorr hath left 
other excellent Sermons, upon the 
fiſt important and uſefull Subje&s in 
Divinity; particularly , upon ail the 
Articles of the Creed ; and ſeveral other 
very learned Diſcourſes and Treatiſes , 
Theological and Mathematical ; which 
may, God willing, in convenient time 
be communicated to the ablick, to the 
eat advantage and erance of Re- 
lei on and Learning, | 
tg 


Th Publiſhers to ;ods Reba. 


he vive, I'hchreily* 
wen thele Sb-a-"+ to thy * x75 


vines; of 

Piety and Goodneſs , that he pe 
either be a' perfeQly-good , 'Qr- {ey} | 
ouſly-bad man , can reade them 
ver Withiur' _ the c better for thet 
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THE | 
| SERMON JI. | 
. Prov. 3. 17. 
Her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all 
her paths. are peace. © Page I. 
SERM. IL and1II, 
r 17m: 4.8. 
—— But Godlineſs is profitable for all 
+ Page 34, 72» 
| SERMON IV. 
| 1 $4. 2+ JO. 


| | For them that honour me, I will honour. 


Page 116. 
SERMON V. 


Prov. 10. 9. 


that walketh aprightly well farel;. 
| yy e 161. 
\S R M. 


« 


- The Contents. 
S$SERM. VI.and VII. 


I Theſſ. $. 17. 
Pray without ceaſing. Page 195, 223; 


SE RM, VIIL and IX. 
Epbeſ. 5.20. 


Giving thanks always for all things unta 
God. Page 258, 297, 


SE R M. X. Qn May 29. 
I Tim. 2. 1, 2 
Texhort therefore , that firſt of all ſuppli- 


cations, prayers, interceſſions, and gi-. 
We of thanks be made for all men : 
For Kings, and fe all that are in autho- 
rity. "Page 348. 
'SERM. xl On Novemb. 5s 
P/al. 64+ 9, IO. 


| And all men ſhall fear , and ſhall declare 
' the work of Gag for they ſhall wiſe- 
ly conſeder of his doing, 
The righteow Bal be glad in the Lord , 
'" and "foul truſt in bs» ; and all the up- 
right in beart ſhall glory. 2 fo | 


The Contents, 


SERM. XII. At the Confecration 
of the Biſhop of Mar, ( the now 
Lord Biſhop of S. Aſaph.) 


F: P/al. 132.16. 
. 1 will alſg cloath her Prieffs with ſabpa- 
% ” / Page 4h, 


tow, 
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mons preache 
ſeveral Occaſi 10ns, by Doc- 


tour Barrow, ) 


IMPRIMATUR. 


Geor. Hooper , R®o Dns 
Dno Gzberto, Archiep. 
Cant. a Sacris Domelti- 
cis, 


The Firſt Sermon. ' 
PROV. 3. 17. 


Her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and a 
her paths are peace. 


H E meaning of thefe words 
ſcemsplain and obvious, and to 


need little explication. . Her 
ways, that is ,- the ways of Wiſedom. 
What this Wiſedom js, I ſhall not un- 
dertake accurately todeſcribe. Briefly, 


I underſtand by it, An habitual skill or - 


faculty of judging aright about matters 
of practice, I chufing according to 
that right judgment , and conforming 
the ations to fuch good' choice, - Ways 
and — in Scripture-diale&-are the 
courſes and manners of ation. For do- 
ing there is commonly called walking 3 
and the methods of doing are the ways 
in which we walk. - By pleaſentneſs 
may be meant the joy and*delight ac- 
* Companying; and by jo the _— 
Nh an 


_— The Firſt Sermon, 


and _— enſuing ſuch HK _ rſe o 
actions:: *So that, in hom e ſenſe 
theſe words fee ms fimply to be this, 

That a pra of life dire&ed by wiſe- 
dom and go ent” is delightful 
inthe cn and btings content after 
it. The truth of which Propoſition it 
ſhall be my endeavour at this time to 
confirm by divers Reaſons, and illuſtrate 
by ſeveral inſtances. 


- I. Then, Wiſedom of it ſelf is h 
letable and ſatisfaQory,, as it implies- a 
xevelation of Truth, and. a deteRi d 
Veritatis lice Exrour to. us. ,; Tis like Light, .ple 
* menti b-minis tg behold, caſting z ſprightly luſtre, per, 
_ Ss diffuſing: a benign, influence; all about 3 
preſenting A goodly proſpett of things 
to the eyes of our mind z, diſplaying ob+ 
jeds in,t — ſhapes, poſtures, mag- 
nicudes.and colours; quickning our at 
rits . with. a ele warmth, 

diſpoſing our minds to a chearfull - 

vity ;. difpelling the darkneſs of .igno- 
ragcts farering the miſts.of doubt, .dri- 
ingawayhe ſpe&resof delufive faycy.; 
& \ ound the ey of tullen. melancho- 
ly 3: diſcovering obſtacles, ſecuring pro- 
=: and; making the paſlages of life 
my open, and pleafant.. We are allna- 
turally 


LF 
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The Firſt Sermon. 

turally endowed with a ſtrong appe- 
tite to know, to ſee, to purſue Truth 5 
and with a baſofull abhorrency from be- 
ing deceived, and entangled in miſtake. 
And as ſucceſs in enquiry after Truth af- 
fords matter of joy and triumph'4 fo be- 
ing conſcious of Errour, and ne Jr 


therein, is attended with ſhame aA@ſor- 
row. Theſe defires Wiſedom in thE moſt 
perfect manner ſatisfies, not by entertai- 
ning us with dry, empty, fruitleſs theo- 
ries, upon meanand vulgar ſubjeds; but 
by enriching our minds with excellent 
and uſefull knowledge, direCted to the 
nobleſt objeds, and ſerviceable to the 
higheſt ends. 'Nor in its own nature 
onely, but, - 


Il. Much more in its worthy conſe- 
quences is Wifedom exceedingly plea- 
fant and peaceable : in general, by diſ- 

ing us to acquire and to enjoy all the 
good, delight and happineſs we are ca- 
pable of; and by freeing us from all the 
mconveniences , miſchiefs and infelici- 
ties -our condition is fubject to. For 
what-ever good from clear underſtan- 
ding, deliberate advice, fagacious fore- 
fight , ſtable reſolution; dexterous ad- 
dreſs, right intention and orderly pro- 
ws B 2 ceeding 


The Firſt Sermon. 

ceeding doth'naturally reſult, Wiſedom 
conferrs : what-ever evil- blind igno+ 
rance, falſe dame" , uUnwary cre- 
dulity;, precipitate raſhneſs , unſtead 
purpoſe, ill contrivance, backwardneſs, 
mhability , unwicldineſfs and confufion 
of t , Wiſedom prevents. 
F Rhoufand ſnares and treacherous 
allureMents , from innumerable rocks 
and dangerous ſurpriſes, from:exceeding- 
ly many needleſs incumbrancesand vexa- 
tious toils of fruitleſs endeavour , ſhe 
—_ and ſecures us. More particu- 
larly, 


IL Wiſedom aſſures us we take the 
beſt courſe, and proceed as we ought. 
For by the ſame means we judge aright, 
and refleQing upon. that judgment are 
aſſured we doe fo: as the ſame argu- 
ments by which we demonſtrate a the- 
orem convince us we have demonſtra- 
ted it, and the ſame light by which we 
ſee an object makes us know we ſee it. 
And this aſſurance in the progreſs of the 
action exceedingly pleaſes, and in the ſe- 
quel of it infinitely contents us, He that 
judges amiſs, not perceiving clearly the 
reqitude of his proceſs , proceeds uſual- 
ly with a dubious ſolicitude , and at 


lengeh, 


The Firft Sermon. 5 


length, diſcovering his errour, ,con- 
demns his own choice , and receives no 
other ſatisfaction but of repentance. 
Like a Traveller, who being uncertain 
whether he goes in the right way, wan- 
ders in continual perplexity , till he be 
informed ; and then too late, underſtan- 
ding his miſtake , with regret ſeeks to 
recover himſelf into it. But he that 
knows his way, and is ſatisfied that it is 
the true one, makes on merrily and care- 
leſly , not doubting he ſhall in good 
time arrive to his defigned journey's 
end. Two troubleſome miſchiets there- 
fore Wiſedom frees us from, the compa- 
ny of anxious doubt in our ations, and 
, the- conſequence of bitter ntance. 
For no man can doubt of whathe is ſure 


of, nor repent of what he knows good. 


IV. Wiſedom begets'in us a hope of 
ſucceſs in our ations, and is uſually at- 
tended therewith. Now what is more 
, delicious then hope 2 what more fati(- 
| faQory then ſucceſs? That 1s like the 

purſuit of a flying enemy, this like ga- 

thering the ſpoil ; that like viewing the 
- ripecorn, this like the joy of harveſt it 
ſelf. And he that aims at a good end, 
and knows he uſes proper means to at- 
; B 3 tain 
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tain it, why ſhould he deſpair of ſucceſs, 
ſince effeds naturally 'follow their cau- 
ſes, and the Divine providence 1s wont 
to afford its concourſe to ſuch procee- 
dings? Beſide that ſuch well-grounded 
hope confirms reſolution, and quickens 
attivity, which mainly conduce to the 
proſperous iflue of deſigns. - Farther, 


V. Wiſecdom prevents diſcourage- 
ment from the poſlibility of 111 ſucceſs , 
yea and makes diſappointment it ſa 
tolerable; For if either the foreſight of 
a poſſible miſcarriage ſhould diſcourage 
us from adventuring on ation, or in- 
culpable fruſtration were intolerable , 
we ſhould with no heart apply our 
ſelves to any thing 3 there being no 
deſigns 1n this world, though founded 
upon the moſt ſound advice, and proſe- 
cuted by the moſt diligent endeavour , 
which may not be defeated, as depen- 
ding upon divers cauſes above our pow- 
er, and circumſtances beyond our pro- 
ſpe&t. The inconſtant opinions, uncer- 
tain reſolutions, mutable affeQions, and 
fallacious pretences of men, upon which 
the accompliſhment of moſt projets re- 
lies, may eaſily deceive and diſappoint 
us, The imperceptible courſe of nature 
ECAC... 
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The Firſt Sermon. 
exerting it ſelf in ſudden tempeſts, dif- 


eaſes, and unlucky caſualties, may far- 


priſe us, and give an end to our buſi- 
neſles and lives together. However, the 
irreſiſtible power of the Divine provi- 
dence,guided by the unſearchable coun- 
ſel of his will, we can never be afſn- 
red that it will not interpoſe, and hin- 
der the effects of our endeavours. Yet 
notwithſtanding, when we a& prudent- 
ly, we have no reaſon to be diſhear- 
tened ; becauſe, having goodintentions, 
and uſing fit means , and having done 
our beſt, as no deſerved blame, ſo no 
conſiderable dammage can arrive'to us : 
and though we find Almighty God hath 
croſled us, yet we are ſure he is not dil- 
pleaſed with us. Which confideration, 
wherewith Wiſedom furniſhes us, will 
make the worſt ſucceſs not onely tole- 
rable, but comfortable to us. For hence 
we have reaſon to hope, that the All- 
wiſe Goodneſs reſerves a better reward 
for us, and will fometime recompenſe 
not onely the good purpoſes we unhap- 
pily purſued , but alſo the unexpected 
diſappointment we patiently endured ; 
and that however we ſhall be no loſers 
in theend. Which diſcourſe 1s mainly 
fortified by conſidering how the belt 

| | B 4 and 
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attempts have oft miſcarried.. 
ſer,authorized by God's com- 

d by his counſel, and. con- 
-hand , intended to bring 


by. > unreaſonable i incredulity and 
ſe ponent f th propt:b 
id: his at 
rophets afterward earneſtly A 
rhe pg to. contain the ſame people within 
compaſs of: obedience | to . the Divine 
commands:, and to: reduce them from 
their .idolatrous and' wicked courſes z 
yet withouk correſpondent effeR. Qur 
Saviour, by the example of his holy life, 
continual inſtruction, and vehement ex- 
hortations , aflayed to procure a belief 
of .and Egan g, his (6703s y rag 
Dottrine ; yet W TEW Det Fe= 
a and with his Diſcipline? 
ea, Almighty God himſelf often com- 
plains , how. in a manner his deſigns 
were. defeated, his defires thwarted, his 
offers refuſed, his counſels rejected, his 
Ms. 5: 4. Cope Ioons deceived, TE, ſaith 
he 77" his gerbes » 1 


The F jrft Sermoii. 
wto you all my prophets daily, 
early, and ſending them 3 get-1h 
2d not nnto. we; Wherefore 
good. cauſe we ſhould be 
or vexed ; Le ene ſuecels 15 
lI-adviſed purpoſes. *Tis and - 
Il-erounded ounded intentions, and- prattiges 
rm by good reaſon ,/ that 
make the undertakers ſolicitons of ſac- no 
ceſs, and being defeated leave them'dif- " 
conſolate. Yea farther, | 


VI.” Wiſedom makes all the troubles, 
griefs and pains incident to i&, whether 
caſual adverfitics,, or natural afflictions, 
eaſje and ſapportablez by _— valu- 
Us the importance, and mod the 

uence oft them. It ſuffers not buſje 


to alter the nature , aoaptis the - _ 
degree, or extend the durationof them, -1 
by repreſenting them. mare fad; heavy _- 
and remedileſs then they truly :are. It LOA 
allows them no force heyond what na- road 
turally and necefiarily they- have, nor *' © 
contributes actbſhtncne to their in- = 
creaſe. It keeps thera at a due diſtance, 
not permitting them to encroach upon 
theSoul, or-to'propagate their influence | 
' beyond their proper ſphere. It willnot _ 
Een mitc as yonaney-and HER 
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diſgrace , to produce an inward ſenſe 


which is beyond their natural efficacy'; 
nor corporeal afteCtions of ſickneſs and 
pain to diſturb the mind, with which 
they have nothing todoe. The region 
of theſe malignant diſtempers being at 
moſt but the habit of the body , Wilſe- 
dom by effeQual antidotes repells them 
from-the heart, and inward parts of the 
Soul. If anything, fin, and our unwor- 
thy miſcarriages toward God, ſhould vex 
and diſcompoſe us 3 yet this trouble 
Wiſedom, by repreſenting the Divine 
Goodneſs, and his tender mercies in our 
. ever-Bleſled Redeemer, doth perfectly 
allay. - And as'for all other adverſities, 
it-abates their noxious power, by ſhew- 


ing us they are either meerly imaginary, 


or very ſhort and temporary; that they 
admit of remedy, or at moſt do not ex- 
clude comfort, not wholly hindring the 
operations of the mind., nor extingui- 
ſhing its joys; that they may havea pro- 
fitableuſe, and pleaſant end; and, how- 
ever, neither imply bad Conſcience, nor 
induce obligation to puniſhment. For, 


VII. Wiſedom hath always a good 
Conſcience attending it; that pureſt de- 
light and richeſt. cordial of the =_ 5 
* | that 
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that brazen wall, and impregnable* for- 
treſs againſt both exrernal.aflaults, and 
internal commotions 3 that- contirual 
feaſt, wheiton the mind, deſtitute of all 
other repaſt , with a never-languiſhing 
appetite may entertain it ſelf; that faith- 
full witneſs, and impartial judge, who- 
ever accuſes, always acquitting the '1n- 
nocent Soul ; that certain friend, in ng 
ſtreight failing, in no adverſity deſer- 
ting 3 that ſure refuge in all ſtorms of 
fortune , and perſecutions of diſgrace. 
Which (as So/omor here notes) renders 
a man's /feep ſweet, and undifturbed with 
tearfull phantaſms , his heart light, and 
his ſteps ſecure z and, if any thing, can 
make the Stoical paradox good , and 
cauſe the Wiſe man to ſmile 1n extremi- 
ty of torment; arming his mind with 
an invincible courage, and infuſing a 
due confidenceinto it, whereby he bears 
up chearfully againſt malicious reproach, 
undauntedly ſuſtains adverſity, and tri- 
umphs over bad fortune. And this 1n- 
valuable treaſure the Wiſe man is one- 
ly capable of poſlefling , who certain- 
; ly knows ; and heartily approves the 
, grounds upon which he proceeds; when- 
as the fool , building his choice upon 
| blind chance, or violent paſſion, or gid- 
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dy fancy, or uncertain example, not 
_ Reddy warrant of.good rea-. 


ſon, cannot avoid being perplexed with 


fuſpicion of miſtake, and ſo®neceſlaril 
is deprived of the comfort of a —_ 


VII. Wiſedom confers a facility, ex- 
pert readinefs, and dexterity in action ; 
which is a _—_— and commodi- 
ous quality , exceedingly ſweetens 
aftivity. Todoe things wich difficulty, 
ſtruggling, andimmoderate contention, 
diſheartens a man, quells his courage , 
blunts the edge of his reſolution , ren- 
ders him ſluggiſh and averſe from buſi- 
neſs, a. apprehended never ſo ne- 
ceſlary, and of great moment. Theſe 
coup an tan agree oy Hee 
ti tions by itentt- 
oe. 4: ends poſbble and axtairable , by 
ſuggeſting fit means and inſtruments to 


work by, by contriving right methods 


and courſes of proceſs 3 the mind by it . 


. being ſtored with variety of good prin- 


ciples, ſare rules, and happy expedients, 
repoſed in the memory, and ready upon 
all occaſions to be produced ,- and em- 
ployed in practice. | 


IX. Wiſe» 


Þ 
& 
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- IX. Wiſedom begets a ſound, health- 
full and harmonious complexion of the 


| Soul, diſpoſing us with-judgment to dif- 


tinguiſh, and with pleaſure to reliſh fa- 
voury and: wholſome things , but to 
nauſeate and reje& ſuch as are in 

full and noxious to us ; thereby capaci- 


 fying us to enjoy pleaſantly and inno- 


cently all thoſe good things the Divine 
Goodneſs 'hath provided for, and con- 
ſigned to us : :whence to the Soul pro- 
ceeds all that comfort, joy- and vigour, 


' which reſults to the Body from a good 


conſtitution, and perfeQ health. 


X. Wiſedom acquaints us with our 
ſelves, our own temper and conſtituti- 


+. on, our propenſions and paſſions, our 


habitudes and capacities ; a not 
onely of mighty advantage, but of infi- 
nite pleaſure and: content tous. No man 
the world leſs knowsa'fool then him- 


elf ; nay, he is more then i t, for 
he conſtantly errs in the point, taking 
himſelf for, and der - himſelf as 


toward another, a better, a wiſer and 
abler man then he is. - Hehath wonder- 
full conceits of his own qualities and 
faculties ; he affe&ts commendations in- 
competent to him 3 he ſoars at employ- 
ment 
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ment furpaſſing his abilty to ua 
No Comedy' can repreſent a miſtake 
more odde, and ridiculous , then his : 
for he' wanders, and' ſtares, and hunts 
after; but never can find nor diſcern 
himſelf ; but. always encounters with a 
falſe ſhadow 1n ſtead thereof, which he 
paſſionately huggs and admires. But a 
Wiſe man, by conſtant obſervation, and 
impartial reflexion upon himſelf, grows 
very familiar' with himſelt: -he perceives | 
his own anclinations, which it bad, he ? 
| ſtrives to alter and correct; 1f good, he ' | 
cheriſhes' -and' corroborates them : he | 
apprehends the matters he 1s fitting for, 
and capable to manage,nenther too mean 
and unworthy of him, nor too high arid 
dithicult for him 3 and! thoſe applying 
his careto; be tranſacts eafily, chearfal- 
ly, and ſuccebtully. So being neithep 
puft upwith vain and over-weening) o= 
pinion, hor. dejeted with heartleſs dif- 
fidenceot himſelf; neither admiring; nor 
deſpilipg z;;hexher trkſomely hating, nor 
fondly-:.laving himſelf; he continues 19 

ood hamonr ,” maintains-a ſure friend- 
ſhip and- fair correſpondence with hits 
{:If, and; r6joyces in the retirement 
and private converſation. with ' his 
own -thonghts: whence flows a plea- 


ſure 
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fare and. fatisfaftion unexpreflible. 

XI. Wiſedom procures and preſerves 
a.conſtant favourand fair reſpe&t of men, 
purchaſes 4 good name, and upholds re- 
. putation inthe world : which things are 
paturally:: defirable, commodious: for 
life, encouragements to good, and pre- 
ventive of many inconveniences. The 
compoſed frame of mind, -uniform and 
comely demeanour , compliant. and in- 
offenſive converſation, fair and punc- 
tual dealing, conſiderate motions and 
dextrous addrefles of Wiſe men, natu- 
rally beget eſteem and affection in thoſe 
that obſerve them. Neither then theſe 
things is there any thing more commen- 
dable to humane regard, As ſymmetry 
and harmony to theanimal ſenſes, ſo de- 
lecable is an-even temper of Soul and 
oxderly tenour of actions to:rational ap- 
prehenſions, - Folly is freakiſh and hu- 
morous , impertinent and obſtreperous, 
inconſtant and. inconfiſtent, peeviſh and 
exceptious 3 and conſequently faſtidious 
to ſociety, and: produdtive of averſation 
and diſteſpeR,. Butthe Wiſe man is ſta- 
ble in his' ways, conſonant to himfelf, 
futing his aFionsto his words, and thoſe 


to his principles , and all to the rule of 


right 


T5 
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right reaſon ;' ſo that -you may 
+. cn 


which makes his acquaintance accepta- 
ble, and his'perſon valuable: beſide that 
real worth of it ſelf commands reſpet, 


and extorts' veneration from men, and 


uſually proſperity waits upon his well- 
adviſed attempts , which exceedingly 
adorn,and advance the credit of the un- 
Taper ar 2: however, ;- oa mo ſometime, 
is uſual deportment ſalves Ins repute , 
and eafily makes it credible 'it was no 
fault of ts but of his fortune. If a foo! 
profper, the honour is attributed to pro- 
pitious chances - if he miſcarry, to his 
own ill management : 'but the entire 
cn of happy undertakings crowns = 
m-z While the di 

of - unlucky : events falls otherw 
His light, like that of the Sun , cannot 
rotally:be eclipſed ; it may be dimmed, 
but never-extinguiſhed , and always 


maintains 4 day , though over-clouded 
with misfortune. Who leGeſteems the | 
famous Africar Captain for bemg over- | 


thrown that-laft yy battel, wherein 
he is aid to-have ſhewn the beſt $kill , 
and yet endured the worſt of ſucceſs > 
Who contemns Cato , * and other the 

grave 


knw 
to find him, and wag to deal. 
with him , and may eaſily pleaſe him, | 


3 
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rave Citizens off Roxe,for embracing the 
juſt, but improſperous Cauſe of the Com- 
monwealth 2 A Wiſe man's circumſtances 
may vary and fluctuate like the flouds a- 
bout a rock 3 but he perſiſts immovably 
the ſame, and his reputation unſhaken : 
for he-can always render a good ac- 
compt of his ations, and by reaſonable 


apology elude the aſlaults of reproach. 


XII. Wiſedom inſtrufts us to examin, 
compare, and rightly to value the ob- 
jets that court our affeftions, and chal- 
lenge our care; and thereby regulates 
our paſſions, and moderates our endea- 
vours, which begets a pleaſant ſerenity 
and peaceable tranquillity of mind. For 
when, being deluded with falſe ſhews, 
& relying upon ill-grounded prefumpti- 
ons,we highly cſteem, paſſionately aftect, 
andeagerly purſue things of little worth 
in themſelves, or concernment to us, 


| as we unhandſomely proſtitute our at- 


tections, and prodigally miſs-ſpend our 
time,and vainly loſe our labour: ſo the e- 


. 3 vent not anſwering our expeCtation,our 


mindsthereby are confounded, diſturb'd, 
and diſtempered. Bur when, guided by 
right reaſon, we conceive great eſteem 


4 of, and zealouſly are enamoured with , 
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and vigorouſly ſtrive to attain thin 
of excellent worth, and weighty conſe- 


quence 3 the conſcience of having well 


placed our affeQions,and well employed 
our pains, .and the experience of fruits 
correſponding to our hopes, raviſh our 
mind with unexpreſiible content. And 


ſo itis; Preſent appearance and voy | 
conceit ordinarily impoſe upon our fan- * 


cies, diſguifing things with a deceitfull | 


varniſh, and nam. gone that are | 


vaineſt with the greateſt advantage 3 


whilſt the nobleſt objeds, being of a | 


more ſubtile and ſpiritual nature , like 
faireſt Jewels encloſed in a homely box, 
avoid the notice of groſs ſenſe, and paſs 
undiſcerned by us. But the light of 
Wiſedom, as it unmasks ſpecious 1mpo- 
ſture, and bereavesit of its falſe colours; 
ſo it penetrates into the retirements of 
true Excellency, and reveals its gennine 
luſtre. For example, Corporeal Plea- 
ſure , which ſo powerfully allures and 
enchants us, Wiſedom declares that it 
is but a preſent, momentany and tranſi- 
ent ſatisfaction of brutiſh ſenſe, dim- 
ming the light, ſullying the beauty, im- 
pairing the vigour , and reſtraining the 
aCtivity of the mind; diverting it from 
better operations, and indiſpoſing it to 


enjoy } 
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enjoy purer delights 3 leaving no com- 
fortable reliſh or gladſome memory be- 
hind it, but often followed with bitter- 
neſs, regret and diſgrace. That the Pro- 
fit the World ſo greedily gapes after is 
but a poſſeſſion of trifles, not valuable 
in themſelves, nor rendering the Maſters 
of them ſo; accidentally obtained, and 
promiſcuouſly enjoyed by all forts, but 
commonly by the worſt of men 3 dith- 
cultly acquired , and eaſily loſt 3 how- 
ever, to be uſed but for a very ſhort 
time, and then to be reſigned into un- 
certain hands. That the Honour men ſo. 
dote upon is, ordinarily, but the diffe- 
rence of a few petty circumſtances, a 
peculiar name or title, a determinate 
place, a diſtinguiſhing enſign 3 things of 
onely imaginary excellence , derived 
from chance, and conferring no advan- 
tage, except from ſome little influence 
they have upon the arbitrary opiniorr 
and fickle humour of the people; com- 
placence in which is vain , and rehance 
upon it dangerous. That Power and 
dominion , which men fo impatiently 
ſtruggle for, are but neceſſary evils in- 
troduced to reſtrain the bad tempers of 


; men; moſt eviltothem that enjoy them z 


requiring tedious attendance , diftrac- 
C 3 ting 
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ting care, and vexatious toll ; atten- 
ded with frequent diſappointment, op- 
probrious cenſure, and dangerous envy; 
having ſuch reall burthens, and {laviſh 
encumbrances , ſweetned onely by ſu- 
perficial pomps , ſtrained obſequiouſ- 
neſs, ſome petty privileges, and exemp- 
tions ſcarce worth the mentioning. 
That Wit and parts, of which men 
make ſuch oftentation, are but natural | 
endowments, commendable onely in or- # 
der to uſe, apt to engender pride. and # 
vanity, and hugely dangerous if abuſed 
or miſemployed. What ſhould I menti- 
on Beauty, that fading toy 3 or bodily 
Strength and aCtivity, qualities ſo pal- 
pably inconfiderable ? Upontheſe and 
ſach like flattering objeds, ſo adored by 
vulgar opinion, Wiſedom exerciling ſe- 
vere and impartial judgment, and per- 
ceiving in them no intrinfick excel- 
lence, no ſolid content ſpringing from 
them, no perte&tion thence accruing to 
the mind, no high reward allotted to 
them, no ſecurity to the future condi- 
tion, or other durable advantages pro- 
ceeding from them ; 1t concludes they 
deſcrve not any high opinion of the 
mind, nor any vehement paſſion of the 
Soul, not any laborious care to be em- 
ployed 
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ployed on them, and moderates our af- 
fetions toward them : it frees us from 
anxious deſire of them; from being 
tranſported with excef{ive joy in the 
acquiſition of them z from being over- 
whelmed with diſconſolate ſorrow at 
the miſſing of them , or parting with 
them 3 from repining and envying at 
thoſe who have better ſucceſs then our 
ſelves in the procuring them ; from 1m- 
moderate toil in getting , and care in 
preſerving them : and ſo dehiverins 
us from all theſe unquiet anxieties of 
thought, tumultuous perturbations of 
paſton, and tedious vexations of body, 
it maintains our minds in a chearfull 
calm, quiet indifferency, and comforta- 
ble liberty. On the other fide, things 
of real worth and high concernment , 
that produce great ſatisfaction to the 
mind, and are mainly conducible to our 
happineſs, ſuch as area right underſtan- 
ding and ſtrong ſenſe of our obligations 
to Almighty God, and relations to men, 
a found temper and complexion of 
mind, a vertuous diſpoſition, a capact- 
ty to diſcharge the duties of our places, 
a Que qualification to enjoy the happi- 
neſs of the other World; theſe and ſuch 
hke things, by diſcovering their nature, 
C 3 and 
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and the effe&s reſulting from them, it 
engages us highly to eſteem, ardently 
to affe&, and induſtrioufly to purſues 
ſo preventing the inconveniences that 
follow the want of them, and convey- 
ing the benefits ariſing from the poſlefli- 
on of them. 


XIII. Wiſedom diſtinguiſhes the cir- 
cumſtances , limits the meaſures, deter- 
mines the modes, appoints the fit ſeaſons 
of ation 3 ſo preſerving decorum and 
order, the parent of peace, and pre- 
venting confuſion, the mother of ini- 
- quity, ſiife and —— + 'Tis in the bu- 

{ineſs of humane life as in a. building : a 
due proportion of bigneſs , a fit ſituati- 
on of place, a correſpondency of ſhape, 
and ſutableneſsof colour, 1s to be obſer- 
ved between the parts thereof: 'a de- 
fe& in any of which requiſites, though * 
the materials hap to: be choice and ex- * 


cellent, makes the whole fabrick defor- * 


| med and ugly to judicious apprehenſi- ; 


on. The belt ations, if they ſwell, and * 


exceed their due meaſure, if they be un- ' 
skilfully muſplaced, if inuncouth manner *' 
performed, they loſe their quality, -and 
'turn both to the diſgrace and difadvan- * 
tage of life, 'Tis commendable to Pray's , 

| oe | 
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but they that would always be perfor- 


ming that duty, by their abſurd devoti- 
on procured to themſelves the title of 


Hereticks : and they that will ſtand pray- 


ing in places of publick concourſe , de- 
ſerved our Saviour's reprehenſions: and 
thoſe men who, againſt the cuſtom and 
ordinary uſe , would needs pray with 
their faces covered, you know S. Paxl 
infinuates of them, that they were fond 
and contentious perſons. - Friendly ad- 
monition is very laudable, and of rare 
uſe 3 but being upon all occaſions im- 
moderately ufed, or in publick ſociety 
ſo as to encroach upon modeſty, or en- 
dammage reputation ; or when the per- 
ſon admoniſhed is otherwiſe employed, 
and attent upon his buſineſs; or being 
delivered in an imperiouſly-inſulting 
way, or in harſh and opprobrious lan- 
guage; it becomes unſavoury and odious, 
and both in ſhew and effect reſembles 
a froward malicious exceptiouſnels. 
"Twere infinite to compute in how ma- 
ny inſtances want of due order, meaſure 
and manner, do ſpoil and incommodate 
ation. 'Tis Wiſedom that applies re- 
medy to theſe miſchiefs. Things muſt be 
compared to, and arbitrated by , her 
ſtandard, orelſe they will contain ſome- 

C 4 thing 
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thing of. monſtrous. enormity 3 either 
ſtrutting in unwieldy bulk, or finking 
in defeCtive ſcantneſs. | If ſhe do not fa- 
{hion and model circumſtances, they will 
ſit ugly on the things that wear them 3 
if ſhe do not temper the colours , and 
deſcribe the lincaments, the draught of 
practice will be but rude and imperte@, 
and little reſemble the true patterns of 
duty : but if ſhe interpoſe, and perform 
her part, all things will appear confor- 
' mable, neat and delicate, 


XIV. Wiſedom diſcovers our - relati- 
ons, duties and concernments, in reſpect 
of men, with the natural grounds. of 
them; thereby both qualifying and incli- 
ning usto the diſcharge of them: whence 
exceeding convenience,pleaſure andcon- 
tent enſues. By it we. underſtand: we 
are parts and members of the great: Bo- 
dy, the Univerſe; and aretherefare con- 
cerned in the good management of it, 
and are: thereby obliged to procure its 
order and peace,. and by no irregular 
undertaking to diſturb or diſcompole it ; 
which makes us honeſt and peaceable 
men ; that we proceed from the ſame 
primitive ſtock, are children of the ſame 
father, and partake of the ſame bloud 
with 
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with all men; are endowed with like 
ficulties of mind, paſſions of Soul, {hape 
of body, and ſenſe of things : that we 
have equally implanted in our original 
. conſtitution- inclinations to love, pity, 
gratitude, ſociableneſs, quiet, joy, repu- 
tation : that we have an indiſpenſable 
necd and impatient deſire of company, 
of afſiſtence, comfort, and relief : that 
therefore it is according to the deſign of 
nature, and agrecable to reaſon, that to 
thoſe, to whom our natural condition 
by ſo many bands of cognation, f1mili- 
tude, and mutual necefhtude, hath knit 
and conjoyned” us, we {ſhould bear a 
kind reſpe&t and tender affeQion ; ſhould 
chearfully concurre in undergoing the 
common burthens ; ſhould heartily wiſh 
and induſtricuſly promote their good , 
aſhſt them 1n accompliſhing their reaſo- 
nable deſires, thankfully requite the 
courteſies received from them, congra- 
tulate and rejoyce with them in- their 
proſperity, comfort them in their diſtre(- 
ſes, and, as we are able, relieve them; 
however , tenderly. compaſſionate their 
diſappointments, miſeries and ſorrows. 
This renders us kind. and - courteous 
. neighbours ; ſweet and; gratefull com- 
panions. Itrepreſents unto us the _ 


a6 


The Firſt Sermon, 
fall effets and infupportable miſchiefs 
ariſing from breach of faith, contrave- 
ning the obligations of ſolemn pacts, in- 
fringing publick laws, deviating from 
the received rules of equity, violating 
promiſes, and-interrupting good corre- 
ſpondence among men : by which con- 
ſiderations it engages us to be good ci- 
tizens, obedient ſubjects, juſt dealers,and 
faithfull friends. It minds us of the 
blindneſs, impotence and levity , the 
proneneſs to miſtake, and misbehaviour 
that humane nature neceſlarily is fubje& 
to; deſerving rather our commilſerati- 
on, then anger or hatred, which prompts 
us to bear the infirmities of our bre- 


thren, to be gentle in cenſure, to be in- 


ſenſible of petty affronts, to pardon in- 


juries, to be patient, exorable, and re- 


concilable to thoſe that give us greateſt 
cauſe of offence, It teaches us, the good 
may, but the evil of our neighbour can 
in no wiſe advantage us ; that from the 
ſuffering of any man, ſimply confidered, 


no benefit can accrue, nar natural ſati(- 


faction ariſe-to- us; and that- therefore 
*tis a vain, baſe, brutiſh and unreaſona- 
ble thing, - for any cauſe whatſoever, to 
defire or delightin the grief, pain or mi- 
ſery of our neighþour, to hate or _ 

im, 
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him, or infult over him, or deviſe miſ- 
chief'to him, orproſecute revenge upon 

him 3 which makes us civfrl , moble and 
placable enemies , or 'rather no enemies 

at all, So that Wifedom is1n effectthe 
genuine parent of all moral and politi- 

cal vertue, juſtice and honeſty 5 asSolo- + 

mon fays in her perſon, I lead in the p,,, 8. :« 
way of righteouſneſs, and in the midſt of 
the.paths of judgment. And how fweet 

theſe are in the praftice, how comforta- 

ble in the conſequences , the teſtimony 

of continual experience and the unani- 

mous conſent 'of all wiſe men'ſufhcient- 

ly declare, Burt farther, 


XV, The principal advantage of 
Wiſedom is, its acquainting us with the 
Nature and reaſon of true Religion,and 
affording convidtive arguments to per- 
ſuade to the Practice of it ; which 1s ac- 


companied with the pureſt delight, and 
attended with the moſt ſolid - content 


imaginable. I ſay, the Nature of Religi- 
on, wherein it conſiſts, and what it re- 
quires; the miſtake of which produceth 


daily fo many miſchiefs and inconveni- 


ences in the world, and expoſes ſo good 
a name to ſo much reproach.- It meweth 


it" confiſteth- nor int fair profeffions and 


glo- 
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glorious pretences,' but in real practice z 
not in a pertinacious adherence to any 
Set or party , but n a ſincere love of 
goodneſs , and diſhke of naughtinelſs , 
where-ever diſcovering it ſelf ; not in 
vain oſtentations and flouriſhes of out- 
ward performance , but in an inward 
good complexion of mind , exerting it 
ſelf in works of true Devotion and Cha- 
rity 3 not in a nice orthodoxie, or poli- 
tick ſubjection of our judgments to the 
peremptory dictates of men, but 1n a 
ſincere love of Truth, in a hearty ap- 
probation of and compliance with the 
Dodrines tundamentally good, and ne- 
ceilary to be believed ; not in harſh cen- 
ſaring and virulently inveighing againſt 
others , but in carefull amending our 
own ways 3 not-in a peeviſh croſneſs 
and obſtinate repugnancy to received 


laws and cuſtoms, but in a quiet and 


peaceable ſubmiſhion- to the* expreſs 
Laws of God, and lawfull commands of 
man; notin a fyrious zeal for or againſt 
trivial circumſtances, but in a conſcio- 
nable practiſing the ſubſtantial 'parts of 
Religion ; notin, a frequent talking or 
contentious diſputing about it, but 1n a 
ready obſervance of the unqueſtionable 
rules and preſcripts of it. In a word, 

that 
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that Religion conſiſts in nothing elſe 
but doing what becomes our relation to 


| God, in a conformity or {imilitude to 


his Nature , and 1n a willing obedience 
to his holy Will : to which by potent 


- incentives it allures and perſuades us ; 


by repreſenting to us histranſcendently- 
glorious Attributes, conſpicuouſly dif- 
played in the frame, order and govern- 
ment of the World; that wonderfull 
Power, which erected this great and 
goodly fabrick ; that incomprehenſible 
Wiſedom , which preſerves it in a con- 
ſtant harmony; that immenſe Goodneſs, 
which hath ſo carefully provided for the 
various neceſlities, delights and comforts 
of its innumerable inhabitants. I ſay, 
by repreſenting thoſe infinitely-glorious 
Perfe&ions, it engages us with higheſt 
reſpect to eſteem, reverenceand honour 
him. Alſo, by minding us of our mani- 
fold obligations to him, our receivin 

being, life, reaſon, ſenſe, all the faculties, 
powers, excellencies, privileges and com- 
modities of our natures from him 3; of 
his tender Care and loving Providence 
continually ſupporting and protecting 
us ; of his liberal Beneficence, patient 
Indulgence, and earneſt defire of our 
good and happineſs by manifold —_— 
10Ns 
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frons evidently manifeſted toward us; it 
inflames:us with ardent love, and obli- 

es us to officious gratitude toward him. 
Alſo, by declaring the neceſſary and ir- 
reconcilable contrariety of his Nature 
to all impurity and perverſenefſs, his 
peerleſs Majeſty, his irrefiſtible Power, 
and his all-ſeeing Knowledge, it begets 
an awfull dread and a devout fear of | 
him, By diſcovering him from his infi- | 
nite Benignity willing, and from his un- | 


limited Power onely able to ſupply our F 
needs, relieve us in diſtrefſes, prote& #® 


us from dangers, and confer any valua- 
ble benefit upon us, it engenders Faith, Þ 
andencourages us to rely upon him. By F 
revealing to us his ſupereminent Sove- ® 


reignty, uncontrollable Dominion, and * 
unqueſtionable Authority over us; to- Þ . 


gether with the admirable excellency , # 
wiſedom and equity of his Laws, ſo *? 
Juſt and reaſonable in themſelves, fo ſui- 3 
table to our nature, ſo conducible to our 
g00d, ſo ealie and praQticable, ſo ſweet 7 


and comfortable; it powerfully inclines, * 


and by a gentle force as it were con- *' 
{trains us to obedience. By ſuch efticaci- 
ous inducements Wiſedom urges us to 
all duties of Religion, and withall fure- 
ly dire&s us (as I before ſaid) wherein ic 

conſiſts z 
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conſiſts 3 teaching us to have right and 
worthy apprehenfions of the Divine na- 
ture, to which our Devotion ( if true 
and good ) muſt be ſuited and confor- 
med : and ſo it frees us, as from irreligt- 
on and profane negle& of God, ſofrom 
fond ſuperſtitions, the ſources of ſo much 
evil to mankind. For he that wiſely 
hath conſidered the Wiſedom , Good- 
neſs and Power of God, cannot imagine 
God can with a regardleſs eye over- 
look his preſumptuous contempts of his 
Laws, orendure him to proceed in an 
outrageous defiance of Heaven, to con- 
tinue hurting himſelf, or injuring his 
neighbour ; nor can admit unreaſonable 
terrours, or entertain ſuſpicious con- 
ceits of God, as of an imperious Maſter, 


, or implacable Tyrant over him, exaCting 


impoſſible performances from, or deligh- 
tingin the fatal miſerics of his Creatures 3 
nor can ſuppoſe him pleaſed with hypo- 
critical ſhews, and greatly taken with 
ſuperficial courtſhips of ceremonious ad- 
dreſs; or that he can in any wiſe favour 
our fiery zeals, fierce paſſions, or unjuſt 
partialities about matter of opinion and 
ceremony 3 or can doe otherwiſe then 
deteſt all factious, harſh , uncharitable 


and revengefull proceedings, of what 
nature, 
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nature, or upon What ground ſoever ; 
or that he can be ſo inconſiſtent with 
himſelf, as to approve any thing but 
what is like himſelf, that 1s, Righteouf- 
nefs, Sincerity, and Beneficence. 


Laſtly, Wiſedom attracts the Favour 

of God, purchafeth a glorious Reward, # 

wiſed. 5.28. and ſecurethperpetual Felicity tous. For | 

| God loveth none but him that dwellethwith % 
3-15. wiſedon. And,Gloriows is the fruit of good 
labour : and the root of wiſedom ſhall ne- © 

Prov. 3. 13- Ter fall away, And, Happy is the man 
that findeth wiſedom : and, Whoſo findeth 
her, findeth life , and ſhall obtain favour Þ 
of the Lord. Theſe are the words of F 
wiſe Solomon, in the Book of Wiſedom, | 
and in the Proverbs. God loveth her, 
as moſt agreeable to his nature 3 as re- 
ſembling him; as an oft-ſpring, beam and 
efflux of that Wifſedom which foun- 
ded the earth, and eſtabliſhed the Hea- 
vens; as that which begetteth honour, 
love, and obedience to his Commands, 
and truly glorifies him; and as that 
- which promotes the good of his Crea- 
tures, which he earneſtly deſires, And 
the paths ſhe leads 1n are ſuch as direc&- 
ly tend to the promiſed Inheritance of 
Joy and blils. 
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Thus have I ſimply and plainly - pre+ 
ſented you with part of what my medi- 
tation ſuggeſted upon this Subjet : It 
remains that we endeavour to- obtain 
this excellent endowinent of Soul, by 
the faithfull exerciſe of our Reaſon, care- 
full obſervation of things, diligent ſtudy 
of the Divine Law, ; watchfull reflexion 


upon our ſelves, vertuous and religious 


practice z- but eſpecially, by imploring 
the Divine influence, the original ſpring 
of light, and fountain of all true know- 
ledge, following S. James his advice, If 
any man-lack wiſedom , let him ask it of 
God, who giveth freely. Therefore, O 
everlaſting Wifedom , the Maker, Re- 
deemer and Governour of all things, 
let ſome comfortable 'Beams from t 

great Body of heavenly Light deſcend 
upon us, to illuminate. our dark minds, 
and quicken our dead hearts ; to en- 
flame us with ardent love unto thee , 
and to direQour ſteps in obedience to 
thy Laws, through the gloomy ſhadesof 


| this world, into that region of eternal 
light and "bliſs, where thou reigneſt in 


perfect Glory and Majeſty , one God 
ever-Bleſled, world without end. 
Amen. 
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x TIM. 4.8. 


——But Godlineſe is profitable for al | 


things. 


"OW generally men, with moſt 7 
H unanimous conſent, are devo- 7 
- ted to Profit, as to the immedi- © 
ate ſcope of their deſigns, and aim of *® 
their doings, if with the ſlighteſt atten- 7 
tion we view what is acted upon this 7 
Theatre of humane affairs, we cannot # 


Prov. 14423: hut diſcern. All that we ſee men fo ve- 


ſerious and induſtrious about, which 


+4, if we call bufineſs; that which they trudge 


Aw Gs We 
va guy mal- 


for in the Streets, which they work or 


axes 5 Ark wait for in the Shops, which they meet 
_ Noph, Plut, 1nd croud for at the Exchange, which 


they ſue for inthe Hall, andſdlicit for at 
the, Court , which they plow .and dig 
for, which they march and fight for in 
the Field , which they travel for at 
Land , and fail for (among rocks and 
ſtorms) 
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ſtorms) upon the Sea, which they plod 


for in the Cloſet, and difpute for 1m the . 


Schools, (yea, may we not adde, which 
they —_— pray for, and preach for 

urch? what is it but Profit ? 
Is it not this apparently for which men 
ſo eagerly conteſt and quarrel, fo bitter- 
ly envy and emulate, ſo fiercely clamour 
and inveigh, ſo cunningly ſupplant and 
undermine- one another 3 which ſtuf- 
feth their Hearts with mutual hatred 
and ſpite, which tippeth their Tongues 
with ſlander and reproach, which often 
embrueth their Hands with bloud and 
{ſlaoghter ; for which they expoſe therr 
Lives and Lims to danger , for which 
they undergoe grievous Toils and 
Drudgeries , for which they diſtract 
their Mind with Cares, and pzerce their 
heart with ſorrows ;, to which they ſacrt- 
fice their preſent Eaſe and Content, yea, 


to which commonly they proſtitute 


their Honour and Conſcience ? This, it 
you mark it, is the great Miſtreſs, which 
is with ſo paſſionate rivality every- 
where woed and courted ; this the com- 


. mon Mark which all eyes aim, and all 


endeavours ſtrike at 3 this the Hire 
which men demand for all their Pains, 
the Prize they hope for all their Com- 
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bats, the Harveſt they ſeek from all the 

year's afſidyqus Labour. This 1s the Bait, 

by which you. may — moſt men 

any-whither; and the-moſt certain ſign, 

by which you may prognoſticate what 

any man will doe : for mark wherethis 

Profit is, there will he be.. This fome 

profeſledly- and with open face, others 

flily and under thin yeils of pretence 3 

(under; guiſe. of friendſhip ,- of love to | 

publick good, of loyalty, of religious 

zeal ; )ſomedireQly and ina plain track, | 

others obliquely and by ſubtle trains; Z 

Primafers ſome by ſordid and baſe means, others # 

vote, In ways more cleanly and plauſible; Þ 

:iſima ome gravely and modeſtly, others wild- | 
Templis, ly an 

Pi”f.ant, £4) inone manner or another, do clear- | 

8c. Juv. ly 1n moſt of their proceedings level | 

Sat. 19. anddrive at. | 

Onnes ad af-, .  T his pratice then being ſo general, | 

fetum atque (and ſeeing that men are reaſonable crea- 

fats ſus £UrES, that It is ſo carmot ſurely proceed | 

_ nature ins from meer brutiſhneſs, or-dotage,) there | 

ny a muſt be fome fair colour or ſemblance | 

El. of reaſon, which draweth men into, 

Salv.ad Eccl. and carrieth them forward in this way. 

CUE The reaſon indeed is obvious and evi- 

dent enough, the very name of Profit * 

impheth it, ſignifying that which is uſe- 

os | full, ? 


fumouſly ; all (very few excep- F | 
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fall, or conducible to purpoſesreally or 
ſeemingly good. The gain of mony, or 
of ſomewhat equivalent thereto, isthere- 
fore ſpecially termed Profit , becauſe it 
readily ſupplieth neceſſity, furniſheth 
convenience, feedeth pleaſure, fatisfieth 
fancy and curioſity, promoteth eaſe and 
liberty, ſupporteth honour and dignity, 


- procureth power , dependencies, and 


friendſhips, renderetha man ſome-body, 
conſiderable in the world ; in fine, en- 
ableth to doe good, orto perform works 
of beneficence and charity. Profit is 
therefore ſo much aftefted and purſued, 
becauſe it is, or doth ſeem, apt to pro- 


| -cure or promote ſome good deſirable 
| tous. 


If therefore a Proje& ſhonld be pro- 
poſed to us yery fecible and probable 
to ſucceed, in purſuance whereof aſſu- 
redly we might obtain great Profitz me- 
thinks, in confiſtence with our ſelves , 
and conformably to our uſual manner of 
acting, we ſhould be very ready to em- 
brace and execute it. Such a Projed it 
is which in my Text, by a very truſty 
Voucher, and skilfull Judge of ſuch 
things, and one who had himſelf fully 
experimented it, is propoſed; which in 
elf is very prafticable, ſo that any of 
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us may, if we havea mind to it , and 
will be at the pains, throughly compaſs 
and carry it on 5 which will exceeding- 
ly turn to account, and bring in Gains 
unto us unſpeakably vaſt ; in compari- 
fon whereto all other deſigns , which 
men with ſo much care and toil do pur- 
ſue, are very unprofitable or detrimen- 
tal , yielding but ſhadows of profit , or 
bringing real dammage to us. 

It is briefly this, to be religious or 


pious 3 that is, in our'mjnds ſtedfaſtly ta- 7 
beheve on God, ({ach as nature in ſome | 
meaſure, and revelation moreclearly de- | 
clareth him,) in our hearts earneſtly to & 
love and reverence him , through all # 
our practice ſincerely and diligently ta F 
obſerve his Laws. This is it which Saint © 
Paul affirmeth to be profitable for all © 
things , and which it is my intent , by | 
Gods help, to recommend unto you as | 
ſuch; demonſtrating jt really to be fo, | 


by repreſenting ſome of thoſe number- 


leſs benefits and advantages which ac- | 


crue from it, extending to all conditions 
and capacities 'of men, to all ſtates, all 


life. 


| It hath been ever a main obſtruction / 


ſeaſons, and in effef to all affairs of | 
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been taken for no friend, or rather for 
' an enemy, to Profitz as both unprofita- 


ble and prejudicial to its followers :.and 
many ſemblances there are countenan- 
cing that opinion. For Religion ſee- 
meth to ſmother or to flacken the indu- 
ſtry and alacrity of men in following 
Profit, many ways: by charging them 
to be content with a little, and carefull 
for nothing z by diverting their atfeGti- 
ons and cares from worldly affairs to 
matters of another nature , place , and 
time, preſcribing in the firſt place to 
ſek things ſpiritual, heavenly, and fu- 
turez by diſparaging all ſecular wealth, 
as a thing, in compariſon to Vertue and 
ſpiritual goods, very mean and inconſi- 
derable 5 by checking greedy deſires 
and aſpiring thoughts after it; by de- 
barring the moſt ready ways of getting 
it, (violence, exaQtion, fraud, and Hatte- 
ry, ) yea, ſtreightning the beſt ways , 
eager care and diligence z by commen- 
ding ſtri@ Juſtice 1n all caſes, and always 
taking part with Conſcience when it 
claſheth with Intereſt ; by paring away 
the largeſt uſes of Wealth, 1n the prohi- 
bition of its free enjoyment to pride or 
pleaſure 3 by injoyning liberal commu- 
nication thereof in ways of charity and 
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mercy 3 by engaging men -to -expoſe 
their goods ſometimes to imminent _ ha- 
zard, ſometimes to certain loſs 3 obliging 
them” to forſake all things, and to em- 
brace Poverty for its ſake. 

* It favoureth this conceit, tg obſerve, 
that often bad men by impious. courſes 
do appear to thrive and proſper; while 

ood men ſeem for their goodneſs to 
faffer ,"or to be no-wiſe viſibly. better 
for it, enduring much hardſhip and di- 
—_—_—.-: 

It furthereth the prejudice, that ſome 
perſons, void of true Piety, or imper- 
tetly pgood,(ſome Dabblers in Religion,) 
do not from their lame, ſlight and ſu- 
perficial performances feel ſatisfaQory 
returns, ſuch as they did preſumetofind ; 
and thence, to the defamation of Piety, 
are apt to ſay,with thoſe men inthe Pro- 
phet, It is vain to ſerve God, and what 
profit 3s it that we have kept bis ordinan- 


ces, and that we have walked mournfully 


before the Lord of hoaſts Yea, that 
ſometimes very pious men, being out of 
humour, and ſomewhat diſcompoſed by 
the urgent preſſures of affliction, the dil 
appointments and crofles incident to all 
men here in this region of trouble, are 
apt to complain, Ms, exprels themicives 
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diſfatisfied, ſaying with Fob, 1 profitsth Job 34. 9. 
a man nothing, that he ſhould delight hbin- 

ſelf with God. What advantage will it be 3, z, 

gnto. me, and what profit ſhall I have, if 1 

be chanſed from my ſin 2 or , with Da- 

vid, Verily 1 have cleanſed my heart *in Pal. 73: 13, 

vain, and waſhed my hands in innocency: '* 

For all the day long 1 have been plagued, 

and chaſtned every morning. 

Y To theſeconſhiderations, diſadvantagi- 

” ous 1n this refpect to Piety, may be ad- 

* ded, that the conſtant and certain pro- 

” fits emergent from it (although incom- 

* parably more ſubſtantial , and to the 
mind more ſenſible then any other) are ' 
not yet ſo groſs and palpable, that men, 
who from being immerſed in earth and 
fleſh are blind in errour, dull of appre- 
henſton, vain and inconfiderate in their 
judgments, tainted and vitiated in their 
palates, can diſcern their worth, or re- 
liſh their ſweetneſs. Hence it is, that ſo 
many follow the judgment and pradtice 
of thoſe in Fob, who ſay unto God, De- Job a1. 14, 
part from ws, for we deſire not the know- "5 
ledge of thy ways. What is the Almighty, 
that we ſhould ſerve hinz ©. and what profit 
ſhould we have if we pray unto him & 

' Far voiding which prejudices, and 
the recommendation of S, Pax/'s pod, 
- ab . * 
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I ſhall (as I faid) propoſe ſome of thoſe 


innumerable advantages, by confide- ' 


ring which the immenſe-profitableneſ. | 
of Pi 


ety will appear. And firſt, T ſhall 
mention thoſe Conſiderations which 
more plainly do import Univerſality ; 
then ſhall rouch ſome Benefits thereof, 


ſeeming more particular, yet in effe& | 


vaſtly large, and of avery diffuſive in- 
fluence, 


men, in all capacities, all ſtates, all rela- 
tions ; fitting and diſpoſing them to ma- 
nage all their reſpeQive concernments, 


to diſcharge all their peculiar duties, in 


a proper, juſt and decent manner. 


It rendreth all Superiours equal and © 


moderate in their adminiſtrations ; mild, 
courteous and affable in their converſe ; 
benign and condeſcenfive in all their 
demeanour toward their Inferiours. 

Correſpondently 1t diſpoſeth Inferi- 
ours to be ſincere and faithfull, modeſt, 
loving, reſpedtull, diligent, apt willing- 
ly to yield dueſubjeCtion and ſervice. 

It 1nclineth Princes to be juſt, gentle, 
benign, carefull for their -Subje&s good, 
apt to adminiſter Juſtice yprightly, to 

pro- 


+ 
F 


I. Firſt then we may conſider, that © 
Piety is exceeding uſefull for all ſorts of © 
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et Right, toencourage Vertue, to 
check 'Wickednelſs. 

Anſwerably it renders Subjeds loyal, rom. 14. x. 
ſubmiſſive, obedient, quiet and peace- Tit. 3: - 
able, ready to yield due Honour, topay * © ® '® 
the Tributes and bear the Burthens im» 
poſed, to diſcharge all Duties, and ob- 
ſerve all Laws preſcribed by: their Go- 
vernours conſcionably, patiently, chear- 
fully, without reluftancy, grudging, or per. 4. 9. 
murmuring. | ; Phil. 2. 14+ 

It maketh Parents loving, gentle, pro- pg, 6, 


' vident for their Childrens good educa- Cal. z, 21. 


tion, and comfortable ſubſiſtence; Chil- ng , v, 
dren again, dutifull, reſpe&full, grate- Col. 3. 20. 
tull, apt to requite their Parents, 

Husbands from it become affedionate eph. s. 25: 
and compliant to their Wives 3 Wives <Y: 3:19: 
ſubmiſſive and obedient to their Huſ- eh 
bands. | Col. 3, 18. 

It diſpoſeth Friends to be Friends in- nm 
deed, full of cordial affe&ion and : 
will, entirely faithfull, firmly conſtant, 
induſtriouſly carefull and attve in per- 
forming all good offices mntually. 

It engageth men to be diligent 1n 
their Calling , faithfull to their Truſts, 
contented and peaceable in their Stati- 


on, and thereby ſeryiceable to Publick 
Te Ie 
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_ Gal. 6. 2,10, 
Phil. 4- 8. 

x The( 3.12. 

2. Cor. 9.13. 
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Tt rendereth all men juſt and punQu-/ 
al in their Dealing, orderly and quiet in 
their Behaviour, courteousand complai- 
ſant intheir Converſation, friendly and 
charitable upon all occafions, - apt to aſ-: 
fiſt, to relieve, to comfort one another, 

It tieth all Relations more faſtly and 
ſtrongly , aſſureth and augmenteth all 


Endearments, enforceth and eſtabliſheth 
all Obligations by the firm bands of 


Conſcience; ſet afide which, no Engage- 


ment can hold ſure againſt temptations 
of Intereſt, or Pleaſure. Much difference 
' there is between performing theſe Du- 


.., ties out of natural temper, fear of pu-' Þ 
niſhment , hope of temporal reward, | 
ſelfiſh deſign, regard to credit, or other | 


/ the like Principles, and the diſcharging 
.; them out of religious Conſcience : this 


alone will keep men tight, uniform, re- 


. ſolute and ſtable ; whereas all other Prin- 


ciples.are looſe.and {lippery , 'will ſoon 
be ſhaken and faulter. 

In; conſequence to thoſe Practices 
{pringing from'it, Piety removeth op- 
preſſion , violence, faction;, diſorders 
and 'murmurings , out of the. State ; 
ſchifms and ſcandals out of the Church ; 
pride and haughtineſfs, ſloth and luxury, 
detraGtion and ſycophantry, out of the 

Court z 
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Court 3 corruption and partiality out of 

Judicatures 3 clamours and tumults out 

of the Street 3 brawlings, grudges and 

jealoufies out of Families z extortion 

and cozenage out of Trade 3 \ſtrifes, e- 

mulations, {landerous backbitings , bit- 

ter and foul language, out of Converſa- 

tion : inall places, 1n all Societies it pro- 

duceth, it advanceth, iteſtabliſheth or- 

der, peace, ſafety, proſperity, all that is 

good, all that is lovely or handſome, all 

that is convenient or pleaſant for hu- 

mane ſociety, and common life, It 1s proy, 14, 34. 

that which (as the Wiſe mar ſaith) ex- & 16. 12.” & 

alteth a nation; it 1s that which eſta- _ R_ 

bliſheth a throne.  & 29.8, 

* It is indeed the beſt prop and guard 

= that can be of Government, and of the 

Commonweal :' for it fettleth the Bo- 

| dy politick in a found conſtitution of 

health, it firmly cementeth the parts . 

thereof; it putteth all things into a- 

right order, and (teddy courſe. It pro- 

cureth mutual reſpe& and affeQion be- 

tween Governours and Subjects, whence 

ariſeth ſafety, eaſe and pleaſure to both. 

It rendreth men truly good, (that 1s, 

juſt and honeſt, ſober and conſiderate , 

modeſt and peaceable, ) and thence apt, 

without any conſtraint or ſtir, to yield 
every 


The Second Sermon. 


every one their due z not affected t9 
needleſs change , not diſpoſed :to raiſe 
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any diſturbance, It putteth men in good ' 


humour , and keepeth them in it; 
whence things paſs ſmoothly and plea- 
ſantly. It cherifheth worth, and encou- 
rageth induſtry ; whence Vertue flou- 


riſheth , and Wealth 1s encreaſed | 
whence the occaſions and means of dif- # 
order are ſtopt , the pretences for ſedi- 3 
tion and fationare cut off. In fine, it 2 
centainly-procureth the benedition of # 
.. God, the. ſource of all welfare and pro» | 


Prov. 11-16, fperity : whence, When it goeth well 


| with the righteows, the city rejoyceth ; and, i 
Prov. 29.2. When the righteous are in authority , the ® 
people rejoyce, faith the great Politician, F 


Solomon. 


It is therefore the concernment of # 

all men, who ( as the Pfalmiſt ſpea- F 

Pla, 34. 12. keth) deſire to live well, and would fain | 
8. Per- 3. 10, ſee good. days; it is the fpecial intereſt of | 


great Perſons, ( of the Magiſtracy, the 
Nobility, the Gentry, of all perſons that 
have any conſiderable intereſt in the 
world, ) who would fafely and ſweetly 


enjoy their dignity, power, or wealth, | 
by all means to prote& and promote * 
| Picty, as the beſt inſtrument of their fe- ? 
curity, and undiſturbedly enjoying the 7 


accom- 
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accommodations of their ſtate. *'Tis in 
all reſpects their beſt wiſedom and po- 
icy. 3 that which will as well preſerve 
their outward ſtate here, as fatisfie their 
Conſciences within, and fave their Souls 
hereafter. All the Machiavilian arts and 
tricks, all the ſ{leights and fetches of 
worldly craft do fignifie nothing, in 
compariſon to this one plain and eafie 


# way of ſecuring and furthering their In- 


= tereſts. 


. If then it be a groſs abſurdity to de- 


© fire the fruits, and not to take care of 


the root, not to cultivate the ſtock , 
whence they ſprout 5; if every Prince 
gladly would have his SubjeQs loyaland 


# obedient, every Maſter would have 


his Servants honeſt , diligent and obſer- 


| vant, every Parent would have his 


. ® Children officious and gratefull , every 


E man would have his Friend faithfulland 


kind, every one would have thoſe 
juſt and: ſincere with whom he doth ne+ 


gotiate or converſe 3 if any one would 


chuſe to be relatedito fuch, and would 
eſteem their relation a happineſs : then 


= conſequently ſhould every man 1n rea- 


ſon ſtrive to further Piety, from whence 


| . alone thoſe good diſpoſitions and prac- 


2 tices do proceed. 
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1.) Piety doth fit a man for all con: 
_ ditjons, qualifying him to pafs through 
them all with the beſt advantage, wile- 
ly, chearfully and- ſafely, ſo as to in- 
curreno confiderable'harm or detriment 
by them. ire TE 
Is a man proſperous, high , or: weal- 
thy inccondition > Piety guardeth him 
from all the miſchiefs incident to that 
ſtate, and diſpoſeth -him to enjoy the 
beſt advantages thereof. It keepeth him 
from being ſwelled and puffed up. with 
vain. conceit, from being tranſported 
with fond complacence or confidence 
therein; minding{him, that 1t is purely 
_ the gift of God , that it abſolutely de- 
pendeth on his — ſo. that it 
may ſoon be taken from him, and that 
he cannot otherwiſe then by humility, 


by gratitude, by the'good uſe of it, be 


that heſhall aſluredly be forced to ren- 
der a {tri account concerning the good 
- management thereof.-'Tr preſerveth him 


>» ' the temptations to. which that conditi- 
on is moſt liable 5 from luxury ,' from 
floth, from ſtupidity, from forgetfulneſs 


ſecure to'retain it 3 minding him alfo , 
from being pervert&d'or corrupted with 


of God, and of himſelf 3 maintaining a- | 
mong the flouds of plenty a fober and ? 
4 ſteddy © 
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ſteddy mind: - It fenceth him from in- 
ſolence,and faſtuous contempt of others; 
rendreth him civil, condeſcenfive, kind 
and helpfull to thoſe who are in a mea- 
ner ſtate; It inftruceth ahd inciteth 
him to apply his wealch and power to 
the beſt uſes, to the Service of God, to 
the benefit of his Neighbqur, for his own 
beſt reputation, and moſt folid comfort. 


It is the right balaſt of proſperity ; the 
onely antidote for all the inconventen- - 


cies of wealth; that which ſecureth , 
ſweetneth, and ſandifieth all other 
goods : without it all apparent goods 
are very noxious, or extremely dange- 
rous; riches, power, honour, eaſe, plea- 
ſure, are ſo many poiſons, or ſo many 
ſnares, without it. Again, 1s a man poor 
and low in the world 2 Piety doth im- 
prove and ſweeten even that ſtate : it 
keepeth his ſpirits up above dejeGtion , 
deſperation, and diſconſolateneſs 3 ir 
freeth him from all grievous ſolicitude 
andanxiety ; ſhewing him, that although 
he ſeemeth to have little, yet he may 
be aſſured to want nothing, he having a 
certain ſuccour and never-failing ſupply 
from God's good Providence; that not- 
withſtanding the preſent ſtreightnelſs of 


Z his condition, or ſcantneſs of outward 


E things, 
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things, he hath a title to Goods infinitely 
more precious and more conſiderable. A 
pious man cannot but apprehend himſelf 
like the Child of a moſt wealthy, kind 
and carefull Father, who although he 
hath yet nothing in his own poſlefſion, 
or paſſing under his name, yetis aſlured 
that he can neyer come intoany want of 


what is needfull to him : the Lord of all 
things (who hath all things in Heaven 


' and Earth at hisdiſpoſal, who is 1nfinite- 


ly tender of his Childrens good , who 


doth inceſſantly watch over them)being 


his gracious Father, how can he fear to 
beleft deſtitute, or not to be competent- 
ly provided for, as is truly beſt for him? 

This is the difference between a pi- 
ous, and an impious man. Is the pt- 


ous man 1n need 2? he hath then an 1n-® 


viſible refuge to fly to, an inviſible 
ſtore to furmſh him 3 he hath ſomewhat 


. beyond all preſent things to hope in, to 


comfort himſelf with : whereas the im- 
pious perſon hath nothing beſide preſent 
appearances to ſupport or ſolace himſelf 
by 3 the which failing, down he finketh 
intodejetion and deſpair. Is the good 
man in affliction 2 he knoweth that it 
cometh not on him without God's wile 


appointment, nor without good intenti- 


On 
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on toward him, for probation, exerciſe 
and improvement of his Vertues, or for 
wholſome cotredion of his bad diſpoli- 
tions; that it is onely Phyſick and Di- 
ſcipline to him, which ſhall have a com- 
fortable iflae ; that it ſhall 


Sr 


Scimus amicos Dei ab a- 


5 = =, los” OO bis ©, = = 


laſt no longer then it is ex- 
mms for him that it 

uld : wherefore he pati- 
ently ſubrmitteth to it, and 


mantiſſimo , miſericordi 

mo Patre Deo mala ifta pe- 
nalia recipere non ut p&- 
nam ſeu vindifam In4- 
cundiz, ſed magis ut cor 


. 


refiones & medicamenta 
ftultitie, oy adjumenta vir 
tutis, ut malleationes, ſrve 
fabricationes, (5 tunſiones, 
ſive ablutiones, ( candida- 
tiones.Guil\Par.de Sacram. 


undergoeth it chearfully , 
with the ſame mind where- 
SY with a Patient fvalloweth 
down an unſavoury Potion, 
>| which he prefumeth will 
conduce to his Health. Never, indeed, 
hath any man enjoyed more real con- 
tent, or hath been more truly -ſatisfied, 
then good men have been in a ſeeming 


, depth of adverſity. What men ever up- 

of 22 earth have been more ſorely afflic- 

1. | /f<d, have underwentgreater : 

1 |} Joſles, difgraces, labours, "Exim _ _- wrmge 
150 froubles, diſtreſſes in any Mot or 


4 | Kind, then did the H. Apo- 
ſtles? yer did they moſt 
- | heartily rejoyce, exult and 
CY *flumph in them all. Such a wondrous 
- © virtue hath Picty to change all things 
mto matter of conſolation and joy. No 

E 2 CON- 
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condition in effe&t can be evil or fad to 
a pious man : his very ſorrows are plea- 
fant, his infirmities are wholſome , his 
wants enrich him, his diſgraces adorn 
bim,_ his burthens eaſe him 3 his duties 
are privileges, his falls are the grounds 
of advancement, his very fins (as bree- | 


ding contrition, humility, circumſpeCti- # 


on and vigilance) do better and profit # 
him : whereas Impiety doth ſpoil every Þ 
condition, doth corrupt and embaſe all | 
good things, doth embitter all the con- 
veniencies and comforts of life. 


HI. Piety doth virtually compriſe F 
within it all other profits, ſerving all the 
deſigns of them all : what-ever kind of © 
deſirable good we can hope to find 7 
from any other profit, we may be aſſu- ® 
red to enjoy from it. : 

He that hath it is ipſo fa#o vaſtly © 
rich, is entitled to immenſe treaſures of 3 
moſt precious Wealth; in compariſon 7 
wheretoall the gold and allthe jewels in 2 
the world are meer baubles. He hath 7 


intereſt in God, and can call him his, ® 


whois the AZ, and in regard to whom 


all things exiſtent are /eſs ther nothing. '| ; 
The infinitePower and WiſedomofGod 


belong to him, to be ever, upon all fit 
occalt- | 
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occaſions, employed for his benefit. All 


the ineſtimable treaſures of Heaven = 
place infinitely more rich then the 
dies ) are his, after this moment of lite, 
to have and to hold for ever: ſo that 
great reaſon had the Wiſe z2an to ſay, 
that [» the houſe of the righteous is mmch prov, ug. 6. 
* treaſure. Piety therefore 1s profitable , 
t = as immediately inſtating in wealth: and 
| { whereas the deſired fruits of profit are 


= - XX XxX _-©_ ay, MG 


chiefly theſe, honour, power, pleaſure, 
fafety, liberty, eaſe, opportunity of get- 
| ting knowledge, means of benefitting o- 
EF thers; all theſe we ſhall ſee do abun- 
e & dantly accrue from Piety, and in truth 
e ® onely from it. 
f? The Pious man is in truth moſt Ho- 
1” nourable. Inter homines pro ſunmo eſt 
-* optimus , ſaith Seneca; whom Solomon x, xy, g, 
tranſJateth thus, The righteous 3s more ex- p,, 1, 26. 
 cellent then his neighbour, He is digtt- xar $a;34- 
= fied by the moſt illuſtrious titles, a Son av 5 «a8 
of God, a Friend and Favourite to the _— = 
# Sovereign King of the World, an Heir Et, 3. 3. 
= of Heaven, a Denizon of the Jeruſalem 
above ; Titles far ſurpaſſing all thoſe 
: Which worldly ſtate doth aſſume. He is 
© approved by the beſt and moſt infallible 
judgments, wherein true Honour refi- 
deth. He is reſpected by God himſelf, 
E 3 by 
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by the H. Angels, by the bleſled Saints, 
by all good and all wiſe perſons; yea, 
commonly, by all men: for the effects of 
genuine Piety are fo venerable and ami- 
able, that ſcarce any man can dae other- 
- Prov.12.8,4. Wiſe then in his heart much eſteem him 

| that worketh them. | 
The Pious mans alſo the moſt potent 
Tanturnqua- man ; he hath a kind of omnipotency, 
ft, ouiſe. becauſe he can doe what-ever he will , 
niſi quod de- that js, what he ought to doe 3, and be- 
be. Snee, cauſe the Divine Power is ever ready to 
Fp.go” Aaſliſthjm in his pious enterpriſes, ſo that 
He can doe all things by Chriſt that 
ſtrengtheneth hizz. He isable to combat 
and vanquiſh him that is 5 {vp0;, the 
ſtout and mighty one 5 to wage war with 
happy ſucceſs agaizſt principalities and 
Prove 16. 32, P0997 He conquereth and comman- 
"26. 28, deth himſelf, which is the braveſt vido- 
VideSen. de ry, and nobleſt empire : he quelleth 
Ben 57+ fleſhly luſts, ſubdueth inordinate paſſi- 
ons, and repelleth ſtrong temptations. 
He, by bis faith, overcometh the world 
with a conqueſt far more glorious then 
ever any Alexander or Ceſar could do. 
He, in fine, doth perform the moſt wor- 
thy exploits, and deferveth the moſt ho- 

nourable triumphs that man can do. 
* The Pious man alſo doth enjoy the 
cronies a 
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onely true Pleaſures ; hearty, pure, ſo- | 
lid, durable Pleaſures; fuch Pleaſures as 
thoſe of which the divine Plalmiſt fing- py, 16, x. 
eth, Iz thy preſence is fulneſs of joy, at Rom. 15.13. 
thy right hang there are pleaſures for ever- = ” = 
wore. Th all joy in believing, that gay- Pal. 43. 4. 
ety of hope,that inceſlant rejoycing in the _ —_ 
Lord, and greatly delighting in his Law, 11g, 16, #4, 


' that continual feaſt of a good Conſci- 47, 70, 77, 


ence, that ſerving the Lord with glad- pj 431% 


weſs, that exceeding gladneſs with God's & 21, 6. 


94. 19. 
countenance , that comfort of the Holy Iſa. 29. 19. 


Spirit , that joy unſpeakable and full of Joh. 16. 20, 
glory ; the ſfatisfaQtion reſulting from the %& _ . 
contemplation of Heavenly truth, from gom. 14.19; 


the ſenſe of God's favoyr , 


; nid enim jucundius 
and the pardon of his fins , - -  Sr-ot, ——_ 


from the influence of God's mini reconciliatio , quam 


grace, from the hopes and veritatis revelatio , = 
anticipation of everlaſting jon uokia 2 


blifs: theſe are Pleaſures in- Que major voluptor, quam 
deed, in compariſon where- # wn ks Sc 
to all other pleaſures are no Te, quam — libertos, 
morethen brutiſh ſenſualitys, mw fete integra , 
ſordid impurities, ſuperficial #17, rime mall, $2 
touches, tranfient flaſhes of Terr.'de SpeHac. 29, 
delight ; ſuch as ſhould be infipid and 
unfavoury to a rational appetite z ſuch 
as are tincured with ſourneſs and bit- 
terneſs, have painfull remorſes or qualms 


E 4 CON» 


56 The-Second Sermon. 
conſequent. All the Pious man's perfor- 
mancesof duty and af devation are full 
of pure ſatisfaction and delight here , 
they ſhall berewarded with perfect and 
endleſs joy hereafter. , 

As for Safety, the Pious an hath it 
moſt abſolute and fure 3 he being guar- 
ded by Almighty power and wiſedom ; 
Pſal. 198; & reſting under the ſhadow of God's wings 
36.7. & 57 God »pbolding hin: with his hand, orde- 
fey 4 * ring bis ſteps , ſo that none of them ſhall 
Pal. 37+ 24. ſlide, holding his ſoul in life, and ſuffe- 
hte ring not his feet to be moved ; he being, 
31. & 119. by the grace and mercy of God, fecu- 
233: 5., 1<d from the aſſaults and impreſſions of 

41. 66. 9. : 
all enemies, from fin and guilt , from 
- the Devil, world and fleſh, from death 


and hell, which 'are our moſt formida- 


mies. 
Pial.119.45s As for Liberty, the Pious man moſt 
entirely and truly doth enjoy that : he 
alone is free from captivity to that cruel 
Tyrant, Satar,, from the miſerable {la- 
very to Sin, fromthe grievous dominion 
| of luſtand paſſion. He can doe what he 
pleaſeth, having a mind to doe onely 


what is good and fit, The Law heob- Þ 


06 ſerveth 1s worthily called the perfe@ law 
ps of liberty ; the Lord he ſerveth pena 
© WW | et 


ble, and in effe& onely dangerous ene- ; 


+0 


-] 
wy 
p: 
£+- 
4 


The Second Sermon. 57 


deth onely to command free-men and | 
friends : Te are my friends, (aid he, if you Joh. rg. 14. 
doe what-ever 1 command you; and, If the Joh. 8. - 
Son ſet you free, then are you free indeed. 2019" 
And for Eaſe, 'tis he onely that know- z4/24&- 
eth it 3 having his mind exempted from #5 
the diſtraCtion of care, from diſorder of 7z,. chryl. 
paſſion , from anguiſh of Conſcience, «4 Theod. 
from the drudgeries and troubles of the 
world, from the vexations and diſquiets 
whigh fin produceth. He findeth it 
made good to him, which our Lord 1n- 
viting him did promiſe, Come unto me, all Mart. 11.28. 
Je that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 
will give you reſt : he feeleth the truth of 
= e Divine aſlertions, A ep Iſa, 26. 3. 
im in perfect peace, whoſe mind is ſtaye 
0n hes Kar Grea =— mul on Pl, 119. 1652 
_ thy Law, and nothing ſhall offend 
Fen. | 
As for Knowledge, the Pious man a- 
lone doth attain it confiderably, ſoas to 
become truly wiſe, and learned to pur- 
poſe. Evil. men ( faith the Wiſe man yy. :8. 5, 
himſelf, who knew well, Y »nderſtand 7: 
not judgement: but they that ſeek the Lord 
underſtand all things. It is the Pious 
man that employeth his mind upon the 
moſt proper and worthy objefs , that 
knoweth things which certainly beſt de- 


ſerve 
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ſerve to be known, that hath his Soy] 
enriched with the choiceſt notions: he 
Skilleth to aim at the beſt ends, and to 
compaſs them by the fitteſt means 3 he 
can aſlign to each thing its due worth 
and value 3 he can proſecute things by 
the beſt methods, and order his affairs 
in the beſt manner : ſq that he 1s ſure 
not to be defeated or diſappointed in 
his endeavours, nor to miſ-ſpend his 
care and pains without anſwerablegruit. 
He hath the beſt Maſter to inſtru him 
in his ſtudies, and the beſt rules to di- 
re& him in his proceedings : he cannot 
be miſtaken, ſeeing in his judgment and 
choice of things he conſpireth with 1n- 


fallible Wiſedom. Therefore 6 {or&4v ® 


Exp piAooopei, the piows man is the ex- || 
quiſite philoſopher. The fear of the Lord © 
that is wiſedom, and to depart from evil | 


is underſtanding. The fear of the Lord R 


(asis ſaid again and again in Scripture) 


3s the bead (or top ) of wiſedow. A good : 
underſtanding have all they that keep his © 


commandments. 


Farther, the Pious man 1s enabled and | 


diſpoſed (hath the power and the heart) 
molt to benefit and oblige others. He 


doeth it by his ſuccour and affiftence, 


by his inftruction and adyice, whith he is 
ever 


s, 5 4 by 
= *% 
© 24h. nat? 9% 
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eyer ready to yieldto any man upon fit 
occaſion : he doeth it by the direion. and 
encouragement . of his good Example : 
he doeth: it by his conſtant and earneſt 
Prayers for all men: he docth it by 
drawing down Bleſſings from Heaven 
on the place where he refideth. He is 
upon all accounts the moſt true, the 
moſt common benefa&our to mankind ; 
all his neighbours, his Country , the 
World are in ſome way or other obli- 
ged to him : at leaſt, he doeth all the 


| good hecan, and in wiſh doth benefit 


all men. 

Thus all the fruits and conſequences 
of Profit, the which engage men ſo ea- 
zerly to purſue it, don the beſt kind 
and higheſt degree reſult from Piety , 
and, indeed, onely from it. All the Phi- 
loſophical Bravado's concerning a Wiſe 
man being onely rich , onely honoura- 
ble, onely happy, onely above fortune, 
are verified in the: Pious man : to him 
alone, as ſuch, with a ſure foundation, 
without vanity, with evident reaſon 
thoſe Aphoriſms may beapplied. They 
are Paradoxes and fictions abſtratting 
from Religion, or conſidering men one- 
ly under the Hght and power of nature: 
but ſuppoſing our Religion true, a good 

$f | = 
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Chriſtian ſoberly, without arrogance, in 


proportion and according to the mea- 
ſure of his Piety, may  atfume them tg 


| himſelf, as the H. Apoſtles did 3 I poſſeſs 


all things, I can doe all things, he may in 
a ſort ſay after S. Pal. 


. - As forall other Profits, ſecluding it , 


Sen. Ep. 59. 


they.are but imaginary and counterfeit, 
meer ſhadows and illuſions, yielding 
onely painted ſhows in ſtead of ſubſtan- 
tial fruit. 

If 'from bare worldly wealth ( that 
which uſurpeth the name of Profit here) 
a man ſeeketh Honour, he is deluded , 
for he 1s not thereby truly honourable ; 
he is but a-\hining Earth-worm, a well- 
trapped Afs, a gaudy Statue, a theatrical 


Grandee:: with God, who judgeth moſt | 
rightly, he is mean and deſpicable ; no | 


intelligent perſon can inwardly reſpe& 


him. Even here(in this World of falla- | 
cy and dotage) the wiſeſt and ſobereſt 


men, whoſe judgment uſually doth ſway 
that of others, cannot but contemn him, 
as Maſter of no real good, nor fit for 
any good purpoſe ; as ſeeing that in the 
end he will prove moſt beggarly-and 
wretched. | 
If a man affeteth Power thence, he 

is grievouſly miſtaken; for, in ws 
LNETE= 
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thereof, he proveth exceedingly feeble 
and impotent, able to perform nothing 
worthy a man, ſubje& to fond humours 
and paſſions, ſervant to divers luſts and 
pleaſures, captivated by the Devil at his 
pleaſure , overborn by temptation, hur- 
ried by the ſtreamof the World, and li- 
able to the ſtroaks of fortune. 
£ & . If he propoundeth to himſelf thence 
- & the enjoyment of Pleafure, he will alſo 
much fail therein : for in lieu thereof 
* & he ſhall find care and trouble, ſurfei- 
| & ting anddiſcaſe , weariſome ſatiety and 
bitter regret 3 being void of all true 
delight in his mind, and fatisfaCtion in his 
Conſcience; nothing here being able to 
furniſh ſolid and ſtable pleaſure. 

If he fanfieth Safety , he deludeth 
himſelf : for how can he be ſafe, who is c 
deſtitute of God's proteQion and ſuc- 
cour; who is theobje@ of Divine wrath 
and vengeance; who is aſſailed by many 
fierce and powerfull enemies 3 whom 
the roaring Lion is ready to devour 3 
whom Death and ſudden deſtruGion are £ TR $3 
coming to ſeiſe upon 3 whom Guile 
threatneth,--and Hell gapeth for; who 
without any guard or fenceſtandeth ex- 
poſed to ſuch imminent, ſuch horrid and 
ghaſtly dangers ? - 


Auguſt. 


Prov. 25.28. 
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- Tf he thirſt for: Liberty, he will be 
fruſtrated: for he can be no otherwiſe 
then aflave, while he continueth impi: 
ous; ſerv tot donminorun, quot vitiorum, 
4 ſlave to ſo many maſters as be keepeth 
vices; a ſlave to himſelf, and his owq 
laſts z carrying about with him the fet- 
ters of unſatiable defire, being hampered 
with inconſiſtent and irregular affeRi- 
ONs, 

Eaſe he cannot obtain, being oppreſ: 
ſed with unwieldy burthens of fin , of 
care, of trouble ; being toſſed with reſt- 
leſs agitations of luſt and paſſion ; bein 
like the troubled ſea, which cannot reſt 
whoſe waters caſt up mire and dirt. 

If he meaneth to get Wiſedom, he is 


out; for Wiſedom and Impiety are in- { 
compatible things. All his knowledge is | 
vain, all his ſpeculations are no better | 


then dreams, ſeeing he erreth in the | 


main point, and is not wiſe to ſalvation. 
He is, in fine, extremely miſtaken, and 
im all his projets will be lamentably 
diſappointed, whoeverfanfieth any true 
profit without Piety : he never can at- 
tain to' be ſo. much as wealthy ; but 
drudge and plod what he cat), muſt be a 
beggar, and a forlorn wretch. For how 
can he be any wile rich, who doth wor 
al 
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all the beſt things, the onely valuable 


things in the world, which any man may 
have, which any good mandoth poſleſs? 
How can he be rich, who is deſtitute of 
the moſt needfull accommodations of 
life; who conſtantly feedeth on the 
courſeſt and moſt ſordid fare, (the duſt 
of pelf, the dung of ſenſuality ; ) who 
hath no faithfull or conſtant friends 
(nothing earthly can be ſuch ; ) who is 
maſter of nothing but dirt, or chaffe, or 
ſmoak ? Whereas'alſo Riches do confiſt, 
not in what one enjoyeth at preſent, 
( for that can belittle ) but in a preſu- 
med ability to enjoy afterward what he 
may come to need or deſire; or in well- 
grounded hopes that he ſhall never fall 
into want or diſtreſs. How can that man 
be rich, who hath not any confidence 
in God, any intereſt in him, any reafon 
to expect his Bleſſing? yea, who hath 
much ground to fear the diſpleaſure of 
him, in whoſe hand all things are, and 
who arbitrarily difpoſeth of all> Piety 
therefore is the onely profitable thing, 


according to juſt eſteem. She 3s more Prov. 3. 15 


precious then rubies, andall the things we 
can deſire are not to be compared to her. 
Upon this account it is moſt true, what 


the P/alriſt affirmeth, A /ittle that the val. 37, 16. 
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righteows hath, is better then great riches 
of the ungodly. * 


IV. That Commendation 1s not to be 
omitted which is neareſt at hand ; and 
ſuggeſted by S. Pax! himſelf. to back-thig 

Prion concerning the univerſal profits 
tableneſs of Piety 3 For (faith he) z#t hath 
the. promiſe of the life that now is, and of 
that which is to come : that is, God hath 
promiſed to reward it with Bleſlings ap- 
pertaining to this mortal life, and with 
thoſe which concern the future eternal 
ſtate. 

As for the Bleſlings of this life , al- 
though God hath not promiſed to load 
the godly man with affluence of worldly 
things, not to put him into a ſplendid 
and pompous garb , not to diſpenſe to 
him that which may ſerve for pampe- 
ring the fleſh, or gratifying wanton fan- 
cy , nottoexempt him from all the in- 
conveniencies to which humane nature 
and this worldly ſtate are ſubjeCt ; yet 
hath he promiſed to furniſh him with 
what-ever.is needfull or convenient for 
him,in due meaſureand ſeaſon,the which 
he doth beſt underſtand. There is no 
good thing which a man naturally deſt- 
reth, or reaſonably can wiſh for, which 
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fthe 
[6 then Pal. Tr tt. 
- x ce rr $\ LF 'what-ever 0: 
therwiſedoth fall out, it 2 oſuredly ſhal be 1 8. 12+ 
welfwith them that the fr Gods hat, Bleſ- | ON 
fib every one thut feareth the Lord an 
meg be mae ++ —= heppy ſhalt 
Chr kak ## fral'be well with thee ; 
wy, fry a pov? I RIN jo 3 Pfov, 12.37; 
t things f or good to Rom. 8. 28. 
them that pw a. * war xt 
Particularly, therearepromiſed to the 


Pions man, - | 
| of all Wants. The Lord will prov. 10,3 
ſoul of of the righteows to fa- 

mſn. The 17 ok Mes, t6 the Gals. Prov. 13.29, 
ing of his foul There is no wint to then vc, ,,. 9, 10. 
that fear God.' ' The young Lions do lack, % 33. 19. & 
en ſuffer hunger; but they that ſeek, the 37-5" 
Lord: =_ not want any good thing. K 

"A ProteQion in all Dangers, The eye va. x5; 18; 
of the Lord is upon them t hins' $ > & 
#po# them that hope in his mercy ; ang de- —— 
liver their ſout  frons death, and' to keep 
them 'albve in famine. There ſhall no evil vtgi. 10,11; 
befall thee, neither ſhall any plague come 
gh thy dwelling : He ul give his = 
i gels 
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gel a thendedep thee in eh 


nerh bring it to Tok 
o be \doeth, it ſhall proſptn 
Job 22008 ——Thboy ſhalt wry and it ſbdl 
Deut. 28, 8, por thy wigys.. i bs Lord fball command 
12. a bleſſing -upar Bae in thy | 
in all that thou ſette e hand with 
Pror..23-18.'Thine expe@ation ſha! not 4 ent off. 


Comfortable enjoying the fruits of 


Pdal, 328. 2- His ind — — The eat the labon 

RE adm 4 
Satisfattion of all reaſonable Deſire 

Prov, 40.24 The deſore of the righteous ſhall be granted 

Pal. 37. 4+ Delight + thy ſelf in the Lord, and he fbdl 

ag! eu oY ua _ pt of thine heart. > 6.8 

1 # e ofthemt Me: 

P.7 ia raphy roapy gt fer 
Iſa. 32, 17. . Firm: Peace and quiet. . work 9 

righteouſneſs ſhall be peace z, and the effel 

of righteouſneſs , quietneſs and aſſurantt 


Pc. 19. x65. for ever,,. Great peace have they whid® t 
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love thy Law. The fruit of righteouſneſs Jun, x. 18. | 


V2 4 Co 
po and \laoriey. on is ſown for Pal. 97. 18. 
the righteows, and gladneſs for the upright 
iu beart. \ In the tranſereſſuon of an evil Prov, 2y. 6. 
men there is a ſnare : but the righteows 
doth fing and rejoice. 

Support and comfort in' afflitions. 
He healeth the broken in heart, and 'bin= Pal. 149. 3: 
deth up their wounds. Be of good conrage, ell. 31.24 
and be ſhall ſtrengthen your heart, all ye 27-14 
that hope in the Lord. 

\ Deliverance from trouble. Many are py. 44 ig, 
the afflitions of the righteow , but the 
Lord delivereth him out of a, He kee- vol. 37. 39: 
peth all bis bones, not one of theme is bro- 
ken, 


Preſervation and recovery from miſ- 


| haps, or: miſcarriages. Though he fall , vg, 39. 24; 
| be ſball n10t be utterly ca yn FOumY 


Lord ya boldeth hin with bis hand. 

I ent of = m_ to _ 
and dignity, to wealth and proſperity. 
pony the Lord, and ha bir wn Plal. 39. 34; 
and he fhall exalt thee to inherit the land. 
By -buneility and fear of the Lord are yg, ,, . 
riches and bonour. Bleſſed is the man that ve, ,,, . , 
feareth the Lord — wealth and riches are 
in bis houſe. | The upright ſhall have good Prov. 28.10. 


* things: in poſſeſſion. If they obey and ferve (Job 36. 7. 
row F 2 im, Mm 
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him, they ſhall ſpend: thetr days in ofþe: 
Prov. 14: 11, rity, and their years 7 pleaſure... 
\,i. +  bernackeo ns Fog; ga 
* Prov. 10. 27. Lord pro. 


ee * longeth 6-97 vpn en us eys 's ſhal he mul. 

tiplied, and the pov fe fe fat be 
_ 3- 1,2 ET . Txt #h my com-" 
F” mandwents 1. CT is, and 
long life  apd. peace ſhall they 


thee. 


A Good. name enduring after\death, 
Hh 


-_ 10, 7, The memory of the juſt is b 
Phat ny. as... Ble entailed on. 

112. 2. Jeethſaall e mighty apon _ the 
(Tx0. 20:6.) erdtjon of the. upright ſhall be b "1 
| Prov.12- 3. Theyoot of the, righteous ſhall not be \mo- 


ved, 


Thus is a liberal diſpenſation even of 
temporal goods annexed by God's infal- 
lible Ward: unto the —_ of oO 
It-is indeed more frequen i 
ly and explicitly promiſed unto God's 
ancient People, as being. a conditional 
ingredient of the Covenant made with 
— them, exhibited 1n _ as a — 
&7, 12.& £0 their external 
11, 13. rye _ : in incheir ptr 
| olpe not ſo clearly propound it, 
or ſo much infiſt upon is, as not princi- 


pally 
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to the Evangelical 'Co- 
venant., the ,'1n- reward to \rhe 
"of Its conditions <tr us, 1 1 
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culiarly' doth offer —_— 
and relating to the tes Hh 


hrs dong to be mentioned jm $9.3: 18. 


{ B 
Yer 4s Rakes celſtiah-Bevefits, in 
not openly tendered inthe Fewi/b 
_ qr 4 conched therein, 


on for: the { 
ibn rae 


ers of Religion'z: {6 
eddaer— — -—— 


Ss thdefſtobd / ood 60 belong xe | 


pious Chriftians : there is @ Cocdieil/ '(as 


cog annexed to the | _ | 


;/4rithe which God fi — 
re Gent hs-Children 
all that-is-:needfull | of: ane wore for 


theth. - His Providence hath not ceaſed - 


to watch over us, his: Bounty doth not 
fail toward. us even in this reſped 5 his 
Care: will not be Wagling t to fred us 
and. oath us comfortably, to 'Uus 
 ftom(evil,: to proſper our anderta- 
Hence doth he'command tis to 
care for nothing, but to caſt our care wþ- 


x Pet. 5s. 7+ 


on bing, to recommend qur buſineſs to hinv, Phil. 4. 6. 


becauſe be careth for.us, he will wever for- 


fake #0 3 he will. hear our Prayers, and 


F 3 help 


Heb. 13+ $- 
Matt. 6. 2%» 
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1 Tin.6.15, adlpins. ' Hence we are 
trafk in uncertain riches, but in the bi 
Ged;who giveth w-vichly all sSf0 Ce 

2 Pet. 1. 3. Joy: Hence: iS fad; _ divine 

1. power. hath given: 

'. veto life my an 


EE Henovit 
Matt. 6, 33» pony re 


not tt 


þ wks Evan lH 

ON _ we ———— 

Rom. 8, "_— —__ Gith-S. Pax!) thit' ſpared 
4 FN wth bi als Fon 

pe not wit | 

Jy give us all things # 1n fine, : hence it is 

iÞ as. Botorious, : that? 


'& 
to-fallout otherwiſe: then as 
Rom, 8. 28, 00 rae: We indw (faith 

| 23S, Pawul) that all things worktogethey for 
3 Cor.10. 13« good wats thoſe. thai boos Goed'r Nor wil 


(Gor, in any caſe, ſuffer ue to res rr: 
any: want of prefſure, ere 
are able to bear; Thus is Piety erveml 
; profitable, as hauing the p1 vaſes of 
. . -life, orexhibitiong all temporal verde he 
; defirable to het 


Wy But infinitely more afable, it” is as 
nb the PO of the futire $a KF 
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F the: o- 


| FEVEr= 1 Pet. I. 4 
faking | or 
#13 that roo weight of glory; thoſe 2 Cor. 4,17. 
meffable joys of Paradifez Omer Per. 1.8. 
Countenance - bores obs reſence 4 13: 
of God ; that u conceiv and unex- 
eobly joyyul AN maprree Jorious, pert and. 
lis 3 brietly, all. thatis compri- 
6 nd in thoſe words the 
e Rot ſeen, noPdar h x Cor. 2+ 
thier bets entred. = the VourF 0 4 ; 
the” things which God hath Us 
them that love him: 'Infinitel profi 
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w xj in the world there is - 
\ more generally profitable then 
ht.: .by.' it. we converſe. bf the 
world ,..and have all thin | 
; by: it we truly. and.cafi] 
As in their right e, ſha 
ape by it we guide: our ſheps 


EPEnR \ What. is 
d hong what: js, noxious 3 +5 by-i 
are.comfortaþ! and 
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without it a'matis ſtark blind,” and ut 
Iſa. 55. ro. terly | "gropeth in doubt, wary 
Jobs. 14 drethin miſtake; tri upon alt occa 
Deur-28. 29. fions , and often falleth into miſchic| 
. Prov. 4. 18, The path "The 1 (Gith the W5/e T 


I9. is as the ht ——The way of t 
wicked s o dark, they' hit wot 

| Prov. 13.6, hat they "R; iohteonſneſs, heed 
| En1:3,5 peth bins t ight in the ey but 

withedwe/7 fit the ftrner. | 
\Again, it iza fair ornament of a 275 

add a convenience both to 

Wfand to others with whom he convers 

feth or dealeth, to att regularly , univ 


formly, and confiſtently 3; fr a man 
ſelf from diſtraction and -1 tion itt 


- others rot? 


I | and difax K ti! cheſt! 

| v/i4 cant ,trinſaons” with : * 

- aliguid ex 

: C179 rule dn RR is" thiche ſors 
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firmly can pe a matn'xts 
ally reſtraina manfrom'a p 
* There is ſcarce in nature Uny th 
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-wild, fo intraQable; ſo unintelligible, As 


mir! who hath 'tio bridle of Coriſci- 
etieeto guide of check him. - A profane 


Compaſs to guide him; ſo that he is 
any wind, and driven with a- 
ny —_— none knoweth whither; whi- 
4her bodily temper doth ſway him , or 
paſſion doth hurry wn} or _—_ doth 
por! him, or ' example leadeth'him, or 


»- TT, wg ww". mm” Sf £7 © C0. 


r tranſporteth himsz whither any 
Fry variable and: unaccountable cauſes 
deetthine him, of divers of thern toge- 


bleth and hovereth, that he cari ſeldom 
HinſetF cell what» in-any caſe he'ſhonld 
de," nor can another! gueſs itz "fo that 
:6afinot at ary 'time know where to 
him; or how to deal with him; 
edfinot wit! teaſon- everirely 'up* 
>Hit ; {0 '=»fbable be iii "ll bis 
kt: He is in ett a meer Child” 
amour atid': ine, fottiewhat 
worſe then'a 01 which, "flowing 
the inſtin& of ity tiarure,, is conſtant 
lar, andthence traftible : 5 or 
fo untradtable , that no man 
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man is ike a Ship , without Anchor to , 
' ſtay him, or Rudder. to ſteer him, or - .. 


St org or Taleeh him, or | 


ther diſtract him : whence He {0' ram- 


wit be deecivett itymeddling with him. 
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therefore can be more uriman- 


nega wa - nothing ean .be 
" more .unp ſealant then to have — 


me, tot ac 
rom variis with him: 

effeFibus 

e-nciſum atque laceratum, quam mala mend. Quint. I2. Is 


j 


But.a Pjous man , | being ſteddily 
07 Fw; verned by Conſcience, and a. Jo 


Mm ans {2 certain | Principles , doth both under 
5 ſtand. himſelf, _ is intelligible to 0- 


AvI5, om 


—_ thers ; he preſently.deſcrieth what in 2 


eiwery* 


TUETWy ahve ny caſe he is to jy and can 


33  8a4- account of. his aQi ow 
aniar * himclearly, and y tell what he 


Jar sZer Will, doe, "and may therebore fully cot- 
"Arif web ur;bam-..-_! 

va What therefore LovandOovernnen 
are to She gaceryh 
preſerve th e world in. 
"at men. 


3 It UP Ev lean For 
—_ EI towgse one. ny 


tice within rake. ry 
vantage appeareth- greqter, .confdeving 
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that the Rules which it preſcribeth are 
-< that can be; Such (7 
needs be, as ing from infallible 
Wiſedom and immenſe Goodneſs; being 
indeed no other then Laws which- the 
All-wiſe and moſt gracious Lord and Ma- 
ker of the world, out of tender kindneſs 
to his ſubjects and creatures, with eſpe- 
cial d to our welfare , hath been 

toenatt and declare. What of 
old he faid to the 1 ae/ites, concerning 
their Laws, may with pow advantage 
be-applied to thoſe w 
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doth the Lord thy God require of thee , 
bat to fear the Led thy God,to walk in all 
bis ways, and to love bim, "and to ſerve 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
; w 4 foul, To keep the C onmandments 
9 Lord, and bis — which 
command thee this day for ' good : ? 
(For thy good, that was the wo of 
their being commanded, thereto the ob- 
ſervance of them did tend. ) And that 
I which by the Levites in 
ven to that, doth more 

— ary _ ally agree to the Chriſtian 
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from Mount Sinai, and ſpa- 


het ar peta from heaven, and gaveſt 
them 


— * OO > . 


ich ſhould = 
late our livesz And now , Iſrael, Deut. 10.12, 


— ria and / nn" inſtitution : Thos yeh, g. 13. 
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them ,right judgments ,| and tree laps | 


good ſtatutes and commundments. A 


The 


b 


ly; the commandment is holy, juſt, and 
good : as ſuch it; is recommended to ty 


by its 'Authour, ſo-we Chriſtians are by 


many great Arguments aflured that it is, 


and that it is ſuch even-our natural rea« 
ſon dictateth; ſo (astothe chief inſtan- 


ces thereof) themoſtwiſe andſober men 


always have acknowledged , fo the ge- 
neral-conſent doth avow, and fo even 
common' experience doth atteſt, For, 


heartily to love and reverence the Ma- 
7 thing. 


ker of all things , who by ev 
apparent before us demonſtrateth him- 
ſelf incomprehenfibly powerfull, wiſe; 
and good, to be kind and charitable'to 
our neighbours, to be juſt and faithfull 


inour dealings, to be ſober and modeſt. 
in our minds, to be meek and gentle in 
our demeanours, to be ſtaunch and tems 


perate in our enjoyments, and the like 
principal rules of duty , are fuch, that 
the common reaſon of men and conti- 


nual experience do apprbve them, as. 
hugely conducible to the publick- good'. 


of men, and to each wan's private wel- 
fare. Sonotoniouſly beneficial they ap- 


pear, that for the juſtification. of them «| 


WC 


(laith the Apoſtle Pax!) is bo. 
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irrefiſtibly conquereth and commandeth 
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molt concerned to derogate from them. 
For hajdly can any man 
ſo lewd: as ſeriouſly to diſapprove or 
emn them, as inwardly to blame or 
light thoſe who truly at according to 
them. - The,will of men ſometimes may 
be ſo- depraved; that diflolute 
wantonly and heedleſly may ſcoffat,and 
ſeem to diſparage goodneſs 3 that good 
men by: very. bad men for doing well 
may be envied and hated: (their being 
ſo treated is commonly an argument of 
the goodneſs of their perſons and of their 
ways:_) but the Underſtanding of men 
can hardly be ſo corrupted, that Piety, 
Charity, Juſtice, Temperance, Meekneſs 
can in good earneſt confiderately by any 


. man bediſallowed, or that perſons appa- 


rently practifing them can be deſpiſed ; 
but rather, inſpite of all contrary preju= 


- dices and diſfatfeQtions, ſuch things and 


fuch perſons cannot but in judgmentand 
heart be eſteemed by all men. The luſter 
of themby a natural and neceflary effica- 
(like that of Heaven's gloriouslight) 

eth the fight,and charmeth the ſp1- 


rits of all men hving; the beauty of them 


in 
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in thea pficnony ofcaay! the more 
they a td, the more uſtfalt and 
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the obſervatice' 'of them being to all 
menstaſt very pleaſant , © all mens x 
perience very wholſome: Indeed: ; 
the ent ny whereby common life is ador: 
's Fveetned, þ is rendre@' pleaſarit and 
fable doth (pri NT thence 3 all meh 
miſchief which | 
and which diſturb'the bog Palpabl a 
do ariſe from thetranſprefſionior neg! 
thereof. 
- -If we look on a perfon ſticking td 
thoſe Rules, we ſhall perceive him to 
have a chearfull mind and compoſed paſe 
ſions, to be at peace within and ſatisfied 
with himſelf z to live in comely order, 
- ood repute, in fair correſpondence 
firm concord with his neighbours, 
If we mark what preſerveth the body 
found and Jluſty,, what 'keepeth the 
_. mimd vigorous and brisk, what ſaveth 
and” improveth the eſtate , What up» 
holdeth the good name, what '\guardeth 
and graceth a man's _ life; it 1sno- 


thing elſe but proce in ourdemea- 
on and dealings ———_— to the ho- 
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neſt and wiſe Rule of Picty:. If- we 
view 
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The Third Sermon. 
yiew a . Place whete theſe commonly .in 


Yo meaſure ate obferved, we ſhall dif- 


zo, that Peace and Proſperity do flou- 
h there ; that all things proceed on 
ſyeetly. and fairly 3 that men generally 
dive on converſation and commerce to- 
gether contentedly, delightfully, advan- 
zgeoully, yielding friendly advice and 
MF urnally, ſtriving to render one a- 
mother happy 5 that few clamours or 
complaints are heard there , few con- 
tentions or ſtirs do appear , few diſa- 
ſters or tragedies do occurre; that ſuch 
aplice hath indeed much of the face , 
much of the ſubſtance of Paradiſe. 
But if you mind a perſon who neglec- 
t&h them, you will find his mind galled 
with fore remorſe , racked with anxi- 
ous fears and doubts, agitated with 
ſtorrtis of paſſion and luſt, living in diſ- . 
order and diſgrace, jarring with others, 
and no leſs diſſatisfied with himſelf. IF 
you obſerve what doth impair the 
health, doth weaken and fret the mind, 
doth waſte the eſtate, doth blemiſh the 
reputation, doth expoſe the whole lite 
to: danger and trouble ; what is it but 
thwarting theſe good Rules ? It you con- 
der a place where theſe are much neg- 
kited, it will appear like a —” 
PF G Oo J 
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of ſavage Beaſts, or a ſty of foul Swine, 
or a hell of curſed Fiends ; full of roe 
ring and tearing, of factions and fewds, 
of diſtractions and confuſions, of pitifull 
objeds , of dolefull moans , of tragical 
events. Men are there wallowing in 
filth , wildly revelling , bickering and 
ſquabbling, defaming , circumventing, 
diſturbing and vexing one another ; a 
if they affected nothing more then to 
render one another as miſerable as they 
can. It is from luſt and luxury, from ans 
bition and avarice, from envy and ſpite, 
and the like diſpoſitions, which Religi- 
on chiefly doth interdi&, that all ſuch 
horrid miſchiefs do ſpring. 

In fine, the Precepts of Religion are 
no other, then ſuch as Phyſicians would 
preſcribe for the health of our Bodies; 
as Politicians would avow needfull for 
the peace of the State, as Epicurean Phi- 
loſophers do recommend for the trat- 
quillity of our Mind, and pleaſure of our 
lives 3 ſuch as common reaſon diftateth, 
and daily trial ſheweth conducible to 
our welfare 1n all reſpects : which con- 
ſequently , - were there no law exaCing 
them of us, we ſhould in wiſedom chu 
to obſerve, and voluntarily impoſe on 


our ſelves, confeſiing them to be fit mat- 
ters 
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_—__, as _ —_— one and 
aifite tothe eral and par- 
IF of kind” $6 that what 
Plutarc 

that he had ſo ſquared his Laws to the Ci- 
tizens, that all f them might clearly per- 
ctive, that to obſerve them was more for 
their benefit and intereſt , ther to violate 
them, is far more true concerning the 
Divine Laws, 


I. We may conſider more particular- 
ly , that Piety yieldeth to the praftiſer 
all kind of intertronr Content, Peace, 
and Joy ; freeth him from all kinds of 


diffatisfaction , regret , and diſquiet 3 


which is an incftimably-great advantage: 
for certainly the Happineſs and Miſery 
of men are wholly or chiefly ſeated and 
founded in the Mind. If that is in a 
good ftate of health , reſt and chearful- 
neſs, what-ever the perſon's outward 
condition or circumſtances be , he can- 
ft be wretched': if that be diſtempe- 
&d of diſturbed, he cannot be happy. 
For what if a man ſtem very poor ; if 
b be abundantly ſatisfied 1n his own 
poſſeſſions and enjoyments > What if he 


aſteth not the pleafures of ſenſe ; if he 
enjoyethi purer and ſweeter delights of 
| G 2 mind? 


reporteth Solor to have faid , Ylut. in Sol. 


Prov, 18, 4» ; 


friends; if he yet be throughly in peace 


bim ; if he bediſpleaſed with, if he con- 


black clouds. do. overcaſt his Soul ? 
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mind > What if tempeſts of fortune ſur- 
round him 3 if his mind be calm and 
ſerene 2 - What if he have few or n6 


and amity with himſelf, and can de- 
lightfully converſe with his own 
thoughts 2 What ifmen (light, cenſure, 
or revile him; it he doth value his own 
ſtate , doth approve his own aQtions, 
doth acquit himſelf of blame in his 
own conſcience ? Such external contin- 
gencies can ſurely no more prejudice a 
man's real Happineſs, then winds bluſte: 
ring abroad can harm or trouble him 
that abideth in a good room within 
doors, then ſtorms and fluQuations at 
ſea can moleſt him who ſtandeth firm 
upon the ſhore. On the other hand, the 
greateſt affluence of ſeeming goods will 
avail nothing, if real content of mind 
be wanting. For what will the higheſt 
eminence of outward ſtate import to 
him that is dejected in his own-conceit? 
What 1f, the world court and bleſs him, 


or. jf all people do admire and applaud 
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demneth, if he deſpiſeth himſelf 2 What 
if the ,weather .look fair and bright 
without, if ſtorms rage in his breaſt, if 


. 


What 
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' What if he do abound with friends, and ' 


enjoy peace abroad; if he find diſtrac- _—_ in 
tion at home, and 18 at cruel variance Eovuules 38 
with himſelf? How can a man enjoy 4 eg» © 
any fatisfaQion , or reliſh any pleaſure , 5” 
while ſore remorſe doth ſting him, or 4m = 


ſolicitous doubts and fears do rack 9@, # 
him ? 1S, i 7206 
Ny ! i LL aus], 8 
AUTHAGQ TEIN, by, ian xbou © , «Mon wh dySpunov 
miny HON! av i xgripdwu wvoy mywvus my, % owns; d av 
Now that from the praQtice of *Reli- 
gion, and from it alone , ſuch inward 
content and pleaſure do ſpring 3 that it 
onely miniſtreth reaſon of content, and 
difpoſeth the mind to enjoy it 3 that it 
extirpateth the grounds and roots of 
diſcontent; that it is the onely mother 
of true , ſober alacrity and tranquillity 
of mind, will, upon conſidering things, 
be manifeſt, 
There is no other thing here 1n this 
world that gan yield any ſolid or ſtable 


content to our mind. For all preſent 


enjoyments are tranſient and evanid 5 py, 29.24. 
and of any future thing, in this king- 
dom of change and contingency, there 
can be no aflurance. There is nothing 
below large enough to fill our vaſt ca- 
pacities, or to ſatiate our boundleſs de- 
os G .q ' 


Prov. 29420, 
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| fires, ar. to appeaſe our ſqueamitſh deli; 
' cacy. There 1s nothing whoſe ſweetneh 

we do not preſently exhauſt and ſuck 

dry; whereof thence we do not ſoon 

row weary, quite loathing, or faintly 

Fiking it. There is not any thing which 

is not ſlippery and fleeting 3 ſo that we 
can for a long time hope to poſlets it, 

or for any time can enjoy it , without 

reſtleſs care in keeping it, and anxious 

fear of lofing it. Nothing there 1s, in 

the purſuance, the cuſtody, the defence 

and maintenance whereof we are not 

liable to diſappointments and croſle, 

Nothing conſequently there is produc- 

tive of any ſound content to the faſti- 

dious, impatient, greedy and reſtlek 

heart of man. The greateſt confluence 

of preſent, corporeal, ſecular things (a 

all the health, the riches , the dignity, 

the power, the friendſhips and depen- 

dences, the wit, the learning and wile 

dom, the reputation and renown in this 

world ) will not afford much of it: 

which yet is but an imaginary ſuppoktti- 

on ; for in effe& hardly do all ſuch ac- 
commodations of life concurre in any 

Eccles 10, 1, ſtate. There is ever ſome dead fly inour 
box, which marreth our ozzztmzext ; ſome 
adherent inconvenience, which _ 
thc 
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1i- & the guſt of our enjoyment : there is al- 
< ways ſome good thing abſent, which we 
dowant or long for; ſome ill thing pre- 


. feat, or in proſpet , which we ab- 
1; & horre, would avoid, do fear may come. _ 
þ If therefore we would find content, we 


muſt not ſeek it here 5 we muſt want it, 

or have it from another world : it muſt 

come hither from Heaven, and thence 

onely Piety can fetch it down. This, 

in ſtead of thefe unſatisfying, uncertain 

and unſtable things, ſupplieth us with 

goods adequate to our moſt outſtretched 

wiſhes, infallibly ſure, inceſſantly dura- 

blez «n indefeible treaſure , an incor- @yowey 
ruptible inheritance, an unſhakable King- —_— 
dome, a perfe& and endleſs joy, capable _— 
to repleniſh the vaſteſt heart : which he Camiz a- 
that hath a good title to, or a confident 
hope of, how canhe be otherwiſe then 
extremely pleaſed, then fully content ? 

It affureth the favour and friendſhip of 

God, of him that is abſolute Lord and 

difpoſer of all things : the which he that 

hath, and confideth in, what can he 

want or wiſh more? what can he fear ? 

what can annoy or diſmay him? what 

can hap to him worthy to be deemed 

evil or ſad > What is Poverty to him, 


tor whom God is concerned to provide? 
WA What 
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What is Diſgrace to him, that hath the 
regard and-approbation of 'God 2? What 
is Danger to him, whom God continy- 
ally protefeth > What can any Diſtreſs 
work on him, whom God doth comfart, 


and will relieve > What is anything'to 


him, who 1s ſenſible that all things are 
purpoſely diſpoſed to him by - that Wiſe- 
dom which perfe&tly knoweth what is 
beſt, by that Goodneſs which entirely 
loveth him? In fine, he that is conſcions 
to himſelfof being well-afteted in mind, 
and adting the beſt way , who 1s fatis- 
fied in the ſtate of his Soul, ſecure. from 
God's diſpleaſure , and hopefull of his 
favour, what can make any grievous 1m- 
preſſion on him ? What other affeQtions 
then ſuch as are moſt gratefull and plea- 
fant can lodge in his Soul? Joy and 
Peace have natural ſeeds in ſuch a mind, 
and neceſlanly muſt ſpring up there: 
( in proportion, I mean, and accor- 


ding to the degrees of Piety refident 


therein.) T2294 

The Epzenreans did conceit and boaſt, 
that having by their Atheiſtical explica- 
tions of natural effe&s, and common e- 
vents here;diſcarded the belief and dread 
of Religion, they had laid aftrong foun- 
dation for tranquillity of mind, had dri- 
| ven 


Ly 
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vet! away all the cauſes of grief and fear, 
ſo that nothing then remained trouble- 
ſome ' or ter:4ble unto us 3 and conſe- 
quently, What, faid they, could forbid, + 
but that we ſhould be entirely conten- 
ted; "glad-and' happy 2 — Nos- exequat 
victoria clo; No God then ſurely could 
< & be more happy then we. But their at- 
s & temptin many reſpe(ts was vain andlame. 
7 © They preſumed of a-victory which it 1s 
s Þ impoſſible to obtain : and ſappoſing 
they had got it, their triumph would 
not have been ſo'glorious, their ſucceſs 


would not have been fo great, as they 
) pretended. For 'ſceing no Epicurear - 
. Diſcourſe can baffle the potent argu- 
ments which perſuade Religion 3 (thoſe 


| arguments which the: viſible conſtituti- 
on of Nature, the'current Tradition of 
all Ages , the general Conſent of men, 
the pregnant atteſtations of Hiſtory and 
Experience concerning ſupernatural and 
miraculous events do afford; ) ſince the 
Being and Providence of God have 
proofs ſo clear and valid, that no1ſubtle- 
ty of man can ſo far evade them, 'as not 
to be ſhaken with them, as wholly to 
be freed from doubt and ſuſpicion of 
their truth; ſince there can be no means 
of evincing the negative part in thoſe 
o "TY _ queſtj- 


queſtions to be true or jrnbabing ity 


vents, to: confirmthe oppofitedoarines 3 
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impoſſible thatany conſidering man, in 
this cauſe againſt Religion, ſhould ſup. 
ole himſelf to have acquired an abſo. 
ute and ſecure vidory .; or that he 
ſhould reap ſubſtantial fruit of comfort 
thence. It cannot be, that any man 
ſhould enjoy any perfe& quiet, without 


 aQting ſo as to ft ſome good hope of 


avoiding thoſe dreadfull miſchiefs which 
Religion threatneth to the. Kamgyes 
ſours of its Precepts.. Were there indeed 
but reaſon enough to ſtir, if not to ſtag- 

er, an Infidel ; were it ſomewhat du- 

ious whether, yea, were it great odds 
that there are not reſerved any puniſh- 
ments for impiety, as indeed there is, if 
not the perfeQeſt aſſurance imaginable, 
yet vaſt advantage on the contrary fide z 
were there but any ſmall reaſon for a 
Judgment to come, as there are appa- 
rently very . many and great ones ; had 
moſt men conſpired in. denying Provi- 
dence, as ever generally they havecon- 
ſented inavowing it 3 were there a pre- 
tence of miracles for eſtabliſhing the 
Mortality and Impunity of Souls , as 
there have been numberleſs, ſtrongly 
teſtified by good witneſſes and great e- 


did 
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did moſt wiſe and ſober men judge in 
favqur of Irreligion, as commonly they 


ever did and ſtill do otherwiſe : yet * 


wiſedam would require that men ſhould 
chuſe to be pious, fince otherwiſe no 
man can be throughly ſeeure, It is a 
wildnefs, not to dread the leaſt pol 
fibility of incurring fach hornble mi 
chiefs : any hazzard of ſuch importance 
cannot but ſtartle a man in his wits. To 
be in the leaſt obnoxious to eternal 
Torments, if men would think upon it 
23s men, ( that is, as rational and pro» 
vident creatures, ) could not but dif- 


turb them. And indeed ſo it is in expe- 


rience : for what-ever they ſay or ſeem, 
all Atheiſts and profane menareinward- 
ly ſuſpicious and fearfull ; they care not 
to dy, and would gladly ſcape the trial 
of what ſhall follow death, But let us 
nt or imagine the Epicrreare fucceſs- 

[l as he could wiſh in this enaterprize 
of fubdying Religion : yet except there- 
with he can alſo trample down Reaſon, 
new mould humane nature, ſubjugate 
all natural appetues and: paſſions, alter 
the ſtate of things here, and transform 
the world , he will yet in greateſt part 
fail of his conceited advantages ; very 
ſhort he will fallof triumphingin _— 
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tented and quiet mind. That which 
accrueth thence will at moſt be no more 


" then ſome negative content, or-a parti- 


N-ntempe-) 
ftate vexor, 


ſed nauſei. 


-  Senec, de 
' Tratiq. att. Is 


al indolency, arifing from his being re. 
ſcued from ſome particular cares and 
fears 5 which pas 4; the tran- 
quillity of a beaſt , or the ſtupidity of 
one that is out of his ſenſes : that is all 
he canclaim, which yet 1s more then he 
can ever compaſs. For he cannot be as 
a'Beaſt , or a meer Sot , if he would: 
Reaſon , refleQing .on preſent evils, 
and boding others future , will affli& 
him; his own unſatiable deſires, una- 
voidable fears and untameable paſſions 
will difquiet him. Were the . other 
world quite out of his faith or his 
thought ," yet this world would yield 
trouble ſufficient to render him void of 
any ſteddy reſt, or ſolid joy. All men 
ever have, andever will complain, that 
the burthens., croſles , ſatieties of this 
life, do much ſurpaſs the conveniences 
and comforts of it. So that, were no 0- 
ther to be expetted or feared, this of it 
ſelf would become grievous and nauſe- 
ous 3 we ſhould ſoon have enough or 
too much of it, without a ſupport and 
ſupply fromother-where. In the largeſt 
affluepce of things, in the deepeſt _ 
O 
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of our ſtate, we' are apt to nauſeate , 
and are weary even of our proſperity it 
ſelf; the which indeed commonly hath 


| Ingredients not onely ſomewhat unſa- 


youry, but very bitter and . loathſome. 
We may adde, ' that had thoſe profane 
attemptersquite baniſhed Religion;they 
with it na have driven away all the 
benefits and comforts of it 5 which, e- 
ven ſuppoſing them but imaginary, are 
yet the greateſt which common litedoth 
need, or can deſire : with it they would 
ſend packing Juſtice, Fidelity, Charity, 
Sobriety, and all ſolid Vertue, things 
which cannot firmly ſubfiſt without 
Conſcience : which being gone , hu- 
mane life would be the moſt diſorderly, 


| moſt unſafe , moſt wretched and con- 


temptible thing that can be 3 nothing 


but infipid and flaſhy ſenſualities 


would be left behind to comfort a man 
with 3 and thoſe hardly any man (by 
reaſon of competitions and contentions 
for them, no-wiſe reſtrainable ) could 
enjoy quietly, or ſafely. It is therefore 
Piety alone, which, by railing hopes of 
bleſſings and joys incomparably ſuperi- 
our to any here, that cannot be taken 
from us, can lay any ground of true 
content, of ſubſtantial and poſitive con- 

tent ; 


Matt, 11: 28. 
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tent 3 ſuch as conſiſteth not onely # 
removing the objefts and cauſes of 
vexatious paſſions, but in employing 
the moſt pleaſant afteCtions (love, hope, 
joy, ) with a delightfull complacenee 
uport their proper and moſt noble oh. 
jets. The Kingdom of God (and that 
onely, no other Kingdom hath that pri. 
vilege) confiſteth in righteouſneſ;, (tir, 
then in ) peace and ſpiritual joy. No 
Philoſopher, with truth and reaſon, can 
make that overture to us which out 
Lord doth ; Come unto me, all ye that art 
weary and heavy laden, and ye ſhall find 
reſt to your ſouls. Out of Religion there 
can be no Aphoriſm pretended like to Þ 
that of the Prophet, Thon ſhalt keep hin 
perfe peace, whoſe mind i ſtayed on þ 
Thee. 

If indeed we diſtinaly ſurvey all the 

unds and ſources of Content, it will 
appear that Religion onely can afford it. 

Dorh it reſult from a well governing 
and ordering our Paſſions > Then it i 
plain, that onely a pious man is capable 
thereof; for Piety onely can effeC that: 
it alone, with the powerfull aid of Di- 
vine Grace, doth guide our paſſions by 
exaCt rules, doth ſet them upon worthy | 
objes, doth temper and: tune them e 

Ju 
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rm harmony, doth ſeaſona- 
y curb and m_ i = ep mini 
doth rightly corre& and re- 72-20» 60 > are 
form - af This no bare rongyarris Ln lic: 
Reaſon ( which naturally is ine, penitenis, panaram 
ſo dim and fo feeble in ps tony on _ ”"_ 
man ) can atchieve : much 

les can Unreaſonableneſs doe it, which 

is ever prevalent in irreligious perſons. 

Their Paſſions do ever run wildly and 

at randome, in no good pace, within no 

ood compaſs , toward the meaneſt and 

baſeſt objes 3 whence they can have 

no reſt or quiet in their minds. As they 

are conſtantly offending, ſo ; 
will they ever be puniſhing a = Levy gh 
themſelves, with inteſtine ſuis diſplicer. Sen. Ep. 42. 
broils and conflicts, with PE ng _ 
diflatisfaGtions and regrets. "IO 
Hence , There is no peace to the wicked. 16. 48. 22. 


' Re is like the troubled ſea, which cannot $7. 20, 


reſt, God (as S. Auſtine ſpeaketh) hath Deus juſir, 

% # , and ſo it of : Hons rao fon - 

wind is a puniſhment to it ſelf. omnis inordi- 
Doth Content ſpring from a hearty nan an 

approbation of, or a complacence in a con; ba 

man's own a&tions ; from reflexion that 

he conſtantly doth a& according to rea- 

fon and wiſedom, to juſtice and duty ? 

Then can the pious man alone pretend 


ta 
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to it, whoknoweth that he walketh ins 
.. offenſively toward God and man ;; that he 
Niſiſapienti conſulteth his own beſt intereſt and wel- 
Juanon ps. fare; that aſſuredly nobad conſequence 
ftultitialab» can attend his unblameable behaviour 
rig eng that moſt wiſe men have declared their 
£p.9. approbation-of his proceedings ; that if 
he prove in his chief deſign miſtaken, 
yet no miſchief can thence befall him 
yea, that he is not thereby quite difap- 
pointed, ſeeing even much preſent ſatis- 
faction and convenience do ariſe up to 
him from his pratice. 
Doth Content grow froma ſound and 
healthfull conſtitution of Soul? It 1s the 
pious man alone that hath that, whoſe Þ 
mind 1s clear from diſtempers of vice Þ 
and paſſion. The impious man is infirm, 
out of order, full of diſeaſe and pain, 
according to the Prophet's deſcriptioh 
Iſa: 1. gy 6, of him 2 —T he whole head is ſsck 5 and 
the whole heart faint : From the ſole of 
the foot even unto the head there js no 
ſoundneſs in it, but wounds, and bruiſes, 
and putrefying ſores. 

Doth Content ariſe {ſpecially from 
good ſucceſs 1n, our attempts, or from 
proſperous events befalling us? Then it 
1s the pious man who 1s moſt capable 
thereof ; for he onely is ſecure , = | 

| what | 


= 
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by! the Divine Goodneſs, as tending 
thereto by the guidance of infallible 


-Wiſedomi. As he onely hath ground to 


hope for ſucceſs, becauſe he confideth in 
God, becauſe he-dutifully ſeeketh God's 
help; becauſe God 'js favourably diſpo- * 
ſed toward hitn, becauſe God ordereth 
his fteps, becauſe God is by promiſe en- 
edeto bleſs him, becauſe he is con- 
ious of. his intentions to render God 
thanks and praiſe for it, to employ his 
ſucceſs to God's honour and ſervice : ſo 


| he onely can be ſatisfied with the ap- 
| pearanee of ſucceſs, being able with aſ- 

| ſurance to fay after 8; Pax/, We know Rom.8. 26 
| that to thoſe who love God all things co- 


operate for good, | 

Is ſecurity from danger, from trouble, 
from want , from all evil, a ſource or 
matter of Content ? It certainly doth 
attend the pious man 3 God being his 
eſpecial Protectour, 'his Comforter, his 
P urveyour. {here ſhall no evil befall the Prov, 12.21; 
Juſt : There ſhall no plague come near his Pal. gs. 10, 
dwelling. God keepeth all bis bones, not Pal. 34, 20, 
0ne 0 them is broken. He delivereth the 170 
righteous out of their troubles. The deſire Prov. to. 24; 


| of the righteous ſhall be granted. There is val. $4.9. 
H 
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20 want vo them that fear God, Sod the 
Holy Oracles aſſure us. 

Doth Contentedneſs ſpring from ſuf 
ficieney,) real or apprehended? This ap- 
pertaiheth peculiarly to the pious man; 
for; having God, the Maſter ofall, for bj 

potion | he hath 'the'richeſt eſtate that 
90-8 5 he hath aJl-that he can deſire, 

he carinot but take himſelf to- have * 
/ Page Godlineſ? with contented. 
eſs F exrmzprcias, with Ju ffhevency ) 
#'(': £ . Paul ſaith ) 'winas meropme;, 
the great way of gainmg. He faith it not, 
as ſuppofing Godlineſs and-Contented- 
neſs be ſeparable; but rather, as im- 
plying Godlineſs therefore to be mot 
oainfull , becauſe Sufficiency and Con- 
tentedneſs do ever attend it. In fine, if 
that ſaying of Sexeca be wo that, {ft 
any pr the things he poſſeſſesh fſevh do no 


ſeem moſh ample, althoug Fi he. be Maſter of 


the whole rld , he is yet miſerable; 


men miſer eſt. thenz aſſuredly the pious man onely can 


be happy 3 for to him alone his poſſeſſi- 
ons can ſeem the largeſt and beſt, ſuch 
as there can be no poſſible acceſfion- to, 
or amendment of.'* For nothing'can be 
greateror better then God, iti whom he 


hath a ſtedfaſt propriety, whoſe infinite 


power and wiledorh'are engaged to _ 
m 
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him the utmoſt good that he is - enable 
oh: And farther, 


{JL Seeing Fre have mentioned Hap- 

pigeſs, or the 0mm bonm, the = 
Faſt ſcope of humane deſfire,. we do 
adde, - = Piety doth ſurely confer it. 
HappineG, what-ever it be, hath cer- 
tainly an eflentjal coherence with Pie- 
ty. 'Theſe are reciprocal Propoſitions, 
both of them infallibly true , He that is 
pigys-is happy 3. and, He that is happy 
pi9QUs.- - No .man doth undertake or 
proſecute any;thing, which he dothnot 
ren mn ſome order or degree con- 
hs to.that which all men \under a 
Dnfuſtd, notion. regard and tend to, 
whigh they:;call Happineſs, the higheſt 
Goof;, ) the :chiefeſt defrable thing. 
But jn- their, judgments about this thing, 
of-the means gf attaining it, as men diſ- 
fantaiych 5.14 of neceflity molt of them 
mult. be: miſtaken. Moſt, indeed, do 
aig-dnd ſhoot 'gt-a meer ſhadow of p rQ- 
kt,,or at that which is very: little Ss - 
in; compariſon nothing at 
Al's which little conduceth tq the per- 
n'of their .,nature, or the f(atisfaGti- 
gn,pf thei dire It they miſs the mark, 

_ arg : Gfappointed 3 if they- hit it , 
H 2 they 
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they are no lefs, and in effe& hit ny. 
thing. But what-ever this grand mat- 
ter is, in what-ever it confiſteth , how. 
ever it be procured ; be it the poſleſſi- 
on and fruition of ſome ſpecial choiee 
goods, or an aggregation and affluence 
of all $5 Piety furely is the main 


' Ingredient, and principal cauſe thereof, 


All other goods without it are infignifi- 
cant and unuſefull- thereto z and it can- 
not be wanting, where Piety is. Be a 


man never ſo rich, ſo powerfull, fo lear- 
ned and knowing, fo proſperous in his | 


affaits, ſo honourable in the opinions 


and affeQions of men : yetno-wiſe hap- Þ 


py can he be, if he is not pious ; being 


he wanteth the beſt woo , and is ſub» | 
ils; being he wan- 


ject to the worſt ev 
teth the love and favour of God, he 


 wanteth peace and fatisfaftion of Con- 


ſcience, he wanteth a right enjoyment 
of prefent things , he wanteth ſecurity 
concerning his final welfare. Be he ne- 
ver ſo poor, ſo low in'the eyes of men, 
ſo forlorn and deſtitute of worldly con- 
veniencies ; yet if he be pious, he can- 
not be wretched : for he hath an inte 
reſt in goods incomparably moſt prect- 
ous, and is ſafe from all confiderable & 
vils; he hath a free refort to the inex- 

hauſtible 
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hauſtible fountain of all Happineſs , he 
hath- a right to immenſe and endleſs 
Felicity , the which eminently contai- 
neth all he goers we are capable of; 
he is poſſeſſed thereof in hope, and cer- 
tain reverſion, there is but a moment to 

ak before his complete fruition of it. 

he want of all other petty things no 
more can maim the integrity of his Fe- 


| licity , then cutting the hair, or paring 


the nails, do mutilate a man : all other 
things are but ſuperfluitics or excreſcen- 


{ cies 1n regard to the conſtitution of Hap- 


pines. What-ever happeneth, that will 


| afſuredly be true, which is ſo much in- : 
| culcatedin H. Scripture, Bleſſed zs every pf. 128. 1,2. 
II2, I* 


one that feareth the Lord, that walketh in 


bis ways; Happy ſhall he-be, and it ſhall 


be well with him. Piety is indeed fraught 
with Beatitudes, every part.thereof yiel- 


[OE 


deth peculiar Bleſſedneſs. To the love Marr. s. 


of-God, to charity toward our neigh- 
bour, to purity of heart, to meekneſs , 
to humility, to patience, tomercifulneſs, 
to peaceableneſs Beatitude is aſcribed 


by aur Lord, (the great Judge and Diſ- 


penſer of it. ) Each religious perfar- 
mance hath happy fruits growing from 
It, and bliffull rewards nd thereto. 


All pious diſpoſitions are fountains of 


H 3 plea- 
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pleaſant ſtreams, which by their conflu: 
ence do make up a fiill-ſea of Felicity. 


IV. It js a peculiar advantage of Pie: 
ty, that jt furniſheth employment' fit 
for us, worthy of us, hugely grateful}, 
and highly beneficial to us. Mans: 
very buſie and adtive creature, which 
cannot live and doe nothing , whoſk 
thoughts are in reſtleſs motion, whoſe 
defires are ever ſtretching at ſomewhat, 
who-perpetually will be working either 

or evil to himſelf : wherefore 
greatly profitable muſt that thing be 
which determineth him to at&t well, te 
ſpend his care and pain on that which is 
truly advantageous to him 35 and- that 
is Religion onely. It alone faſtneth our 
thoughts , affeQtions and endeavours, 
upon occupations wotthy the dignity of 


\... our nature, ſuting the excellency-of our 


natural capacities and endowments, teh- 
ding to the perfe&ion arid advancemetit 
of out Reaſon, to the enriching and en- 
nobling of our Souls. Secluding that, 
we have nothing ir! the world to ſtudy, 
to affe&, to purſue, not very mean and 
below us,” not very baſe and 'misbeco- 


ming us , as men of reaſon and judge- 


ment. What have we"to doe but to 
4" ; | eat 
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eatand drink, like horſes or like ſwine 3 
but to: ſport and play, like children. or 
apes 5; but to bicker and ſcufflejabout 
tnfles. and impertinencies, like / idiots 2 
what, but to ſcrape or ſcramble for.uſe- 
le6 pelf; to hunt after empty ſhews and 
ſhadows of honour , or the vain,fancies 
anddreamsof men 2 what, but to: wallow 
or bask in ſordid pleaſures, the which 
ſoon.degenerate into remorſe. and bit- 
terneſs 2 To which ſort of employments 
were a man confined, what a pitifull 
thing would he be, and how incpnlide- 
rable were his life.? Were a man delign- 
ed onely,, like a flie, to buzz about 
here for a time, ſucking in the air, and 
licking the dew, then ſoon to vaniſh 
back into nothing , or to be transfor- 
med into worms 3 how ſorry and deſpi- 
cable a thing were he? And ſuch with- 
out Religion we ſhould be. Bur it ſup- 
pheth us with buſineſs of a moſt wor- 
thy nature, and lofty importance ; it 
ſetteth us upon doing things great and 
noble as can be ; it engageth us to free 


our minds from all fond conceits, and 


cleanſe our hearts from all corrupt at- 
fe&ions ; to curb our brutiſh appetites, 
to tame our wild paſſions, to corre(t our 


perverſe inclinations, to conform the 
| H 4 dif 
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diſpofitions of our Soul and the a&ion il 


of our life to the eternal laws of rights 
ouſheſs and goodneſs: it putteth us up. 
on the imitation of God, and aiming at 
the reſemblance of his perfeftions ; 5 up- 
on obtaining a friendſhip, and maintai- 
ning a correſpondence with the High 
Holy one ; 7 pc fitting our mind 

w.- * 0 ane and ſociety with the 
feſt and pureſt Spirits above 3 upon 
copriding for an immortal ſtate z upon 
thes wilt of joy and glory everlaſting, 
It employerh us in the divineſt aQons, 
of promoting Vertue, of performing be- 
neficence, of ſerving the publick, and 
doin good to all: the being exerciſed 
in which things doth indeed render a 


man highly conſiderable , and his life 


excellently valuable. 

'Tis an employment moſt proper to 
us as reaſonable men. For what more 
proper ona noer can our mind 
have, then to be purifying and beayti- 
fying it {elf, to be mars ey it ſelf and its 


ſubordinate faculties in order, to be at- 
tending upon the management of 
thoughts, of paſſions, of words, of ac- 
tions depending upon its governance ? 
'Tis an employment molt beneficial 
tous: 1n purſuing which we greatly 
14! | better 
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better .our ſelves, and improve our con- | 
dition 5 we benefit and oblige others z 
we procure ſound reputation, and ſted- 
dy friendſhips 3 we decline many irk- 

ſome miſchiefs and annoyances; we do x, $5. 2; 

not ({like thoſe in the. Prophet) /perd 

our labour for that which ſatisfieth not , 

nor ſpend our mony for that which is not 

bread : for both temporal proſperity 

and eternal felicity are the wages of the 

labour which we take herein. 

'Tis an employment moſt conſtant, 

never allowing {loth or liſtleſsnefs to 

creep 1n, indellantly buſying all our fa- 
. culties with earneſt contention ; accor- 

ding to that profeſſion of $. Paul, de- 

claring the nature thereof, Herein al- ,q, , 416 

ways da Þexerciſe my ſelf, to have a com. 

ſcience. void of offence toward God and 

toward max. Whence it iscalled a Fight, 

anda Race, implying the. continual ear- 

neftneſs of attention and activity which 

15 to be ſpent thereon. 

It is withall a ſweet and gratefull bu- 

linefs : for it is a pious man's charaQter, 

that be delighteth greatly in God's cone Pal, 112.1. 

mandments ; that the commandments are 1 Joh. s. 3. 

not grievous to bim; that it is bis meas Job. 4. 34- 

and drink to doe God's will; that God's Pf 119.103. 
werds (or precepts) are ſweeter then bo- 
[QLS) * | uy 
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Prov, 3. 17. #3 #0 bis taſts, that'the ways of religious 

” wiſedom - ways of pleaſantneſs, p all 

Non poteft hey paths are peace. Whereas all other 

— employments are weariſome, and ſoon 

cere, nifi rec- become Joathſome : this, the farther we 

jr. 570-20. proceed in it, the more pleaſant and fa- 

providentia tisfactory it groweth. There is perpetu- 

bominibus al matter of victory over bad inclina+ 

mare tions: peſtering us within , and ſtrong 

Javaren. temptations aſlailing us without ; which 

Quit. 1.12 £0 combat, hath much delight 3. to ma- 

{ter., | breedeth mence content. 

The ſenſe alſo of God's love, the influ- 

ences of his grace and comfort commu- 

nicated. in the performances of. devotis 

on and all duty, the fatisfattion .of good 

Conſcience, the aſſured hope of reward, 

the foretaſts: of future bliſs, do ſeaſon 

and fweeten all the labours taken,all the 
difficulties undergone therein... 

In fine, the bare light of Nature hath 
diſcerned, that were it not for fuch mat- 
ters as theſe to ſpend a man's care and 
pains upon, this would be a lamentable 
world to live in. There was,: for in- 
ſtance, an Emperour great and mighty 

as ever did wield ſcepter: upon earth, 

- - Whole excellent Vertue, coupled with 

I wiſedom, (inferiour, perhaps, to none 
that any man eyer without ſpecial inſpt- 

Te | | ration 
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WE tier Hath been endowed with, ): did ' v9 
« qualifie hitti with moſt advanitage''to ex< » 
amine, and rightly to judge of things . _ - 
here; who, notwithſtan' ing all thecon- 
vetiencies which his Royal eſtate and 
well-ſettled/ troſperkry wigh might affota'; 
(the which ſurely he "had fully taſted | 
Ly tried,” did yet thus expreſs his $ 
thoughts : ; Ti Mal Chv 0, of DT (h® KAvel 44 M. Ant. IL, 
wv, H Te gnvizs, KEV 5 5 What doth z concern 110 V1.10, 
me. to live in a world void of God, 
void of Providence? To govern "the 
_ Empire that ever was, in the 
peſt calm ; to enjoy. the largeſt af- 
| fluences of wealth, of ſplendour, of re- 
90 of pleaſure ; to be loved, to be 
ded, to be ſerved, to be adoted b zh 
ſomany nations; to have the whole ci 
vil World obſequious to his will and 
nod; all theſe x rae ſeemed vai and 
idle, not worthy of a man's regard, affec- 
tion, or choice , in caſe there were no 
God to worſhip, no Providence to ob- 
ſerve, noPiety to be exerciſed. So lit- 
tle worth the while common fenſe hath 
adjudged it to live without Religion. 


V. It is aconſtderable benefit of - Pi- 
ety, that ''it affordeth the beſt Friend- 
ſlvps, and Ryecteſt Society. Man is = 

n 
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| Nallins bai med for Socjety , and cannot live well 
ſaeſocio =: without it : many of his faculties would 
ſo eft. Sen, be uſele(, many of his appetites would 
+ +£p.6. reſt unſatisfied in ſolitude. To have a 
Uralien'" friend wiſe and able, honeſt and good, 
| innate dalce- unto whom upon all occaſions we may 
<Lef, fie * have recourſe for advice, for affiſtence, 
Ep. 9. for conſolation, is a great convenience 
PR of life : and this benefit we owe to Re- 
. ligion, which ſupplieth us with various 
Friendſhips of the beſt kind, moſt bene- 

ficial and moſt ſweet unto us. 

It maketh God our Friend, a Friend 
infinitely better then all friends, moſt 
affeftionate and kind, moſt faithfull and 

|  Prov.12. 2 ſure, moſt able, moſt willing, andever 
| | Plal-34.15- moſt ready to perform all friendly offi- 
| ——__— ces ,. to yield advice in all our doubts , 
37-28. ſuccauy in all our needs, comfort in all 
%36. 7 ourtroubles, ſatisfation to all our de- 
fires, Unto him itminiſtreth a free ad- 
dreſs.upon all occaſions; with him it al- 

loweth us continually a moſt ſweet and 

-pleaſant intercourſe. The pious man 

ath always the All-wiſe God to coun- 

ſel him, to guide his ations, and order 

his ſtepsz he hath the All-mighty to pro- 


tet, ſupport and relieve him ; he hath 
the immenſe Goodneſs to commiſerate 
and comfort him : untq him he is not 

ONCE» 
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onely encouraged , but obliged to re- 


fort in, need 3 upon him he may, he 
ought to diſcharge all his caresand bur- 


It conſequently doth engage all crea- 
tures in the world to be our friends, 'or 
inſtruments ofgood to us, according to 
their ſeveral capacities, by the direQion 
and diſpoſal of God. All the ſervants 
of our great Friend will, in compliance 
to him, be ſerviceable to us. Thow ſhals Job 5. 23- 
be in league with the ſtones of the field , 
and the beaſts of the field ſhall be at peace 
with thee : So Job's friend promiſeth 
himupon condition of Piety. And God 
himſelf confirmeth that promiſe, [z that nol. 2. 18, 
day (faith he in the Prophet) will [ make 
8 covenant for them with the beaſts of the 
field, and with the fowls of heaven, and 
with the creehing thines of the ground. 
And again, When thou paſſeſt through the 16. 43. x: 
waters, I will be with thee 5; and through 
the rivers , they ſhall not overflow thee : 
when thou walkeſt through the fire , thou 
ſhalt not be burnt 5 neither ſhall the flamt 
kindle npon thee. And, The fun ſhall not vial. 121. 6. 
ſmite thee by day, nor the moon by night. 
Thou ſhalt tread upon the lion and adder, vial. gi. 13, 
the- young lion and the dragon ſhalt #hon 
trample under foot. They ſhall take' up mark 16.18; 


ſeor- 


Deus. 28.12. gnely the Heavens ſhall diſpenſe their 


tro The Third Sermoni 
feorpions 4 azid if they drink.ony. deadly 
thing, it ſhall wot hurt them: ( (a ow 
Lord promiſed to' his Diſciples.) Nat 


kindly influences, andthe Earth yield 
her plentiful], ſtores , and all 'the Ele. 
ments diſcharge their natural- and ordj: 
nary good offices ;- nor onely the tame 
and ſociable | creatures ſhall upon thi 
condition faithfally ferve us z but even Þ - 
_ thelmoſt wild , moſt fierce,, moſt rave, Þ 
nous, maſt-yvenamous creatures ſhall, .if 
there be need; prove friendly and 'help- 
fall, or at leaſt harmleſs, , to us : as were 


1 King.17.5. the Ravensta E/as, the Lions to Daxis 


.; ef, the Vipepto;S. Paxl, the Fire to the 
Three Children, ff . \ 
- \ But eſpecially Piety doth progece the 
friendſhip of the good Apgels; that puif 
fant hoaſt of gloriousand happy. Spirits: 
--: they all da tenderly love'the pious per- 


Plal. 34. q _ {ons theyare ever ready toſerve and dee 
91. 11. him gaod, to protect him from danger, 


Heb. 1. 14. 


to'aid him in his undertakings, to re 
ſcue him ftpm miſchiefs, .What an ho- 
- 1:7 netir, (what-A blefling is- this., -to have 
ſuch an innumerable company of noblc 
\ Friends (-the,Courtiers and. Favourites 
of Heaven) deeply.concerned, and con- 
.-- Rantly, vigilant\for qur wellare ? ; 
= | t 
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: Ibalſoiengageththe blefſed Saints in 
go , the Spirits of men perfeFed, the 

habe of the firſt-born, to bear deareſt 
affection to us, to further our proſperi 
with* their good wiſhes, and creſt 
prayers, mightily prevalent with God. 

It rendreth all ſortsof men our friends. 

To' good men it uniteth us in holy 
communion 3 the communion of bro- 
therly charity and hearty good will, at- 
tended with all the good officesthey are 
able to perform :'to. other men it; re- 
concitetly and endeareth us; for thatin- 
nocent and inoffenfive, courteous and 
benign , charitable and beneficent de- 
meanour ; '( ſuch as Pjety doth require 
and produce,) are apt to conciliate' re- 
ſpe&t and affeQion' from the worſt then. 
For, Vincit malos pertinax bonitas, men Sen. de Be- 
hardly'can perfiſt enemics'to hin whom ": 7-34 
they perceive tobe their friend: and 
fneh the pious man' in diſpoſition of 2xi ſibi «> - 
mind, and in effe&; when oceafion ſer- wes efdt8- 
veth; is toward all men; being ſenfible cam omnibus 
of his'obligation to love all men , and, 4 _ Sen- | 
# he hath opportunity, to doe good, to all Gal. 6. 26, 
mer, '/Tt ailureth, 'and more ftrifly en- g; avi #- 
dexeth our friends to us. - For, as it ma- Hs dani 
kerh us hearty, fairhfull, conſtant friends 2 at 
toothers3 ſo it reciprocally tieth others 
| p81 6 to 
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to us in the like fincerity and faſtnek of 


gaod will. 4 15 
Prov. 16.7. Tt reconcileth- enemies. - For, whey y 
man's ways do pleaſe the Lord , be tne 
heth his enemies to be at peace with;hin, 
It hath a natural efficacy to that purpoſe, 

and Divine bleſiing promoteth it. 
By it all converſation becometh tg- 
lerable, gratefull, and uſefull; For a pi- 
ous man is not eafily diſtur 
nbd m0 hom! bed on any wh or 
Bane iriſh. Eth:.o. 23 Perverſene(s, any, infirmit 
Sa as e 1) or impertinency ofthok & 
gen Friars v converſeth with : he . can 
 —_ ** bear the weaknefles and the 
| failings of bis company 3 he 
can by wholſame reflexions upon all 
+ _ advantage and pleafe hin 

| {elt. | 

Queri quid Infine, Piety rendreth a man a true 
_—_ ie friend and a good companion to hin» 
mibi cept. 1elf; ſatisfied. 1n himſelf, able to con- 
Sen. Ep. 6- verſe freely and pleaſantly with his own 
thoughts. It is for the want of pious 
tnchnations and diſpoſrtions, that ſol 
.. tude:(a thing which ſometimes cannot 
New eft, cui be. avoided ,, which often ſhould be 
oo niker embraced ) is to moſt men. fo irkſome 


eſe, q«am and tedious 5 that men do. carcfally 


. ſecum. Sen. ſhun themſelves, and fly from their own 
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T he Third Sermoh. 113 
thoughts3 that they declineall converſe 
with their own Souls, and hardly dare 
look upon their own hearts M3 
and Conſciences : whence _ Roto} iy Clays & 
- | , 7 3 . 
they 'become aliens, from * 2 en "kc. 
home, wholly unacquainted Plut, a} Iloawnrp. Þ. 916» 
with themſelves, rnoſt 1gno- "20:06 d ox tegl 
rant of their own nearelt 3, gwnugd'owor, jovas 
concernments, no faithfull 53o<4yz91—ariſt. 9. 4- 
friends or pleaſant compani- 


ons to themſelves : ſo for refuge and 


eaſe they unſcaſonably run into idle or 


lewd converlation, where they diſorder 

and defile themſelves. But the pious 

man is (" like Scipio ) never leſs alone, Ninquam 
then when alone © his ſolitude and retire- ins ſolus, 


tis not onely tolerable , but com- j,,, © ___ 


motily the moſt gratefull and fruirfull 
part of his life : he can ever with 
much pleaſure, and more acquirer ſbi, gitar 
advantage, converſe with onibus ſuis tradirus. Sen. 


— 


himſelf; digeſting and mar- "3. cum folus 


ſhalling his thoughts, his af= ee ey i/abet ſecurn om- 

go - nes gui ſunt , quique un- 
fections , his purpoſes og; as 6. 
ood order ; ſearching and | imum liberum guicunque 


iſcuſſing his heart , reflec- #4 transfert : quod c.r- 
pore non poteſt , cogitatione 


ting on us paſt ways, enfor- compleZitur; & fi bominum 
dig his former good reſolu- _ I i 
| . ©. | L eo. Nunquam minis ſolus 
tions, and framing NEW ONES eorir, quamchm ſ lus fuerit, 

enquiring after edifying Hier. adv. 7ovin, 1, 28, 
I truths ; 
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truths, ſtretching his meditations toward 
the beſt and ſublimeſtobjeRts, raiſing his 
hopes and* warming his afteQions to- 
ward ſpiritual and heavenly thingy; 
asking himſelf pertinent queſtions, and 
reſolv1 incifent doubts concernin 
his vratfice z in fine, converſing with 
his beſt Friend in devotion 3 with ad- 
miration and love contemplating the 
Divine perfeRtions , diſplayed in_ the 
works of nature, of providence,of grace; 
praiſing God for his excellent benefits 
and mercies ; confeſling his defects and 
offences; deprecating wrath , and im- 
ploring pardon, with grace and ability 
to amend; praying for the ſupply of 
all his wants. All which performance 
yield both unconceivable benefit , and 
unexpreſſible comfort. So that Soli- 
tude ( that which is to common nature 
ſo offenfive, to corrupt nature fo abo- 
minable) is to the pious man extreme- 
ly commodious and comfortable : which 
is a' great advantage peculiar to Piety , 
and the laſt which I ſhall mention. 

So many, and many more then I can 
expreſs , vaſtly great and precious ad- 
vantages do accrue from Piety: fo that 
well may we conclude with S. Pax/, that 
Godlineſs is profitable for all things. 


The Third Sermon. I15 

It remaineth that, if we be wiſe, we 
thould; if we yet "have it not-ingraffed 
in us, labour to: acquire it 3' if we have 
it, that we ſhould endeavour toimprove 
it, by conſtant/exerciſe, to thepraiſe of 
God, 'the good of our neighbour”, and 
our own comfort. Which that we may 
effetually perform , Almighty God in 
mercy vouchſate, by his grace, through 
Jeſws Chriſt our Lord 3 to whom for e- 
ver be all glory and praiſe. Amer. 
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For them that honour me » 1 will honour, 


T HE words are in the ſtricteſt 
ſenſe the word of God, uttered 
immediately. by God himſelf; 
and may thence command from us an 
eſpecial attention and regard. The Hi- 
ftory of that which occaſioned them is, 
I preſume, welt known, neither ſhall 
make any deſcant or reflexion thereon ; ' 
but do take the words ſeparately, as a 
Propoſition of it ſelf, affording a com- 
pleat inſtruction, and ample matter of 
diſcourſe, And as ſuch , they plainly 
imply two things : a Duty required of 
us, to honour God; and a Reward pro- 
fered to us, upon performance of that 
Duty, being honored by God. It is na- 
tural for us, before we are willing to 
undertake any work , to conſider the 
reward or benefitaccruing from it; and 
i 
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itis neceſſary , before we can perform 


any . duty, , to underſtand the nature 


thereof. . To this our method of aQion 
I ſhall ſuit the method of my Diſcourſe 
fixſt endeavouring to eſtimate the Re- 


ward, then to explain, the Duty.. After- 


ward 1 mean to ſhew briefly why in 
real 


an the Duty. is-,injoyned ; how in 
the Reward 1s conferred. 


I. The Reward may be confidered 
either. abſolutely, ( as what . it is in it 
ſelf; ) or relatively, (as to its riſe, and 
whence it comes. ) | 

I..For it ſelf, itis Honour; a thing, 


if valued according to the rate it bears 


inthe common market, of higheſt price 


among all the objeds of humane deſire; 


the chief reward which the greateſt 
actions , and which the beſt ations do 
pretend unto, ar are capable of ; that 
which uſually bears moſt ſway in the 
hearts, and hath ſtrongeſt influence up- 
on .the. lives of men: the deſire of ob- 
taining. and maintaining which doth 


| confnonly overbear other moſt potent 


inclinations. The love of pleaſure ſtoops 
thereto: for men, to get or keep Re- 
putation, will decline the moſt pleaſant 
enjoyments , will embrace the hardeſt 
| I*3 palng, 
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Tas; Iſocr. Orat; ad Philip. 


Mors tum 4quiſſimo ani. 
mo appetitur , chun ſuis ſe 
laudibus vita occidens con« 


ſolari poteſt. Cic, 1. Tac. 


| Lend avidi pecunie 
liberales erant, floriam jn- 
gentem divitis -honeft a 
volebant 3 banc ardentiſſi- 
amd dilexerunt, peer hanc 


mori non dubitaverunt. -C4- 
reras cupiditates bujus #- 
nius ingenti cupiditate preſ- 
ſernnt.Aug. de Civ.D. 4 pl 


© +iverevoluerunt, pro hac & 
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pairis. Yea, it often prevails 
over the I6ve of life it ſeIF; & 
which mett do hot onely fres 
quently expoſe to danger; 
but ſometimesdevoteto ter- 
tain loſs, for its ſake. Tf we” 
obſerve what is done in 'the' 
world, we may diſcern i ty 


| be the ſource of moſt-emder.' 
takings therein : that it not 


onely moveth the wheels of 
pablick' ation , ( that* nor 
onely fot '1t great Princes 
contend, great armies march, 
great battels: are fought 5 ) 
but that from it moſt 
vate bulineſs derives its "ke 
and vigour: that for Ho- 
nour eſpecially the Souldier 
undergoes | hardſhip ; | toll, 
and -hazzard' ; the Scholar 


plods Miboar kisbidins: the Mercia 


rat about fo buſi lly, 


ahd adventures fo 


far" yea,' that for its ſake the meaneſt 
Labourer and Attificer doth ſpend: his' 


Ai » dJwvareal: - . 
AY 70 NN Tis Tj Bn 
eigera, Ariſt, Eth, IV. 3+ 


Poxrer; this fearching for Knowle 


- 


ſweat. and'{tretch' his finews:- 
The principal drift of all this 
care and induſtry (the great 
reaſon of all this  eulfrgfo for 
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this ſcraping and ſcrambling 
for wealth) doth ſeem to be, gue incenduntur ad fludia 


that men wouldlive in ſome {1,;4 4c. cic. Tiſe.9ul, 
credit , would raiſe them. 


179 


Hehos alit artes, omneſ- 


ſelves above contempt. 


In ſuch requeſt, of fach force doth 

Honour appear to be. . If we examine 

why, we may find more then meer fa- 

ſhion (or mutual imitation and conſent) 
toground the experiment upon. There | 
one obvious reaſon why no mean re- Vid. Hier. 
gard ſhould be had thereto, its great j2;**<* 
convenience and uſefulne : for 'that a Conſcienti 
nobus neceſ- 


man cannot himſelf live ſafely, quietly 7. w 


We : 
»F'6 A 
4 = 


publick, perform offices of duty to his mai neeh. 


relations, of kindnels to his friends, of &#, cradelis 


RN FSPE l -  +«y 4-: FEED L . 6 * . 
charity to his neighbours, but under its pol 
protefion, and with its aid: 1t being «ane ig- 
" ai #6 . 4 hk.1 5 © i #4 a is CE ” 2ayey i Xo 
at engine very requilite for the mana- £7" Ne 
Nec vero neg- 


ging any bulineſ, for the compaſ. 

any defign,. atlealt ſweetly and ſcott. _ _ 

ly 3 it procuring. 7 us many Furthengn: meilhecre.te- 

Cces.1 our. ceedinags vin di c Ixm ad res 
10, our. proceedings, removi g divers wm agrer | 


obſtacles out of OUr Way, guarcing 4 ftimare PIT 


man's. perſon from offences, addin ter benev0- 
lenttam civi- 


weight to his words, putting ahedge a 
upon his endeavours : for every one Amic. 
allows a fayourable ear to his diſconrſe, Yi4- chryl 


Tom, 6, Orat. 
lends 1s, 


I 4 
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Vidi ego & 
expertus ſum 
zelantem 
parvalum, 


Oc. Aug, 
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lends an aſhiſting hand to his attempt 


. grants a ready credence to his teſtim , 


and makes a fait conſtruQtion_of his dg. 
ings., whom he eſteems and reſpeth, 
So is Honour plainly valuable among 
the, boa #tilia, as no ſma]l accommadz- 
tion of lifez and as ſuch, Reaſon apy 
proves it to our judgment. ; "oY 
But ſearching firther, we ſhall find 
the appetite of Honour to have a dee: 
per ground , and that it is rooted even 


. - ” - 


in our Nature it ſelf. For we may deſcry 
it budding forth in mens firſt Infancy, 
(before the ule of reaſon, or ſpeech; \ 
even little Children being ambitious to 
be made much of, maintaining among 
themſelves. petty emulations and com- 
petitions, as it were, , about punctilioz 
of Honour. We may obſerve it'grow- 


1n with Age, waxing bigger and ſtron- 


ger together with the encreaſe of wit 
and knowledge , of civil culture and 


_ experience ; that the matureſt age doth 


moſt refent' and reliſh'it'; that t* pre 
vails moſt in civilized nations '; that 
men of the beſt parts, of the higheſt im- 
provements, of the weighcielt employ- 
ments, do moſt zealouſly affe& it and 
ſtand upon it 3 that they who moſt 
ſtruggle with it, do moſt feel its might, 
£« ONS of 5 ==» =" . » bc how 
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The Fourth Sermon, 
how. difficult it is torrefiſt, or reſtrain. it, 
how | impoſſible it is-to tifle or extir 
wiſh it. For the Philoſopher with.all 
reaſons and conſiderations cannot 


diſpute at down, or perſuade it away ; 


the Anchoret cannot with all his auſter 
zities ſtarve, it, or, by bis retirements 


ſhun it ; no, affliction, no.;poyerty, ne 


wretchednels of condition can totally 


ſuppreſs it, - 'Tis a ſpirit, that not onely 


haunts our Courts and Palaces, but fres 

quents .Qur_ Schools and Cloiſters ,.yea 7 /olimudine 

ops into Cottages, into Hoſpitaſs, , in+ ſits, ſubrepit 
to Prifons, and even doggs men. intg [Hit 
Defarts.and Solitudes : {o cloſe it ſticks 

to our nature. Plato, ſays it-is the laſk 

coat ,which..a wiſe,man doth put ,off, 

But I queſtzjon whether he could :ſhew 

usthat wiſe man who: had done it, or 


| could tell us. where he dwelt, :except 


perhaps in his own Utepiar: Republick, 

or they who moſt pretend to haye IT 
done it, (who jn their diſcourſe moſt 
viifie Honourz who talk like Chryſip= Cic.de ring; 
ps , that a wiſe man for Reputation | 
lake will not ſo much. as ſtretch out his 
finger, or like Sereca, that we ſhould Nibil oinie- 
doe every thing purely for conſcience _— 
ſake, without any regard to mens opi- ene faci- 
pion; who make harangues and write 77: Sea. de 

| /; ad "-"  volates” > 


_- 


" . teris vel ſer- 
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Nil ft in volumes againft'Glory,) do yet ap 2 
cum ambiti0- by their praQtice, fometimes, by FA 


O_ 10g,"to atm at it: even as men do ufual. 


bi placeat. Hy complain of and eagerly quarrel with 


owls that which they moſt affe& and wooe 


grat)s opor- Chryſippas wrote, as weare * told, aboye 

_ _ ,, 700 books, molt of them concerning 
. 3. <2 TTY | . 

4le Logical quirks , -and fuch as one can 

* Laetts hardly imagine 'what other drift he 

could have 11 compoſing them ,* beſide 

oſtentation of his fabtilty and fharpnek 

- of wit. Seneca, if hiſtory do not wrong 

him,” and the face of his ations do not 

 miffepreſent him,” was not in his heart 

exempt from' a fpice of Ambition. 'Yea, 

that- excellent. Emperour M. Avreliw, 

who 'would offen ſpeak like a Stoick, 

conld not but commonly a&tlike a Man, 

more by his 'praqice commending Ho- 

nour, then he diſpariged it in his words. 

Erat fame For $tory repreſents him very careful! 

| | wg ph «. 2d jealous of his credit, very diligent 

l6 loquentium eferve it, 'and to repair" it. * Fer- 

z calls ſuch' Philoſophers #egotia- 


diftu vel ti=" pgll;, 


mone reſp;n- Tores fame, (Merchants for fame:) and 
debat. Capir, xt 1s perchance foine part of their” cun- 
"AIG ning 1m that trade, which makes: them 
ſtrive to beat down the price of this 
commodity, that they may more eaſily 
engrolle it to themſelves. However, 
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xperietice proves that fich words/are 
t words; (words ſpoken out of af-' 
ation and pretence,, rather then in 


gbod earneft and according ro truth ; p = 


that ehdeavours to batiiſh: or to” extit;” 

e this defire ate but'fond ind frun-" 

& attempts, The reafoh'Why isclear 7 

for "tis 28. if one ſhould , diſpute agdinft. 

citing and drinkitlg,” or ſhould 1dbour 

tofree himſelf from hanger and thirft' 3" auidam 
the appetite of Honour being ihdeed, mort __ 
3 that of Food, innate wmto us; fo; as <a 
not to be quenched or *ſmothered ,”, ex- Jem ci nor 
cept by ſome violent diſtemper 'or in- ns fe 
diſpoſition vf mind ; even by the Wiſe on, facino- 
Authour''of our nature originally 'itm- 7} vets 
planted chercin, for very good ends and a baenr. 
uſes," reſpeting both the private and _ 
publick benefit of men 5 as an engage "** 
mefit to Verrue , and 4. reſtraint frorh 

Vice; as an excitement of induſtry, an 
Incentive of courage,” a' ſupport of con- 


ſfncy in the proſecution of worthy en- 


terpriſts 3” 'as a ſerviceable inſtrument 
for the conſtitution, conſervation and , 
improvement of humane fociety. ' For 
did not ſome love of Honour glow in 
mens breaſts, were that noble ſpark 
quite extin, few mer pr6bably would 
[dy for honourable qualities, or per- 
oY ; form 
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The Fogrth Sermon. 
form laudable deeds.; therg would be, 
nothing to keep, ſome men; within, 
bounds of honeſty and decency, to de, 
terr them, from: doing odious and ugly 
things 3 men ,,,not caring what othen 
thought of them, would not. Y 
what they did themſelves ; a harbarow 
ſloth or brutiſh ſkupidity wquld over, 
ſpread ;the world ,. withdrawing from, 
common life moſt; 'of its ornaments, 


FI + 4 ab 


auch of its conyenience; .men, gene- 


rally would, if not altogether ſhun ſo, 


. Flety, yet at. leaſt decline the cares and 


burthens requiſite tothe promoting its 
welfare, for the ſuſtaining which ulual- 
ly. the chief engquragement , the. main 


recqmpence,, js this of Honour. ; That 


men therefore have ſo tender and deli. 
cate, a ſenſe of their, Reputation, (fo 
that touching it is like pricking a nerve, 
as ſoon felt and, as. ſmartly oftenſive, ) 
1s an excellent proviſion 1n nature 3 in 
regard whereto Honour may paſs among 
the bona naturalia, as a Good neceſlary, 
for the ſatisfation of nature, and- for 
ſecuring the accompliſhment of its belt 
defigns. FO Oe ns 


A jnoderate regard to Honour is alſa 


commendableas an inſtance ofhumanity 


or good will to men, yea, as an argu; 
| ment 
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our Rlyes,  ' For todefire another man's 
ett 3 and conſequently his love, 
ich ini ſome kind or degree 1s an in- 
; be petal eſteem, ) doth 
ply ſomewhat of reciprocal eſteem 
Bf and affeRion toward him; andto prize 
n {om ei of other' men concerning 
w,: dot 


. 
: 
p 


in 


\ @ fatisfied with our own. © 

e- | We might for its farther commenda- 
» I tion allege the authority of the more 
d F cook and candid fort of Philoſophers, 
ts (fuch 'as- grounded: their judgment of 
-, F things upon notions agreeable to com- 
0 F mon ſenſe and experience 3 who adap- 
t, F ted their rules of praftice to the nature 
» N of mai, ſach' as they found” it in the 
F vorld, not ſach as | they framed i in 
their own fancies, ) who have ranked 


ſrgnifie , that we are not over- 


F275 
be, ment bf Htimility, or a ſober coniceit of ft & dife. 
OI. CIC, 


de Offic. 1. 


Honour among the princi- 
|| pal of things defirable , and 

adorned it with faireſt el6- 
| ger; terming it a \'divine 
thing, the beſt of exteriour 
goods, the moſt honeft fruit 
and 'moſt ample reward of 
| | fue Vertaes adjudging,that 
. | fo neglet 'the- opinions of 
men (efpectafly of perſons 


ny n n NUN, Plat. 
de Leg. IV. 
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worthy 


igloriam , 
virturis b 


| \ re ye. (nghtly 
pudiare, Cic, oa I ly modern) v ). wot oneh 
Ex omnibus pramiis vir- a pad «the pu and guardiag 


tutis ampliſſimum ;eft pre « 
mium gloria. Idem , ye tive) of other V. 
asa re it&1f, v Y 


Mil, 
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» mom and Jlaugable)) is.a {ignof { 
baſege 6,t 


hattocontemn them is 


1san 
.1 ;; of ynreaſonableba 
Levis eft animi, juſtam repuſcing th ma 


qui eft frutus 


Qive and Nay 


magnitude and luſtre in; the -Conſiel. 
lation of Vertues, the. Vertue: of Ge, 
neroſity. A Vertue which , next to 


the Giri of true Religion , ( next to 


' a. hearty Teverence toward the & 


preme Bleſſed Goodnefs, and that ho 
1y, Charity toward men which pris 
geth thence, ..) doth lift a man up ne 
reſt to. Heaven 3 doth raiſe his mind + 
bove the ſordid defires, the forry care 

the fond humours, the perverſe 20d fi fro- 


ward paſſions, with which men con- 


monly are poſleſſed - and .ated ; that 
Vers , Which enflames a man wit 
Courage, ſothat he dares parkorm what 
reaſon and duty require of. him, that be 
diſdains' to doe what 1s bad. or baſe 
which inſpires him with Sincerity, that 
he values his honeſty, before all othe 


.Intereſts and reſpe&s, that he abhor 
to 
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and accordingto common ſenſe. : 
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to,wrong ordeceive, to flatter or abuſe 


man, that be cannot endure to ſeem 
therwiſe then he is, to ſpeak otherwiſe 


thenhe means, to aft otherwiſe then he 
| gary and profeiles 3, which endows 


him with Courteſie, that. he is ready; to 
yield every man his due reſped, to at- 
ford any. man what help and fuccour he, 


wable: that Vertue, which renders a 


man upright in all his dealings, and cor- 
reſpondent to all his obligations ; a loy- 
all Subject to his Prince, and a true 1o- 
ver of his Country, a candid judge of 
perſons and things, an, earneſt favourer Trabimurem-) 


of what-ever is good and commendable, j7t;"c- 
a faithfull and hearty friend, a beneficial es 


and uſefull neighbour, a gratefu]l reſen- 1«zim? gle. 


11.1. ducitar, 


ter and requiter of courteſies, hoſpitable cc. pro Arch, 
tothe ſtranger, bountifull to the poor, Oi zzc/wne 
kind and good to/all the world: that 72s; 
Vertue, in fine, which conſtitutes a man afive men 

of honqur , who ſurely is the beſt man 4 C fray 

next toa man of conſcience, Thus may yluce Haypi- 
Honour be valued from- natural light, _ in -— ; 


- But beyond all this, the Hol Scrip-. vo 


ture (that moſt certain ſtandard by 


which we may examine anddetermine 
the true worth of things ) doth not 
teach us to ſlight Honour, but rather in 

irs 
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its fit- order and juit meaſure to Joy 

and prize it. ''It indeed inſtruts us tg 

ground it well : (not upon bad' qual 

ties 'or wicked deeds , that's villainouy 

madneſs ;- not upon things of a meat 

and* indifferent nature , that's vanity; 

not upon counterfeit ſhews and preten- 

ces, "that's hypocrifie 3 but upon reall 

worth and goodneſs, that may conliſt 

with modeſty and ſobriety : ) it enjoyns 

us not to be immoderate in our defires 

thereof, or complacencies therein, not 

to be irregular in the - purſuit or acquilt 

of it 3 (tobe ſos pride and ambition ;) 

but to affe& it calmly , to purchaſe it 

fairly : it direds us not to make a re 

gard thereto our chief principle , not 
to'propound it as our main end of adi- 

on: it charges us to bear contentedly 

the want or loſs thereof, ( as of other 

temporal goods: _) yea, in ſome caſes, 

for Conſcience fake or for God's fer- 

vice, (that is, for a good incomparably 

| better then it, )'it obliges us willingly 
wm oivefſe £0 proſtitute-and faertfice it, chufingra- 
juſtus ſme ther to be infamous then 1mpious, (to 
| dna? if, e in difgrace with men, rather thenit 
pe juſtas eſe disfavour with God: ) it, in ane, com- 
. debescamin mands us to ſeek and embrace it onely 
Janis. Sen. {7 ſabordination and with: final refe- 
Epift. 113. —_ 
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to God's. honour. Whic diſtinc- | 
me cautions be1 provided \Ho- 
qur.1s.xepreſented 1n Holy Scripture as 
a thing conſiderably good » which may 
beregarded without blame, which ſome- 
times.in duty muſt be regarded... It is 
there preferred before other good things; 
in themſelves not deſpicable. - For, A gcca 9.1, 
good. name is better then precious oint- | 
vert 5 yea, A good name is rather to. be prov, a4. 1; 
Ih then great riches, (ſaith the Wiſe 
war.) 'Tis called a Gift of God : for, 
There is a man (faith the Preacher) to gccles 6; 2; 
whom God hath given riches and honour: 
Yea; not onely a fimple Gift, but a Bleſ- 

g, .conferrd in kindneſs , asa reward 
nd encouragement .of goodneſs: for, 
bumility and the fear of the Lord , Prov. 22. 4 
| he again ,. are riches and honour. 
Whence it is to be acknowledged as an 
eſpecial ;benefit , and a fit ground of 
giving 5 as is, prattiſed by the 
7. 1 Xin "_ Kon pr : Horn Pal, 2t, 5, 
(faith and Majeſty haſt thou laid 
"=p Hay do A 1s deſcribed 
unto us. bearing: in her left hand riches Prov. 3« 16, 
ad honour : and Wiſedom ſurely will 
hot take intoany hand of hers, or hold 
therein, what .is worth nothing. No, 
wearetherefore moved to procure. her, 

| K becauſe 
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Prov. 48, 9s. h (6 , ing bo ef ptd promote wo, | 
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debt We ate af 
ty rend by GG as 'the b preflt- 
On C , 7QOC 'will atu- RA toward 
theny”'\ W ITO beſt deferve it theniſe ves, 
or mAfF deſerve of tis; to our Pritice, 

t Per. 2. 17. tO our Parents, toour Prieſts,” (eſpe 
1Tim;s.3, ally to fuch of ther a govern ahd felch 
EF 7 well,) ro all good "Have \ fach"h 


80-7 Ty repntation, ogy the A broke \ Rel "” 
hot Hour a good t ſich, Iwjo 
= would be unr Je. Be 


e weare © oiged © bear 0d i 
2 Pete 2-17, toil all men eter i tis to: þy. 
| nour all met. From Hence alſo, thatwe 
are eſpecially bound to render 
unto God hitnfelf,” weriay well iter 
Ariſtor, £1h, With Arrſtotle', that | Howour # the 
IV. 3- thirg it our power to offer. To th 
confiderations miay be added , that we 
| are commanded to. walk 4; aol, 
Rom. 13.13. ( deceiitly , 'or ſpetiovſly, Which implies 
Rom, 12,47. 4 Tegard to mens opirjionz') to provi 
| things honeſt in the ſight of all nick, "Cl 
x2Xe, - that is, not onely mgs good H 
' ſubſtatice, bur goodly in' appearance) 
1Pet, 2- 12. tO Have our ovocr fa on hom before the 
Gentiles, (x2)dv again, that is, fair, or 
comely, 
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bomely, and plauſible, ſuch: as may com- 
mend Us and 'our profeſſion - the: 
ment of them who obſerve us. ) 


6 


I 
; R 


$.Pavl alſo exhorts us to 2vind, nat ane- Phil. 4.8, + 


what things are true, are juſt, are fuere ; 
but alſo ow were, (what-ever things are 
veutrable, or apt to. beget refpe,) gon. 
wegapian, (what-ever t ings arelovely, or 
racious in mens eyes and eſteem, ) 55 
Fo pnjct, (whatever: things are well repor- 
ied, or well reputed of.) He requires us 
t6tonely; if there , be any vertze, (any 
thing very good in ft (elt,) bur, If there 
te4:y projfe, (any thing muck appro- 
ved/lo! common elttem; ) that weſhould 
wind fucb 2hings.. . Laltly, the bleſſed 
{tate-hiereakier (the higheſt inſtance of 
Divine bounty the compleat reward 
Sfigoodnels)! is repreſented and reeom- 


ended $0 us as, a ſtate of Honour and 


Glbiy; to. be ambitious whereof is the 


faith 8: Pani) ſaab /God render accor- 
ding)/to his woths - to thent who by patio 
hit -contoruanct ir well doing ſeek glory, 


and bonotr $: and 8H9740r tality., ernal 


Rh is the Reward propounded to 
s\40 it ſelf 3-no vile. or contemptible 
«thing, but upon various accounts much 
t K 2 valu- 


L 
. 
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eharader of a good man; To every an kom. 2. 9, 
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valuable 3 that which the common ap» 


prehenfions of men, *Plain diQates'ef' 
reaſon , a predominant inſtin& of ns 
ture, the judgments of very wiſe men; - 
and Divineatreſtation it ſelf conſpire tg 
commend unto -us- as-very conſiderable 
and precious. Such'#Reward our Text 
preſcribes us the certain; 'the onely way 
of attaining. wy ' 

2. Such a benefit'is heretendred to us 
(that which yet more highly commend 
it, and exceedingly enhances its worth) 
by God himſelf : I (faith he) will. bo- 
zour., "Tis ſanftified by coming'from 
his holy hand ; 'tis dignified by follow- 
ing his moſt wiſe and juſt diſpoſal:;-'tis 
fortified and affured by depending on 
his unqueſtionable word/, and uncon- 
trollable power 5 who as he is the prime 
Authour of all good,ſo he is im eſpecial 
manner the ſovereign 'difpenſer of :Ho- 
nour. © The King (we fay) is the four 
tain of honour. What any+ King,- as the 
Repreſentative and Delegate of God, 
isin his particular Kingdom, - that is'Ak 
mighty 'God abfolutelty and 'indepen- 
dently in all the world. Both riches:and 
honour ( ſaid good King David.) tome 
of thee, for thou ruleft viver all: in thine 
hand is power and might; in- thine hand 

| a 


unto af, He whoſe 
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."3t.is to make great , and to give ſtrength. 


ants are..1n effe& 
onely-ſure and valid, whoſe) fayours 
onely do: in the.end turn to good ac- 
count-, he freely offers us moſt defira- 
ble-preferment : he doth himſelf gra- 
cioully hold forth moſt authentick- pa- 
tents,: by virtue of which we may all 


become right honourable , and perſons of 


quality indeed 3 having not onely. the 
names and titles, the outward _ 
and badges of dignity, (ſuch as earthly 
Princes conferr,) but the ſubſtantial re- 
ality , the aſlured enjoyment thereof. 
( For man can onely impoſe law upon 
tongues and geſtures 3 God alone com- 
mandeth and inclineth hearts, wherein 
Honour chiefly refidett,) He offers it, 
Lay, moſt freely indeed, yet not abſo- 
lutely : he doth not goe to fell itfor a 
price, yet he propounds it under a con- 

tion; as a moſt juſt and equal, ſo a 
very gentle and eaſy condition. *Tis 


but an exchange of Honour for Honour; 


of honour from God , which is a free 
gift, for honour from us, which is a 
juſt duty ; of honour: from him our ſo- 
vereign Lord, for honour from us his 
poor vaſlals ; of honour from the moſt 
High Majeſty of Heaven, for honour 
Jo T 3 from 


133 ; 
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from us vile worms creeping upon earths 
Such an overture one would think it nov 
onely reaſonable te accept, hut impoſily 
ble torefaſe. For can-any man dare nor 
to honour ah web Power, infalhble 
Wiſedom, mflewible Juſtice ?: wi It any 
man forbezr to Honour immenſe 


ne and Betty 2 Yes, it ſeems there ae 


men fo mad as torejet ſo fair an offer, 


ſo bad as to neglet ſvequal a duty. Let 


us therefore confider what it is that is 
here required of ug, or wherein this hoy 
nouring of God conſiſts, that we may 
thereby diſcern when we perform this 
duty, when we are deficient therein. | 


I. Thereare ſeveral ways of honouring 
God, or ſeveral parts and degrees of this 
Duty ; 3 all which we may referrto rwo 
forts, conceiving the Duty as a COm- 
pound made up of two main ingredi- 
ents,” (correſpondent to thoſe two parts 
m which they refide, and of which our 
natyre conſults; which diſtintion S.Past 
ſuggeſterh, when he faith, Glorifie God 
in your body , and in yoar » ſpirit, which 
are God's, ) one of them being, as it 
were, the form and Soul], the other ax 
the matter and Body of the Duty. 


I. The Soul of that Honour which | 


ls 
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is xequired of ys toward God, is that 
ternal eſteem and reverence, which we 
ould bear in our hearts towards him L 
; that we have ke u 
tas, ſuch Foneepaon about. = 
ore worthy of him, ſutable to the per- 
n,of his nature, to the eminency 
Ieh ſtate, to the oy quality of his 


warksand aQions: that we apprehend 
Gel be, what be really 15,1n his nature, 
ty 


oy goad, wiſe, powerfull, ho- 
: that we aſcribe unto him 
kr in and conſervation of all 
beings, together with an intire ſuperin- 
tendency over and abſolute diſpoſal of 
i events : that we conceive our 2p ac 
jged to ſubmit unto and acquieſce in 
is diſpenſations of;Providence, as + 
7 wiſe and maſt righteous; to re- 
gn the declarations of his mind, 
er 1n oy of aſſertion, or pro- 
As infallibly true and certain. In 
3 of mind the honquring of God 
oy primarily conſiſt, In Ads, I ay : 
I ſpeculative Opinions concerning 
Divine Excellencies , (ſuch as all 
ty Dae who are not downright A- 
eiſts or Infidels, ) floating in the fan- 
cy, or dormant in the mind 3 but incon- 
Ir uae oucly eficRual aQts of 


4 appre- 
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apprehenſion and judgment , {inking 


down into the heart and affeQions, and 
quickning them to a'congruous' Tex 
performance. Such an s LOTT of 
God's Power, as ſhall make ys to dreif 
his irreſiſtible hand, ſhall cauſe us tode 
ſpair of proſpering in bad courſes, ſhall 
diſpofe us to confide 1m him, as able to 
perform what-ever he wills us to ex: 
pe from him : fuch an opinion of his 
Wiſedom, as ſhall keep us from queſtio- 
ning whether that is beſt which God 
declares to be ſo; as ſhall hinder us from 
preſuming ( in compliance with our 
own ſhall w reaſon, or vain fancy) to 
doe any thing againſt God's judgment 
and - advice : ſuch a conceit of God 
Juſtice, as ſhall render us carefull to 
perfofm what his Law promiſes to' re- 
ward , and fearfull to commit what it 
threatens to puniſh : ſuch a perſuaſion 
concerning God's. Goodneſs , as ſhall 
kindle in us an hearty affection toward 
him , ſhall make us very ſenfible of his 


bounty, and ready to yield returns of 


duty and gratitude unto him ; as ſhall 
preſerve us from being diſtruſtfull of his 
Providence, or doubtfull in bur need 


and diſtreſs of finding relief from him: 


ſuch a vigorous and fruitfull _— bo 


g 
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Godin all reſpedts, 3s ſhall produve'in 


ts difpoſitrons of mind; and'a@ion? of 

Aagteeable to our varioustrelations 
and 6bligations to him'$ becoming us as 
kis creatures and children , as his'ſib- 
js and' ſeryants. "This 'is indeed: the 
Soul of the duty , which being abſent, 
all exteriour ( how ſpecions ſoever') 
either 'profeſſions or performances are 
but' as pictures, having in them ſome- 
what of reſemblance in ſhape and*'co- 
Jour , nothing of life : yea rather ,* as 
carkaſes , not onely dead and ſenfelefsy . 
but rotter? and filthy 'in God's ſight. 


This people (faith God) do borour me war, is, 8. 


with their lips, but their heart's far 


from me. Such honour is indeed no ho- 


nour at'all, but impudent abuſe"arid 
profane mockery : for what can bemore 
abominably vain , 'then for a man tq 
court and cajoul- him who knows his 
whole heart, who ſees that he either 
minds not, or means not what he ſays? 
It behoves us therefore' by all proper 
means ( by contemplating the Works 
and aions of God , (his admirable 
works of Nature ,; the wiſe proceedings 
of his Providence, the glorious difpen- 
ations of his Grace) by meditating on 
his Word,: by praying for his Grace, by - 


ob- 
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ing his Lawsand will) to raiſe 1 
in. our -nearts , tO t and 
this intergal 
true 
whi 


Dy a 

ly ,  princy 
forms and aQuates that ot 
ſort , coming next to be touched on, 
being the Body, of, our due Honour 
to; God 5 concurring in jts.order to 
integrity thereof, as, without which t 
interiour part. would be a. kind : 
Ghoſt, too thin in ſubſtance, too remate 
from ſenſe, too deſtitute of good fruit 
and ule. 

2. This Bodily part conſiſts in outs 
ward expreſſions and rmances , 
whereby we declare our eſteem and re 
yerence of God, and produce or pro- 
mate the like in others. For our thus 
honouring God reſpeds thoſe two ends 
and effe&ts, the uttering our own , the 


| exciting in others a reverence toward 
' him. Andit we may fiſt view in the 


general, or groGbulk Cabin then ſur 
vey its principal members, 

Firſt, in general, God is honoured hy 
a willing and carefyll pradtice of all Pr 
ety and Vertue for conſcience fake, if 
in avowed obedience to, his holy w 
This is the moſt natural ES 


- our Revyerence taward him, and 


mo 


The Fourth Surmon! 


effe@ual way of Promoti 
Gr others. A Subject — 
demonſtrate the os he bears tq- 
ward his Prince, then'by (with a I 
full —_— ) obſerving his Laws 2 
for by ſo doing he declares that he ac- 
knowledgeth the Authority , and reve- 
reth the Majeſty which evacted them 5 
that he approves the Wiſedom which 
devifed them, and the Goodne(s which 
- them for publick benefit; that 
eads his Prince's Power, which can 
— them, and his Juſtice, which 
will vindicate them ; that he relics ups» 
on hig Fidelity, in making .good what 
of protection: or of recompence he pro- 
pounds tothe obſervers of them. Na 
lefs pregnant a fignification of our Re- 
yerence-toward God do we yieldin our 
gladly and ſtrictly obeying his Laws z 
thereby evidencing our fubmiſſion to 
God's ſovereign Authority, our cfteem 
of his Wiſedom and Goodneſs, our aw- 
full regard to his Power and Juſtice, our 
confiderice in him, and dependenceup- 
on' bis word. As alſo the praQtice of 
wholſame Laws , _ _—_—— 
good fruits , (peace and 'proſperity 
the commonwealth ,} doth nw fo 
reſpect uno the Prince, he thereby aps 


pearing 
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aring-wiſe and good, able to diſc 
_ willing to chuſe what may 
publick benefit : ſo actions conformable 
tothe Divine Law., being. ( by Gadz 
wife and gracious diſpoſal ) both in 
themſelves comely and lovely , and in 
Tit. 3.8. Effe& (as S. Paxl faith) good: and prof 
Neh. 9. 13. fable to men, (conducing indeed. not 


Deur. 10.13; Onely to private , but alſo to publick 


welfare, to the rendring humane Soc- 
ety comfortable, to the ſettling and & 
curing common-tranquullity,') the per- 

formance of them muſt needs bri 
great commendation to the authour uni 
ordainer of them. By obſerving them 
x Per; 2.9. We ſhall ( as S. Peter ſpeaks ) ſet forth 
the vertues of him that called ws to ſuch a 
practice. The light and luſtre of good 
works, done in regard to Divine com- 
mand, will cauſermen to ſee clearly the 
Excellencies of our: moſt wiſe and graci- 
qus: Lord 3 will -conſequently induce 
Mart. 5, 16, and excite them to glorifie our Father 
Joh. 15.8, which is Fa Heaven. In this (faith Out 
| Saviour.) is: Father glorified , if you 
bear much fruit... The goodlineſs to the 


fight, the pleaſantneſs to the taſt, which 
15 ever perceptible in thoſe fruits which 
_ Piety beareth, the beauty men 

e.in a calm. mind -and a ſober _—_— 
- tation, 
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fation , the ſweetneſs | they taſt from 
works of juſtice- and charity , - will cer+ 
tainly produce veneration to the Doc- 
trine which teacheth ſuch things ,-and 
to the Authority which enjoyns them; 
I is an aggravation of Impiety , often 
inſiſted upon in Scripture , that it ſlurrs Rom. 2. 23. 
(as it'were' ): and defames.God, brings ?'©.5'5: 
ich-and obloquy; upon him, cayles 14. 

his Name to'be profaned,'to be curſed; Þ*5% 5: 
tobe blaſphemed ; ahd-*tis anſwerably IE: 
a-commendation of Piety, that byithe 
practice\ thereof we. ( not- onely pro- 
cure many.. great advantages to our 
ſelves ,-| many bleflings/ and comforts 
here, all joys and felicities hereafter; 
but do ao: thereby _) beget eſteem to 5 .-- '. 7 
God himſelf, and ſanQifie his ever-blefe Eph: 4- 1. 
ſed; Name; cauſe. him to: be regarded ot ent 
and reverenced, his Name to be praiſed 1 Theſ.2.12. 
and blefled among, men.. It is by exem- 
plary Piety, by * providing things honeſt * Rom. 12- 
in' the fight: of all men, by doing things "7+ -- ' 
honourable and laudable, :( ſuch are all 
-Ahings which God hath been pleaſedto » * - 
command us; )- that we ſhall be ftare-46 ©, | 
fulfill that precept of S. Paul, of dajigg i Cor. 10. 
all thingy to the glory of God which 3" 
'» the/Bady'of that duty we ſpeak of, /.- 

- Secondly, But there-are, deſervinga. . . ... . 
Ut par- 
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particular infþeFion', fome membiy 
there 1 which-itv a peculiar and ea 
nent manner Jo conſtitute this Honos, 
{ome atts which: mvre nt WT 
ro the illaſtration of 
are, 
x4 The frequent and conſtant pet 
mance ( in 2 ſerious and revcrent maj 
net) of all rehgipus Dunics;: or Devs; 
 tiohs immedintely addrefict} to: God, o 
 eonverſine aboud'/him : thar'which-the 


Pſal. 29, 2. Pfaltoiſt ſtyles,” Giving the Lord thes | 


our dine to bis Name , wor fiipping the 
Lord in the beauty of Holineſ7; (1; 
- 2; Uſing alt th petty rein - relate 
unto God” (his! ftioly Name, 
Pal. 26. 8. Word, his bs = Places, (the places br 
| \ Ba bonenr dwellerh; ). his holy: - Times; 
; Faſts and Feſtivitics 3 yi 
eſpecial ref | 
73, Yield \ dw: ob&rrance. to th 
4 Deputies and Minifters of God i("both 
* Giviland'PFecleliaftical') as fuch, os be 
| eau of rhejr xelmion to God +: the d6 
t Sam. 8.5. 4<& of which” God deelares thar he it 
Joh. 13-39. __ and aye as done unto his 
Freely fend what God hah 
= us (out 'of refpertants tlio) i 7 


2 Cor. 9. 13, 6tks of Piory; 'Charity, atid — 
"&Y t 


Me. 3. _3e 


nm, me cw = mn = >. 


PC eEnEST HRT O0Oc=XMT mot. 3; == =o. 


= FDFS 22829757 _£A0T3F 56a 


— ” T- To u- B-..- 


=* i- 


—O' 
__—_ 


The Fourth'Sermon. 143 


hit which the Wiſe #+44: ealls Honoring Prov. 3. "Wy 


the —_ with onr fab So 1431 
penitential As, by which we 
Tito 6oar) and hiamble our _ 
before him. ( As Arhai' by confefling of Joſh. 9. 19. 
his fi, 1s ſand to gfoe bk to the Dd _ 
God bf Irzel.) * 
6. —_— undergoing affliions, 
foiſes, d aces , for | ofcihon of 
G0d's trith, vt for oBedience to God's 
conimatids. "(As S. Peter is ſaid by  þjs Joh 21. 19; 
death, EN upon ſich accounts, to 
| inſtahces of this duty 
as ſuch ini Holy Sctipture 
for Es s fake 1 over 3 tric 
kave"anely to confider one, moſt per- 
prayer 
com 0 one; W 
ketiss 
.7. Weſhall eſpecially Horigas God, 
| ing faithfully thoſe offices 
kc hath intruſted us with's by 
Frog ly'thoſe talents which 
God 'hdth Re: ro us 3 by uſing 
: thoſe means and opportunities, 
Which'Gbd hath vouchſafed us, of do» 
Ing him ſervice, and promoting his'glo- 
Thus he to whom God hath given 
Wealth, if he expend it (not tothe 
nouriſh- 
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nouriſhment of pride and luxury, ng 
 onely to the gratifying his own Cleaſin 
or:-humour, - but;) to the furtherance of 
God' 's honour,.; orito. the ſuccqur -of hjy 
ent neighbour,. ( (.1n any pious 
charitable way, ) hedath Nr Ty oh 
ciall manner honour God. 
whom : God. hath beſtowed Wit ani 
Parts,.;if he employ,them (not ſo much 
19 .contriving,; penjeip to advance his 
- own,petty intereſts, jor in Procvring vain 
applayſe. to. bimſelf, 2) ovantagy 
ouſly ſetting forth God's praiſe, hand- 
ly; recponnending goodnels, 'dexte- 
y.engagn! in ways of: yertue, 
(ein which thipgs is true wit and cx: 
cellent, policy. indeed,) he doth there 
remarkably honour. God. . He, likewik 


bath Honogr conferr'd Pen him, 
fl ſubordinate 1t to God's onour, if 
on SIP bo. ex&dit-as an ; inſtrument 


bringing erecht 30.6 thereby 
2h ating Piety > he b 


1. empmently : prac ate 


may, be ſaid/of a 
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tage of 
gfe.thareof. Ry Ge 
RED, beholding the, worth of ſuch go 
gi Ap feeling the. ge 
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from them, will be apt to blefs the do- 

four of them 5 as did they in the Go- 

ſpel, who, ſeeing our Saviour cure the 
Paralytick man , did preſently glorifie Mar. 9.8. 
God, who had given ſuch power unto men, 

But eſpecially they to whom Power and 

Authority is committed, as they have 

the chief capacity, ſo they are underan 

eſpecial obligation thus to honour God: 

they are particularly concerned to hear 

ad obſerve that Royall proclamation, 

Give unto the Lord, O ye mighty, give Plal. 29. 1,2; 
anto the Lord glory and ſtrength; Give 

anto the Lord the honour due' unto his 

name, When ſuch perſons (like King 
Nebuchadnezzar returned to his right 

ſnſes) do ſeriouſly acknowledge their 

power and eminency derived from God pan. 4. 34 
alone 3 when they profeſs ſubjefion hey -y 
unto him, and expreſs it intheir practice; nd waiſet 
not onely driving others by their pow- «nd bon wed 
er, but drawing them by thetr example, -——_ 
topiety and goodneſs; when they cauſe 

God's Name to be duly worſhipped , 

and his Laws to be ſtn&tly obſerved x 

when they favour and encourage Ver- 

tue, diſcourage and chaſtiſe wickedneſs; 

when they take care that juſtice be 1m- 

partially adminiſtred , innocence pro- 

tefted, neceſſity relieved, all iniquity 
| L and 
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and oppreflion , all violence' and difor. 
der, yea, (ſo much as maybe.) all 
flition and wreechedneſs be prevented, 
or removed z when they by all mean 
ſtrive to promote both the ſervice of 
Matt.24.45- God,and:the happineſs of men; (diſpey. 
fng equally and benignly, to the famih 
'over which their Lord hath ſet them, 
their meat in due ſeaſon; 'providing that 
i Tim, 2. 2, men under them 22ay live a peaceable and 
quiet life in all godlineſs and honeſty; 
doing. which is the buſineſs allotted to 
them, the intereſt (as it were) of God, 
which he declares himſelf concerned 
to tender, and by their miniſtry to. pro- 
ſecute : ) when they carefully doe ſuch 
things, then do they indeed —_ 
themſelves worthy honourers of their 
High Maſter, and Heavenly King then 
do they truly a& God's part, _—_ repre 
ſent his perſon decently. When the 
ations of theſe viſible Gods are fo di 
vinely good and beneficial , men wil 
be eaſily induced, yea, can hardly for- 
bear to reverence and magnifie the in- 
viſible Founder of their Authority, 
By ſo doing, as they will ſet before 
mens eyes the beſt pattern of Loyalty; 
as they will impreſs upon mens hearts 
the ſtrongeſt argument forObedience and 
reſpe(t 
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quently beſt ſecure and maintain their 
own honour, and their own welfare: 
{for :men will never be heartily loyal;, 
and ſubmiſſive to Authority , till they 
become really good 3 nor will they e- 
ver be very good, till they fee their Lea- 
ders ſuch :;) fo they will together great- 
ly advance the praiſe and glory of Him 
:in-whoſe.name'they .rule , to whoſe fa- 
vour'they owe their power and digni- 


 telþe& toward'themſelves;' as they ſhall 
both more plainly inform, and more ef- 
fettually perſuade people to the perfor- 
tance of their duty unto them, then by 
all the law and all the force in the 
gyorld 3 as they will thereby conſe- 


147 


ty-z iz whoſe hand (as theProphet faith) Dan. s. 23; 


.is their breath, and whoſe are all their 
-24zs. For all men will be ready moſt 
.awfully.to dread Him, unto whom they 
Fe:Princes themſelves humbly to ſtoop 
-and:bow : no. man will be aſhamed or 
-unwilling to:ſerye ;Him, whom. he ſhall 
: obſerve that his Lords and Governours 


'2do concern themſelves to worſhip : the 


world cannot: but have a good opinion 
of Him, a- participation of whoſe power 
and'majeſty yields (uch excellent fruits; 
at.will not failto adore Him, whole ſha- 


1dows and imagesare ſo venerable.  *Tis 


L 2 a moſt 


The Fourth Sermon. 


a moſt notorious thing, both to reaſon 


and in experience, what extreme'advan- 
tage Great perſons have , _ by 
the influence of their pradtice, to bring 
God himſelf, as it were, into credit; 
how much it is in their power eaſily to 
render Piety a thing in faſhion and re- 
queſt. For in what they doe, they ne- 
ver are alone, or are 1ll attended ; whi 
ther they.goe, they carry the world a- 
long with them : they lead crowds of 
people after them, as well when they 
goe 1n the right way, as when they run 
aſtray. The cuſtom of living well, no 
leſs then-other modes and garbs , will 
be ſoon convey'd and propagated from 
the Court 3 the City and Country will 
readily draw good manners thence, 
(good manners truly ſo called, not one- 
ly ſuperficial forms of civility , but real 
practices of goodneſs.) For the main 
body of men goeth not qu2 eurdur, ſed 
942 itur, not according to rules and rea- 
ſons, butafter examples and authorities; 
eſpecially of great perſons, who are like 
ſtars , ſhining in high and conſpicuous 
places, by which men ſteer their courſe: 
their ations are to be reckon'd not 'as 
ſingle or ſolitary ones, but are, like their 
perſons, . of a publick and repreſentative 
Nature, 
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nature, involving the praQtice of others, 
who are by them awed, or ſhamed into 
compliance. Their good example eſpe- 
cially hath this advantage, that men can 
find no excuſe , can have no pretence 
why they ſhould not follow it. Piety is 
not onely beautified , but fortified by 
their dignity 3 it not onely ſhines in ' 
them- with a clearer luſtre, but with a 
mightier force and influence : a word, 
a look ( the leaſt intimation ) from 
them will doe more good, then others 
beſt- eloquence, cleareſt reaſon , moſt 
earneſt endeavours. For it is in them, 
if they would apply themſelves to it, as 
the wiſeſt Prince implies, to ſcatter In7t- Prov, 20, $. 
quity with their eyes. A ſmile of theirs 
were able to enliven Vertue, and diffuſe 
tall about ; a frown might - ſuthce to- 
mortifie and diſſipate wickedneſs, Such 
apparently 1s their power of honouring 
God; and in-proportion thereto ſurely 
is their obligation to doe it : of 


t 
hm peculiarly God expedts it, and all 


ty exads it. What the meaner rank 

ſervants ( who are employ'd in ba- 
ſer drudgeries , whoſe fare is more 
courſe, whoſe wages are more ſcant, 
who ſtand at greater diſtance from their 
Lord, and receive no ſuch ample or ex- 

| L 3 prels 
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preſs marks of his favqur, what theſe )- 
doe is of ſome conſequence indeed, but | 
doth not import fo much to the Mas 
ſter's reputation; their: good word con» 
cerning him, thew good carriage towatd 
him doth'not credit him: fo: much. But 
thoſe whom he employs. 1m matters of 
higheſttruſt; and importanee to his a+ 
fairs, whom he places in the neareſt de- 
gree unto himſelf, ( ſeats.even '1n; his 
own throne , upon his own tribunal, )- 
whom: he feeds plentifully anddaintily , 
maintains in a handſome garb , allows 
largely, as their deportmentdoth much: 
refle on their Lord's. efteer , as they 
are highly capable of advancing his re 
pute ; ſo all the rules of ingenuity and 
oratitude , all the laws of juſtice and e- 
quity do oblige them earneftly to en- 
eavour it, And it 1s indeed: no lets: 
their concernment to doe fo. For if 
there be diſorders, prejudicial to the 
Maſter's honour and intereſt, frequent- 
ly committed in the famnly, 'tis thoſe 
ſervants muſt be reſponſible : if due ors 
der be there kept ta his glory and ad» 
vantage, they ſhall chiefly be commen- 
Marr, 25.23. ded, and peculiarly hear the Ege, bone 
Luk. 12: 45 ſeyve, They muſt be loaded with other | © 
mens faults, or crowned-for other mens | | 
yer- 
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vertues, as their behaviour hath reſpec- 
tively contributed tothem. Thoſe uni- 
verfal Rules of equity, propoſed in the 
Goſpel, will, in God's reckoning with ' 
and requiting men, be punQually obſer- 
ved To MaGever much is given, of 
him much ſhall be required : anſwerable 
to the improvement of what is delive- 
red in truſt, ſhall the acceptance be. 

I have infiſted ſomewhat more large- 
ly on this point, becauſe our Text hath 
a particular aſpect thereon; the words 
being uttered upon occalion of E/;, 


' then Judge in 1/-ae/, his not ufing au- 


thority to thefe purpoſes ; his forbea- 
ring to redreſs a grievous abuſe, com- 
mitted by his own Sons, to the difler- 
vice and diſhonour of God. Whence 
toperſons of his rank is this law eſpeci- 
ally dire&ed 3 upon them is this duty 
chiefly incumbent 3 on them aſluredly , 
(as fure as God 1s true, ) if they will 
obſerve the Duty, the Reward ſhall be 
conferred. God will certainly not one- 


ly preſerve the Honour they have alrea- 
', but will accumulate more Honours 
on them, 
Thele are general Truths ; the parti- 
cular application of them is ours. God, 


I pray, vouchſafe his grace and bleſſing, 
L 4 that 
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that it may be made to our benefit and 


x 


comfort. 


TIT. I ſhould now ſhew why the Dy. 
ty is required of us, or how reaſonable 
it is. I muſt not (and the matter is 
palpable that I need not.) ſpend many 
words on that. God ſurely doth not 

'Auieg)G& Exat honour from us becauſe he need 
War #8 jt, becauſe he is the better for it , be. 
—— cauſe he (for its ſe]f ) delights therein. 
rs (rips For(beſidethat he cannot want any thing 
e579.) of without himſelf, that he cannot any- 
hf wiſe need mortal breath to praiſe him, 
eee 3% or hands of fleſh to ſerve him, whoa hath 
Eg ; millions of better creatures then we ab- 
& vide in folutely at his devatian, and can withg 
Fſak 103: word create millions of millions more 
fitter then we to honour him) the bet 
eſtimation we can have, of him is much 
below him; the beſt expreſſion we can 
make is very unworthy of him. He is 
infinitely £zceflent beyond what we 
Nehem. 9. $. Can imagine or declare: his Name is ex- 
Pal. 148.13. alted above all bleſſing and praiſe ; his 
6g 45* glory is above the earth and heaven, 
that all our endeayours to honour him 
are, in compariſon to what is due, but 
defects, and in a mannerdiſparagements 


to him, *Tisonely then (which ſhould 
affe(t 
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affe& our ingenuity to confider ) his 


re goodneſs that moves him, for our 
[enete and advantage, to demand it of 
us, 
F.:'For that to honour God is 'the 
moſt proper. work of Reaſon; that for 
which primarily we were-defign'd and 
framed: (for as other things were made 
to afford the matter and occaſion, ſo 
Man was defigned to exerciſe the a& of 
glorifying Gad : ) whence the perfor- 


mance thereof doth preſerve and perfe& Sen. Ep. 96, 


our nature 3 to neglect it being unnaty- 
ral and monſtrous, 

'2. For that alſo it is a, moſt pleaſant 
duty, He is not a man (hathloſt all 
ratural ingenuity and humanity ) who 
doth not delight to-make ſome returns 
thither , where he hath found much 

ood will, whence he hath felt great 

indneſs. Since then all the good we 
have , we have received from God's fa- 
your, 1t cannot but be very pleaſant to 
render ſomewhat of requital ( as it 
were ) unto him and we can render 
no other but this We cannot make 
God more rich, more joytfull , more 
happy then he is.: all that we can doe 
Is, to expreſs oyr reverence toward 

him, 
3. Fox 
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3. For that likewiſe . our honouri 
God diſpoſes us to the imitation of hi 
( for what we do reverence we w 
reſemble,) that is, to the doing thoſe 
things wherein our chief perfetion and 
happineſs confiſts, whence our beſt con 
tent and joy doth ſpring. - | 

4. -In fine, for that the pradtice of 
this duty is moſt profitable and beneki- 
cial to us; unto 1t by an eternal rule of Þ in 
Juſtice-our final welfare and proſperity It Cl 
being annexed : whence God hath de- Þ hi 
clared-it to be the way and condition of &þ d: 
our attaining that thing which we { || A 
like and prize, Honour to our ſelves; | jt 
the which by promiſe he hath engaged 
himſelf to confer on thoſe who honour 
him. And, 


veral ways : Some.of them I ſhall briefly 

luggeſt. AE 
I. The honouring. God is of it ſelf 
an honourable thing; the employment 
which ennobles Heaven it ſelf, wherein 
the higheſt Angels do.rejoyce and glory. 
'Tis the greateſt honour of a Servant to 
bring credit to his Maſter ,: of a Subject 
to ſpread his Prince's renown, and Cup: 
on grounds vaſtly more obliging). a 
| ou 


N 
q 

Fr 

IV. This promiſe he makes pa ſee Þ ( 
] 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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Creature to. glorifte hrs: Maker: that we 
may doe ſo = an honour we ſhould be 
oath, may be proud of. l 
.2; By honouring God we are imme» 
dately inftated . in great Honour; we. 
eater 1nto-moſt. noble relations, acquire 
noft3]luſtrious-titles, enjoy moſt /glarts 
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of IF cus privileges ; we become the friends 

b- Ef ard favourites of Heaven, are adopted 

of F into. God's family , and. are ſtyled his 

y & Children 5 do obtain a free acceſs unto ' 
= Þ him, afure protection under him, a rea- 
f dy ach{tence from him in/all our needs. 

0 | And what honourcan exceed, can equal 

5 Þ th? 

; 


3. God hath fo. ordered: it, that Ho- 


nour is naturally. confe- 
quent upon the honou- 


Goodnefsanoble anda ſtates 
ly:-thing 5; hath: impreſſed 
upon it that beauty and ma- 
jelty which: commands. an 
univerſal love and venerati- 
on which. ſtrikes preſently 
both a kindly and an awful 


retpet mto: the minds of a}} men. 


righteows is'( not onely mm 


11 COMMON. E= 
ſteem ) more excellent ther wef; 4. 19. 


ring him. God: hath: made. 


'Tiyz F mug TufucTy. 


eG «5 pavivey aqucorr- 


oO, Oe. Naz. Orat. de 
Paup. 


Is gloria maxime excel. 
lit, qui virtute plurimim 
preftar. Cic, 

Ka] ARNIE 6 a1a% . 
4re@ munrns Ariftor, 
Eth. 4. 3, 


T-þe Prov. 12.26, 


© Ade0 gratioſa virtus eft, 
ut infirum fit. etiam mals 
probare melicra. Sen.de Be» 


bis 
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Abis neighbour. Power may be dreaded 


Richesmay be courted, Wit and Know. 


ledge may be admired 5 but oneh 
Goodneſs is truly eſteemed and honoy. 
red. Not onely men of goodneſs and 
diſcretion, but even the _— ſort of 


men (yea, as Plato hath we obſeryed, 


the worſt men) do paſs this judgment, 
do prefertrue Goodneſs above all things, 


SE aus Peupivlar 783 dpuripes os Ev9panu!, v 69 XOpure Plat 
Suk Xll. 


4. God by his extraordinary pfovi- 
dence, as there is reaſon-and wall 
doth interpoſe, ſo as to procure Ho- 
nour to them, to maintain and further 


their reputation, who honour him. God 


Plal. 33-15» faſhioneth the hearts of men : The hearts 


Prov. 21, I. 


Prov; 16. 7. 


of the greateſt men are iz his hand; he 
turneth them as the rivers of waters, whis 
therſoever he will : he conſequently rai- 
ſeth or depreſſeth us, ashe pleaſes, in the 
judgments and affections of men, Wher 


4 man's ways pleaſe the Lord, he maketh 


even his enemies to be at peace with him, 


faith the 1V;/e mar 3 thatis, he diſpoſeth 


the moſt averſe minds to love and ho-' 


nour him. No envy can ſupplant, no 


{ſlander can deface the credit of ſach a 
perſan 3 fince God hath taken it into' 


his 
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his charge and care, fince he hath ſaid it, 

that he will bring forth his righteouſneſs Pal. 37. 6: 
& the light , and: his judgment as the 

aor-day. God alſo by ſecret methods 

and undiſcernible trains, ordereth all e- 

yents, managing our thoughts and de- Pal. zo. 9. 
, our enterprizes and aCtions fo, * 9%: '7- 
that the reſult of them ſhall be matter of 

benefit, comfort, and reputation, or of 

difaſter , regret, and diſgrace, as he 

thinks good. Vidtory and ſucceſs he ab- 

folutely diſpoſeth of, and conſequently 

i- þ of the Honour that follows them 3 and 

, | they do uſually attend the honourers of 

» | God: for (asitis in the Pſalm) Agood Pal. 111.10. 
r | ſucceſs have they who keep his command- "3+. 
| | ments. Many are the inſtances of per- 
U; 
; 


5 Bo BETS FR 


ſons ( ſuch as Abraham, Joſeph, Moſes, 
David, Job and Daniel) who, for their 
fignal honouring of God, from a baſe 
and obſcure,or from anafflited and for- 
lorn condition , have, in ways ſtrange 
and wonderfull, been advanced to emi- 
nent dignity, have been rendred moſt 
luſtrious , by the providence of him 
who raiſeth the poor out of the duſt, and 1 Saw. 2.8, 
_u the beggar out of the dunghill, to *107-4%. 
et them among Princes , and to make 
them inherit the throne of glory. He 
doeth it in an evident manner, and emi- 
nent 


* Avayxny @s bolxrs wi- 
Av 111/1v: 3; Te Emeiles pg 
ys * +4761) oþ TY 14-207 
2274 n1vd 09H WE ayJpa- 
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, nent-depree, to fame, he doeth it ing 

_ © convenient way ., and 'competent me; 

fute, to ullchat honour hirn. | 

| 5. Whereas men are -naturallv.inglj; 

Cic, Tuſc.7. ned to 'bear (much regard to the judy 

ment of Poſterity concerning them, ar 

defitous:to leave a Good name behint 

them, and'to [have itheir memory x6 

tained/iniefteem: God ſo diſpoſes thingy 

Prov. 10. 7+ 'that the #wenrory of the juft hall be ble} + 
Pal. 112. 6.-ſe; that bu righteonſneſs ſhathbe hat iv 

Prov. 13.9. 'everlaſting \yememtbrance 3 that his light | 


iy. 


fall rejoyce, (or burn cleath} | 
and-pleafantly , -even whe - 
his:life.is put out here.,) :No 


ſpices:caniſo-etnbalm a man, 


| 
i 
{ 
no [monument can fo pre-f| 
ſerve ihis name -and memo - 


iry, as a Plous converſation, 


whereby God hath: beenho- 
noured, .and:men benefited 


| ; 
The fame of ſuch-a perſon's, -in thebel Þ + 
judgments, ' far more ' precious and\tw} | 
ly glorious , then is the fame of thoky . 
who'have excelled in any other deeb - 
or qualities. 'For what: fober man doth} 1 
not'in his thoughts -afford-a- more higl } / 
and hearty reſpeC& to- thoſe poor Fiſher $ |: 
men, who by their :heroical ach} | 
and ' patience did honour (God in tif | 


” — 


pro 


- 
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propagy tion of his heavenly Truth, then 
toall'thoſe He&#ors in Chivalry , thoſe 


: 


Conquerours and atchievers of mighty 


exploits, (thoſe Alexanders and Ceſars,) 


who have been renowned for doing 

things which-ſeemed great, rather then 

for performing what was truly good? 

To the honour. of thoſe excellent poor 

men conſpicuous monuments have been 

erected every-where ; anni- 

verfary memorials of their Toy J4 Siroy vi Xuct 

names and vertues are cele- % 7* 9am MepTES iy 
nutect xgTapanms, wopriuy 

bratedz they are never men- +5 uu miloan Kc 

tioned 'or thought of with- Chry\. in 2 Cor. 0r.27- 

-out reſpect 3 their commen- 


dations'are interwoven with the praiſes 


of their great Lord and Maker, whom 


they honoured. 

+ +6, Laſtly, to thofe who honour God . 
here, God hath reſerved an honour in- 
finitely -great and excellent, in compa- 


'nſon' whereto all Honours here are but 


dreams, the loudeſt acclamations of 
mortal men are but empty ſounds, the 
brighteſt glories of this world are but 
duskiſh and fleeting ſhadows; an ho- 
our moſt ſolid, moſt durable ; a eter- , cor, 4. 19; 
'nal weight of glory. They ſhall in the 
face of all' the world be approved by 
the moſt righteous Judge his —_— 
nable 
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nable Sentenee 3 they ſhall be eſteeme 
in the unanimous opinion of. An 


and Saints; they ſhall be applauded by 


the general. voice and atteſtation: of 
Heaven; thev ſhall then be ſeated upon 
unmovable Thrones, their heads encir: 
cled with unfading Crowns, their faces 
ſhining with rays of unconceivable Glo. 
ry and majeſty. The lefs of Honour 
they have received here, 1n this tranſi 
tory moment of hfe, the more thereof 
they fhall enjoy in that future eternal 

ſtate : where, with him who, t 
Jab8.49,5% the whole courſe of his life, ſought ng 
his own honour , but the honour of hin 
Heb. 2-9 that ſent him 5, who, for the ſuffering of 
death, was crowned with glory and ho- 
12. 2. rour 5 Who, a the joy that was ſet be- 
fore him, endured the croſs, deſpiſing the 
ſhame, and is ſet at the right hand of God; 
with thoſe who conſecrated all their en- 
deavours, and who facrificed their live 


to the promoting of God's Honour, 


they ſhall poſſeſs everlaſting glory. 
Which, together with them, God. Al 
mighty of his infinite mercy grant unto 
us all , through Jeſs Chriſt our Lord; 
to whom, with God the Father, and 
God the Holy Ghoſt , be for ever all 
Honour and Praiſe, Amer, the 
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PROV. 10.9. 
Be that walketh uprightly, walketh ſurely. 


* FE Aa 


T' E world is much addicted to 
the Politicks; the heads of men 
are very buſie in contrivance , 
and their mouths are full of talk about 
the ways of conſulting our ſafety , and 
ſeeuring our intereſts, May we not 
therefore preſume, that an infallible 
Maxim of Policy , propoſing the moſt 
expedite and certain method of ſecurity 
in all our tranfations ; will be entertat- 


' nedwith acceptance 2? Such an one the 


pexeeſt Politician and wiſeſt man for 
fineſls ( if we may take God's own | ging.z.12- 
word for it) that ever was, or will be, 
doth here ſuggeſt to us. For the prac- 
tice couched in our Text he otherwhere 


 youcheth for a point of Policy, tellin 


us, that A warn of underſtanding walketh prov. rg, a1. 
wrightly ; and here he recommendeth 
M it 
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it as a method of Security, He that wal. Þ + 
keth nprightly, walketh ſurely. ; 

Treating upon which Apboriſm,. 1 «q 
ſhall, by God's help, endeavour, firſt, Þ « 
in way .of Explication, briefly to de Þ j 
ſcribethe pradtice it ſelf; then, in way Þ « 
of Proof, by ſome Conſiderations to de. Þ ] 
clare, that Security dothattend it. 


| 

For Explication. To walk ( as well Þ ( 

in the ſtyle of Holy Scripture,as in other Þ « 

Writings, and even in common ſpeech) Þ 1 

doth fignifie ouruſaal courſe of dealing, Þ + 

ot the conſtant tenour of our praftice, Þ { 

=zna Oprighth, according to the original, | 

might be rendred, i perfe&ior, or, with Þ * 

integrity : And by the Greek Tranſl» þ |; 

tours in ſeveral places is fuppoſed chief Þ 

ly to denote Sincerity-and Purity of in- | 

tention. 

Ineffe&, the Phraſe, He that walketh | 
#prightly, doth import, One who 1scon- 
{tantly diſpoſed in his defigns and dea- 
lings to bear a principal regard to the 
Ze that wal- rules of his Duty, and the dictates of his 
k-th in bs Conſcience; who in every caſe emer- 
pokes gent 1s ready to perform that which up- 
L»d. Prov. on good deliberation doth appear molt 
4 22 juſtand fit, in conformity toGod's Law 
and found Reaſon, without being my 


al. 
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«t by any appetite, any paſſion, any fi- 
niſter reſpe& to his own private intereſt 


1B egf profit, credit; or pleaſure, to the com- 


miſſion of any unlawfull, irregular, un- 
worthy or baſe at ; who generally 
doth at out of good principles; (name- 
ly, reverence to God , charity to men, 
ſober regard to-his own true welfare 5 ) 
who doth aim at good ends, that is, at 
God's honour, publick benefit, his own 
Salvation, other good things ſubordinate 
to thoſe, or well conſiſtent with them ; 
who doth proſecute his deſigns by law- 
full means, in fair ways, ſuch as honeſt 
providence and induſtry , veracity'and 


fidelity , dependence upon God's help, 


apd prayer for his bleſling : In ſhort , 
One who never adviſedly doth under- 
take any bad thing, nor any good thing 
to Ul purpoſes 3 nor doth ule any foul 
means to compals his intents. 


For Proof. That ſuch an one doth e- 
ver proceed with much ſecurity, from the 


fallowing Confiderations may appear. * 


14 An upright walker 1s {ecure of ea- 
ily finding his way. For it commonly 


requireth no reach of wit or depth of 
judgment, ng laborious diligence of en- 


M 2 quiry, 
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Prov. 4. 28, 
27 K 11.24, 
& 14. 6, 
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quiry, no curious intentneſs of obſe. 
vation, . no ſolicitous care, or ploddi 

ſtudy , to diſcern in any caſe what ' 
juſt ; we need not much trouble our 
heads about it, for we can hardly be tg 
ſeek for it. If we will but open our 
eyes, it lieth in view before us, being 
the plain, ſtraight, obvious road, which 
common Reaſon prompteth , or which 
ordinary Inſtruction pointeth out to us: 
ſo that uſually that dire&ion'of Solomon 
is ſufficient, Let thine eyes look right on, 


and let thine ege-lids look ſtraight before | 


thee——Turn not to the right hand, nor t 
the left. 

The ways of iniquity and vanity, (if 
we may call them ways , which indeed 
are but exorbitancies and ſeduCtions 
from the way , ) ill deſigns, and bad 
meansof executing deſigns, are very un- 
1 1itc]ligible; very obſcure,  abſtruſe and 
intricate ; being infinitely various, and 
utterly uncertain : fo that out of them 
ro pick and fizp this or- that , may 
puzzle our head. and perplex our 
hearts; as to purſue 'any of them, may 


involve us in great difficulty and trou- | 


ble. But the ways of Truth, of Right, 
of Vertue, are ſo'very ſimple and unt- 
form, ſo fixed and permanent-, fo = 

and 


* ff. RR © 
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and notorious, that we can hardly miſs 

, or ( except wilfully ) ſwarve 
fom them. For they by Divine wiſe- 
dom were chalked out, not onely for 
ingenjous and ſabtle perſons, (men of 
great parts, Of refined wits, of long ex- 
perience , ) but rather for the vulgar 
community of men , the great Body of 
God's ſubjeRs , conſiſting in perſons of 
meaneſt capacity, and ſmalleſt improve- 


'ment : being deſigned to make wiſe the Pal. rg. 9. 


le, to give the young man knowledge be 


and diſcretion to direct all forts of prov. 1. 4. 


| people in their duty, toward their hap- Plal- 119. 9- 


pineſs ; according to that in the Pro- 
phet, A high way ſhall be there, and it 16. 35.8. 


| ſhall be called the way of Holineſs — the Q R Co 


wayfaring-man, though fools, ſhall not erre © 


therein. 
They are in -very __—_ charaQters 
graven by the finger of God upon our Rom. 2. 15. 


{ hearts and conſciences, ſo that by any 16. 39-21. 


- - Plal. 37. 31s 
conſiderate reflexion inwards we may | ** *”'? 


eaſily reade them : or they are extant 
in God's Word, there written as with 
a Sun-beam, ſ6 perſpicuouſly expreſled, 
lo frequently inculcated, that without 
groſs negligence or ſtrange dulneſs we 
cannot but deſfcry them. For who with 
balf'an eye may not ſee , that the prac- 
| M 3 tice 
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tice of pious love and reverence toward 
God, of entjre juſtice and charity t6- 
ward our neighbour, of ſober tempe. 
rance and purity toward our ſelves, i 
approved by Reaſon, is preſcribed by 

God to us ? 
Hence in the Holy Scripture, as bad 
Prov, 4. 19. & 2. 13, 159 Ways are called dark, crog- 
RI SRL AY 2 ked, rough, 1lippery ways; 
Jer. 23- 1,2 0750 fo the good ways are ſaid to 
* Heb. 12. 13. Pſal. 5.8: be * clear, plain, direR, & 


Luke 3+ $5. Prov. 3. 23. 
- 'Deut. - 32. & 28, 14 YEN Ways. || The path of the 


| Prov. 4- 18. juſt (lay they) Is as a ſhining | 
Prov s, 9. J ++" HA "Al wh —_— 1 | 
| fm, XX, 44 month are plain to him that 
p underſtandeth, (or, that con. 
Pſal. 26. 12. ſedereth them.) My foot ſtan- 
; 0} ONE ge deth in an even place. 
ang, Hi oh Law of his God is in his heart: 
| one of his ſteps ſhall ſlide. 


Hence 1t is affirmed , that an upright 

man doth hardly need any condut be- 
Proy, 11. 3. {ide his own honeſty. For, The integri- 

ty ( ſaith Solomon ) of the upright ſhal 
Prov. 11. 5 £#HIde them z and, The righteouſneſs of the 
OO  * perfe@# ſhall dire his way. 

But 1n caſe ſuch an one ſhould ever 
be at a ſtand or at aloſs, in doubt of his 
courſe, he hath always at hand a moſt 
fure guide to condud of diret him. I 

| Is 
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is. but asking the way of him, or 
fying , with the Pfalmiſt, Shew wee thy pal. 25. 4. 
wejs, O Lord, teach me thy paths; Teach 16-11. & 
we to doe thy will, and, Lead me in the Is 43.10. 
way everlaſting  O let me not wander & 139. 24. & 
w thy commandments ; and then * bis p51 . 
zars (as the Prophet faith) ſhall hear a 21, 33, 35, 
yord. behind him ſaying, This is the way, ff.  _ 
palk, you in it 3 then the words of the © 
Palmiſt ſhall be verified, What mar 7s he pral. 25. 9, 
that feareth the Lord ? him ſhall he teach 2& 37-23- 
in the way that be ſhall chuſe. The meek 
will be guide in judgment, and the meek, 
he will teach his way. 
Hence is the upright man happily ſe- 
cured from tiring pains in the ſearch , 


from racking anxieties in the choice , 


from grating ſcruples and palling re- 
orets in the purſuit of his way. 


IT. The upright walker doth tread (eroy.12.5.) 
upon firm ground. He doth build his 
practice , not upon the perillous bogs , 
the treacherous quagmires , the de- 
vouring quick-ſands of uncouth, bold, 
Impious Paradoxes, (ſuch as have been 
vented by Epicurzs, by Machiavel , 
by others more lately, whoſe infamous 
names are too well known, as the cf- 
tefts of their peſtilent notions are too 

M 4 much 
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much felt ; ) but upon folid, fafe, ap. 
proved, and well-tried principles wiz, 


theſe, and the like coherent with them: 
That there is an eternal God , incon. 
prehenſibly powerfull , wiſe, juſt, and 
good ; who 1s always preſent with uy, 
and ever intent upon us 3 viewing not 
onely all our external ations, rg 
and fecret,) but our inmoſt cogitations, 
deſires , and intentions , by the which 


our ations chiefly are to be eſtimated: | 


That He, as Governour of the world, 
and Judge of men , doth concern him- 


ſelf in all humane affairs, diſpoſing | 
and managing all events according to | 
his righteous pleaſure ; exacting punc- | 
tual obedience to his laws, and diſpen- 


ſing recompences anſwerable thereto ; 


with impartial juſtice rewarding each 


man according to the purpoſes of his 


heart, and the praftices of his life : That Þ 
all our yoo and happineſs doth abſo- | 


lutely depend on God's favour ; ſo that 
to pleaſe him can onely be true wiſe 


dom, and to offend him the great folly: þ 


That Vertue is incomparably the bell 


and Sin the worſt miſchief to which we 
are liable : That no worldly good or 
evil is conſiderable in compariſon with 


goods 


$ 
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s or evils ſpiritual : That nothing 
can be really profitable or advantage- 
ous to us, Which doth not confiſt with 
our duty to God, doth not ſome-wiſe 
conduce to our ſpiritual intereſt , and 
eternal welfare : yea, That every thing 
not ſerviceable to thoſe purpoſes is ei- 
ther a frivolous trifle, or a dangerous 
ſnare, or a notable dammage, or a wo- 
full bane to us : That content of mind, 
ſpringing from innocence of lite , from 
the faithfull diſcharge of our duty, from 
fatisfation of Conſcience, - from a good 
hope 1n regard to God and our future 
ſtate , 1s1n our eſteem and choice much 
to be preferred before all the delights 
which any temporal poſſeſhon or trui- 


_ tion can afford : and, That a bad mind 


is the foreſt adverſity which can befall 
us. Such are the grounds of upright 
practice, more firm then any rock, more 
unſhakeable then the foundations of 
heaven and earth; the which are aſlu- 
red by the Sacred Oracles, and- atteſted 
by many remarkable Providences; have 


ever been avowed by the wiſer ſort, 


and admitted by the general conſent of 
men, as for their truth, moſt agreeable 
to Reaſon, and for their uſefulneſs, ap- 


proved by conſtant experience. The 
PEIED belicf 
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belief of them having apparently moſt 
wholſome influence upon all the con- 
cerns of life, both publick and private; 
indeed , being abſolutely needfull for 
upholding Government, and preſerving 
humane Society.z no obligation, no 
faith or confidence between men, no 
friendſhip or peace being able to fub- 
ſiſt without it. Whence the pradtice 
built on ſuch foundations muſt be very 
ſecure. And if God ſhall not ceaſe to 


be, if he will not let go the reins, if 


his Word cannot deceive , if the wi- 
ſeſt men are not infatuated, if the com- 
mon ſenſe of mankind do- not prove 
extravagant , if the main props of life 
and pillars of Society do not fail ; he 
that walketh uprightly doth proceed 
on ſure grounds. 


II. The upright perſon doth walk 
ſteddily, maintaining his principal reſo- 
lations, and holding his main courſe, 
through all occaſions, without flin- 
ching or wavering, or deſultory incon- 
fiſtence and fickleneſs 3 his integrity 


being an excellent ballaſt, holding him 


tight and well-poiſed in his deportment; 
ſo that waves of temptation daſhing on 
him do not make him roll in uncertain- 


ty, | 


t 
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ty, or topple over into unworthy prac- 
tices. | | 
Luſt, paſſion, humour, intereſt, are 
things vefy mutable, as depending up» 
on temper of body, cafualtjes of tire, 
the winds and tides of this vertiginous 
world : whence he that is guided or 
moved by them muſt needs be »any- Jam. x. 8. 
minded , and unſtable in all his ways ; 
will reel to and fro like a drunken man, vſal.n07.29. 
and be at his wit's ends ;, never enjoying 
any ſettled reſt of mind, or obſerving a 


ſmooth tenour of a&ion. But good 


Conſcience is very ſtable, and perfiſteth 
unvaried through all circumſtances of 
time, in all vicifitudes of fortune. For 


| tt ſteereth by immovable pole-ſtars, the 
| inviolable rules of duty ; it aimeth at 


marks which no force can ſtir out of 


{ theirplace; its objes of mind and af- 


fetion are not tranſitory ; its hopes and 


| confidences are fixed on the rock of ages. 


Whence an upright perſon in all caſes, 
and all conditions, ( proſperous or ad- 
verſe,) is the ſame man, and goeth the xg,z,u,o. 
ſame way.Contingencies of affairs do not 7,fum & 
unhindge his.mind from its good pur- ?enacem pro- 
poles, or divert his foot from the right pajrs _ 
courſe. Letthe weather be fair orfoul, 

let the world ſmile or frown, let him 


get 
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get or loſe by it, let him be favoured or 
croſſed, commended or reproached, (4 
honour and diſhonour, ' by evil report and 
good report, ) he will doe what his duty 
requireth : the external ſtate of thin 

muſt notalter the moral reaſon of thingy 
with him. This is that which the Pal. 
miſt obſerveth of him 3 He ſhal/ not be 
afraid of evil tidings, for his heart ſtan- 


* deth faſt, and believeth in the Lord. His 
heart is flabliſhed , and will not ſhrink, | 


And this the Wiſe ma promileth to 
him; Commit thy works unto the Lord, 
and thy thoughts ſhall be eſtabliſhed. 


Hence a man is ſecured: from diff- | 
dence 1n himſelf, and diſtraQion in his | 
mind , from frequently being off the F 
hooks, from leading an unequal life, | 


4 Lu" en = © T; 
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claſhing with it ſelf, from deluding and F 


diſappointing thoſe with whom he con- | 
verſeth or dealeth, and conſequently | 
from the inconveniencies iſſuing thence. | 


IV. The way of Uprightneſs is the 
ſureſt for diſpatch, and the ſhorteſt cut 
toward the execution or attaimnent of 
any good purpoſe ;z ſecuring a man from 
irkſome expeQations and tedious delays, 


Prov, 13:12. the which ( as the W; iſe man ſaith) do 


make the heart ſick, 


It } 
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It in Scripture is called the ſtraight Luk. 3: 5; 


4d the plain way. And as in Geometry, 
of all lines or ſurfaces contained within 
the ſame bounds , the ſtraight line and 
the plain ſurface are the ſhorteſt ; ſo it 
xalſoin morality : by the right line of 
Juſtice, upon the plain ground of Ver- 
tue, a man ſooneſt will arrive to any 
well-choſen end. 

| In this way there are no. bewildring 
intrigues and 'mazes, no crooked win- 
dings and turnings, no occaſions forcing 


| men to dance hither and thither , to 
| skip backward and forward, to doe and 


undoez which courſes do protract bu- 


' fineſs, and commonly do hinder from 
| ever diſpatching it, But a man aGing 


juſtly and fairly, doth continually pro- 


{ ceed on in the direct open road, without 
| retreat,excurſion, or deflexion 3 ot tr- Prov. 4. 27. 
| ning aſide (as the phraſe is in Holy Writ ) 
| tothe right hand, or to the left. 


To clamber over fences of Duty, to 


break through hedgesof Right, to tref- 
| pals upon hallowed encloſures, may 


ſeem the moſt ſhort and "compendious 
ways of getting thither where one 
would be : But doth not a man ven- 
ture breaking his neck , or ſcratching 
his face, incurring miſchief and trouble 

there- 
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thereby 2 Is he not liable to the fats 
to which the Preacher doometh him, 
He' that diggeth a pit ſhall fall into it; 
and whoſo breaketh a hedge, a ſerpent ſhdl 
bite bim ? For inſtance, to grow rich 
fraud, extortion, corruption, oppreſſion, 
over-reachingand ſupplanting may ſeen 
the readieſt and moſt expedite ways; 
but in truth they are the fartheſt wa 

about, or rather no ways at all: fo 


-that which is got by theſe means is ngt 


(Prov. 23- 
10, 11.) 


Prov, 22.16, 


Prov. 28. 22, 
20,8 13. Is 
& 21+ 6, 


Jer. 17. 11+ 


-Our own ; nor is the poſſeſſion of it Þ 


truly wealth, but uſurpation, or deten- 
tion of ſpoil or rapine , which we 


ought to diſgorge. And however, | 
to the getting 1t there are often migh Þ 
ty difficulties occurring from men, there | 
are commonly inſuperable obſtacles in- 


terpofed by God 3 who hath expreſly 


condemned; and curſed thoſe ways, de | 


claring, thatWealth gotten by vanity (0 


cozenage) ſhall. be diminiſhed; that It F 
that oppreſſeth to encreaſe his riches, ſhal þ 


ſurely come to want; that Hewho (thus) 
hafteth to be rich, hath an evil eye, and 


conſidereth nat that poverty ſhall com | 


pon kim+that, As the partridge ſptteth on 

eggs, and:hatcheth them not. : ſo he tha 

getteth riches, and not by right, ſhall leave 

them in the midſt of his days, and at af 
| en 
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end ſhall be a fool, Whereas the plain 

way of honeſt harmleſs induſtry, (joyned 

with a pious regard to him who 1s the 

difpenſer of all good things, ) how ſlow 

fſoever it may ſeem, is the moſt ſpeedy, 

becauſe the onely ſafe, way to thnve 3 

having, beſide all ſecondary advantages, 

the ſecurity of thoſe Oracles 3 The hand Prov. x0. 4. 
of the diligent ſhall make rich : He that £2. _— 
gathereth by labour , ſhall increaſe : By prov, 22.4. 
humility and the fear of the Lord are Pal. 112. $. 


| riches, and honour, and life. 


V. The way of Uprightneſs is in it _ = = 


ſelf very ſafe , free of danger, tending ,, 1,5. & 


{ to no miſchief 3 according to thoſe ſay- 10. 2g. 


ings of the Wiſe 2az 3 There ſhall no evil Prov. 12. 21; 
happen to the juſt : In the way of righteouſ- Pio. 12.28» 
neſs 3s life; and in the path thereof there 


' #10 death. 


He who defigneth onely that which 


{ juſt and reaſonable, who innocently 


and fairly proſecuteth his intent, can 
run no great hazzard, cannot fall into 


| any extreme diſaſter , cannot irrecove- pl, 37. 24. 
| ably fink into miſerable diſappoint- 


ment, 

He probably will not receive much 
harm from men, or trouble from the 
world : for, as he meaneth innocently, 


as - 


.176 


| or very fierce and implacable toward 


Pal. 25. 21, 
(Prov. 13.6. 
& 11.6.) 
PFov. 2. 7. 
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as he dealeth inoffenfively , (not vio- 
lently aflailing, not fraudulently cy: 


cumventing , not any-wiſe 1njuriouſly. 
or malicioufly abuſing any man, ) as he/j 
doth yield no juſt provocation or ur. 


gent temptation to oppoſe him ; ſo he 
1s not very likely to meet with obſtruc. 
tions or croſſes thwarting his deſigns, 
He can' hardly raiſe up Abe at 
leaſt-ſuch as will prove very formidable, 


him. 


He may be ſure that few wiſe men, 


and no good men will trouble him; 
but that ſuch rather will afford their 
countenance and furtherance to his un- 
dertakings, _ | | 
But aſluredly he ſhall have the fa- 
vourable protection of Almighty God, 
who throughly knowing his heart, and 
obſerving the righteouſneſs of his in- 
tentions and proceedings, will not ſut- 
fer him to incurr any notable, deſtruc- 
tive, remedileſs. calamity. His prayer, 
dictated by good conſcience, Let znte- 


2 10.8 8. grity and uprightneſs preſerve me, Wil, 
18.829, 25, certainly be heard; God having paſled 


Pfal. 18. 2, 
J0,35. © 23. 
&+ & 24+ 4,5» 
Job11-14,15- 

Iſa. 33-15, 
16, 


his word for it in numberleſs places of 
Scripture ; particularly in thoſe remar: 
kable words of I/ay « * He that walketh 

righte- 
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righteouſly and ſpeaketh uprightly; he that 
deſpiſeth the gain of oppreſſions, that ſha- 
y. kth his hands from holding of bribes , 
ll that Jhoppeth his ears from hearing of 
« | loud, and ſhutteth his eyes from ſeving 
evil; He ſhall dwell on high, his place of 
defence ſhall be the amunitions of rocks , 
his bread ſhall be given bim, his water 
be ſure, That 1s, A man who is 
conſtantly upright in his dealings, hall 
by the Divine Providence be infallibly 
and preghed'y reſerved from any 
h _ miſchief, from any ſore wanr, 
; | from any extreme diſtreſs. 
c | The way of Uprightnels is ever guar- 
+ | ded with Angels, ready to promote the 
affairs of the honeſt perſon, or at leaſt 
| toprote(t him from evil. He may hope» 
| | fully ay ro kimſelf,- as Abrahare did-to 
4 Þ tis Servant, The Lord ; before whon 1 Gen. 24. 40. 
| 


walk, will ſend his Angel with thee, and 
proſper thy way : or he confidently may 
apply to himfelf that of the Pfalmiſt, 


| Þ} Pear thee xp in: their hands, leſt thou daſh 

| Þ 'hy foot againſt a ſtone. 

f However, the ſequele will be tole- 
nble : what-ever the ſucceſs of his un- 


þ | drtaking be, it can be no ruine , no 
N flurr, 


He ſhall give his Angels charge over thee, pol, gz. 11, 
to keep thee in all thy ways : They ſhall 1% 
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flurr , no heart-breaking to him. Hy 
Conſcience is ſafe, his credit is entre, 
his hopes are good ; he is perfeRtly 6. 


cure from being tainted with foul guik N.- 


from being expoſed to due reproach, i": 
from. being ſtung with vexatious 
morſe, from w_ plunged into a pulfff. 
of deſperation or diſconſolatenels. Fo, #7 


i149 


VI. The way of Uprightneſs is fa Wl 


and pleaſant, He that walketh in iÞ 
hath good weather, and a clear skie + 'L 
bout him 3 a hopefull confidence, and " 
a chearfull ſatisfaction do ever wait up þ.. 
on him. It 5s joy ( as the Wiſe nafj.. 
faith) to the juſt to doe judgment. 'Þ|. 
- Being conſcious to himſelf of an ho 
neſt meaning, and a due courſe of pro fÞ 
ſecuting it, he feeleth no check af 
ftrugghng of mind, no regret or = p 

of heart ; being thoroughly fatisfied : 
pleaſed with what he is about, his judg [7 
ment approving, and his will acquie ; 

ſcing in his procedure, as worthy df, 
himſelf, agreeable to reaſon, and cop fy, 


formable to-his duty. 

He therefore briskly moveth forward Þ, 

with alacrity and courage ; there be I, 

ng within him nothing to controll a | x 

countermand him, to pull him back, to J;, 
m 
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gke him halt, to diſtra or diſturb 


"Nor hardly can any thing abroad 

lſhiay or —_— him. For he may 

alonably hope for the good will of 

&, and cannot hugely dread theit 

wolition. He may ſtrongly prefume 

yon the propitious aſpect and' favou- 

ble ſuccour of Heaven, which always 

wilech and caſteth benign influences Proy; 11. 20. 

n honeſt undertakings, 

He that hath choſen a good way, may 

mth aſſurance commend his way to Jer. 32. ig. 

bod's providence 3 he may depend up- F'97-24- 14: 

n God for his concurrent benediQion 3 

S: with an humble boldneſs may ad- Heb. 4: 16. 

refs prayers to God for his proteQion 

nd aid, He ſo doing hath intereſt in 

livers clear declarations and expreſs 

fromiſes of good ſucceſs 3 

ich as thoſe : Commit thy Plal.37 5. & $5.22. 

Ko unto the Lord gruſt alſo in Wolf a 

w, and he ſhall bring it to 33+ 21. Prov. to 24. 

Wer. The Lord 5s nighunto Pal. 145.18, 19. & 34 
dthat cal upon bim in truth > 25:26. 1. _—— 

ewill fulfil] the deſire of then 

it fear him ; he will hear their cry, and 

i ſave them. 

$ He may dare to refer his caſe to the 

Wfereſt examination : ſaying with Job, 

| 2 g 
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Job 31. 6. Let mie be weighed in an even balmy | 4 
that God may know mine integrity ; 4 on 
Pal. 5. 8, & with the Plalmiſt, Judge me, O Lonfhot 
SY according to my righteonſneſs, and acelpoe 
ding to mine integrity that is in me, ll 
He. with an humble confidence « 

appeal to God , borrowing the wordſhs1 

2 King. 20.3 of Hezekzab, *I beſeech thee, O Lord, nt 
member how I have walked before thee li 

truth and with a perfe& heart , and hanet 

done that which is good in thy ſeght. We 
Prov, 10.48, Hence, The Hope of the righteom (ſad 
the Wiſe man telleth us ) 3 gladne{ipil 

He conſidering the goodnefls, the juſtia 
the fidelity of God , whereof his inteſet 
ority doth render him capable and i 
proper obje& , cannot but conceive}: 
comfortable hope of a good iflue, fk 
And obtaining ſucceſs, he doth noſkj 
onely enjoy. the material pleaſure ther fl 
of, but the formal ſatisfaQtion that it 1 *- 
indeed good ſucceſs, or a bleſling ij - 
dulged to himby ſpecial favour of Gogfllle 
enabling him to ſay with the Pſalmils" 
Pſal, 18.20, [ke Lord rewarded me according tomat 
21, righteouſneſs 5 according to the cleannif 
off my hands hath he recompenſed mt 
For I have kept the ways of the Loi yu 
and have not wickedly departed from nu 
God. hi 
- How 
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we | However, an upright dealer hath this 
aniflonfortable reſerve, that what-ever 
"f h befall him, however the buſineſs 
, he ſhall not condemn, and pu- 
& himſelf with remorſe ; he ſhall not 
t a conſolation able to ſupport and 
ered his mind. He ſhall triumph, if 
win the felicity of his ſucceſs, yet in 5 24+ 
integrity of his heart , and the inno- * 
of his deportment ; even as Bleſ- 

bc 6d Job did under all the preſſures of his 
(a " verſity : for, Till I die, ( faid he) Toy 4.5, 5 
ne/poill not remove my integrity from me. 
My righteouſneſs I hold faſt, and will not 
f it goe: my heart ſhall ndt reproach me 
d Hong as [ live, 
F owue it is upon all accounts, that, 
xcording to that aflertion in the Plalm, 

ebt is ſown far the righteous, and joy- Plal. 99. 11, 
" aſp  gladneſs for the upright in heart. 


F vi He that walketh upr + 

0 2as to his honour and mk 

a x fre not to come off ifraccfully. : 
Father at home' in his own apprehenfi- 

a &s,or abroad inthe eſtimations of men. 

«FEtedoth not bluſh at what he is doing, 

4, nor doth reproach himſelf for what he 

wFlath done. No blemiſh-or blame can 

lick upon his proceeding. 


- N 3 By 
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The F iſth Sermon, 

By pure Integrity a man farſt maj 
Pw, a due reſpef and a 
himſelf, then preſerveth an entire repy 
tation with others : he refleQeth on hy 
own heart with complacence, and loy. 
keth upon the world with confideng, 
He hath no fear of being detected, & 
care to {mother his intents. He is cop 
tent that his thoughts ſhould be ſoup 
ded, and his actions fifted to the bot. 
tom. He could even wiſh, that his breaſ 
had windows, that his heart were tran(. 
parent , that all the world might 
through him, and deſcry the clearne 
of his intentions. The more curioulh 
his ways are marked, the more exadt 
his dealings are  ſcann'd , the mor 
thoroughly his defigns- are penetrated 
and known; the greater approbation he 
1s ſure to receive. 
 Theillue of things aſſuredly will b 
creditable to him 3 and-when the day: 
light hath ſcattered all miſts , hath cle 
red all miſprifions and miſtakes , his6 
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putation will ſhine moſt brightly : «th 


event declaring, that he had no corrupt 
ends; the courſe of his proceedings bt 
ing juſtified by the very light of thing 

God himſelf will be concerned 10 


hio 
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it. # him to be conſiderably defamed ; accor- 
fa ding to that promiſe, He ſhall bring forth vial. 37.6, 
pu if thy righteouſneſs as the light , and thy 19. £34, $- 
of j4dgment as the noon-day. That in Fob CY 
will be made good to him, Ther ſhalt Job 11. 15. 
thou lift up thy face without ſpot + and he 
may confidently averre with the Pfal- 
con miſt, Ther ſhall I not be aſhamed , when ya), ng. 6, 
ul [have reſped# to all thy commandments. 394% 
bot. + Tf he findeth good ſucceſs, it will 
el} not be invidious , appearing well de- 
an} ſerved, and fairly procured : it will be 

kf truly honourable as a fruit and recom- Pal. 91.15; 
nefſ} pence of Vertue, as a mark and pledge 

uf of the Divine favour toward him. 

al 
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ted 

he 

be 
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If he ſeemeth diſappointed, yet he 
will not be diſparaged : wiſe and can- 
did men will excuſe him; good men 
will patronize his cauſe 5 no man of 
ſenſe and ingenuity will infult on his 
misfortune. He ſhall not ( as the Pfal- Plal, 37. 19. 
miſt aſſureth) be aſhamed in an evil time. 
Yea, oftenhis repute from under a cloud 
will ſhine, if not with fo glaring ſplen- 
. dour, yet with a pleaſant luſtre 5 Up- 
rightneſs diſpoſing him to bear adverſe 
events with a gracefull decency. 


VIIE. The particular methods of ac- 
ting which Uprightneſs diſpoſeth to ob- 
bj N 4 ſerye, 
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ſerve, do yield great ſecurity from troy; 
bles and crofles in their tranſattians. 
What js the conduCt of the upright 
man? He1s clear, frank, candid, harg- 
leſs, conſiſtent in all his behaviour, - his 
Prov. 13- $. diſcourſe, his dealing. His heart com. 
— monly may be ſeen in his face, his mind 
HE ”.. doth ever ſite with his ſpeech, his deed 
have a juſt correſpondence with his pro. 
feſlions : he never faileth to perform 
what he doth promiſe, and to fatisfie 
the expeCations which he hath raiſed. 


that none may ſee where he 1s, or knoy 
how to find him 3 may diſcern what he 
is about, or whither he tendeth. 
Troy, 10.18, Hediſguiſeth not his intents with fal- 
 lacious pretences of conſcience , of pu- 
blick good, of ſpecial friendſhip, and re- 
ſpect, | 
l He doth uſe no difingenuous, ſpite- 
fall, unjuſt tricks or ſleights to ſerve the 
preſent turn. 
Jeet: _ He laijeth no baits or ſnares to catch 
& $6.6. Sg mer, alluring them into miſchief or in- 
9. 1. &7. CONVENIENCE. . 
gat 5% Ashedoth not affe&t any poor baſk 
35-7. & 140. ends, ſo he will not defile lis fair inten- 


Fro 26.29, £100 by ſordid means of compaſſing 


Eccles 10,8.) them 3 ſuch as are illuſfive ſimulations, 
bow -+ 2 4 «4 b R > and 


He doth not wrap himſelf in clouds 


Bo ea FOB 


»* ET EATERS © 


© SS - 


| 


4 £ 


The Fifth Sermon. 135 
ſybdolous artifices, treacherous col- pal. ro. - 
uſions, flie infinuations, and ſycophan- & 55: 31% 
tick detraftions, verſatile whiftlings and ra Sub 
dodgings , flattering colloguings and es 
glozings , ſervile crouchings and faw- gectus 19. | 
nings, and the like. » 26. 


He hath little of the Serpent, (none _ _—_ 


of its lurking infidiouſneſs, of its furpri- & 26. 25. 
zing violence, of its rancorous venom, 
of its keen mordacity,) but much of the 
Dove, (al! its ſimplicity, its gentleneſs, 
its fidelity, its innocence, ) in his con- 


' verſation and commerce. 


His wiſedom- 1s ever tempered- with 
ſincerity, and ſeaſoned with humanity, 
with meekneſs, with charity 3 being the Jan. 3. 19. 
wiſedom which is from above, firſt pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, eaſje to be entrea- 
ted, full of good fruits, without partiali- 
ty, and without bypocriſce. 

He ſometime may prudently reſerve prov. 14.33. 
his mind, not venting it by fooliſh lo- * 29: 13. & 
quacity : but his words do never claſh rp 
with his meaning, ſo as to deceive or & 12. 23. 
diſappoint any man. - "—— 

He may warily prevent harm and de- Prov. 22. 3. 
cline perils : but it is without hurtful] * 27- 12-& 

——_ » a. 14.8, & 14 
countermining, or denving miſchief on 15, 16. 
his neighbour. | 

He may diſcreetly pick out —_— Eccles 8. g, 

an 
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and embrace opportunities of righting | | 

or benefiting himſelf : but he never wi | 

ſeek or lay hold of advantages to prejy. 

dice others. 
Prov. 12.26, Heſometimes may repreſs inſurreQions 

19-11- of anger or diſguſt :, but he never doth 

allow them to bake into rancour or ma- 

lice. 

He may be apt to uſe courteous, affa- 
ble, obliging demeanour, ſerving to 
breed friendſhips, and to ſtifle enmities : 
but he never thereby meancth to gull, 
inveigle and entrap men ; or to procute ' 
o—_—_ and aids of any perverſe de- 
Ign. 

gr els no enemy to himſelf, but (ac- 

cording to the obligations of reaſon and 

_ conſcience ) he hath always a regard 

to the good of others; nor is ever {0 

ſelfiſh, as to be unjuſt or uncharitable 
to any man. 

The principal engines he doth em- 
ploy for atchieving his enterpriſes are, 
a carefull and cautions providence in 
contriving,, a-ſedulous and ſteddy dili- 
gence in ating, a circumſpect heedful- 
neſs not to provoke any man by offen- 
five carriage, by injury, by diſcourteſie, 
to obſtrufthim, but rather by kind de- 
monſtrations and real beneficence to en- 


gage 
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pe men to further him in his procee- 
| —_ but eſpecially bis main inſtrument, 
wherein he moſt confideth , is devout 
ſupplication to God for his fuccour and 
bleſſing. 

Now is not this condut the moſt ſe- 
cure that can be ? doth it not aftord 
many great commoditiesand advantages? 
doth it not exempt from manifold fears, 
and cares, and croſles, and (laveries ? 

It cannot but derive bleſhngs from 
the God of truth , the great friend of 
ſimplicity and fincerity , the hater of 
falſhood and guile. | 

And humanely regarding things , he 
that uſeth theſe methods, doth from 
them obtain many conveniencies. He 
doth not he under perpetual conſtraint, 
engaged to keep a conſtant guard upon 
himſelf, to watch his memory, to curb 
his tongue , to manage his very looks 
and geſtures, leſt they betray his inten- 
tions, and diſcloſe his plots. He is not 
at the trouble of ſtopping holes, of 
rhending flaws, of patching up repug- 
hangs 1n his ations, that his- mind : 4 
hot break through them. He 1s not a- 
fraid of the diſappointment and ſhame 
which attend the deteQtion of unwor- 
thy'defigns.. He is notat pains to obvi- 


ate 


Prov. 12. 22. 
(Pco.12.19-) 
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10. 15. on ever do raiſe againſt the praGtiſers of 


21. 0. 
| Pſal. 26, 4+ 


Pal. 1. Zo 


Frote13:*"* be doeth (faith the Plalmiſt of him) 5 


foal 
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ate the jealouſies, the ſurmiſes, the diff. 
dences, the counterplots , the preven- . 


tive oppoſitions and aſſaults , which 
gloomy cloſeneſs and crafty diſſimulati. 


them. In fine, men do not ſhun the con- 

verſation.and the commerce of an up- 

right perſon, but gladly do conſort and 

deal with him; do ſeek his acquaintance 

and alliance: they are not apt to diſtruſt 
him, to ſuſpe& him, to be ſby and re- 

ſerved in 'their intercourſe with him ; 

but readily .do place an entire confi- 
dence inhim, and uſe.a ' clear frankneſ: 
toward him. No man doth fear him as 
dangerous, or will croſs. him as an ad- 
verſary. Whence as he ſeldom hath 

cauſe to fear, or occaſion toconteſt with 

others ; ſd he doth undiſturbedly enjoy 

the benefits of Society with great ſafety, 

eaſe; and comfort, 


IX. Laſtly , An upright walker hath 
perfed ſecurity, as to the final reſult of 
affairs, that he ſhall not be quite baffled 
in his expeCtations and-defires. . And if 
proſperity doth confiſtina fatisfaftion of 
mind concerning events, he cannot fail: 
of moſt proſperous ſucceſs. Whatſoever 
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foal proſper. How is that 2 Doth he, if 
he warreth, always get the viory ? 1s 
be perpetually, when he,tradeth, a con- 
fiderable gainer? will he certainly after 
ſowing reap a plentifull crop? Probably 
yea; and perhaps no : Yet aſluredly he 
{hall proſper, in the true notion of pro- 
ſperity, explained by thoſe Divine Say- 
ings; Mark the perfe man,and behold the Pal. 37. 37: 
wpright : for the end of that man is peace. 
The work of righteouſneſs ſhall be peace , 10a. 32. 17. 
and the effet of righteouſneſs yunines 
and aſſurance for ever. Surely 1 know it gccles 8. 12, 
ſhall be well with them that fear God. 

He cannot be much defeated 1n his 
purpoſes : for, as to his general, princi- 
pal, abſolute deſigns, (that is, his deſign 
of pleaſing God, and procuring his fa- 
vour 3 his defign of ſatisfying himſelf , 
- and diſcharging his Conſcience 3 his de- 
fign of promoting his own ſpiritual in- 
tereſt, and ſaving his Soul ; his deſign 
of doing good, of exerciſing charity to 
his neighbour , of ſerving the publick, 
of obliging the world by vertuous ex- 
ample, and by real beneficence,,) theſe 
he cannot fail thoroughly to accom- 
pliſh 3 nothing can obſtrudt him 1n the 
proſecution , nothing can debarre him 
from the execution of thoſe underta- 

kings 3 
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kings 3 in ſpite of all the world, by the 


fuccour of that Divine grace which e- 
. ver doth favour and further 'fuch de- 
figns, he moſt happily will atchieve 
them. - And for other inferiour deſigns, 
he can hardly be croffed in regard to 
them : for it is an eſffential part of inte- 
prity, not otherwiſe to affett or aim at 
private ſecular intereſts, then under con- 
dition, and with a refervation, - if it be 
God's pleafure, if it ſeem good to Di- 
vine Wiſedom. He knoweth that his 
pains employed on any honeſt purpoſe, 
in a fair way, ( be it to procure ſome 
worldly advantage for himſelf, for his 
relations, for his friend, ) are not loſt, if 
they have the fruit of ſubmiſſion to 
God's will, and acquieſcence inthe e- 
vent diſpoſed by him. He is aflured 
that it is good luck to have his projet 
blaſted , and that mifting is better then 
getting, when by Sovereign Wiſedom it 
1s ſo determined. He therefore could 
not ſo fix his heart, or engage his affeQi- 
on in any ſuch concern, that his mind is 
ſurprized, or his paftions diſcompoſed by 
a ſeeming adverſneſs of events to his en- 
deavours. - So that in effe& hecan have 
no bad fucceſs. For how - can that oc- 
eurrence be deemed bad, which plain 

| reaſon 
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reaſon diQateth in certain judgment to 
be moſt expedient for him 5 about 
which he ever was very indifferent, and 
with which at preſent he is not heartily _ 
diſpleaſed ? . How can it be taken for 
diſappointment and misfortune, which 
one was prepared to embrace with fatif(- 
fation and complacence ? 

Yea, to aperſon ſo diſpoſed, that ſuc- 
ceſs which ſeemeth moſt adverſe, juſtly 
may be reputed the beſt and moſt hap- 
py , as promoting ends incomparably 
more excellent then any worldly gain 
% producing fruits exceedingly more 
wholſome and more ſavoury then any 
temporal commodity 3 as exerciſing and 
improving the divineſt Vertues , ( Hu- 
mility, Patience, Meekneſs, Moderation, 
Contentedneſs) a grain whereofis worth 
all the wealth , all the preferment , all 
that is defirable in the world. 

Wherefore let the worſt that can ar- 
nve, (or that which humane blindneſs 
and fondneſs do count the worſt, ) yet 
upright perſons do not come off 11], or 
ſo ( matters being rightly ſtated) as to 
be loſers upon the foot of the-accompt. 

If this do not fatisfie grofſer appre- 
henfions , we may adde, that even in 
theſe meaner concerns Almighty God is 

pleaſed 


” * 
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pleaſed commonly to reward and'en. 


courage upright perſons by the beſt ſuc- > 

ceſs. For He hath as it were a natural E 

inclination to gratifie thoſe who deſire &: ,, 

to pleaſe, him; and (as the Plalmiſt ex. N ;, 

Pal. 35.27. prefſeth it) bath pleaſure in the proſperi. | , 

Prov, 11-20. zy of his ſervants, He may ſeem concer. iſ , 

SY SSN | 

ned in honour to countenance thofe | , 

who have regard to his will, andwho Þ , 

repoſe confidence in his aid ; diferims- , 

nating them from ſuch as preſume toat Þ j 

again(t or without him , in defiance to } , 

his will, with no deference to his Pro- | 

vidence. As they do render him his due &| | 

Pror, 14.2- reſpect, by ſubmitting to hisauthority, Þ 

and avowing his power 3 ſo he willac- Þ} ; 

knowledge them by ſignally favouring Þ { 

their concerns. Even his truth and , 

delity are engaged in their behalf; ſee- Þ ; 

Deur. 28. 2, 1g he very often hath declared and f 

O54 3 promiſed, that in all matters, and upon |} \ 

& 91.1—- a]l occaſions , he will be ready to blels ÞF | 

& 34-9,10-8 them, | 
84.11. 

Mait. 6. 33. Kg | 

Bcedes ©. 5. X.. To om _. - an —_ - | 

% 1c. 6, Vantage of upright dealing, that at the Y | 

OT Jaſt ie, Xe all things ſhall be moſt 


accurately tried and impartially decided, 

a man 1s aſſured to be fully juſtified in 

(P:o11.18,) It, and plentifully rewarded for it, ho 
; then 
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thert all the deceits, ' which now paſs.un-+ 
der fpecious masks, ſhall be laid bare; 


—. 


al varniſh of pretence ſhall be- wiped 


' off 5 all perverſe intrigues ſhall be un- 


favelled ; 'all wicked and baſe intenti- 
ons ſhall be quite ſtripp'd of the veils 
which now enfold them ; all ſhrewd 
contrivers and engineers of miſchief, 
all pradtiſcrs of unjuſt and malicious 
pvile , ſhall be expoſed to ſhame, hal 


| lie down in ſorrow + $o then The. righte- 


ow man ſhall ſtand in grent boldneſs ; his 
caſe will be rightly ſtated , and fully 
cleared from ſlanderous aſperfions, from 
odious ſurmiſes, from unlucky prejudi- 
ces and miſtakes: what he hath done, 
ſhall be approved 3 what he hath ſuffe- 
red, ſhall be repaired. So that it then 
evidently will appear, that upright ſim- 
plicity is the deepeſt wiſedom, and per- 
zrſe craft the meereſt ſhallownefſs : that 
he who 1s true and juſt to others, is 
moſt faichfull and fiiendly to himſelt; 
that who-ever doth. abuſe his neigh- 
bour, is his own greateſt cheater and 


foe, For , In the day when God ſhall Rom, 2. 16; 


Judge the ſecrets of men by-Feſws Chriſt, 

every man's work ſhall: be made —_ 

The Lord will bring to light the hidden 

things of darkneſs, and will make mani- 
O 


feſt 


/ 


I Cor. 3 13 
I Cor. 4« 5. 
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feſt the connſels of the hearts 3 and they 
. ' - ſhall-every man have praiſe of God. Untg 
1 Tim. 7.17. which, our upright Judge , the King e 
ternal, immortal, inviſible, the onely wiſe 
God , be hotour and glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. | 


(19g) 
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1 THES. 5. 17. 
Pray without ceaſing. 
| is the manner of S. Parl in his E- 


piſtles, after that he hath diſcuſſed 

ſome main Points of doctrine or di- 
ſcipline, (which occaſion required that 
he ſhould clear and ſettle, ) to propoſe 
feverall good advices and rules, in the 
obfervance whereof the life of Chriſti- 
&n praftice doth conlift. So that he 
thereby hath furniſhed us with ſo rich a 
variety of moral and ſpiritual precepts, 
concerning ſpecial matters, ſubordmate 
to the general laws of Piety and Ver- 
tuez that out of them might well be 
compiled a Body of Ethicks, or Syſtem 
of precepts de officiis, in truth and in 
.compleatnefs far excelling thoſe which 
any Philoſophy hath been able to de- 
vife, or deliver. Theſe he rangeth not 
!m any formal method, nor linketh to- 
O 2 gether 
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ether with ſtrict connexion, but freely 
nh them ſo as from his mmd ( 
out of a fertil ſoil, impregnated with 
ſeeds of wiſedotn and goodneſs) they 
did haply ſpring up, or as they were 


| ſuggeſted by that Holy Spirit, which con- 


tinually guided and governed him, 
Among divers ſuch delivered here, 


this is one , which ſha]l be the Subjet 


of my preſent Diſcourſe 3 'the which, 
having no other plain coherence ( ex- 
expt by affinity, of matter) with thereſt 
encloſing it , I ſhall confider abſolutdy 
by it ſelf, endeavouring ſomewhat to 
explain it, and to urge its practice. 
Pray without ceaſing. For underſtans 
ding theſe words , let us firſt confider 
what is meant. by the ac 1njoyned, 
Prazing ;, then., what the qualification 
or circumſtance adjoyned ,. without cea- 


(ng, doth import. 


I. The word Prayer doth inits uſual 


latitude of acception comprehend all 


ſorts of Devotion, or all that part of 
Religious practice wherein we do 1m- 
mediately addreſs our ſclves to God, ha- 
ving by ſpeech (oral or mental) a kind 
of 1ntercourſe and converfation with 
him. So it includeth that Praiſe which 
we ſhould yield to God, 1mplying our 


due 


b 
C 
l 
: 
I 
] 
| 
| 


ly 
as 
Y 
Y 
re 


The Sixth Sermon, 


dane eſteem of his moſt excellent Perfec- 
ons, moſt glorious Works, moſt juſt 

id wiſe diſpenſations of Providence 
ind Grace; that Thankſpiving where- 
by we ſhould expreſs an atfeCtionate re- 
ſentment of our obligation to him for 
thenumberleſs great benefits we receive 
from him z that Acknowledgment of our 
entire-dependence upon him, orour to- 
tall ſabjection tohis power and pleaſure, 
wpether with that Profeſſion of Faith 
in him, and avowing of ſervice to him, 
which we do owe as his natural crea- 
tures, and ſubjefts; that humble Con- 
feſion of our infirmity, our vileneſs, our 
owile, our miſery, ( joyned with depre- 
eation of wrath and vengeance, ) which 
is due from us as wretched men , and 
grievous finners; that Petition of things 
needfuJl or convement for us, (of ſup- 
ply in our wants, of ſuccour and com- 
fort in our diſtreſſes, of direFion and - 
aſliſtence in our- undertakings, of mer- 
cy and pardon for our offences,) which 
our natural ſtate (our poor, weak, fad 
and finfull ſtate ) doth engage us to 
ſeek; that Interceſſion for others, which. 
general charity,” or ſpecial relation do 
uvire from us, as concerned or obli- 

ed to deſire and promote their good. 

| O 3 All 
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All theſe Religious performances Prayex 
in its larger notion doth compriſe : ac. 


cording, whereto in common ule the 


whole Body of Divine Service,  contai- 
ning all ſuch acts, is termed Prayer; 
and Temples , conſecrated 'to the per. 
formance of all holy duties , are ſtyled 
Houſes of prayer ; and that brief Direc- 
tory, or pregnant Form of all Devotion, 
which our Lord difated, 1s called his 


Prager : and in numberleſfs places of 


Scripture it is fo taken. 

. In a ſtricter ſenſe, it doth onely ſig- 
nifie one particular a& among thoſe, the 
Petition of things needfu]l or uſctull for 
Us. 

But according to the former more 
comprehenſive meaning I chuſe to un- 
derftand it here ; both becauſe it is mot 
commonly ſo uſed, (then, eſpecially , 
when no diſtinftive limitation is an» 
nexed, or the nature of the ſubje&t mat- 
ter doth not reſtrain it, ) and becauſe 


neral reaſons do equally oblige toper. 
mance of all theſe duties in the many/ 


ner here preſcribed : nor 1s there any 
ground to exclude any part of Devoti 
on from continual uſe 5 we being obli- 
ged no leſs inceflantly to praiſe God for 
his excellencies. , and thank him for his 
benefits, 
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benefits, to avow his Sovereign Maje- 
fy. and Authority, to confeſs our infir- 
gnties and miſcarriages, then to 'beg 
help and mercy from God. All Devo- 
tion therefore, all forts of proper and 
due addreſs to God (that #5 me go- 
dy), «ft prayer and ſapplication, which xph. 6. «. 
$. Paul otherwiſe fpeaketh of) are 
; here injoyned, according to the manner 
adjoyned, without ceaſing, aNancrrlas , 
that is, mdeſinently,; or continually. 
2. For the meaning of which expreſ- 
7» | fion, we muſt ſuppoſe, -that it muſt not 
e | be underſtood as if we were obliged in 
r | every inſtant or ſingular point of time 
actually to apply our minds to this prac- 
e | tice: forto doe thus is in it ſelf impoſ- 
ſible, and therefore can be no matter 
of duty ; -it is inconſiſtent with other 
duties, arid therefore muſt not be prac- 
| tifed 5 yea, will not confiſt with it felf; 
for, that wemay pray, we muſt live, that 
_ we may live, we muſt eat, that we may 
#F-- eat, we muſt work, and muſt therefore 
F attend other matters 3 ſo that aQual 
* Devotion neither muſt , nor can ſwal- 
low up all our time and care, The de- 
liberate operations of out mind are 
| fometimes interrupted by ſleep, ſome+ 
. times will þe taken up in fatisfying out | 
| | O 4 natys 
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natural appetites , ſometimes muſt hb 


ſpent in attendence ,upon other reaſs 
nable employments, commanded or ab 
lowed by.Gadl 5 whence there can' be 
no obligation to this practice accordin 

to that unlimited interpretation. Thi 
Precept-therefore (as divers others-of 
like general purport and expreflian.) 
muſt be under{tood ,- not'in a natural, 
but moral ſenſe, according as the exj- 
gence of things permitteth , or as the 
reaſan of the caſe requireth 3 fa far as 
it is conveniently praficable, or as it is 
reaſonably compatible with ather du: 
ties, and needs. But we mult not fo re: 
ſtrain it as to' wrong it , by pinching it 
within too rjarrow bounds. How then 
it may be underſtond; and how far it 
ſhould extend, we ſhall endeavour to 
declare .by -propounding:} divers ſcnſes 
whereof it is capable , grounded upon 
plain teſtimonies of Scripture, and en- 
forcible by good Reaſon ; according tg 
which ſenſes we ſhall together preſs the 
obſervance thereof. - 


I. Firſt then, [Prayirg inceſſantly may - 
import the maintaining in our Souls a 
ready diſpolition or habitual inclination 
to Devotion 3 that which- 4n' Scripture 
: IS 


dats a 
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'Þ termed: the ſpirit of ſupplication. This 
. Þ it moral eſteem, and according to cur- 
xn language, derived thence, amoun- 
tettrto a continual praftice 5 a man be- 
ing-reckoned and ſaid to doe that, to 
which he is ever prompt and propenſe : 
zs'it is ſaid of the righteous man , that 
he is ever wercifull, and lendeth, becauſe 
he is. conſtantly diſpoſed to ſupply his 
neighbour with needfull relief 5 al- 
though he doth not ever. actually dif- 
nſe alms, or furniſh his neighbour 
with ſupplies for his neceflity. The 
words may ſignifie this 3 they do at leaſt 
by conſt. quence imply fo much : for if 
we do not in this , we can hardly per- 
form the duty in any ſenſe 5 without a 
good temper fitting, and a good appe- 
tite prompting to Devotion, we ſcarce 
can, or will ever apply our ſelves there- 
to. If there be not in our heart a root 
of Devotion, whence ſhould it ſpring? 
how can it live, or thrive ?. If the or- 
gans of Prayer be out of kelter, or out 
of tune, how can we pray? If we be 
nat accindi, have not the loins of our 
mind girt, and our feet ſhod in prepara- 
tion to the ſervice, when ſhall we ſet 
forward thereto? My heart (faid Da- 
vid) is fixed, [will ſing and give praiſes 
| xed, 


201T 


Zech.13.10» 


Plal. 37. 26, 


Ut quamvis 
tacet Hermo- 
genes, cantor 
ramen 4que 


eſt, &Cc. Hor, 


I Per. r. 13, 
Luk. 12. 35, 
Eph. 6. 14. 


Pal. 108, 1, 
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(3 Chr. 30. fixed, that is , readily prepared , and 


ſteddily inclined to Devotion. - $ 
ſhould ours conſtantly be. As a true 
friend is ever ready to entertain hi 
friend with a frank courtefie and:com> 
placency; as he ever 1s apt upon o6- 
cafion for advice and afliſtence to have 
recourſe to him : ſo ſhould we be al- 
ways diſpoſed chearfully and decently 
to converſe with God , when he freely 
cometh to us , or we have need to ap- 
ply our ſelves to him. If there be 
{ from ſtupidity of mind, from cold- 
neſs of affection, from {luggiſhneſs of 
ſpirit , from worldly diſtration ) any 
indiſpofition or averſeneſs thereto , we 
ſhould by ſerious confideration and in- 
duſtrious care labour to remove them; 
roufing our ſpirits , and kindling inour 
affe&ions ſome fervency of defire to- 
ward ſpiritual things : otherwiſe we 
ſhall be apt to ſhun , or to ſlip the op- 
portunities inviting to Devotion 3 out 
' hearts will be ſo reſty ,- or - liſtleſs, that 
hardly: we ſhall be induced to perform 
.it, when it is moſt neceſlary or uſefull 
for us. : 


IL. Praying inceſſanty may denote a 
vigilant attendence(with earneſt mg_ 
an 
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and firm purpoſe) employed upon De- 
yotion : ſuch attendence as men uſually 


beſtow on their affairs, whereofalthough 


aQual proſecution. ſometime doth 
ſtick, yet the defign contimally procee- 
deth; the mind ever ſo direfting its eye 
toward them , as quickly to eſpy, and 
readily to ſnatch any advantages of pro- 
moting them, This is a kind of conti- 
nuance 1n practice, and is commonly fo 
termed : as we ſay that ſuch an one is 
building a houſe, is writing a book, is 
occupying ſuch land, although he be at 
preſent liceping, or cating, orfollowing 
any other buſineſs ; becauſe his main 
deſign never fleepeth, and his purpoſe 
continues uninterrupted. This 1s that 
which 1s ſo often injoyned under the 
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phraſe of watching about Prayer. Watch Luk. 21. 36. 


ye therefore, and pray always , fatth our 


Lord. Continue in prayer, and watch im Col. 4. 2. 


the ſame, faith S. Paul. Be ye ſober, and 
watch anto prayer, faith S. Peter. Which 
expreſiions import a moſt conſtant and 
carefull attendence upon this duty : that 
we do not make it a 7zpepyor, or by- 
buſineſs. in- our life, ( a matter of ſmall 
conſideration or indifference, of curio+ 
lity, of chance,) tobe tranſacted drow- 
Zily or fajntly, with a defaltoripus and 

| | ſlight 


Eph. 6.118. 


Pet, 4. 7» 


Matr. 24-42, Y 


25+ 13» 


* 2Pet' 1.12, 


. TheStixth Sermon. 
fight endeavour, by fits, as the humoyr 
ak us ; but that, accounting it a by. 
fineſs of the choiceſt nature and weigh. 
tieſt moment , we do adhere thereto 
with unmovable purpoſe, -+ way It with 
undiſtracted attention, purſue it with 
unwearied diligence, being always up- 
on the guard , wakefull and expedite, 
intent upon, and apt to cloſe with an 
occaſion ſuggeſting matter thereof, That 
we ſhould = Too reaſon alfo doth 
oblige : for that, as in truth no buſineſs 
doth better deſerve our utmoſt reſoluti- 
on and care, ſo none doth more need 
them 3 nature being ſo backward, and 
occaſion fo {lippery, that if we do note- 
ver mind it, we ſhall ſeldom praGile it, 


HI. Praying inceſſantly may fignihe, 
that we do aCually embrace all fit ſea» 
ſons and emergent occaſions of Devo- 
tion, This in moral computation doth 
paſs for - continual performance : as a 
tree 1s ſaid to bear that fruit, which it 
produceth in the ſeaſon ; and a man is 
accounted to work in that trade, which 
he exerciſeth when-ever he is called 
thereto. | This ſenſe 1s in ſeveral Pre- 
cepts parallel to that in hand plainly 


xph. 6.18, expreſted, Pray ( faith 8. Pax) with 


all 


Or S2TESSBR 
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all prayer and ſupplication ey mrayli xdaien* 
oj atch (taith,our Lord) ev 7rayl; Luk. 21.36, 


x83 Iopuerc, praying in every ſeaſon , 
'or upon every opportunity, Devotion 


indeed is rarely unſeaſonable, or imper- 

tiventz we may offer it Inaiou;, axai- 

pw, In ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon 3 that 1s, 2 Tim, 4. 2. 
not onely taking opportunities prefen- 

ted for it, or urgently requiring it, but 

catching at them, - and creating them io 

our ſe]ves, when there is no ſuch appa- 

rent and prefling need of it. But there 

are ſome ſpecial occafions, which more 
mportunately and indiſpenſably doexat 

it : ſome ſeaſons there are (either mjni- 

ſtred by extrinſecal accidents, or ſprin- 

ging from internal diſpoſitions ) when, 

without both great blame , and. much 
dammage to our ſelves, we cannot neg- 

k@ it : times there be moſt proper, and 
acceptable, when we do eſpecially need 

to'pray, and when we are likely to | 
ſpeed well therein. Every one ( faith Pſi. 32. 6. 
the Plalmiſt) that is godly will pray un- 

to thee in a time when thou mayeſt be 

found : and, My prayer (faith he again) eal. 6. 13. 
# unto thee in an acceptable time. og m_ 
- Thus, when we have received any — 
lingular bleſſing or notable favour from 


God, when proſperous ſucceſs bath at- 
tended 
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" have been happily reſcued from inmj 


| _ Pſal.18. 1, 2. 


& 71. 3. &Cc- 
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tended our honeſt enterpriſes, when ws 


nent dangers, when we have been ſup. 
ported 4n difficulties, or reheved in 


wants and ſtreights; then 1s it ſeaſonabls 


to render ſacrifices of Thanksgiving and 
Praiſe to the God of _— help, and 
mercy-z to admire and celebrate him; 
who is our ſtrength, ard our deliverer, 
our faitbfull refuge in trouble, our for- 
treſs, and the rock of our ſalvation. Ty 
omit this ptece of "Rs then, is 
vile ingratitude , or ſtupid negligency 
and Noth. :Y 
- When any rare objett or remarkable 
occurrencedoth npon this theater of the 
world preſent it ſelf to our view, in ſur- 
veying the -glorious works of Nature, 
or the ſtrange events of Providence; 
then is a proper occaſion ſuggeſted to 
ſend up hymns of Praiſe to the power, 
the wiſedom,the goodneſs of the World 
great Creatour and Governour, | 
- When we undertake any buſineſs of 
fpecial moment and difficulty ; then it 
is expedient ( wiſedom prompting it) 
to ſue for God's aid, to commit our ab 
fairs into his hand , to recommend our 
endeavours to the bleſſing of him, by 
whoſe guidance all things are ordered, 
without 
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without whoſe concourſe nothing can 
te effected, upon whoſe arbitrary dif- 
poſal all ſaccefs dependeth. 
- The beginning of any defign or bu- 
fine (although ordinasy, if conſidera- 
ble) is a proper ſeaſon of Prayer unto 
lim, to whoſe bounty and favour we 
owe our ability to act, ſupport in our 
ings, any comfortable iſſue of 
what we doe : (for AU! our ſufficiency Is 2 Core 3. $.. 
if lim: without hin we can doe nothing, ) Joh. 15. $. 
Whence we can never apply our ſelves 
toany buſineſs or work, not go to eat, 
to-fleep, to travel, to trade, to ftudy, 
with any true content, any reaſonable 
ſecurity, any fatisfafory hope, if we 
do not firſt humbly implore the favou- 
nble proteCion , - guidance , and afli- 
tence of God. 

When we do fall into doubts , or 
- | darknefles , (in the courſe either of our 
; | ſpiritual or ſecular affairs, ) not know- 
| [ig what courſe to ſteer, or which way 


OO OMA ESO FT. ., Oe cx  *” a 


f { toturn'our ſelves; (a'caſe which to fo 

| {bimd and filly creatures, as we are, 

| {| Tult often happen 3 ) then doth the . 

; | time bid us to conſult the Jun Oracle j.;, to. 23. 


ao3 


8. & 29. 11. 
8: 86. 11. & 


8.& 119 125. 
Plal.119.133+ 


am. 1. $. 
ov, 2. 6. 
Iſa. 30. I. 


- * Pſal. 56. 3, 
& 3+ 4. 
' E158. 3. 


Phil. 4.6. 


143-1>.& 32. 
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Pfal.25. 4, 5, ſaying with the Pfalmilt, I Sew me thy 


ways, O Lord, lead me inthy truth, aug 
teach me; for #hou art the God of my ſal 
vation : Order my feepe in thy word, an 
let not any iniquity have dominion over 
me ; following, the advice of -S, Fang, 
If any man lack wiſedom *X let him ask of 
God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 


upbraideth not, and it ſhall be given him, 


When any ſtorm of danger bluſtereth 
about us, perilluſly threatning, or fu- 


ouſly aflailing us with miſchief; (fo 


that hardly by our own ſtrength or wit 
we can hope to eyade;) then with the 
wings of ardent Devotion we ſhould 


fly unto God for ſhelter, and for: relief, 


When any anxious care diftracteth, 
or any heavy burthen preſleth our 
minds, we ſhould by Prayer eafe our 
ſelves.of them, -and diſcharge them up- 
on God, committing the matter of chem 
to his care and providence 5; according 


to that direction of S. Paxl, Be careful 


far nothing : but in every tbing by prayer 


and. ſupplication with thanksgiving, ttt 

your requeſts be made known to God, 
When: we do he under any. irkſome 
trouble, or {ore diſtreſs, (of want, pail, 
difgrace;) then, for fuccour and ſupport, 
tor caſe and comfort , we ſhould have 
recour(c 
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thy rerourſe to the -F ather of pities , and 2Cor.1. 3; 
nd | God of al/ conſolation; who is nigh to all vial. 145.18, 
als | that call report him, will alſo hear their "9+ & 1473+ 
»d | &4 ,, and will ſave them; who, when 
er 4 righteows \cry doth hear" them, and v.34. 17; 
+4, | delbvereth them out of all their troubles 
of | vho is fo often ſtyled the hiding-place fl. 18. 1,2. 
1d. | front troubles, the help and ſtrength , the % $6, = 

| field and buckler, ' the rock, - the fortreſs, 3:8 33.20. 
tht bigh tower, the horn of ſalvation, to *71-3- 

dl good atid diſtreſſed people. To him 
'w#&ſhould'in fuch a condition have re- 
cerle , imitating the pious Pfalmiſt , 
whoſe praftice was this 3 1» the day of Pal. 77. 2. 

-yronble 1 ſought the Lord + 1 poured *2%5: 

Wu my complaint bx ox hins, T fſhewed be- En I 
fore \himt may | trouble + I called unto the val. 118. $. 
r | Lord in my diſtreſs the Lord anſwered 
r | #5 and ſet me in a large place. 

- | + When any ſtrong tetngtition doth-in- 
1 | vade us, with which by our own ſtrength 
2 | we cannot grapple, bur are like to fink 
| | and faulter under it; then'is . it oppor-- 


- | thine and needfull that we ſhonld ſeek 
| | 16 God for a ſupply of ſpiritual forces, 
and the ſtcconr of his Almighty grace, 
48; Paul did: when there was grven to + Cor. 12.9, 
bin a thorn in the fleſh, a meſſenger of ®, 9+ 
batan to brfſet him; then he beſought 
the Lord thrice that it might depart from 
it P 


bin : 


<. 
4 


Qal0 The Sixth Sermon. 


him : and he had this return from Gay, 

My grace is ſufficient for thee. £ 

When' alſo (from ignorance, or mif- 

take, from inadvertency,negligence, oy 

raſhnefs, from weakneſs, from wanton- 

neſs, from preſumption.) we have tranf. 

greſled our duty , incurred finfull 

guilt ; then , ( for avoiding the conſe 

uent danger and vengeance, for ups 

Pata our Conſciences of the burthen 

and diſcomfort thereof,) with humble 
confeſſion in our mouths, and ſerious 
contrition in our hearts, we ſhould ap- 

ply our ſelves to the God of mercy, de 

precating his wrath, and iwploring par 

don from him; remembring that promiſe 

t Job. 1.9. of S. John, If we confeſs. our ſons, be is 
faithfull and juſt to orgive #5 our ſins, 

and to cleanſe ws from all iniquity ; and 

Prov. 28. 13. that declaratiog, of the Wiſe 2ar , He 
that covereth his ſins ſhall not proſper : 

Plal. 32.5. but he that confeſſeth and forſaketh them 
Jot : 1» Kc: ſpall have mercy. . | 
; In theſe and the like caſes God by 
our neceſſities doth invite and ſummon 

. us to come unto him z and no leſs foo- 

liſh then impious we are, if we dothen 

link away, or fly from him. Then we 

| ſhould (as the Apoſtle to the Hebrews 
Heb. 4. 16, Exhorteth)) come boldly unto the throne 


of 
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grace; 'that we may obtain mercy, and 
ud grace to belp in time of need, ( or, 

*for ſeaſonable relief.) | * eg £14 
. And belide thoſe outwardly promp- = 
ting. and urging us, there be other. op- 
portunities , ſpringing from within us; 

which we are no lefs obliged and con- 

cerned to embrace. When God- by his 

gentle whiſpers calleth us, or by his ſoft 

impulſes draweth us into his preſence z 
we-ſhould then take heed of ſtopping Jer. 35. 14. 
our-ears, . Or turning our hearts from Hop L. = 
him, refuſing to hearken, or to comply. te” 
We muſt not any-wiſe.quench or damp 66. 4- 
any ſparks of devout affeQion kindled 

in us.-by the Divine Spirit 3 'we muſt 

not repell or reſiſt any. of his kindly 


uggottions or motions. 
When-ever we find our ſelves well 
affeRed to, or well framed for Devoti- 
0n;3;that we have a lively ſenſe of, and 
a coming appetite to: ſpiritual things 3 
- | that s >. ſpirits are brisk and —_— 
' | fancy calm and elear, our hearts tender 
and ſypple., our affeftions warm and 
nimble ;. then a fair ſeaſon offereth it 
ſIf;-and. when the iron is ſo hot, we 
ſhould ſtrike. NE | 
If at-any . time we feel any forward 
mcligations or good diſpoſitions to the 
| ot practice 
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pradice of this duty, we ſhould neyer 
__ check or curb them, but rather ſhould 
| _ promote and advance themz puſhin 
_ our flves forward in this hopefull cz. 
recr ;- letting out the ſtream of our af 
fe&ions into this right chanel , that it 
may run freely therein ; that 1t may 6 
verflow and diffuſe it ſelf in exuberance 

of Devotion. Farther, 


IV. Prayine ineeſſantly may figni 
that we ſhould with afllidous —_ 
_ drive on 'the intent of our Prayers, ne- 
ver quitting it, or defiſting, till ourre 
queſts are' granted, or our: defires 'are 
accompliſhed. Thus doing, we may be 
faid to pray continually : as he that go- 
eth forward in his journey, (although 
he ſonietime doth bait, ſometithe doth 
reſt and repoſe himſelf, is ſaid -yet t6 
be in” travel ; or as he that doth-not 
waye the proſecution of his cauſe,” (a 
though ſome demurrsintervene) is dee: 
med 'ftil] to be in' ſine. 'This' is" that 
which our Lord did in the Gofpel pre 
ſcribe , and perſuade, where 'tis-recor- 
Luk, 18. 1: ded of him, that He ſpake a parable who 
them, that men ought always to pray, and 
ot to-faint, That praying always the 
enſuirig diſcourſe ſheweth to =—_ 
reſtle 
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Sap. nity , 
in-prayer : the 4 06. OA of gre 
go ng to us by the wo my 
Wat, Wy; wot to ſaint or fauiter Ra: ga 
ww D t to ceaſe, or oive mo HA Ta Luk, 18, r, 
jab to continue inſtant Er 5 7 a075- as I. 9. 
outly ; dwnitega , t z Or hold -—_ 
neſtly, or contelt and ſtrug "a fries eap- Col.4, 2, 12 
Teulrew Tri; Orfore to abide prayers 
eations; <ygmves & Tri7y mg» at ſuppli- 1 Tim. $ 
we watch with. all pe "ſe y pa hens, « Ho 
m alſo 1s 1mplied b —_— "That Eph. 6. 18, 
mhich in Scriprral ſtyle 40 Do 
roo Devotion: by * Fr w commonly 
God ; which impli _—_— 
that God doth canto POND, ALESS 9. 10.8 14, 
41 not preſent- 6,32: 63.1. &6 
DIES 5h 
(cover himſclt 1n be yr heres - Deur, 4-09. 
defiets anſverable nefich 7 Plal-77 6. 
_ but after a conch 
our painfull continuance in 
, applications ie 9 dk 123. 2. & 69. 3. & 
benifiers upon God z whi h M90 14-6 35. & 25, 5. 
ifieth, that :fGod do Cc do Bn ady & 25. 
preſently appear gra Dos 1H HNS 4 % 
by we Fer pow. ed-okl — 6. Lam. 
ently ſtay, expecting ti 4 pi 
=> it in his —— = be pleaſed 
fon = _ 7 the Palm Our DR 
- 2h | 2 SW , 
| + _ , untill he =_ art he 
3 mercy 
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T uk, 12. 36. mercy upon us : by knocking 3 which in. 
Mart: 7- 9+ timateth, that the door of grace doth 
not ever ſtand open, or that we an 
have an effeQual acceſs to God, until 
he, warned and ( as it were ) excited 
by our'earneſt importunity, pleaſethto 
liſten, to'diſcloſe himſelf, to come forth 
unto us. | 

And this praftice Reaſon alſo dothen- 

force. For there are ſome'good thi 

_ abſolutely neceſſary for our ſpiritual } 
pag _ and welfare, (ſuch as are freedom from 
3 «{The. bad inclinations, diſorderly affeQione, 
24. z _ yiciqus habits, and noxious errours; the 
ſanQifying - preſence and influence of 
God's Holy Spirit , with the- bleſſed 
Graces and fwcet fruitsthereof;; growth 
in Vertue, delight in ſpiritual things, 
the ſenſe of God's love and favour, 
| with the like, ) which good reaſon en- 
? gapeth us ſo perſeveringly to ſeek, 
_ OE ever to reft , or be ſatisfied , till we 
ave acquired them in perfect degree; 
ſince we cannot ever doe well without 
them, or ever get enough of them. In 
begging other 1nferiour things, it may 
become us to be reſerved, indifferent, 
Aid; ix $- and modeſt ; but about theſe matter 
x =x% (wherein. all our felicity "oo 
ay ' Concerned) it werea folly to be tia 
9. | ot 
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of timorous: as we cannot be ſaid im- 
moderately to defire them, ſo we can- 


not be ſuppoſed immodeſtly to ſeek 


them there , where onely they can be 
found , in God's preſence and hand. ] 
The caſe doth bear, yea doth require ,' 


that we ſhould be eager and hot, reſo- 


hate and ſtiff, free and bold, yea, in a 
manner peremptory and impudent ſoli- 
ditours with God for them. So our Sa- 
yiour intimateth, where, comparing the 
manner of God's proceeding with that 
of men, he repreſenteth one friend yiel- 
ing needfull ſuccour to another , not 
barely upon the ſcore of friendſhip, but 
bz Tw avaiteuy, for his impudence ; that Luk. 11. 8; 
>, for his confident and continued ur- 
gency, admitting no refuſal or excuſe. 
doth God in ſuch caſes allow, and 
oblige us to deal with him, being in- 
Rant and pertinacious in our requeſts ; 


giving him no reſt, ( as the phraſe is in 16. 62. 7; 


the Prophet ; ) not enduring to be put 

off, or brooking any repulſe ; never 

being diſcouraged, or caſt into deſpair, 

by any delay, or ſemblance of negled&. 

We may wraſtle with God, like Jacob, gen, 32. 26; 
and with Jacob may ſay, I will not let | 
thee vo, except thou bleſs me. Thus God 

fuffereth himſelf to be prevailed upon , 

| P 4 and 
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and is willingly oyercome: thus Omgi. 
potence may be maſtered, and a happy. 
victory may begained over Fnvincibiliy 
it ſelF Heaven ſometime may be for. 
ced by ſtorm; (or by the aflaults of ex- 


treamly-fervent prayer ; ) it aſluredly || 


will yield to a long fiege. God will 

| not ever hold out againſt the attempty 

Mart. 11. 12+ of an obſtinate ſuppliant. So the King- 

dom of Heaven ſuffereth violence, and the 

violent take it by force, We reade in 

Jeh.s. 5s. $. Johr's Goſpel of a man, that, being 

| thirty eight years diſeaſed, did wait at 

2M Chryſ, the pool of Betheſda ſeeking relief: him 

| 40. in Fh, Our Lordpitied, and helped, —_— 
0r.-36; © - © his patience with miraculous relief, 

2 propoling it for an example to us of 

perſeverance. It is ſaid of the Patriarch 

Gen. 25. 21. 1/aac, that be intreated the Lord for his 

wife, becauſe ſhe was barren 5, and the 

Lord was intreated of him, and Rebekah 

; *0id Tom. 6, his wife conceived. Whereupon S. * Chry- 

Orat. 8, * ſoſtome doth obſerve, that he had perle- 
vered twenty years in that'petition. 

Ot good ſucceſs to this prattice we 

have many aſſurances in Holy Scripture. 

Law. 3-25: The Lord is gvod unto them that wait fat 

+ 4 bin, to theſoul that ſeeketh him. Bleſſed 

== of 3- are all they that, wait. for bin. 


£39. | ; | ,-&. 
* Ila, 40-31» Fat wait ons hinw ſhall be aſbamed They 
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thet wait «pon the Lord ſhall renem their 1 Chr. 28. 56 


oth, they ſhall mount up with wings 
areagles 5 they ſhall run, and not be wea- 


hath God aſſured by his Word, and en- 


tion 3 ſo that it ſhall never want g 
ſucceſs 


uy X -— & 
i: Without this practice we cannot - 1n- 


deed hope to obtain thoſe precious 
things 3 they will not come at an eafie 
nte, or be given fora ſong; a lazy 
wiſh or two cannot fetch them down 
from Heaven. ' God will not beſtow 
them at farſt asking , or deal them out 
in one lump : but it is upon aſſiduous 
foliciting, and by gradual communica- 
tion, that he diſpenſeth them, So his 
wiſe good will for many ſpecial reaſons 
diſpoſeth him to proceed : that we may 
(as it becometh and behoveth us) abide 
under a continual ſenſe of our natural 
impotency and penury z of our depen- 
dence upon God, and obligation to 
him for the free collation of thoſe beſt 
gifts: that by ſome difficulty of procu- 
ring them we may be minded of their 
worth, and induced the more to prize 
them : that by earneſtly ſeekjng them 

| we 


2 Chr, 15. 2+ 


"5 they ſhall walk , and uot faint. So Seeli 8 = 


he periphra« 
paged himſelf by promiſe, that he will ſof « -— 


yield unto conſtant and patient Devo- 


69. 6.8 70+«4e 
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and excite holy affeQtions :- that by 
much converfing with - Heaven , our 
minds may be raiſed above earthly 


things, and our hearts purified from 
' ſordid defires 2: that we may have a con» 


ſtant employment anſwerable to the 
beſt capacities of our-Squls, worthy our 
care and pain, yielding moſt ſolid pro- 
fit and pure delight unto us: that, in 
fine , by our greater endeavour in reli- 
gious practice we may obtain a more 
ample reward thereof. 

For the ſame reaſon indeed that we 
pray at all , we ſhould pray thus, with 
continued inſtance. We do not pray to 
inſtruct or adviſe God ; not to tell him 
news , or inform him of our wants: 
C He knows them, as our Saviour telleth 
us, before we ask:) nor do we pray by 
dint of argument to perſuade God, and 
bring him to our bent 3 rfor that by fair 
ſpeech we may cajoul him, or move 
his affections toward us by pathetical 
orations : not for any ſuch purpoſe are 
we obliged topray. But for that it be- 
cometh, and it behoveth us ſo to doe; 
becauſe it 1s a proper inſtrument of bet- 
tering , ennobling, and perfeRing our 
Souls 3 becauſe- it breedeth moſt wy 

aJtcc+ 


: :2 44 ot a ad id 


| 3" ey (praying 


; ever be framing or venting long Prayers 


The Sixth Sermon. 
affections , and pure fatisfations, and 
-yorthy reſolutions; becauſe it fitteth us 
for the enjoyment of happineſs, and lea- 
deth us thither: for ſuch ends Devoti- 
on'is preſcribed 3 and conſtant perſeve- 
rance therein being needfull to thoſe 
by fits and ſtarts not 
to accompliſh them , ) there- 
fore ſych perſeverance is required of us. 
'Farther, 


' V. Praying inceſſantly may import, 
that we do with all our occupations 
and all occurrences interlace devout e- 
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jaculations of prayer and praiſe ; lifting} 
up our hearts to God, and beachin® 


forth expreſſions of devotion ,- ſutable 
to the objeQs and occaſions which pre- 
ſent themſelves. This as it nearly doth 


-approach to the punCual accompliſh- 


-ment of what our -Text preſcribeth; fo 
it ſeemeth required by S. Pax, when he 


biddeth us pray always ex md, ual, i: ph. 6. 18. 


ſpirit, and to ling e» ri x2pltz, #2 the 


heart : that is, with very frequent ele- 


vations of ſpirit in holy thoughts, and 


defires toward Heaven 3 with oppor- 
tune refentments of heart, directing 


thanks and praiſe to God. We cannot 


& $. 19. 


Col. 3+ 16. 


with, 
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Sed non ſatis perſpiciunt 
um natura bumani in- 
genit valeat, que its oft 4- 
gilis &> welox, foc in omnem 
partem { at itd dizerim _) 
peftat , ut ndpeſſit quidem 
aliquid agere tanthin unum 3 
in plura vero non eodem die 
modo ſed eodem temporis mo- 
ments, vim ſnam 1mpendat. 
Quin. I. 12. 


Mynyord[7eov 20 Ots 
puaney i dyamdoty * 
# ofoy T4 Teo #17640, (al 
dive Tm i Tem megiltor, 
Naz. Or. 33s 


a nature ſo 


obſtru& it. 


Fpiicual lf 
"Hame within us, ' well conſpire with 
other occupations. . For Devotion is of 
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with our lips, but almoſt +. 
yer our mind cafi throw pj. 
ous glances, our heart: 


dart good wiſhes upwards; 


ſo. that hardly any+ moment 
( any confiderable ſpace of 
time ). ſhall paſs» without 
ſome' lightſome,:flaſhes of 


Devotion. As bodily reſpi- 


ration, without intermiſſion 
or impediment, doth con- 
curr with all our aQtions: 
ſo may that breathing of 
Soul , which preſerveth our 
, and ventilateth that hol 

al 
ſpiritual, ſo ſubtile and pe- 


netrant, that no-matter can exclude or 


.Our Minds are: ſo excee- 


dingly nimble and active, - that no buſi- 
neſs can hold pace with them, or ex- 
hauſt their attention and aGtivity. We 
can never be ſo fully poſſeſled by any 
employment ,, but that divers vacuitics 
of time do: intercurr, wherein our 
thoughts and affe&tions will be:diverted 
to other matters, As a Covetous man, 
what-ever beſide he is doing , will be 
-carking about his bags and treaſures 3 
an 
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an'Ambitious man will be devifing on 
his plots and projeqs; a Voluptuous 
man will have his mind in his diſhes; a 
Laſcivious man will:-be doting: on his 
amowrs 3 a Studious man will be mufing 
an.his notions 3 every. man, accordi 

to: us particular inclination ,, will' Hr 


his buſineſs, and beſprinkle all his aQi- yid. Chryc. 
ons with cares and wiſhes tending to 974: 5m | 
the: enjoyment of, what he moſt eſtee- 7, ,, 13, 


mech 'and afftefteth : ſo may a' good 
Chriſtian, through all his undertakings, 
wind/in devout. reflexions and” pious 
motions of Soul toward the chief ob- 
x& of his mind and affe&ion. Moſt bu- 
ineſfes have wide gaps, all have- ſome 
chinks, at which Devotion may lip in. 
Bewe- never fo urgently ſet , or cloſely 
intent upon any work, (be we feeding, 
be! we travelhng, be we trading, be-we 
ſudying,) nothing yet can forbid, but 
thar we. may - together wedge in a 
thought concerning God's Gaadnels , 


that we may deſcry our need of God's.” 


wite 


The Sixth Sermon. 


wiſe interrupt or. diſturb our- procee. 
dings. As worldly cares and defiresdg 
often intrude and creep into our Deva. 
tions, diſtrating and defiling them : { 
may ſpiritual thoughts and holy affedi. 
ons inſinuate themſelves into, and hal- 
low our ſecular tranſactions. This prac- 
tice is very poſſible, and it is-no leſs ex: 
pedient : for that if our employment 
be not thus ſeaſoned, . they can have no 
true life or favour in them ; .they will 
in themſelves be dead and putrid, they 
will be foul and noiſome, or at leaſt flat 
and infipid unto us. 


There are ſome other good meaning 


of this Precept, according to which Ho- 
- ly Scripture ( backd with good Rea- 
on ) obligeth us to obſerve it : but 
thoſe, (together with the general In- 
ducements tothe praQce of this Duty, ) 
that Ilmay not farther now treſpaſs on 
your patience, I ſhall reſerve _to ano- 
ther opportunity.. - | 


{ 
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( 
| 


(223) 


Meptth2he nn neneneR 


- The Seventh Sermon. 


Y WY IT S— ww o_CE£<_  c_Lusubwb_ cu CC 


— 


1 IHES. % 13 
Pray without ceaſing. 


HAT the Prayer here 1n- 

joyned by S. Pax/l doth im- 

port, and how by it univer- 

fally all forts of Devotion ſhould beun- 
derſtood , we aid formerly diſcourſe. 
How alſo according to divers ſenſes 
grounded in Holy Scripture, and en- 
ced by good Reaſon) we may per- 
form this duty z-ceſ/antly, we did then 
declare 3 five ſuch ſenſes we did menti- 
on, and proſecute :. I ſhall now adde 


two or three more, and preſs them. 


VI. Praying then inceſſeutly may im- 
ply, that we do appoint certain times 
conveniently diſtant for the practice of 
Devotion, and carefully obſerve them, 
To keep the Fews in a conſtant exerciſe 
of Divine worſhip, God. did 6 
Aa Igqs= 


 Quint: 1. 12, 
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Dan. 8.11. A Sacrifice, which was called Tamids, 
ww 13- 15. (5 Sierra; Quo }) the continual ſacri. 

"RR And as that Sacrifice, being cans 

ſtantly offered at ſet times, was thence 
denominated continual; ſa may we, by 
puncually obſerving fit returns of De- 

votion, be ſaid to pray inceſſantly. 
And great reaſon there is that we 
ſhould doe ſo. ,For we know that all 
perſons who would not lead a looſe and 
flattering life, but deſign with good afſu- 
rance and advantage to proſecute an F 
derly courſe of ation, are wont to dil- 
Car ipfi alt= tribute ' thetr time into ſeveral parcells; 
_— aftigning ſore part thereof to the necef- 
aliquid defi- fary refe&ion of their bodies, ſome to 
ores zz the convenient relaxation of their minds, 
rationibus do. fome to the diſpatch of their ordinary 
oo frag affairs, ſome alſo to familjar converſati- 
2 nonnihil ON, and mterchangin good offices with 
volaprarique; their friends; conſidering, that other- 
uine. 7, 12, WHe they ſhall be uncertain, and wnſta- 
ble in all their ways. And'in this diſtnbu- 
tion of time Devotion ſurely ſhould not 
lack its 'fharer it rather juſtly claimeth 
the choiceſt- portion «to ' be” allotted 
thereto; as _—_ incomparably the no- 
bleſt part of oar duty, and' maineſt con- 
cernment of our lives. The feeding our 
Souls and nouriſhing our ſpiritual life, 


the 
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the refreſhing: our ſpirits with thoſe no 
lef-pleafant 'then wholſome exerciſes, 
the | were our correſpotdence and 
commerce with Heaven, the improving 
our friendſhip: and intereſt with God , 
are affairs which above all others do 
beſt deſerve, and moſt need being fecu-- 
red. They muſt not therefore be leftat 
random , to be done by the bye, -as'it 
hitteth by-chance, or as "the fancy ta- 
keth us. If we do not depute vacant 
ſaſons, and fix periodical returns for 
Devotion, engaging our - ſelves by firm 
reſolntion ,- and inuring our minds by 
conſtant uſage to the{trii obſervance 
of them, ſecluding from them, as from 
ſacred encloſures, all other':bufineſles ; 
we :ſhall-often be dangerouſly tempted 
to negle& it , we ſhall be commonly 
lile to'it, prone to defer.it, eaſily ſe- 
duced from it by the encroachment-of 


other affairs, or enticement - of other 


pleaſures.- ' It is requiſite that our Sonls 


alſo (no leſs then our Bodies ) ſhould 
have their meals, ſettled at ſuch inter- 
yalls” as/'the maintenance of their lite, 
their health, their ſtrength and. vigous 
do require; that they: may not. periſh 
ar \languiſh for want of timely repaſts; 
that a' good appetite may duly ſpring 
1991 Q up, 
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up; prodipting andiinſtigating;to them 
that a found teniper. 


them. @« 1 


| Prayers: are: the. bulwarks of Piety: 
aid good Conſcience, the which ought 


to be placed fo as to flank and relieve 


one | another, together with the inter. 


Jacent ſpaces. of ous life 3 that the ene- 


my ( the ſir which doth: ſo eufily beſet 


#5 ) may not come on between, or at 
any time aſfault us, without a force ſuf 


ficiently near to reach and repell him. _ 


In determining theſe ſeaſons and meas 


fares of time according to- juſt propor- 
tion, honeſt' prudence ( weighing the 


{ſeveral conditions , capacities and cir- 
cumſtances bt each perſon ) miſt arb# 
trate. For ſome difference 1s ta be made 
between a Merchant and a Monk-; be- 
tween thoſe who follow a Court, and 
thoſe:who refide in a Cloiſter or a Col- 
lige. Some men having greatencumbran- 


ces.of buſineſs and duty , by neceſlity. 


wmpoſd on them, which conſume much 
of their time, and engage theirthoughtsy 
of them in reaſon neither fo, frequent 
recourlſcs to, nor ſo long continuance m 


| Prayer can be demanded, as: from thoſe 


and 
freer 


who enjoy.more abundant laure, 


fobuſt - confti. 
tation of Sout may be preſerved by. 


©. ab try 


—_ AE eau tc. aaa” on ea en. an. wi DA /++ tas — © ww. =. Om. . Gaim P - hms” 


The Seventh Serrhon. 

freer ſcope of thoughts, . But ſome fit 
times all may, and muſt allow, which tio 
vocation of buſineſs, no diftraftion of 
are ſhotild purloin from them. 

| Certaitt ſeaſons and petiods of this 
kind Nature it ſelf (in corteſporidence 
t6 her unalterable revolations ) doth 
ſet to define and preferibe * thoſe 
which the Royal Prophet tecommen- 


fo grbe thanks ninto the Lord, and to ſing 
fabſes unto thy Name, O thou moſt High - 
To fhew forth thy Ioving-kindneſs every 
morning, and thy faithfulneſs every night. 
Every Day we do recover and receive 
iniew life front God 3 every Morning 
we do commence buſineſs, or revive it; 
fiom our' bed of reſt ard ſeturity we 
ther face forth, expoſing our ſelves to 
the cxresand toils, to the dangers, trou- 
bles arid temptations of the world : 
then eſpecially therefore it is reaſonable, 
tht we ſhould facrifice thanks to the 
| s tous Preſerver of our life, and the 
ult Reftorer of its fupports and 
Swiforts; that we ſhould crave his dt- 
tetion arid help in the purſuit of our 
bowieſt undertakings 3 that to his pro- 
tion from fin and miſchief we ſhould 
Ktomnictd our ſelves and our affairs ; 
; Q 2 that, 
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 that-,-by- offering up to'him the firſts 
fruits of our than frag we ſhould 
conſecrate- and: conſign them all to hjs 
bleſling; that/as we are'then wont to 
falute all' the world , ſo then chiefly 
with humble-abeiſance we ſhould ac- 


I my E 


and continually. watchfull over us. Then 
alſo peculiarly Devotion 1s moſt ſeaſo- 
\ © nable, becauſe-'then our minds being 
leſs prepoſlefled and peſtered withother 
cares, our fancies becoming lively and 
gay , our memories frefh and prompt, 
' our ſpirits copious and *brisk, we are 
| better diſpoſed for it. nl} - whe 
: ., Every Night, alfo. reaſon calleth for 
' theſe Duties; requiring that we ſhould 
cloſe our bufineb, and wind up all our 
cares in Devotion 3 that we ſhould then 
bleſs God for his gracious preſervation of 
us from the , mamfold hazzards and the 
ſinsto which we ſtood obnoxious; that 
we ſhould implore his mercy for the 
manifold neglects and tranſgreſſions of 
our duty , which through the day palt 
we have incurred; that.our minds being 
then ſo tired. with ſtudy and care , our 
ſpirits ſo, waſted with labour and toll, 
that we cannat any: longer, ſuſtain our 
{clyes, but do of. our own SO, fink 
| JW own 
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down into a poſture 'of ' death ; ''we 
ſhould, as dying men, refign-'our Soals 
into God's hand , depoſiting ourſelves 
and our concernments into his-cuſtody, 
who alone doth rever ſleep. nor ſlumber z 
praying that - he would guard us from 
all the dangers and diſtarbances inci- 
dent to us in that ſtate of forgetfulneſs, 
and irterregnum of our Reaſon; that he 
would grant us:a happy'reſfurretion'in 

and health, with- a good and 
chearfull mind ,- enabling us thereafter 


comfortably to enjoy our: ſelves, and 
delightfully to ſerve him. ©. | 

-- Thus if we do conſtantly-bound and 
crcamſcribe our days, dedibating thoſe 
moſt . remarkable - breaks: of time - unto 
God's ſervice, 'fince beginning and end 
do comprehend the whole, ſeeing in 
the computation and ſtyle of: Moſes E- 


vening and Morning do'conftitute a Days .. 


we may with ſome good congruity be 
aid to pray inceſſantly. 

"Eſpecially if at the middlediftance be- 
tween thoſe extremes we are wont to 
interpoſe ſomewhat of Devotion. For 
# then uſually our ſpirits, being ſome- 
what ſhattered and ſpent, do need are- 
cruit , enabling us to paſs through the 
teſidue of the 'day with its incumbent 


Q 3 buſinebs ; 
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buline$; - then it would dae well,an 
may be requitite, in a meal of Deyog. 
on | to refreſh' our Souls with ſpiritny] 
poets drawn from the never-ſai 
vg ſtore-houſe of Diyine gracez Which 
mey ſo fortific us, 'that-yi due vigour 
= alacrity 'we' may perform the enfw, 

ing duties to Gad's honour , and our 

own corpfort. Thus to practiſe was the 
reſolution of the Pſalmiſt , that ſpent 

Pſal. 5s. 15. Maſter of Devotion Evening, (faid he) 
| ' " awd worwing, aud at noon will 1 pray, and 
cry aloud. And this was the cuſtom of 

= noble Daniel, from whifh- no occs- 

fion could. divert, no hazzard could de- 

Dan. 6.10, £8 him; He kwegled, ſaith the fory, ap 
on his knees thres times 8 day,end prayed, 
and gave thanks before bis Gd \ 

Theſe are-times which jt is neceſlary, 

ot very expedient, that all men- ( even 

_ of ac OE rank, and greateſt en» 

ould obſerve. heſe even 

” rs __ the praftices of Religi 
perſons, [not expreſlely preferibed: by 
#* God's Law, but aſlhumed by themleles; 
good reaſon  fuggeſtiog them to the firſt 
arg : he conſenting _—_ 
of pious men afterward enforcing them 
. God indeed did himſelf in his Law, 
or by his Prophets, appoint publick - 
Wo,» þ THOR bw 2x EE F | Q- 
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fotemn celebrations of, worſhip to hic- 
&f,'-in- Sacrifices ( involving Prayet, 
6d accompanied therewith): conſtant- 
j3: to be offered every nioming -and-e- 


yening 3. reltgious Princes alfg'did- infti- 2 Chro. 2. 4. 
x Chron. 16, 


to: be performed at thoſe times : but } 


jute fervices of thankſgiving and | praiſe 
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there doth not appear any'dire&. inſt Ez5-3- 3: 
ation of private Devotion;:.or its cit- - 


cumſtances 5 but. the practice thereof 
ſeineth originally to have been purely 
roluntary, managed ahd'meaſured ac- 
zording to the reaſon, by the choice of 
each perſon :.+yet ſo, that the practice of 
eniinently-good men leading,and others 
Gllowing, it grew into.a kind of com- 
maniaw, or ſtanding rule,- (ſeeming to 
carry an obligation with-it ,")-to ob- 
ferve the timesfpecified. - 

"| Beſides thoſe rhree times, there were 


further other middle times obſerved by . 


devout people , who. had leifure , and 
diſpoſition of mind thereto 3 once be- 
tween morning and novon,;and once be- 
tween noon and evening; were ſeque- 
fired to that purpoſe : whence in the 
4#s the ninth hour of the day ( that 
is, the middle intervall between noon 


and evening) is called the hoxr of pray- As 3. 1. 


er. Yea, ſome did impoſe on themſelves 
Q 4 the 


0,41. & 23, 
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-the' obſervation of two other 'times; ond 
between:evening and midnight, the! g. 
-ther betweerr/midnight and morn, To 


-which AR "2 'thoſe places in the 

Plal. 63-'5:6-- P/zl 4s do 'feem' to alludes; My | mouth 
|) Pall probe yhegimith jayfull lpr, 'whov1 

'- remember thee or my bed,” and meditate 

Pſak. 119; -842 thee ini the might-watches.: 1 preven- 
147, 148 ted the dawning” ofthe morning, and or; 
ed - Mine eyes prevent the night-watcheq, 

that '| may: meditate on' thy word: - And 

plainly 'the wholenumber of thoſe times, 

-which the Plalmiſt obferved 5; is expref 

Pſ. 119. 164. fed in: tho words, ' Sever tines'4. day 
—_ emiill ] praiſe thee, becauſe: of thy 'rights 
ow \ judgments.” \ Which: examples who- 
ever'ſhall chuſe to follow: ( in-any 
meaſure! ). he ſhall doe wiſely and com- 
mendably ; he ſhall certainly /have'no 

cauſe to repent; he'will find 1t richly 
worthhis while ; great benefit and com- 

fort will thence accrue unto him. | 

If indeed: Fews . werenſo-liberal in af 

-figning; ſo: punQual-in: affording ſuch 
portions of time for yielding praiſe and 

offering ſupplications unto God 3 how 

much more free and ready, more care- 

full and diligent ſhould we be in this 

way of praftice ? we, who have a Re- 

. ligion fo far more ſpiritual, and exempt 

/. * hn | from 
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from corporeal: incumbrances; Precepts 


 ſitnore expres and clear ;'' fo much 


er obligations, and ſtronger encou- 
ods © this duty 3 wham God in 
efpecial manner. ſo gracioufly doth in- 
vite; ſo powerfully doth; attra& unto 
himſelf? But farther, | 


IL Mote eſpecially . this / Precept 
tay be ſuppoſed--to- exatt from us a 
compliance -in. carefully obſerving the 


times of Devotion ordained by publick Levir, 19.30; 


Authority , or- ſettled by\ general Cy & 25: 2. Te 
ſton. / This ina pri; yr ſenſe Pay, 
isdoing a thing indeſmenitly, - when we reverence my 
perform it ſo often as'is required' by Jaw 5947: 
orcuſtom. ' $0' the Apoſtle'to the Hes, 

brews ſaith of the Pr7e ", that they yeb. g. 6. 


went always into the Tabemnache, 'actorni- 


_ Phſbing the ſervice of 'Goel 4 always, that 


;'at all the ſolemn times appointed. 

And thus of the Apoſtles it is affirmed 

vy S. Luke, that they were continually int Luk. 24. 53, 
Temple, ' bleſſing and praiſing God ; 

that-is, they conſtantly reſorted thither 

at' the ſtated times of concourſe for 

prayer. This good Reaſon alfo plainly 

doth injoyn : For that the negleCing it 

is-not onely a diforderly behaviour in a 

matter of high conſequence; a criminal 


dif 
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diſregard and diſobedience to Authog. 
ty 3 aſcandalons contempt of our neigh- 
bours, from whoſe laudable faſhion we 
diſcoſt 3 -a wrongfull :deſerting the py. 
blick, to whoſe good: ,. mainly promg- 
ted by the. pablick ' worſhip of God, 
we do owe the conttibution of our ex- 
deavour : but a hainous affront to Al. 
mighty God ,. who thereby is plainly 
diſhonoured , and ina manner openly 
diſavowed';z a buge fl gmane to Reli- 

e Cre power whereof, 
without viſible profeſſion , exemplary 


compliance, -mutual conſent and encow 


f . £agement , cannot be. upheld, Were 
-©. $here times by law or cuſtom defined, 


(| as-in; ſome; places indeed there are, ) 


When all men. ſhould; be required in 


perſon < to: attend. on their 
Prince, -for ptofeſſing-their Allegeance, 


or deferring - any. Homage | to: him ; 


would ngt-thoſe who ſhould wilfully 


refuſe or: decline appearatice,, be juſth 


chargeable as guilty: of. diſhonouring 


and wronging him ? would not their 


ſuch defailance paſs for fafficient prod, 
that they do not acknowledge him, that 
at leaſt they do not much regard or va» 
lae him 2 So by not joyning at ſtated 
times in celebration of Diyine worſhip, 

we 
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ghim God, 


Wight. 
as np Io. 
mg Hon then intimate, that we 
little believe God to be our Sovereign 
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gemaey bewell conceived wholly 


, ly todif- 
od ors 
£30, as a:thing inſignificant 
able. ' Do we nod fnideed 


Lord, and Governour ; that we-ſtand in 
ne great aye ar dread of him; - that we 
are-not 'mnch ſenfible of his benefits and 
ciesz that we repoſe ſmal} truſt or 

in himz that we do not take our 
flves much 10 want his proteQion, his 


mercy ? Are we not ih effeft like nnto 


thoſe in Jeb, wha ſay nnto (70d, Depart job 21. 14, 


2.35 


gnidance, his aſiſtence, bis favour and 


ſhaw: ws 3 for we deſire not the knowledge 15: 


of thy ways £ What 3s the Almighty, that 
me ſhoxld ferue hims or what profit ſhall 
we have, if we prey wito hin £ Thus the 
(inders by commonly ( ſome ſo as to 
be much offended * _ ſhe to be 
cormpted by our bad example) will 
hiverpesr this neglect : and fo aſluredly 
Gad himſelf will take it from 'us, and 
accordingly deal with us. As he clai- 
meth this publick attendence on him for 
his gue : ( Give, proclaimeth he by the 


month of one of his great Heralds, Give Pſal. 20.1.2. 
66, 2. 


unto the Lord, O yemi by, give unto the 
Lord glory and ſtrength : Gi —_— 
F Lord 


. . LET 
by % —_—- 
ol 
0 2 
3 
% 
- 


2 Tim-2.12, 

Matt. 10.33» 

Luk. 9. 26. 
12, 9. 
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Lord the glory due to his Name; 
the Lord: "tt. "the beauty Fr Holineſt: 34 
if we to his wrong and difgrace refif 
to yield/-ir, we ſhall ce y find = 
ſwerable reſentment and recompence 
from hims- that as 'we are careleſs (; 
ſerve him;-ſo he: will be-unmindfull t6 


bleſs us ; :as we are backward to:avow 


and ym him, iſo he. will not be'for- 
ward to own'and grace us. as we doo 
deny him before men , (0' be will deny us 
before them alſo. What other meaſure 
indeed can we imagine, orexpedt to rt 
ceive? Will God, think we, be ſopar: 
tial and fond to us, fo diftegardfull and 
injurious: toward himſelf, that he will 
vouchſafe: to. appear in: favour to us, 
when | we 'deign not to appear in re 
pe& to him? that he will openly ten- 
der our repute, when we apparently 
diſregard his honour ? that he will em- 
ploy his wiſedom, or exert his power 

in our :behalf, when we ſcarce will 
think a thought, or ſtira ſtep for his ſer- 
vice 2... Can we hope, that he will free- 
ly diſpenſe proſperous ſucceſs to our en- 
terpriſes, when we either care-not, or 
ſcorn to implore his. help? that he will 
reach forth undeſerved bleffings to us, 
when we ſubtra& due praiſes = = ? 

' that 


—_ 
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that he will any-wiſe ſhew himfelf boun- 
tfall-and mercifull toward us, when we 


bpdpably are injuſt and ingratefull to- 
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No., Swrely be ſcorneth the Prov. 3. 34. 


ſeormers 3 and, Whoſoever deſpiſeth him, 
all be ey eened - ſo he expreſlely 
hath threa 3 and, ſeeing he is both 
infallibly true, and invincibly able, we 
may reaſonably prefume that he will ac- 
compliſh his word, 


VIII. Laſtly, Praying inceſſantly may 
import at large a frequency in Devoti- 
ON. an the words at leaſt do: exaq, 
or neceſlarily imply, . however expoun- 
ded. For yon Ada cannot im- 
ply leſs then doing frequently : in no 
tolerable ſenſe. can we be ſaid to doe 
that continually, which we doe ſeldom; 
but it is an ordinary ſcheme of ſpeech 
to fay that a man doeth that always , 
which he is wont to doe, and perfor- 
meth often. As of the pious ſouldier 
Cornelius it is ſaid, that he gave much 
alms to the people, and prayed to God al- 
ways 3 and of Ana the Propheteſs, that 
ſhe departed not from the Temple, but ſer- 
ved God with prayers and. faſtings night 
4nd day ; that is, ſhe frequently reſor- 
ted to the Temple, and ferved God 


with 


I Sa, 2.30» 


Ads Ie. 2: 


Luk. 2. 37- 


938: - 


force it ! for very jalt , very-fit,; 
- needfull iris 10 prattife this: "They id 
ever t hand abundanr reaſdn'for\,- Ind 


pay 
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with an affidvous conftancy. As ths 
words they bear ; and' do involve uti 
ſenſe, {o doth the reaſon of the caſdjni 


appolite matter of Devationy therefore 
no large ſpace of time/ſhaold paſs with- 
out it : there be perpetually deperiding 
many cauſes thereof 3 whence there is 
not to be allowed any long vacation 
from it. As every togehit we fro 
God's mercy and 'bohmy partake great 
favours's | fo ſhould ' we: often render 
thanks-anid praiſe for them : for perpe- 
tually t0teecive courtefics, and rarelyto 
return acknowledgments , is notorious 
megratitude and intquiry. We frequent- 
ty ( and it-4 manner 'continually ) do 
fall imo fins; often therefore we are ob- 
liged toconfeſs fins, we are concertied t6 
deprecate wrath, and beg metcy : othet- 
wiſe we muſt long crontch- ander the 
fore burthen of guilt, the ſad dread! of 
paniſhirient , rhe bitter pangs of 16 
morſe, or the deſperare harzard of ſM- 
pid obduration. What-ever we defign 
or undertake , roward''the' good nit 
ragement and happy ſueceſs thereof we 


(betngipriorant and: irypore —— 
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þ need the guidance, the affiſtence,and 
the b of God : ſo often therefore 
ts 2cquifite that we ſhould be ſeeking 
and faing _ = Pe 
ely trandgreſs' our duties , but 
a, or foully betray our own con- 
cetnments. The Cauſes therefore of 
Devotion being fo conſtant, the Effetts 
in ſome correſpondence ſhould be tre- 


t. 

Sdach frequency is indeed neceſlary 
for the breeding, the nouriſhment, the 
wth and improvement of all Piety. 
otion 1s that holy and heavenly 
fre, which darteth into our minds the 
he of ſpiritual knowledge , which 
h in our hearts the warmth of 

holy deſires : if therefore we do con- 
tme long abſent from it, a night of 
darkneſs will overſpread our minds, a 
deadning coldnefs will ſeife upon our 
actions. .It is the beſt of our 
Souls, which preſerveth their life and 
health , which repaireth their ſtrength 
and vigour, which rendreth them luſty 
and active : if we therefore long abſtain 
hom it, we ſhall ſtarve, or pine away 5 
We ſhall be faint and feeble inall reli- 
gious performances; we ſhall have none 
wall,ora very languid and meager _ 
19 'S 
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To maintain im /us.a:conſtant and 
ſteddy difpoſition to: obedience, to dar 
ret our perverſe inclinations, to curh! 
our unruly paſſions ; -to' ſtrengthen uy 
againſt temptations ,: to. comfort us in; 


the 
6c 
wt 
tal 
hit 
anxieties: and diſtreſles ; we do need 
c« 
h 
{ 
h 
f 
f 
7 
| 


continual ſupplies of grace from Godz 
the which ordinarily are communicated: 
in Devotion, as the chanel which:con- 
veyeth, -or the inſtrument which" hel. 
pethto procure it, or the condition up- 
on which it is granted. Faith, Hope; 
Love, ſpiritual Comfort and Joy , all 
Divine Graces are chiefly: elicited, ex- 
preſled, exerciſed therein and thereby: 
It is therefore needfull that it thould 
frequently. be uſed; ſeeing otherwiſe 
we {ball be in danger to fatl in diſchar- 
ging our chief Duties, and to want-the 
belt Graces. Hy Fr 
- Tt .is- frequency - of Devotion allo 
which -maintaineth that Friendſhip with 
God, which is the ſoul -of Piety.'' As 
familiar converſation (wherein men do 
expreſs their minds and affeGions/mu- 
tually) breedeth acquaintance; and che- 
rilheth good will of men to one. ano- 
ther; but long forbearence thereof dif 
ſolveth, or flackneth the bonds of ami- 
ty, breaking their intimacy; and o—_ 
| their 
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and. | their kindneſs: fo is it in reſpet to 
carr] God 5 it is frequent converſe with him 
Fhich begetteth a particular acquain- 
tance with him, a mindfull regard of 


him, a hearty liking to him, a delight- 
full taſt of his goodneſs, and conſequent- 


| hs fincere and ſolid good will toward 


m : but intermiſſion thereof produ- 
ceth eſtrangement , or enmity toward 
him. If we ſeldom come at God, we 
ſhall little know him, not much care for 
him , ſcarce remember him , reſt inſen- 
fible of his love, and regardleſs of his 
favour 3 a coldneſfs, a ſhynefs, a diftaſt, 
an antipathy toward him wHl by de- 
_m— upon us. Abſtinence from 
is company and preſence will caſt vis in- 
toconverſations deſtructive,or prejudici- 
al to our friendſhip with him ; wherein 
ſoon we ſhall contract familiarity and 
friendſhip with his enemies, (the World 
and the Fleſh,) which are inconſiſtent 
with love to him, which will diſpoſe usto 
forget him, or to diſlike and loath him. 
- It is, in fine, the frequency of De- 
votion which alone can ſecure any 
practice thereof, at leaſt any praQtice 
thereof duly qualified; ſo hearty, ſo 
ealy , fo {weet and delightfull as it 
ſhould be. We have all a naturall 
| R averſe« 
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averſene6” or indiſpoſition thereto , ag 
requiring' an abſtraction of thoughty 
and affeQtions from ſenſible things, and 
a | faſtning them upon objects purely 
ſpiritual 3a rearing our heavy ſpirits 
above their common pitch; a ſtaying 
and ſettling our roving fancies ; a com- 
poſing ' our vain hearts in a ſober and 
| ſteddy frame, agreeable to Devotion : 
_ toeffe&t which things 1s a matter of no 
ſmall difficulty and pain ; which there- 
fore without much uſe and exercifecan- 
not be accompliſhed ; but with it, may 
ſo that by frequent praQice the bent of 
our heart being turned, the ſtrangeneks 
of the thing ceaſing, the dithculty of the 
work being ſurmounted, we ſhall obtain 
a good propenfion to the duty, anda 
great ſatisfaQtion therein. 

This will render the way into God's 
preſence ſmooth and paſlable 5 remo- 
ving, as all other obſtacles , ſo particu- 
larly thoſe of fear and doubt in reſpett 
to God, which may deterr or diſcourage 
us from approaching to him. God be- 
ing moſt holy and pure, moſt great and 
glorious, we, ſenſible of our corruption 
and vileneſs, may be fearfull and ſhy of 
coming near unto him. But when, 
coming into his preſence, we do = 
that 
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that ſach 4s bis Majeſty is , ſuch is bis 
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Mercy; when we do taſt and ſee that pi. 34, 8. 


Lord is good: when by experience 


we feel, that 72 hs preſence there is ful Pal, 16, 11; 


neſs of joy 3 being abundantly ſatisfied pri, 46.8. 


with the fatneſs. of bis houſe 3 having our 


Squls there ſatisfied 2s with marrow and val. 63. . | 


fatreſs; finding, that a day in his courts Pal. 84. 10. 


i better then. a thouſand ſpent other- 
where z perceiving that he biddeth us 
welcome, that he treateth us kindly , 
that he ſendeth us away refreſhed with 
ſweeteſt comforts, and rewarded with 
moſt excellent benefits : this will not 
onely reconcile our hearts to Devoti- 
on, but draw us into a cordial liking , 
and earneſt defire thereof ; ſuch as the 


Plalmiſt exprefſeth, when he faith, My Pal. 84 2: 


foul longeth , yea even fainteth for the 
courts of the Lord : my heart and my 
fleſb crieth out for the living God. This 
will engage us into ſtrong reſolutions 
of conſtantly pradtifing it 3 ſuch as the 
fame Holy perſon again declareth in 


thoſe words, 1 love the Lord, becauſe he val. 116, r, 
139.2, 


bath heard my voice and my ſupplications : 


Becauſe be bath inclined his ear unto me, 
therefore will [ call upon hine as long as 1 


live, Hence, in ſtead of a ſuſpicious 


eltrangedneſs, a ſervile dread, or an ho- 


R 2 {tile 
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ſtile difaffection toward God, there will 
ſpring upan humble confidence, a kind. 
ly reverence, a hearty love toward him; 
which will upon all occaſions drive ug 
to him, hoping for his friendly ſuccour, 
longing after his kind embraces. $9 
will the frequency of Devotion render 
it-facil and pleaſant. Whereas, on the 
contrary, diſuſe thereof will make it at 
any time hard and irkſome ; ftrengthe- 
ning and encreafing our natural averſe. 
neſs thereto : performing it ſeldom, we 
ſhall never perform it well; with that 


attention, that affeQion, that prompti- 


tude, that willingneſs and alacrity, 
which are due thereto, | 


According to ſo many ſenſes, in {6 
many reſpe&s, may we, and ſhould we 
obſerve this Precept. From thus pray- 
ing continually there can be no good 
exception , or juſt excuſe. The moſt 
common pleas that will be alledged for 
the omiflion thereof are two 3 one 
drawn from external avocations, the 
other from internal indiſpoſitions, ob- 
ſtrufting it : both of which are fo far 
from being good, that, being ſcanned, 
they will foon appear ſerving rather to 
aggravate, then to excuſe, or abate the 
negled. I, I can- 
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I. I cannot (faith one ) now attend 
toPrayers, becauſe.I am not at liberty, 
or at leiſure, being urgently called a- 
way, and otherwiſe engaged by impor- 
tant affairs How much a flamme this 

is, we ſhall preſently deſery , 

by aking a few Queſtions about it. 
+1. Do we take Devotion it {elf to 
be no buſineſs, or a buſineſs of no con- 
fideration > Do we conceit, when we 
pay God his debts , or diſcharge our 
duties toward him, when we crave his 
aid or mercy, when we ſolicit the main 
concernments of our Soul, (yea, of our 
body alſo, and its eſtate, ) that we are 
Kdle,or miſemployed? that we laviſh our 

time, or loſe our pains? 

\ 2. What other affairs can we have of 
greater momerit or neceſlity then this ? 
Can there be any obligation more in-" 
- rg then is that of yielding due 
pet and ſervice to our Maker, our 
Patron , our moſt liberal Bene- 
our 2 Can there be any intereſt 
more cloſe or weighty then this, of pro- 
viding for our Souls eternal health and 
happineſs? Is not this indeed the great 


work, the onely neceſſary matter, 1n comer, .. 
pariſon whereto all other OCCUPatians Job 23; 12, ) 


R 3 are 
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are meer trifling , or unprofitable {. 
dling about nothing? What will allo. 
ther buſineſs ſignifie, what will come of 
it, if this be negle&ed ? | Buſie we may 
be, wemay plod, we may drudge eter- 
nally ; but all to no end. All ourcare 
Is in effe& improvidence, all our indy- 
ſtry may be well reckoned 1dlenefs, if 
God be not ſerved, if our Souls are not 
ſecured. | 

3. If we ſurvey and prize all worldly 
buſineſſes, which among them will ap- 
pear ſo importunate' as to demand , fo 
greedy as to devour, ſo worthy at leaſt 
as to deſerve all our time, that we can- 
not ſpare a few minutes for maintainin 
our moſt pleaſant intercourſe, and mo 
gainfull commerce with'Heaven 2 What 


are the great buſineſles of the world? 


what but ſcraping and ſcrambling for 
pelf, contriving and compaſling deligns 
of ambition , courting the favour and 
reſpe&t of men , making proviſion for 
carnal pleaſure, gratifying fond curio- 
fityr vain humour? And do any of 
theſe deſerve to be put into the ſcale 
againſt , ſhall all of them together be 
able to ſway down our ſpiritual em- 
ployments? Shall theſe images, theſe 
ſhadows of buſineſs ſupplant or 'crowd 

out 
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out Devotion 3 that which procureth 
wealth ineſtimably precious , pleaſure 
iofinitely ſatisfactory, honour incompa- 
rably noble above all this world:can af- 
ford? If the expence of time be: (as the 
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Philoſopher ſaid) pAurAiozlor avzau- Theophr.! 


uz, the moſt precious expence that can 
bez how canit better be laid out, then 
upon the worthieſt things, ſuch as De- 
yotion alone can afford the purchace 
and poſſeſſion of > True Vertue, ſound 
Wiſedom, a quiet Conſcience, and ſted- 
dy tranquillity of mind , the love and 
favour of God, a title unto endleſs joy 
and bliſs, are purely the gifts of Hea- 
yenz. and thence they will not deſcend 
of themſelves, but Prayer muſt fetch 
them down. If nothing then in the 
world be comparable to thoſe things, 
how can any time be ſo well ſpent as in 
Prayer , which acquireth them 5 which 
alſo beſt ſecureth what-ever we have, 
and is the readieſt way to procure what- 
ever we want ? 
. 4 Should we not farther , honeſtly 
comparing things, <afily diſcern, that ic 
5s no ſach indiſpenſable bufinets , but 
rather indeed ſome baſe dotage on lucre, 
{ome 1nveigling, bait of . pleature , ſome 
bewitching tranſport _ fancy, that croſ- 
4. {ett 
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feth our Devotion 2? Is it not often a 
' complemental viſit, an appointment to 
tattle or to tipple, a match for ſport, a 


owe ramble in vice or folly., that 
deeply engageth us to put off our dy- 
_ RY | 


5, Yea, isit not commonly floth rg- 
ther then aftivity , an averſeneſs Fom 
this rather then an inclination to any 
other employment , which diverteth us 
from our Prayers > Is not, I fay, the 
true reaſon why we pray ſo ſeldom, not 
becauſe we are very bufie, but becauſe 
we are extreamly idle ; ſo idle, that we 
cannot willingly take the pains to un- 
ſcrewour affections from ſenſible thingy, 
to reduce our wandring thoughts, to 
compoſe our hearts into a right frame, 
to bend our untoward inclinations to a 
compliance with our duty 2 Is it not 
becauſe we do not feel that favour and 
ſatisfaction intheſe, which we do in 0- 
ther trivial and worthleſs employments, 
nor will be at the trouble to work ſuch 
diſpoſitions in our Souls? Do we not 
betake our ſelves to other converſati- 
ons and commerces meerly for refuge, 
ſhunning this intercourſe with God, and 
with our ſelves? Theſe, I fear, are oft- 
ner the real cauſes of our negleCing 


0 -- 


The Seventh Sermon. 
Devotion, then any ſuch mighty avoca- 


tions which we pretend. 
- 6, But were there indeed not onely 


a counterfeit or imaginary , but a real 
competition between Devotion and o- 
ther lawfull buſineſs ; which, in reaſon, 
ſhould carry it ? in conſcience, which 


of the twoſhould be forborn or ſuſpen- 


ded? Is it not evidently better, that 
the purſuit of our temporal intereſts, 
what-ever they be, ſhould be a little 
checked, then that our affairs of ever- 
laſting conſequence ſhould be quite 
laid afide.? that we ſhould venture a 


- mall impairing of our eſtate, then ſure- 


ly endammage our Souls ? that we 
hazzard to diſappoint or diſpleaſe a 
man, then dare to affront and offend 
the Almighty God ? 

| 7. Wereit not ſtrangely abſurd and 
unhandſome to fay , I cannot wait on 
God, becauſe I muſt ſpeak with a friend; 
I cannot go to Church, although God 
calleth me thither, becauſe I mult haſte 
tomarket; I cannot ſtand to pray, be- 
cauſe I am to receive money, or to 
make up a bargain 3 I cannot diſcharge 
my duty to God, becauſe a greater 
ligation then that doth lie upon me 2? 
How unconceivable an honour , how 
| unvalus 
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unvaluable a benefit is it, that the in. 
comprehenſibly-great and glorious Ma. 
jeſty of Heaven doth vouchſafe ns the 
liberty to approach ſo near unto him, 
to converſe ſo freely with him, to de- 
mand and derive from his hand the ſup. 
ply of all our needs, and fatisfaQtion of 
all our reaſonable deſires? and is it then 
juſt or ſeemly, by ſuch compariſons to 
diſparage his favour, by ſuch pretences 
to baffle with his goodneſs ? 

Put the caſe our Prince ſhould call 
for usto ſpeak with him about matters 
nearly touching his ſervice , and our 
welfare z would it be according unto 
duty, diſcretion, or decency, to reply, 
that we are at preſent bufſie , and have 
no leiſure, and muſt therefore hold our 
ſelves excuſed ; but that if he will ſtay 
a while, at another time, when we have 
leſs to doe, we ſhall be perhaps diſpo- 
{ſed to wait upon him? The caſe 1s pro- 
pounded by our Lord in that Parable, 
wherein God is repreſented as a great 
man, that had prepared a feaſt, and in- 

| vited many gueſts thereto 3 bur they 

| Matt. 22. 2, excuſed themſelves : Ore ſaid, that be 
RG . had purchaſed land, and muſt needs go 
——_—_—— ſee it 5 another had bought froe 
yoaks of oxen, and muſt go to prove them ; 

ano- 
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aewther had married a wife, and therefore "gaur tn 
ld not come. Theſe indeed were af- 2 mav- 
fairs very conſiderable , as this world 5% et” 
hath any 3 but yet the excuſes did not Chryl in 
atisfie : for, notwithſtanding, the great 70 9: 
perſon was angry, and took the negle& 
in huge diſdain. = 
8. conn if we refle&t what vaſt 
- portions of time we ſquander away up- 
on our petty matters, upon voluptuous 
enjoyments , upon fruitleſs paſtirges , 
upon '1mpertinent talk'; how can we 
| fatisfie our ſelves in not allotting com- 
| petent time npon God's Service, our 
ewn Salvation , and the future everla- 
Ring ſtate > Doth not he , who with 
the continuance of our life beſtoweth 
en us all our time, deferve that a pit- 
tance of it ſhould be reſerved for him- 
felt? Can all the world duly claim fo 
great an allowance thereof? May not 
our Soul (which is far our nobleſt part, 
which indeed 1s all our felves). juſtly 
challenge a good ſhare of our time to 
be expended on it? or ſhall this mortal 
husk engrofs itall> Muſt Eternity, 
which comprehendeth al Time, have 
no time belonging to it, orallotted for 


Its concernments ? 


9. Again, 
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| 9. Again, -1s it not great 

et wynite 6 = rg 

ime 2025/2. buſineſs, that any other mat. 

= Foes ws Gra ter ſhallthwart or thruſt out 

Rs ar ge - Devotion? Eaſily with a 

os: pr "niymey ove m="o little providence may things 

Ties 4 ye gal. Chryſ, be fo ordered, that it, with- 

in Joh, 1.24 (Or. 11) Cut interfering or juſtling, 

may . well conſiſt with all 

other, both needfull buſineſs, and con- 

venient divertiſement; ſo that it ſhall 

neither obſtru&t them, nor they extrude 

d it : and are we not very culpable, if 
we do not uſe ſo much providence ? 

T0. In truth, attending upon Devo- 
tion can be no obſtacle, but will be 
| 9 furtherance to all other good bu- 
{ineſfs. It is the moſt ſure, moſt plea- 
ſant, moſt advantageous and compendt- 
ous way of tranſaGting affairs, to mix 
Prayers and Praiſes with them : it is the 
beſt oil that can be, to make the wheels 
of ation go on ſmopthly and ſpeedily : 
itnotonely ſanifieth our —— 
but much promoteth and exceedingly 
ſweetneth the management of them. For 
the conſcience of having rendred unto 
God his due reſpe& and ſervice, of ha- 
ving intruſted our affairs to his care, of 
having conſequently engaged his pro- 

| —_—_—. tection 
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| $8500 and affitence for us, will difpoſe 


us to doe things with a courageous ala- 
city and comfortable fatisfation 3/ will 


fill us with a good hope of protpening z 
ed 


will prepare us however to be ſatis 
with the event, what-ever it ſhall bez 
will in effe& procure a blefiing and 
happy ſucceſs, ſuch as we may truly 
rejoyce and triumph in, as conferred by 
God in favour to us. Whereas neglec- 
ting theſe duties, we can have no ſolid 
content or ſavoury complacence in any 
thing we undertake: refleing on ſuch 
misbehaviour (if we be not downright 
infidels, or obdurate reprobates in im- 
piety will quaſh or damp our courage : 
ving thence forfeited all pretence to 
God's ſuccour, and provoked him to 
croſs us , we muſt needs ſuſpe&t difap- 
pointment : as we have no reaſonable 
ground to hope for ſucceſs; fo we can- 
not, if ſucceſs arriveth, be heartily ſa- 
__ therein , or take it for a blef- 


"He therefore that is ſuch a niggard of 
his time, that he | now, ay to withhold 
any part thereof from his worldly oc- 


ons, deeming all time caſt away 
that is laid out 1n waiting upon God, 
really moſt unthrifty and PR_ 
there- 
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thereof: by fparing a little, he waſteth |} | 

all his time to no purpoſe; by fo cager. || | 

ly purſuing, he effetually ſetteth back || * 

his deſigns; by prepalſterouſly affeQting || | 

to diſpatch his affairs, he rendreth them | | 
endleſs, or, which is the ſame, altoge. | | 
ther unprofitable. | 

In fine, we may be'ſure that no time | 

is ſpent even ſo prudently and politick- I 
ly, with ſo great advantage, and o real 
fruit-to ur ſelves, as that which is em» 
ployed upon Devotion. In ſacrificing 
his time, his pains , his ſubſtance, any 
thing he hath or can doe, to God's ſer- 
vice, no man can be a loſer, | 

We have alſo many examples plainly 
demonſtrating the confiſtency of this 
practice with all other buſineſs. Who 
ever had-more or greater affairs to ma- 
nage,and who ever managed them with 
greater ſucceſs , then David ; upon 
whom did ly the burthen of a Royal 
eſtate, and the care over a moſt popu- 

Pſal. 53, 73- Jous nation; the which he fed with 
faithfull and true heart ., and ruled pro- 
dently with all bjs power 5 who waged 

great wars, vanquiſhed mighty enemies, 
atchieved-many glorious exploits, ut 
derwent many grievous troubles? Yet 


could not fach engagements diſtradt or 
deprels 
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depreſs his mind from a conſtant atten . 


dence on Devotion. I wil bleſs the Pal. 34. 1. \ | 
Lord at all Fimes, his praiſe ſhall be COM» & 71s 6, & 


tinually in ty mouth. My mouth ſhall Peg 


fhew forth thy righteouſneſs, and thy ſal- 


vation all the day. I will abide in thy Pal. 61. 4- 


tabernacle for ever. So he declareth his 
reſolution , and his praftice. Who is 
more preſiingly employed then was Da- 
acl, firſt Prefident over fo vaſt a King- 
dom, chief Miniſter of State to the grea- 
teſt Monarch on earth ? Yet conſtantly 


thrice a day did he pray, and give thanks pan. 6. 10. 


before his God. W ho can be more entan- 
op in varieties and intricacies of care, 

pains, of trouble , then was he that 
preſcribeth unto us this rule of Praying 


continually > Upon him didl1y the care 2 Cor.11.28. 
of all the Churches ; Night and Day with 2 Theſl. 3.8. 


ur and toil did he work for the ſuſte- 
nance of his life, that be might not (to 
the diſparagement of the Goſpel ) bur- 
then any man ; perpetually he was en- 
gaged in all forts of labour and travail, 
ever conflicting with petils, with wants, 
with inconventencies numberleſs :- yet 
did he exa&tly conform his praQice to 
his rule, being no leſs indefatigable and 
mceſſant in his Devotion then he was 
in his bufinefs. - Who ever-managed a 
greater 
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. greater Empire.then Conſtantine ® Yet 
Keggls ixg- every day (as Erſebins reporteth) at ſt 
ous Nubere - red times , foutting bimſelf up, he alom 
| Nariynaeiar, privately did converſe with bis God. The 
wi& 5p moſt pious men indeed have never been 
exyowulin Idle or careleſs men, but always moſt 
©«5. Kuſeb. buſie and ative, moſt induſtrious in 
OP co. their callings , moſt provident for their 
; families, moſt officious toward «their 
friends, moſt ready to ſerve their coun- 
try, moſt abundant in all good works: 
yet have they always been moſt con- 
ſtant in Devotion: So that experience 
clearly doth evidence, how reconct, 
lable much Devotion is to much b 
neſs z and that, conſequently, the p 
ſecution of the one cannot well pallt- 


ate the neglec of the other. 
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IT; No better can any man ward hins 


le& of Devotion to ſome indiſpoſits 
on within him thereto. Forthis is one- 
Iy to cover one fault with another , or 
to lay on a patch more ugly then the 
ſore. 'Tis, in effe&, to ſay we may fin, 
becauſe we have a mind to it, or care 
not to doe otherwiſe. Our indiſpoſition 
it ſelf is criminal; and , as fignnfying 
ſomewhat habitual or ſettled, is "7 c 
tacn 


ſelf from blame; by inputting the neg+ - 
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then a ſingle omiſſion: it ought there- 
fore to be correted and cured; and 
the way to doe it is, by ſetting preſent- 
y upon the praCtice of the Duty , and 
ing reſolutely therein :, otherwiſe 
w is it poſhble that it ſhould ever be 
removed > _The longer we forbear it, 
the more ſeldom we perform it, the 
ſtronger ſurely : will our indiſfpoſition 
grow, and the more difficult it will be 
to remove it; But if (with any degree 
- | of fcriouſneſs and good intention ) we 
e | come indiſpoſed to Prayer, we may 
*, | thereby be formed into better diſpoſitt- 
6n3 and by continual attendence there- 
on, we ſhall ( God's grace co-opera- 
& | ng, which never is wanting to ſerious 
and honeſt intentions ) grow toward a 
perfe@ fitneſs for it: Prayer by degrees 
will become natural and delightfull to. 
us, 
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EPHES. 5. 20. 
Giving thanks always for all things untg 


04. 
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HESE words, although (as the 
| very Syntax doth immediately 
diſcover ) they bear a relation 
to, and have a fit coherence with thoſe 
that precede, may yet, (eſpecially con-. 
| _ S. Paul's ſtyle, and manner of 
expreſhion in the preceptive and exhor- 
FidRem.12: tative part of his Epiſtles, ) without + 
pheſ.6.c5c. . —_ : 
ny violence, or prejudice on either 
hand, be ſevered from the Context, and 
conſidered diſtintly' by themſelve. 
And ( to avoid encumbrance by far- 
ther compariſon }) ſo taking them, we 
may obſerve, that every fingle word #- 
mong them carries with it ſomething of 
notable emphaſis, and eſpecial fignifi- 
cancy. The' firſt [Giving thanks | ex- 
preſles the ſubſtance of a o_ , 
whi 
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qich we are exhorted: The next ( 1 


bd] denotes the Object, or Term to 
ich it is direted. The following ' 
nar determines the main Circum- 
e of this and all other Duties, the 
Time of performance; The laſt [ for a/ 
tings] declares the adequate Matter of 
the Duty, and how farit ſhould extend, 
Theſe particulars I- ſhall conſider feve- 
ally, and in order. at 


I in order of conſtruction ) [: to 
whi 


[. Firſt then, concerning the Duty it 
flf, to give thanks, or rather , to be 
thankfull;, (tor 4> yagi dv doth not one- 
ly fignifie graties agere, reddere, dicere, 
togive, render, Or declare thanks, but al- 
ſo gratias habere , grate affe@Fum «ofſe, to 
be thankfully diſpoſed , to entertain a 
gratefull affeftion , ſenſe, or memory : 
mwhich more comprehenſive notion I 
mean to conſider it, as including the 
whole Duty or Vertue of Gratitude 
due to Almighty God for all his bene- 
fits, favours and mercies:) I ſay, con- 


eerning this Duty it (elf, ( abſtratedly 
conſidered, ) as it involves a reſpe& to 
benefits or good things received ; fo in 
its employment about them it imports , 
requires; or ſuppoſes theſe following 
particulars. S 
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1. 1t implies a' right Apprehenſfian 
of, and conſequently a conſiderate At. 


tention-unto Benefits conferred. For he. 


that is either wholly ignorant of his ob- 
Iigations,, or miſtakes them , or. paſſe 
them over with a flight and ſuperficial 
view, can no-wiſe be gratefull. Whyſ 
i#s wiſe , and will —_ theſe things, & 
ver they ſhall underſtand the loving. 
kindneſs of the Lord. Men ſhall fear, 
and ſhall declare the work of God ; far 
they ſhall wiſely conſider of his doings, 
The warks of the Lord are great , ſought 
out of all that ' have pleaſure therein. 0 
taft --WM and (then) ſee that the Lord 
#s good. | 
This is the method that great Maſter 
of Thankſgiving preſcribes; firſt expe- 
rimental notice , then wiſe confiderati- 
on , then gratefull ſenſe, then publick 
acknowledgment. - And thoſe we find 
both by him, and by the Prophet 1/@ 
as (in the very ſame wands) reprehen- 
ded, 'as wickedly ingratefull ages 
who regarded not the work of the Lord, 
nor conſidered the operation of his hands. 
"Tis part therefore of this Duty incum- 
bent on us, to take notice of diligent- 


ly, and carefully to cenfider the Divine 


Benefits 3 not to let them paſs m—_— 
ned, 
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ged, and unregarded by us, as perſons 
ather wofully blind, or ſtupidly drow- 

'Þ 6, or totally unconcerned, 
5 Tis a general fault, that the. moſt 
common and' frequent, the moſt obvi- 
ows--and- conſpicuous favours of God , 
e:the: ordinary Phenomena of Na- 
ture, which, as Ariſtotle obſerves, though 
in themſelves moſt admirable; are yet 
laſt admired, ) the conſtant riſing of 
the: Sun upon us , the deſcent of fruit- 
full Showrs, the recourſe of temperate 
Seaſons, the continuance of our Life, 
the enjoyment of Health, the providen- 
tal diſpenſation of Wealth and com- 
petent means of livelihood , the daily 
Froteftion from incident dangers, the 
belps of improving Knowledge, obtai- 
ning Vertue, becoming happy, and ſuch 
like moſt excellent Benefits, we com- 
monly little mind or regard 3 and conſe- 
vently ſeldom return the thanks due 
them. Poffibly ſome rare accidents 
of. Providence, ſome extraordinary 
Judgment , ſome miraculous delive- 
rance may rouze and awaken our at- 
tention 2: ( as it is faid of the Iſraelites, 
When he flew them, then they ſought him, 
and remembred that God was their Rock , 
ed the high God their Redeemer : ) but 
$ 3 ſuch 
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ſuch advertercy is not the effe& 6 
much- of Gratitude, as of curioſity, 
of neceſlity : the notable rarity invite 
or ſome powerfull impulſe commang 
our notice, But the! truly gratefull in, 
duſtriouſly _ , and are ſtudious t, 
know thoroughly their Nr 2p that 
they may be able to render anfwerab|: 

. returns for them. / | 

2, This Duty requires a faithfullRe. 

"Hae tention of Benefits in memory, and con- 
ia; & = ſequently frequent Reflexions y 

em them. For, he that isno longer ifs 

ted with a Benefit then it incurrs the 

ſenſe, and ſuffers not it ſelf to be diſt 

garded, is far from being gratefull ; nay, 

if we believe the Philoſopher, is ingrate- 

full in the worſt kind, and higheſt de 

Sen. 3.deBe- gree. For, Ingratas eſt, (faith he) qu 

nef, cap. I. beneficinrm accepiſſe ſe negat , quod aut 

pits” ingratus eſt , qui diſſunulats ingre 

tras, qui non reddit : ingratiſſinus onmn- 

#14, qui oblitus eft. He that falſly denies 

the reception of a Benefit, and he that dif 

ſembles it , and he that doth not repayit, 

#s ingratefull;, but moſt ingratefull of « 

#s be that forgets it. It is a ſign the b6 

nefit made-no deep impreſſion on his 

mind, fince it left no diſcernible foot- 

ſtep there 3 that he hardly eyer thong 
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of making recompence , ſince he: hath 
ſuffered himſelf to become altogether 
uncapable of doing it : neither is there 
any hope of his amending the paſt neg- 
kt; no ſhame, norepentance, no fair 
occaſion can redeem him from Ingrati- 


of his obligation is extinguiſhed. 

If to be ſenſible of a preſent good 
turn , deſerved the title of Gratitude , 
1 men certainly would be gratefull : 
the Jews queſtionleſs were fo. When Al- 
mighty God, by his wonderfull power, 
in extraordinary ways, delivered them 


from the tyranny and oppreſſion of their - 


evalent enemies 53 when he cauſed 
treams to guſh farth from the bowels 
ofa hard rock , to refreſh their thirſt ; 


when bread deſcended from Heaven in 
- ſhowrs, and the winds were winged 
vith fleſh, to ſatisfie their greedy defires z 


then ſurely they were not altogether 
unſenſible of the Divine goodneſs 3 then 
could they acknowledge his power, and 
be forward enough to engage them- 


ſelves in pramiſes of correſpondent ob- 


ſervance toward him for the future. 
But the miſchief was, immediately af- 


263; 


tude , in whom the very remembrance 


ter, asthe P/almiſt complains, They for. PC, 78.11,42; 


gat bis works, and the wonders he 


S 4 ſhewed 


_ 
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ſhewed them : They remembred not þk 
hand, nor the day when he delivered them 
Net. 9.17. from the enemy. They refuſed to obey 
= neither were mindful of the wonders that 
God did among them; as Nebemiah con- 
Deut. 32:18. feſſes in their behalf. Of the Rock that 
. begat them they were unmindfull , and 
forgot the God that formed them ; as it is 
in Deuteronomy. They diſtruſted his 
Promiſes , repined at his dealings, dif- 
obeyed his Laws, and treacherouſ]y a- 
poſtatized from his Covenant. Such 
were the fruits of their ungratefull for- 
getfulneſs; which therefore that people 
1s ſo often charged with, and fo ſharply 
reproved for by the Prophets. | 
On the contrary , we find that preat 
pattern of Gratitude, the Royal Prophet 
Thy oly- David, continually revolving in his 
Lin 7 he * thoughts, imprinting upon his fancy, 
mine cy25, ſtudying and meditating upon, recollec- 
. Plal-26.3- ting and renewing in his memory the 
P.77.11,12. reſults of Divine favour. I will remen- 
ber, ſaith he, thy wonders of old ; [wil 
meditate of all thy works, and talk of thy 
Plal. 143. 5» doings : and, I remember the days of old, 
I meditate onall thy works, I muſe on the 
Plal. 103. 2. works of thy hands ; and, Bleſs the Lord, 
: * O my ſoul, and forget 20t all his benefits : 
PA93:5:57, and, My mouth ſhall praiſe thee a" 
INS: - © S "ee = H 
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full lips , when [ remember thee upon my 


bed, and meditate on thee in the night- 
watches, becauſe thou haſt been my help. 
No place unfit, it ſeems, no time un- 
ſeaſonable, for the praftice of this Du- 

3 not the place deſigned for reſt, not 
;h time due to ſleep, but, as David 
thought , more due to a wakefull con- 
templation of the Divine goodneſs, 
Whoſe vigilant Gratitude we ſhould 
ſtrive to imitate, devoting our moſt ſo- 
litary and retired, our moſt fad and feri- 
ous thoughts (not the ſtudies onely of 
our cloſer, but the conſultations alſo of 
our pillow) to the preſervation of thoſe 
bleſſed Idea's; that neither length of 
time may deface them in our fancy, nor 
other care thruſt them out thence. 

It was a ſatyrical anſwer, (that of A- 
riſtotle, ) and highly opprobriousto man- 
kind; who being asked, Ti 7zyi5o 4- 
exoxas What doth the ſooneſt grow old 2 
replied, X24, Thanks : and fo was that 
adapiall verſe,” Aw iAtn?), x2} Tem 1 
1221s * No ſooner the conrteſie born, there 
the reſentment thereof dead. Such re- 
proachfull Aphoriſms we ſhould labour 
to'confute, eſpecially as they are appli- 
cable to the Divine favours, by ſo main- 
taining and cheriſhing our thanks for 
| | | them, 
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them, that they neither decay with age, 
nor prematurely die, nor be buried in 
oblivion 3 but may reſemble the pic- 
tures and poetical - deſcriptions of the 
Graces, thoſe goodly we of Hea- 
ven , ſmiling always with a never-fa- 


ding ſerenity of countenance, and flou. 


riſhing in an immortal youth. 

The middle, we may obſerve, and the 
fafeſt, and the faireſt, and the moſt con- 
{picupus places in Cities are uſually de- 
puted for the ereQions of Statues and 
Monuments dedicated to the memory of 
worthy men, who have nobly deſer- 
ved of their Countries. In like manner 
ſhould we in the heart and centre of our 
Soul, in the beſt and higheſt appart- 
ments thereof, in the places moſt expo+ 
ſed to ordinary obſervation, and molt ſe- 
cure from the invaſions of worldly care, 
ered lively repreſentations of, and la- 
ſting memorials unto the Divine boun- 
ty 3 conſtantly attending to which we 
may be diſpoſed to Gratitude. ' Not one 
blefling , not the leaſt fayourable paſl- 
ſage of Providence ought toperiſh with 
us, though long fince paſt, and remo- 
ved out of the ſphere of preſent ſenſe. 

We muſt not in 'our Old age forget 


Plal. 91. 6. Wha formed us in the Womb , wha 


brought 
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brought us into the light , who ſuckled 
our Infancy , who educated our Child- 
hood, who governed our Youth, who 
conducted our Manhood through the 
manifold hazzards , troubles and diſa- 
ſters of life. Nor in our Proſperity, our 
affluence of good things, our poſlefſion 
of Canaan, ſhould we be unmindfull of peur. 6. 12. 
him who relieved us in our ſtreights, #2 
who ſupplied our wants, ſuſtained our 
adverſity , who redeemed us from E- 
23pt, and led us throughthe wilderneſs. 
A ſucceſſion of new and freſh Benefits 
ſhould not (as among ſome Savages the 
manner is for the young to make away 
the old ) ſupplant and expunge ancient 
ones, but make them rather more dear 
and venerable to us. Time ſhould not 
weaken or diminiſh , but rather 'con- 
firm and radicate in us the remembrance 
of God's goodneſs ; to render it, as it 
doth gold and wine, more precious, and 
more {trong. We have uſually a memo- 
ry more then enough tenacious of inju- 
ries and 111 turns done us : let it never 
be ſaid, to the diſgrace of that noble fa- 
culty, that we can hardly forget thediſ- 
courtefies of man , but not eaſily re- 
member the favours of God. But far- 


ther, 
| 3- This 
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3. This Duty implies a due Eſteem 
and valuation of Benefits ; that the na. 
ture and quality, the meaſure and quan- 
tity , the circumſtances and conſequen. 
ces of them be well expended : elle the 
Gratitude is like to be none, or very 
defeive. For we commenſurate our 
thankfulneſs, not ſo much to the intrin- 
fick excellency of things, as to our 
culiar eſtimations of them. A Cynick, 
perhaps, would not return more:thanks 
for a diamond, then for a pebble ; nor 
more gratefully receive a talent of gold, 
then an ounce of copper: becauſe he 
equally values, or rather alike contemns 
both. 

Wherefore we find our ( never-to- 
be-forgotten ) example, the devout 
Thankſgiver David, continually decla- 
ring the great price he ſet upon the Di- 
vine favours ; admiring and diſplaying 
their tranſcendent perfe&ions , their 
wonderfull greatneſs , their boundleſs 
extenſion , their exceſiive multitude, 
their endleſs duration, their advantage- 
ous circumſtances, (the excellent need- 
fulneſs, convenience, and ſeaſonablenefs 
of them; together with the admirable 
freeneſs, wiſedom and power of the Be- 
nefaQtour ſhining forthin and by them Y 

| wil 
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Iwill praiſe thee , O Lord, ( faith he ) vc 108.3, 4; 
among the people, I will ſing unto thee a- 
worg the nations : For thy mercy is great 
unto the heavens , and thy faithfulneſs 
reacheth unto the clouds : and, Remember vr. cog. 5, 4. 
the marvellous works that he hath done , 
his wonders , and the judgments of his 
mouth, He is the Lord our God, his 
judgments are in all the earth: and a- 
gain, Thy mercy, O Lord, is inthe hea- v\, 36.5,6,7; 
vers, thy faithfulneſs reacheth unto the 
clouds. Thy righteouſneſs is like the great 
mountains; thy judgments are a great 
deep : O Lord, thou preſerveſt man and 
beaſt. | How excellent is thy loving-kind- 
neſs, O God ! and, How precious are thy Pf. 139. 19, 
thoughts unto me, O Lord ! O how great —_ 
i the ſum of them | If I ſhould count then, 
they are more in number. then the ſand : 
and again, His work. is honourable and Pal. 111. 3. 
glorious, his righteouſneſs endureth for e= 
ver : and, The Lord is good to all, and val. 145. 9: 
bis tender mercies are over all his works : 
and, Bleſſed be the Lord, who daily loa- val. 68. 19, 
deth #s with his benefits, 
 In-fuch manner ought we diligently 
to ſurvey, and judictouſly to eſtimate 
the effects of Divine beneficence , exa- 
mining every part, and deſcanting upon 
every circumſtance thereof : like m_ 

tnat 
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| + that conterbplate ſome rare beauty , gx. 
ſome excellent picture ; ſome commen-'' 
ding the exa&t proportions , ſome the 
oracefull features, ſome the lively co- 
lours diſcernible therein; There is not 
the leaſt of the Divine favours, which, 
if we confider the condeſcenſive ten- 
derneſs, the clear intention, the unde: 
ſerved frankneſs, the chearfull debonai- 
rity expreſſed therein , hath not dimen: 
ſions larger then our comprehenſion ; 
colours too fair , and lineaments too 
comely for our weak ſight thoroughly 
to diſcern 5 requiring therefore our 
higheſt eſteem, and our utmoſt thanks, 
'Tis, perhaps, ſomewhat dangerous to 
affix a determinate value upon any of 
God's Benefits: ( for to value them 
ſeems to undervalue them, they being 
really ineſtimable : ) what then is it to 
extenuate, to vilifie, to deſpiſe the grea- 
teſt? We ſhould efteem them, as we 
meaſure the Heavens with our eye, as 
we.compute the fands upon the ſhore, 
as we would prize inexhauſtible mines 
of gold, and treaſures of pearl ; thatis, 
by confeſfing heartily their worth fur- 
paſles the ſtrength of our imagination 
to conceive, _ of our ſpeech to utter; 
that they are immenſe, innumerable,ur- 
con- 
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conceivable , and unexpreſiible. But 


I, 

4. Giving thanks imports , that Be- 
nefits be received with a willing mind, 
a hearty ſenſe, a vehement affection. 
The forementioned particulars are in- 
deed neceſſary properties, inſeparable 
concomitants , or prerequiſite conditi- 
ons to 3 but a chearfull and cordial ac- 
ceptance of Benefits is the form (as it 
were } and ſoul, the life and ſpirit, the 
principal and moſt eſſential ingredient 
of this Duty. 

It was not altogether unreaſonable, 
though it went for a Paradox, that dic- 
tate of the Stoicks, That animw ſufficit 
animo, and, That qui libenter accepit, be- 
neficinm reddidit : that he, who with a 
willing and well-affe&ed mind receives 
a covirteſie , hath fully diſcharged the 
duty of Gratitude ; that other endea- 
vours of return and compenſation are 
tather handſome acceſſions to it, then 
ndifpenſably requiſite to the completi- 
on thereof, For as in the Collation, 'tis 
not the gold or the filver, the food or 
the apparel, in which the Benefit con- 
fiſts, but the will and benevolent inten- 
tion of him that beſtows them : ſo re- 
ciprocally 'tis the good acceptance, = 
| en- 
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ſenſiblenes of, and acquieſcence in the 
BenefaQtour's goodneſs, that conſtitutes 
the: Gratitude 3 which ' who affords ; | 
though he be never capable of yielding 
other ſatisfaQion, voluntate voluntati ſas 
tisfecit 5 and , Regum equavit opes ani- 
mo——, Tis ingenuity that conſtitutes 
( reſpeQively ) both a bountifull Gi- 
ered gk ver, and a thankfull Receiver., A truly- 
[+ dl, noble BenefaCtour purely aimeth at not - 
capit pers any material reward , or advantage to 
To frat himſelf 5 (it were trading this, not be- 
um dat, quid neficence 3 ) but the good, profit, and 
| Pere Content of him to' whom he difpenſeth 
dat, & ſi his favour 1 of which being aſlured, he 
| volup:ati ef" reſts ſatisfied, aud accounts himſelf roy- 


: Nonſibi Q 
Cs, ally recompenſcd. 


di voluit; aut . - | | 
non fuit beneficium, ſed negotiatio. Beneficii proprinm eft, nihil de re 
ditu cogitare; © Senec. | 
Nec eſt dubruni-quiri is qui liberalis benigniſque dicitur , officium, 
tion frutum, ſequater. Cic. de Leg. T. 
- Such a BenefaQour is Almighty God, 
and 1uch a tribute he-requires .of us3.-4 
ready embracement: of, and a joyfull 
complacency. in: his kindneſs 53 even 
' Pal. 63.5. ſuch as he expreſſed ; who faid, Becanſc 
 Pal.104-33- thy loving-kindneſs is better then life, my 
A apy lips ſhall praiſe thee : and, My ſou! ſhall 
ED be filed as with marrow and fatneſs, and 
my mouth ſhall praiſe thee with Joyful 
1Þs 7 
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+ ind, I will praiſe thee with my Pal. 9. 1,4 
phate beart : ; Iwill be glad and rejoyce 


inthzt + and, Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul 3 Plal. 103. t: | 


amd all that is within me, praiſe his Lol 
ame. 
"No Holocauſt is io acceptable to God, 
s a Heart enflamed with the ſenſe of 
his Goodneſs. He loves not onely {Az- 
fv TW, .(" 4 merry giver , but iNaggs 2 Cor. 9.7. 
Mr1nv, (4 chearfull receiver ,) alſo. He 
would have us, as to defire his favour. 
with a greedy appetite, ſo to taſk it 
with a ſavoury reliſh. He defigns not 
onely to fiZ our mouths with food, but 48s 14. 14, 
tir hearts alſo with gladneſs. 
We muſt not ſeem to grudge or re- 
fine, to murmur or diſdain , that we 
are neceſſitated to be btholden to him : : 
leſt it happen to us as it did to them of 
Whom 'ris faid , While the meat was yet pr 18.30,31, 
in their months, the wrath of God canie 
ton them, and flew the fatteſt of them. 
Fea, *ris out duty, notto be contented 
onely, but to be delighted, to be tranf- 
potted, to be raviſhec with the emana- 
tions of his love : to entertain them 
cp ſuch a difpoſition of mind, as the 
4 and parched. ground itnbibes the 
dew and gentle ſhowrs ; as the chill 
and kakfome” air admits the benign in- 
p 3 fluences 
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fluences of heavenly light z as the thir- 
{ty ſoul takes inthe ſweet and cooling 
ſtream. He that with a ſullen look, a 
dead heart, a faint ſenſe, a cold hand, 
embraces the gifts of Heaven , 1s really 
unthankfull, though with deluges- of 
wine and oil he makes the altars to 
oreflow, and clouds the sky with the 
ſteam of his ſacrifices But yet far- 
ther, | 
5. This Duty requires due Acknow- 
ledgment of our obligation, fignificati- 
ons of our notice , >. of our 
eſteem and good acceptance of favours 
conferr'd. *Tis the worſt and moſt de- 
teſtable of ingratitudes, that which pro- 
ceeds from pride and ſcorn : and ſuch 
is he guilty of, who is either unwilling, 
or aſhamed to confeſs himſelf obliged; 
who purpoſely diſſembles a Benefit, or 
diſlavows the Benefactour ; who refuſes 

to render thoſe moſt mani- 


* 0553 9Capiryin- feſtly due, and moſt * eaſily 


F-. e285 omGules Tap Wawy , 
 &Mw © m9 duleoyev wroy * 


diſcharged , thoſe neither 


7's 105745 Signiag, x | tOilſome, nor expenſive ob- 
nic mig viewy air v-. Jations of praiſe and acknow- 


Ul 


E x42/7% dragipery. Chryf, 


| Jem. I. pag. 54. ,  Jledgment, This partof our 


 Hoſ. 14. 2, 


duty requires, that we offer 
to God, not coſtly Hecatombs, but the 


calves onely of onr lips, (as the Prophet 
| oſeah 
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Hoſeah ſpeaks; ) not the fruit of our 


hands, but xaemv yertur onely, (as the 
Apoltle to the RE {tyles it, d the Heb. I3- 15. 


fruit of our lips, * confeſſmng to bis name : * Gp hoyig- 


that we employ ſome few blaſts of the *" 
breath he gave us on the celebration of 


his goodneſs, and advancement of his 


repute. 1 will praiſe the name of God Pl. 69. 32, 
with a ſong, and will magnifie hin with 3" 
thanksgiving. This ſhall pleaſe the Lord 
better then an oxe_ or bullock that hath 
horns and hoofs, faith David. 
And ſurely 'tis the leaſt homage we 
in gratitude owe, and can pay to Al- 
mighty God, to avow our dependence 
upon and obligation to him for the 
things we enjoy, to acknowledge 
that his favours do deſerve thanks, to 
publiſh to the world our experience of 
his goodneſs, to proclaim ſolemnly with 
the voice of thanksgiving his moſt de- 
ſerved praiſe ; reſembling him who a- 
bounds in fach expreſhons as theſe : | 
F will ſing of the mercies of the Lord for Pal. 8g. t. 
ever, with my mouth will I make known 
his faithfulneſs to all generations. I will efal. 26.9. 
publiſh with the voice of thankgsgiving , 
and tel of all bis wondrows works. 1will val. 145. 5, 
ſpeak, of the gloriows bonour of thy Maje- 
fty, and of thy _— works, 1 have pai, zo. 16. _ 
2 not 
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ot hid thy righteouſneſs in my heart, | | - 
have declared thy faithfulneſs «and thy. | 
Vid. Plal.55.. (alvation © I have not concealed thy Ip. 


| | tl 
Be —_ ving-kindneſs and thy truth from the T 
behold the. oreat congregation. | T 
woof A Thus if a gratefull afteftion live in | 
- our hearts, it will reſpire through our | 

tion of our lips. There will be a con- 


ſpiracy and faithfull correſpondence be- 
tween our mind, and ' our tongue : if 
the one be ſenſible, the other will not 
be filentz as if the ſpring works, the 
wheels will turn about, and the bell 
not fail to ſpeak. Neither ſhall we con- 
tent our ſelves in loneſome tunes, and 
private ſoliloquies , to whiſper out” the 
Divine praiſes; but ſhall loudly excite 
and provoke others to a melodious con- 
ſonance with us. We ſhall, with the 
ſiveet Singer of 1/rae/, cite and invoke 
Heaven and'Earth , the celeſtial quire 
of Angels, the ſeveral eſtates and ,gene- 
rations of Men, the numberleſs com- 
pany of all the Creatures, to affiſt and 
--.:joyn 1n conſort with us, in celebrating 
the worthy deeds, and magnifying the 
glorious name of our moſt mighty Crea- 
tour, of our moſt bountiful Benefac- 
tOUrF. 


t 
"mouths, and diſcover it ſelf in the mo- ( 
| 


Grati- 
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[ - Gratitude 1s of a fruitfull and diffu- 
7. | fivenature, ofa free and communica- 
" | tivediſpoſition, of an open and ſociable 
temper : 1t will be imparting, diſcove- 
| ring, and propagating it ſelt ; it affects 
light, company, and liberty; 1t cannor 
endure to be ſmothered in privacy and 
obſcurity, Its beſt inſtrument therefore 
s Speech, that moſt natural , proper, 
and eafte mean of converſa- 
tion, of ſignifying our con- wv 8 dun Joys 2 
ceptions, of conveying, and, Tu Triuuan car] 
sit were, ttansfunding our '5%* "Gem. iexas, 
thoughts and our paſtions Strom. I. pag. 270. 
mto each other. This there- 
fore glory of ours, and beſt organ that pal. 57.8. 
we have, (as the Pſalmiſt ſeems to call 
it, ) our Tongue, we ſhould in all rea» 
fon devote to the honour , and conſe- 
crate to the praiſe of him wha made it, 
and who conſerves it {till in tune. 

And the farther to provoke us, we 
may conſider , that it hath been the 
manner, prompted by Nature, and au- | 
thorized by general practice , for men ____/__ 
of all nations, and all times, and all 
ways, by compoſed Hymns and pane- Y 


gyrical Elogies, to: expreſs their grati- 
tude for the gifts of Nature, and for the 
Benefits indulged by Providence 3 in 

T 3 thetz 
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their pablick Sacrifices and ſolemn Fe. 
ſtivities extolling the excellent quali 
ties of their py Deitiesz and re- 
citing the famous atchievements of their 
Heroes, and ſuppoſed BenefaCtours : to 
whoſe favourable help and bleſling, in 

_ their conceit , they owed the fruits of 
4 the earth, the comforts of life, the de- 
fence and patronage of their countries : 

being indeed miſtaken in the objet , 

| but not tranſgreſling in the ſubſtance 

of the Duty ; paying a due debt, though 

to falſe creditours. And I wiſh we were 

as ready to imitate them 1n the one, as 

we are , perhaps, prone to blame them 

for the other. For, certainly, acknow- 
 ledgments of the Divine Goodneſs, and 

ſolemn teſtifications of our thankfull 

ſenſe thereof, ( what-ever the abuſed 

/ | World may now imagine,) was always, 

——— I now, and ever will be the principal 
and moſt noble part of all Religion 
immediately addreſied to God. But 

3 moreover, 
18am.12.24 6, This Duty requires endeavours 
| as wh of real Compenſation , and a fatisfaQo- 
| ſervebimin ry Requital of Benefits, according to 
aneurhoug the ability and opportunity of the re- 
* for conſider ceiver; that we do not onely verbally 


\ bow ereat \ | 
* hinerd + dicere, and agnoſcere z but really agere 
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> | and referre gratias : that to him who | 
li» | hath by his beneficence obliged us, we 
e. | miniſter reciprocal afliſtence , comfort 
ir | andrelief, if he need them, and be ca- 

Oo | pable to receive them 3 however, by 
1 | evident teſtimonies to diſcover our rea- 
f | dy diſpoſition to make ſuch real re- 
turns3- and withall, to ſute our a&ions 
to his good liking, and in our carriage 
| to comply with his reaſonable deſires. 
For, as the earth, which drinketh the we. s, 9. 
rain often coming upon it , and havin 
been by great labour tilled, and manu- 
red with expence, zieldeth yet no * meet «24ny be 
berbage, or fruit agreeable to the expeFa- 7% 
tion of him that dreſſeth it, but is either 
wholly barren, or prodxceth onely thorns 
apd briars, is (asthe Apoſtle tothe He- 
brews tells us) to be reprobated , and 
nigh unto curſing ; that is, deſerves no 
farther care or culture to be employed 
on it, and 1s to be reputed deſperately 
worthleſs: ſo is he (that we may apply 
an Apodoſis to the Apoſtle's compariſon) 
who, daily partaking the influences of 
Divine Providence and Bounty, affords 
no anſwerable return, to be accounted 
execrably unthankfull , and unworthy 
of any farther favour to be ſhewed to- 
ward him, 
T4 'Tis 


3 > Pſal. 16, 2», 


| Pal. 116.12+ 


| Verſe 13, 14: 
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'Tis true, our righteouſneſs (or beng, 


' firence, io the word. there lignifies ) 


doth not extend unto God : His Benefits 
exceed all poſſibility of any proportio- 
nable requitall : He doth nqt need, nar 
can eyer immediately receive any ad- 
vantage from us: we cannotenrich him 
with our gifts, who by unqueſtionable 
right, —_ in unalterable poſleſſion, is 
Lord and Maſter of all things that dq 
aqually, or can poſlibly exiſt ; nor ad- 
vance him by our weak cammendations, 


_ Who already enjoyeththe ſupreme pitch 


of glory ; nor any ' way contribute ta 
his in it ſelf compleat and infdefettible 
Beatitude, Yet we may by appoſite 
fgnifications declare our willingneſs to 
ſerve and exalt him: we may by our 
obſequious demeanoaur highly pleaſe 
and content him: we may, by our 
charity and benignity to thoſe whoſe 
good he tenders, yield (though not an 
adequate, yet, an acceptable return to 
his Benefits. What ſhall ] render unto 
the Lord far all his benefits 2 ſaith Da- 
vid, in way of counſe]l - and deliberati- 
on : and thereupon reſolves, I will take 
the cup of ſalvation , and call upon the 
Name of the Lord : I will pay my vows 
unto the Lord. Seaſonable bengdidions, 
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officious addreſſes, and faithfull perfor- 
'mances of vows, he intimates to bear 


ſome ſhadow at leaſt, ſome reſemblance 


'of compenſation. And ſo did his wiſe 
'$0n hkewiſe, when he thus adviſed , 


Honour the Lord with thy ſubſtance, and prov, 3. g, 
with the firſt-fruits of thy encreaſe. 
Almighty God,though he really doth, 


and cannot otherwiſe doe, yet will not 


ſeem to beſtow his favours altogether 

gratis, but to expect ſome competent 

return, ſome ſmall uſe and income from 

them, He will aflert his rightfull title, 

and be acknowledged the chief proprie- 

tary by ſignal exprefſions of our fealty, 

and the payment of ſome, though 1n- 

conſiderable, quit-rent, for our poſleſ- 

fions derived from him : he will rather 

himſelf be ſcemingly indigett , then» a,;gg)@- 
rmit us to be really ingratefull. For, 3% #79, # # 

cevparke well that our performance of 7,49"; 

duty and reſpe&t toward him greatly. /% ine 

conduceth to our comfort and happi- _— 

neſs, herequireth of us ſuch demonſtra- azz, aint 

tions of them, as we conveniently are kuncymez: 

able to exhibit; he appoints ſervices Z"chryc.iu 

expreſſive of thankfulneſs , exaCts tri- ſal. 144. 

butes and cuſtoms, demands loans and. h*e-15s- 

benevolences , encourages and accepts 

tree-will-offerings from us. Thox ſhalt ExodÞaz.1g, 

$7 z0t 
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ot appear empty before the Lord, was 1 
__ to the - qualified and mo- 
derated by certain meaſures : The Firſt 
fruits of their Lands, the Firſt-born of 
their Cattel and of themſelves , the 
Tenths of their annual encreaſe, and a 
certain allotment from the Spoils acqui- 
red in wars, did God challenge to him- 
ſelf, as fitting recompences due for his 
bounty to and care over them. 

Neither did the Gentiles conceive 

themſelves exempted from the like ob- 

gation. For the axeoMme, the top or 
chief of the Corn-heaps, they were wont 
to conſecrate unto him who had bleſſed 
their fields with —_— _ the 2- 
xe gas, the firſt and beſt of the prey, 
they dedicated > the br Hh of his 
temple by whoſe favourable diſpoſal 
they had obtained the victory. Neither 
would they ſooner begin their meal , 
and partake of their neceſlary refreſh- 
ment , then, by pouring forth their 
gratulatory libation, they had perfor- 
med ſome homage to Heaven for it. 
£0 TK frm 
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was the cuſtom, it ſeems, in Homer's 
time. I ſhall not inſiſt upon their avz- 
Hagx/z, their anniverſary or __ * 
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ſyall Sacrifices z but onely obſerve, _ 
(what, if feaſonable , might by many 
ſufficient teſtimonies be evinced, ) that 
thoſe men (at leaſt the moſt intelligent 
ofthem ) were not ſo ſenſeleſs as to: | 
imagine , that the Gods to whom they 74. platonis - 
med thoſe ſervices, and devated Alcib. 11. 
thoſe oblations, did any-wiſe need, org}; &7,. 
were truly benefited by chem 5 but that nur th n3 
they eſteemed it a comely thing, by the ib yrnang 
molt ſignificant means they could in- ,yux, 
vent, to declare their gratefull ſenſe of i» way 
the Divine goodneſs and indulgence to- *** &c. 
ward them. 
- And though we are, perhaps, difobli- 
ged now from the circumſtantial man- 
_ » yet are m——— woe s 
t rather more ly e to 
the ſubſtantial eſrccmmes St oo 
of Gratitude. We are to offer ſtill, 
not dead bn{s ard goats, but (as S. Paul 
faith) oxr own bodies , living ſacrifices, gom, 12, x, 
boly and acceptable to God, We are ex- 
cuſed from materiall, but are yet bound 
to yield mvwuanzs una , ſpiritual 1 Pet. 2, 5, 
ſacrifices unto God, as S. Peter tells us. 
We muſt burn incenſe (till, that of fer- 
vent Devotion 3 and ſend up conti-' 
nually to Heaven Wnzy Ti eivieres , 
that thank-offering of praiſe , which the Heb: 13. 15. 
| Apoſtle 


i 
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Apoſtle to the Hebrewsmentions. We 


muſt conſecrate: the ' firſt-born of our 


Souls, (pure and holy Thoughts,) and 
the, firſt-fruits of our ſtrength, ( our 
molt ative Endeavours,) to God's Ser. 
vice, We muſt (lay our impure defires, 
mortifie our - corrupt affections, and a- 
bandon our ſelfiſh reſpe&s for his fake. 


We muſt give him our Hearts, and pre- 


ſent our Wills entirely to his diſpoſall, 
We muſt vow to him, and pay the dai- 


_ Mie &u:c} muſt officiouſly attend hispleaſure, and 
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; labour to content him by an innocent 
> and unblemiſhed converſation. With 
Har «mp "theſe things Almighty God is effeQually 


gratified 3 he approves of and accepts 


Alex. Strom. theſe, as real teſtimonies of our Thank- 


fulneſs, and competent returns for his 


| Benefits. 


Eſpecially our Charity and Benefi- 
cence , our exhibiting love and reſped 
to good men, (his faithfull ſervants and 
near relations, our affording help-and 
ſuccour to perſons in need and. diſtreſs, 
he accounts a ſutable retaliation of his 
kindneſs, acknowledges to be an obli- 
—_ laid upon. himſelf, and hath by 
ettled rules and indiſpenſable promiſes 


obliged himſelf to requite them. For, 


He 


Ve 
ur 
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th that hath pity on the poor , lendeth Prov. 19. 11. 
wio the Lord ; and that which he bath 
guen, be will pay bim again : and, God yieb. 6. 10. 
#.not unrighteows , to forget your work , 
ad labour of love, which ye bave ſhewed 
taward bis Name, in that ye have mini- 
fired to the Saints, and do miniſter : 
and, To doe good and communicate, forget Heb. 13.16, 
wt for with ſuch ſacrifices God is well 
pleaſed : and, I deſire fruit (faith S. Pax Phil. 4. 17. 
to the Philipians ) that may abeund © 
to-your account. But I have all, and a- 
bound 5 [ am full, having received of E- 
paphroditus the things which were ſent 
from you, an odour of a ſweet ſmell, a 
ſacrifice acceptable , well pleaſing to God. 
And, Inaſmuch as ye have done it to (that Matt.25 40. 
s, fed, and cloathed, and comforted ) 
the leaſt of theſe my brethren , ye have 
done it unto #12, faith our Saviour 3 ma- 
nifeſtly declaring, that the good we doe, 
and the reſpe& we ſhew unto good and 
needy men, God reckons it done unto 
himſelf. 
: And this point I ſhall conclude with 
the ſayings of the wiſe Hebrew Philoſo- 
pher . Ben-Sirach. He that keepeth the' gcclus 35.1, 
Law , bringeth offerings enough : he that'*3: 
taketh heed tothe Commandment, offereth 
a peace-offering. He that requiteth a good 
tin, 
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turn, offereth fine flower : and he that gj; 
veth alms , facrificeth praiſe. To depart 
from wickedneſs, is a thing pleaſing to the 
Lord: and to forſake unrighteonſneſs, is 
a propitiation. To theſe I ſhall onely 
adde this one particular, 

7, That true Gratitude for Renefits 
is always attended with the Eſteem, Ve- 
neration, and: love of the Benefaftour, 


Beneficence is a Royal and God-like 


thing, an argument of eminent Good. : 


neſs and Power confpiring 3 and necef- 
ſarily therefore , as in them: that per- 
ceive, and duly conſider it, it begets 


 Reſpe@ and Reverence, ſo peculiarly in 


thoſe that feel its benign influence, it 


- Produces Love and Afﬀection: like the 


heavenly Light , which to- all that be- 
hold it appears glorious 5. but more 
powerfully warms thoſe that are diret- 
ly fabjeR to its rays, and is by them 
more vigorouſly refle&ed. 

: Andasto:thoſe that are immediately 
concerned therein, it imports more pare. 
ticular Regard and Good will ; ſo, if 
they be duly ſenfible thereaf, it engages 
them, in mutual correſpondence, to an 
extraordinary eſteem and Benevolence : 
{ach as David upon. this account pro- 
telles to have been in himſelf —_ 


o & 


if 
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God, and frequently excites others to. 


will love thee, O Lord my ſtrength, Pal. 18. 1, 
| will call upon: the Lord, who is worthy Vellc 3. 
to be praifed. The Lord liveth, and bleſs Werke 46. 
ſed be wy rock, and let the God of my 
tion be exalted. LT love the Lord, be- Pal. 116. 1, 


eanſe he hath heard my voice, and my fup- 


plications. And, (in the Goſpel) Becauſe Luk. 7. 47. 


ber ſins, being many, were forgiven, there- 


ſhe loved zmch. Sotrue it is, that "tov zdeu 
ſenſe of favour indulged. is naturally 9m pe 


uctive of love. 
Thus have I plainly and fimply pre- 
ſented you with what my meditations 
{ted, concerning the Nature and 
Subſtance of this Duty, with the ſeveral 
branches ſprouting from the main ſtock 
thereof ; I proceed now to that which 
will exceedingly enlarge the worth , 
and engage to the performance there- 


II, The Object and Term to which it 
sto be direQted ; we areto give thanks 
to God, To God, I ſay; that is, to Him 
unto whom we are obliged , not for 
ſome ſmall and inconfiderable trifles , 
but for the moſt weighty and valuable 
Benefits : from whom we receive., not 


kw or ſome, but allgood things 3 what- 
ever 


> - _ 
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ever is neceſſary for our ſuſtenance} 


convenient for our ufe, pleaſant for out 
enjoyment 3 not onely thoſe that come 
immediately from--his hand; but what 
we obtain from others, who from him 


receive both the. will and the power ; 


the means and the opportunities of do- 
ing us good : to whom we owe-, not 
onely what we ever did, or do at pre- 
ſent poffeſs, or can hereafcer hope for 
of good ; but that we were, are, or 
ſhall ever be in capacity to.receive any! 


to the authour, upholder and preſerver 


of our being ; without whoſe good- 


neſs we had never been ,. and without 


whoſe care we cannot ſubfiſt one mo- 
ment, 

To Him who isthe Lord and true ow- 
ner of all things we partake of 3 whoſe 
air we breathe, whoſe ground we tread 
on, whoſe food ſuſtains us; whole 
wholly we are our ſelves, both the Bo- 


dies we carry about us, {which is the 


work, of his hands, and the Soul we 
think with , which was breathed from 
his mouth. | 
. "To:Him who hath created a whole 
World toſerve us, a ſpacious, a beauti- 
full, a ſtately World for us to inhabit, 
and to diſport in: who hath —_ 
0 
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fair a territory to our dominion, and 
ny of goodly creatures, to be mana- 
xd,to be governed, to be enjoyed by 
8. 


$0 that where-ever we dire& our 
ge, whether we reflect them inwards 
upon our ſelves, we: behold his good- 
ws to occupy and penetrate the very 
by © wot and centre of our beings; or ex- 
tend them abroad toward the. things 
about us, we may perceive our ſclves 

{ acloſed wholly, and ſurrounded with 
his Benefits. At home we find a come- 

t | Body framed by his curious artifice, 
rarious Organs fitly proportioned, fitu- 

ated, and tempered for ſtrength, orna- 
ment, and motion, actuated by a gentle 

heat, and invigorated with lively ſpt- 

nts, diſpoſed to health, and qualified 

fora long endurance ; ſubſervient to a 
Soul ws: 7 with divers Senſes, Facul- 

ties and Powers, apt to enquire after, 
purſue and perceive various delights 

and contents. To the fatisfa&tion of 
which all extrinſecal things do miniſter 
matter and help.z by his kind diſpoſal, 
who furniſhes our Palats with variety 

of delicious fare, entertains our Eyes 


with pleaſant ſpectacles, raviſhes our 
| WE Ears 


gnſigned toour uſe ſo numerous a pro- 
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Ears with harmonious ſounds, perfume 
our Noſtrils with fragrant odours,cheay 
our Spirits with comfortable gales, A 
our Hearts with food and pe 7, ſup- 
plies our manifold needs, and proteds 
us from innumerable dangers. 

To Him, who hath inſpired us with 
immortal Minds, and impreſſed upon 
them perſpicuous characters of his own 
Divine Eſſence ; hath made us, not in 
ſome ſuperficial lineaments, but in our 
molt intimate conſtitution, to reſemble 
Himſelf, and to partake of his moſt ex. 
cellent Perfechons ; an extenſive Know- 
ledge of truth, a vehement Complacency 
in good, a forward Capacity of being 
compleatly happy, (according to our 

egree, and within our ſphere.) To 
which bleſſed End by all futable means 
(of eternal miniſtry and interiour aſh- 
ſtance) he faithfully conducts us 3 revea- 
ling to us the way, urging us in our pro- 
cels, reclaiming us when we deviate 3 
engaging us by his Commands, ſoliciting 
us by gentle Advices, encouraging us 
by gracious Promiſes ; inſtructing us by 
his holy Word, and admoniſhing us 
by his loving Spirit. 

To Him, who vouchfafes to grant usa 
free acceſs unto, a conſtant mercous 

an 
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Band a familiar acquaintance with Him- 
ſelf; to eſteem and {tyle us his Friends 
kod Children 5 to invite us frequently, 
and entertain us kindly with thoſe moſt 
pleaſant delicacies of ſpiritual repaſt ; 
to viſit us often at our home, and 
(if we admit) to abide and dwell with 
us; indulging us the enjoyment of that 
Preſence, wherein the life of all joy and 
comfort conliſts, and to behold the light 
of his all-chearing countenance. 
-Þ there any thing more ? Yes: To 
Him who, to redeem us from Miſery,and 
to advance our eſtate, hath infinitely 
debaſed Himſelf,and eclipſed the bright- 
a6 of his glorious Majeſty 3 not diſ- 
daining toafſume usinto a near affinity, 
ya, into a perfect union with himſelf ; 
to inhabit our frail and mortal nature, 
to undergo the laws and conditions of 
Humanity, to appear in our ſhape, and 
" | converſe; as it were, upon equal terms 
| | withus, and atlaſt to taſt the bitter Cup 
| - a moſt painful and diſgraceful Death 


us. 
Yea, To Him, who not only deſcen- 
ded from his Imperial Throne, became 

- a Subje&, and (which ismore ) a Servant 
for our fake ; but deſigned thereby to 
exalt us to a participation of his royal 
= V 2 dig- 


wy 
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dignity, his Divine nature, his eternal 
glory and bliſs ; ſubmitting Crowns and 
Sceptres to our choice 5 Crowns that 
cannot fade, and Sceptres'that can neves Þ 
be extorted from us. S 

Farther yet, To Him, the excellent 
quality, the noble end, the moſt oblz.. 
ging manner of whoſe Beneficence doth 
ſurpaſs the matter thereof, and hugely 
augment the Benefits: who, not com 

pelled by any neceſlity, not obliged h 

any- law, (or previouscompad;, )notin- 

duced by any extrinfick arguments 
not inchned by our merits, not wearied 
with our importunities, not inſtigated 
by troubleſome paſhons of pity, ſhame, 
or fear, ( as we are wont to be,) not 
flattered with promiſes of recompence, 
nor bribed with expectation of emoks 
ment thence to accrue unto himfelf;_ 
but being abſolute Maſter of his 'own 
actions, only both Law-giver and Cour- 

ſellor to himſelf, al-Gicient. and 1 

capable of admitting any acceſſion to his 

perfe&bliffulneſs; moſt willingly: and 
fiecly, out of pure bounty and good 
will, is .our friend and benefafours 

-preventing- not only our defires,” but | 

our knowledge  ſurpafling not our de-” 

ſcrts only,- but our wiſhes, yea; event; 
& Oour- 
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peoncerts, -in the difventddion: of his 
ſtimable. and;unrequitable benefits; 
ngnoother drift 197the collation of 
ther, beſide our real good and welfare, 
| profit and advantage, our pleaſure 

and content. 
% _* whonot lately began,or ſud- 
y will:ceaſe, that 15 cher uncertain 
gmutable in: his 1 intentions, - but: from 
geelaſting - = ents daily,and 
ml (it we {utter him) to all eternity 
"_ unmovable in his reſolutions 

us good. 

o Him,whom no ingratitude, no.un+ 
titu] carriage, no rebellious difobe- 
ice-'0f -ours could for one minute 
lly reniove, or divert from his ſted- 
purpoſe of caring for us : who re- 
> us, | though we do not attend-to 
a@-; procures our welfare, though we 
his: concernments;z employs his 
na thought, extends his watchful 
ge, exerts his powerful arm, is always 
Windtul, -and always -buſy to do us 
bod ; "watching over us, when we 
p,and remembring us, when we for- 
get our ſelves: in whom yet 'tis infinite 
7 _—__ to think of us, who are 
-F placed fo far beneath his thoughts: ; to 
4 " 21S, who are but duſt, and dire 4 
- T0 V 3 not 
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not to deſpiſe and hate us, who are 164. 
ly ſo 'deſpicable and unworthy. Fax, 
though he dwellethion high, (faith the Pf 
miſt truly and emphatically, ) he hu. 
bleth himſelf to behold the things that an 
done in heaven and earth, 

To Him that is as merciful and gracj. 
ous, as liberal and munificent toward ug; 
that not only beſtows on us more gifts, 
but pardons us more debts, and forgive 
us more fins, then we live minates : that 
with infinite patience endures, not on- 
ly our manifold infirmities and im 

etions, but our petulant follies, our 
obſtinate perverſnefles, our treacherous 
infidelities z overlooks our carelels neg- 
lects, and our wilful miſcarriages 3 puts 
up the exceeding-many outragious af- 
fronts, injuries and contumelies/ conti- 
nually offered to his Supreme Majeſty, 
by us baſeworms, whom he hath always 
under his feet,and can cruſh to nothing 
at his pleaſure. 

To Him yet, who (as St. James faith) 
giveth freely, and upbraideth no man : 
who calls us neither very frequently, 
nor over-ſtriftly' to accounts: who ex- 
atts of us no- impoſlible, no very diff: 
cult, no greatly-burdenſome, or coſt- 
Iy returns; being ſatisfied: _ the 

| chear- 
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chearful acceptance of his favours, the 
hearty acknowledgments of his good- 
ak | a6, the fincere performance of ſuch 
daties to which our own welfare, com- 


fort and advantage (rightly apprehen- 
&d) would otherwiſe abundantly diſ- 


pole us. 

To Him, laſtly, whoſe Benefits to ac- 
knowledg, is the greateſt Benefit of all ; 
tobe enabled to thank whom, deſerves 
our greateſt thanks 3 to be ſenſible of 
whoſe Beneficence,tomeditate on whoſe 
Goodneſs, to admire whoſe Excellency, 
to celebrate whoſe Praiſe, is Heaven it 
QFand Paradiſe, the life of Angels, the - 
quinteſſence of Joy, the ſupreme degree 
of Felicity. 

Ina word, To Him,whoſe Benefits are 
immenſely great, innumerably many,un- 
expreſſibly good and precious. For,Who Pal. 106, 
tan utter the mighty aits of the Lord £ who 
cx ſhew forth Jas praiſe 2 ſaid he, who 
had imployed often his moſt aftive 
thoughts, and his utmoſt endeavours 
thereupon, and was incomparably better 
able to do it. 

To this God, to this great, to this 
only Benefactour of ours, we owe this 
moſt natural and eafie. this moſt juſtand 
equal, this moſt ſweet and pleaſant Du- 
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ty of giving Thanks. To whom if w ||: 
wiltully refaſe, if we careleſly neplet 1 
to pay it, I ſhall only fay thus much; N44 
'That we arenot onely monſtrouſly in. | - 
rateful, and horribly wicked 3 but a. 
bominably fooliſh, and deplorably mi. 
ſerable. I ſhall repeat this ſentence once 
again, and wiſh 1t may have its due ef- 
fect upon us : To this great, to this on- 
ly Patron and Benefactour of ours, if 
we do not in ſome meaſure diſcharge 
our dne debt of Gratitude, for his in- 
eſtimable Benefits and Mercies, we are 
to be adjudged not onely moſt prodigi- 
ouſly unthankful, moſt deteſtably impi- 
ous; but moſt wotfully ſtupid alſo and 
ſenſeleſs, moſt deſperately wretched and 


unhappy. 


I ſhould now proceed to conſider the 
Circumſtance of Time, determined in 
the word Always ; and the extenſion of 
the Matter implied in thoſe words, for al 
things: and then to ſubjoyn ſome far- 
ther inducements, or arguments perſua- 
five to the practice of this Duty. But 
the time (and, I fear, your patience) 
failing, I ſha!l reſerve them to ſome ©- 
ther opportunity, 
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i Going thanks always for all _— unto 
% (od. 
n- 
re Aving formerly diſcourſed upon 
1- 4 theſe words, I obſerved in them 
[- Four Particulars confiderable 3 
d | 1. . the ſubſtance of a Duty, to which 
d | weareexhorted, to give thanks 3 2. the 


Term unto which itis directed, to 'Gad ; 
3, the Circumſtance of time, determi- 


ned in that word, always 3 4. the Extent 


of the Matter about which the Duty: 1s 


employed, for all things. Concerning 
the Two former Particulars, wherein 
the Duty conſiſted, and whereforeeſpe- 
cially related unto God, I then repre- 
ſented what did occur to my medita- 
tion. 


HI. I proceed now to the Third, the 


-- -Circumſtance of Time allotted to the 
-performance of this Duty, exprelled by 


that 
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that univerſal and unlimited term, Always, 


Which yet is notſoto be underſtood, 
as if thereby we were obliged inevery 


inſtant (or point of tire) aQy- 
ally to ner cog to conſider, we be af- 
tected with, and to acknowledge the 
Divine Benefits : for the deliberate ope- 
rations of our minds being ſometimes 
wholly interrupted by ſleep, otherwhile 
pre-occupied by the indiſpenſible care 
of ſerving our natural neceſſities, (and 
with attendence upon other reaſonable 
imployments, ) it were impoſlible to 
comply with an obligation to the per- 
formance of this Duty ſo interpreted, 
And thoſe Maxims of Law, Impoſſibili- 
am mill eſt obligatio; and, Que rerum 
naturi probibentur, nulla Lege confirmata 


fient, (that is, No Law or Precept can ob- 


lige to Impoſſibilities, ) being evidently 
grounded upon natural equity, ſeem yet 


more valid in relation to his Laws, who 
isthe Judge of all the World, and in his 
diſpenfations moſt tranſcendently jult 
and equal, 

We may therefore obſerve that the 
Hebrews are wont (in way of Synecde- 
che, or grammatical Hyperbole) fo to 
uſe words of this kind, that their unt- 


verſal importance ought to be — 
ne 
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ned by the quality or circumſtances of 


the matter about which they converſe. - 


Aswhen our Saviour faith, 1+ fbatt be y1itq 1G, 11, 


hated by all men for my ſake 5 All is not 
to be taken for every ſingular perſon, 
(fince there were ſome that loved our 
Saviour, and embraced the Evangelical 
Dodrine; ) but for many, or themoſt, 
And when Dauid faith, There is none that 
deeth good';, he ſeemeth only to meah, 
that in the general corruption of: his 
times, there were few righteous perſons 
to be found. And fo for ever is often 
uſed, not for a perpetual and endleſs, 


- but for along and laſting duration; and 


aways, not for a continual (unintermit- 
ed ) ſtate of being,or a&ion, but for ſach 
a perſeverance as agrees to the conditi- 
on of the my which it isapplicd. 
'Tis (for inſtance) preſcribed in Exo- 


dvr, that Aaron ſhould bear the judgment gxod; 28; 36 


y the Children of Ijiael (the Urim and 
T im) upon his heart before the Loyd 
continnally ; that 18 (not in abſolute and 
rigorous acception continually, but ) 
ronſtantly, ever when he went into the 
Holy Place to diſcharge the Pontifical 
funQtion, as the context declares. And 
our Saviour in the Goſpel faith of him- 


ſelf, '&ya navroreidlfo, [ always taught jch. 18.10. 


i 


In the Templez, that: is, very often,! and 
 ever-when fit occaſion . was: preſented; 

_ . .. And the Apoſltles.,;'immediately/ after 
Chriſt's aſcenſion, ory Somaivrds, by oof 
Luk. :4- 53- dpg; were. (as St. Lake tells us) conting- 
"ally in the Temple, praiſing and bleſſing 
God; that is, they reſorted thither con- 
ſtantly at the uſual -times, or canonical 

- __._ hours of prayer; tin like manner thoſe 
1Theff 5. 16, injunctions (of neareſt affinity) of re 
a Joycing, of giving thanks always, and par- 
Eph. 6.18, ticularly of praying without ceaſing, 


© a 


tant” Diſcourſe,): are: to-be taken ina 


ſenſe ſo qualified; that the obſeryance 

of. them -may beat leaſt rnorally-poſ- 

.* Thus far warrantably-we .may limit 

the extenſion, and.-mollifie ; the tigour 

of 'this ſcemingly-boundleſs term:, but 

. -: ,_  Wwecanhardly lovany farthen xefric- 

tion, without deſtroying the naturakſig- 

nification,or diminiſhing the due empha- 

ſis thereof. . As-far therefore as 'tis. pol- 

fiblefor us, we muſt endeavour always 

to, perform this duty'of Gratitude to Al- 
mighty God : and;;cofſequently, - 


formance thereof; that we do ofien ac- 
tually meditate. upon, be: ſenſible; of, 


Luke 18-1. (ag'T. have ſhewn: more largly in ano+ 


CE oa enas. co ww OW... > 


1. Hereby is required a Frequeut per- 
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confeſs and celebrate the Divine Bene- 


fence. - For what is done but ſeldom 


or never, (as we commonly ſay) cannot 
be underſtood done always, without a 
(atachreſss, or abuſe of words too enor- 
mous. As therefore. no moment of our 
life wants ſutficient matter, and every 
conſiderable portion of time miniſters 
notable occaſion of blefling God 3 as. 
he allows himſelf no ſpacious inter- 
yalls, or diſcontinuances of doing "us 
good : {o ought we not to ſuffer any 
of thoſe many days (vouchſated by his 
a} to flow befide us, void of 
ken all expreſsions of our dutifull 
han Khalneſ to him; nor to admit in/ 
our courſe of life any long vacations 
from this Duty. If God: 4nceſlantly, 
and through every mitiute,demonſtrates 
himſelf gracious unto us; we 1n all 
reaſon are obliged frequently and dai- 


ly to declare our ſelves gratetull unto - .- - 


um. 
: $0 atleaſt did David, (that moſt emi 


nent example in this kind; and there-, _. 


fore moſt appoſite to illuſtrateour Doc- .. 
trine, and to enforce the practice there- - 


-of;) for, Every day, faith he, I will Pra. ELIOT 
"ble thee 5: I will raiſe thy Name far |... 


er and ever.' Every day; The Hea- 


es venly 


3:22 


Pal. 38. 28 


Plal. I, 8, 
IS, 34> 


Pal. 146. 2. 
& 104. 33+ 
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venly boric did not more conſtantly 
ic — to wrupereery then he his dim. | 
nal revolutions of praiſe : Every yl 4 

his Kalendar was as it were: F 
and conſecrated to ving. Ne 
ther did he adjudge it ſufficient to de- 
vote ſome {mall parcels of each day to 
Hor Service : for, My Tongue (faith he) 
yp 4 thy Rage and of 

Fra praiſe all the day long : and 
My mouth fpall ſbew forth thy righteof. 
- and thy ſalvation all the day 5 for 1 
know not the numbers thereof; The Be- 
nefits of God he apprehended ſo great 
and numerous, ya. no definite ſpace of 
time would ſerve to conſider and com- 
memorate them. He reſolves therefore 
otherwhere to beſtow his whole lite 
upon that employment - While I lie, I 
will praiſe the _ T will ſing projfe 
unto m I have any being : 


Pſal. 34. I. & and, Twill tk bleſs the Ln at tian 


Pal. 71, 6. 


his praiſe ſhall continually be in my month. 
No man can reaſonably pretend greater 
impediments, or oftner av0- 


tore Bamess d vi peoghucs ce Good the p Gce of 


dE provrioe, % 


exo megaxiz49&, this duty, then he, upon 


hwy &v x20 


V3 9%. whomtheburthen of a roy- 
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Woe 5 which (romrctſtnding the 
| 5 W notwy 
company of other ſecular encumbran- 
tes)was always preſent to his mind, and, 
hke a ſpirit, excluded from no place 
byany corporeal refiſtence,) did mingle 
with and penetrate all his thoughts, 
7 i E__, and —_ So that 
to have a ched very near 
to the compleat "a ye this 
Duty, according to the extremity of a 
kteral interpretation; and to have been 
aways without any intermiflion em- 
ployed in giving thanks to God. The 
conſideration (methinks) of { noble 
a pattern, adjoyned to the evident 
reaſonableneſs of the Duty, ſhould en- 
Fe us to the frequent practice there- 
© But if the conſideration of this ex- 
cellent example do not, yet certainly 
that may both provoke us to emulation, 
and confound us with ſhame, of EpiGe- 
ts, a Heathen Man, whoſe words to 
this purpoſe ſeem very remarkable : 
HE © vs! Gxop, (faith be in Arriar's 
Difert. ) *Mo Ti *d\ nuts mw, xe] 
Xavy, 


393 . 


on were incumbent : yet Zr, © ud anvet 
Ol not nkeenres Ds nn nn 


1M " 4 ſoſt. Tom, Y. « 16s 
is memory, nor extinguiſh "IM as 
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T Uaavoy T & F Ot0v 3 MEJXS 0 Ot05, &c, 
That is, in our language, If we wnder- 
ſtood our ſebves, what other thing ſhould 
ORE rhe doe, either publickly, or 
| terle des, min ny, Death , than fing Hymns 
F . Tae azedivar 79 Ocdy m- #0, and ſpeak, well of God, 
© __ 5; 0 ang ”- and perform Thanks unto 
F ta Dal 1 vi ” him? Oneht we not, when 
| Thxpes arergepbpeda. Cle-- we were digging, or plowing, 
; gh -—h_ - Strom. FU or eating, to ſing a (ſutable) 
; Iymn to him? Great is 
God, in that he hath beſtow- 
ed on us thoſe inſtruments wherewith we 
till the ground : Great is God, becau ſe he 
hath given #s hands, a throat, a belly; 
that we grow 1 ſenſibly, that ſeeeping we. 
breath. Thws (proceeds he) ſhould we 
upon every occurrence celebrate God, and 
fuperadd of all the moſt excellent and 
moſt Divine Hymn, for that he hath gi- 
wen ws the faculty of - apprehending and 
uſing theſe things orderly. - Wherefore 
ince moſt men are-blind and ignorant of 
this, ſhould not there be: ſome one; who 
ſhould diſcharge this office, and who 
ſhould: for: the reſt utter this Hynm to 
God * And what can I, a lame (and 
T6 decrepit) 


a1, x; iNor, f. vuvev To 9Eov, nol evayuRy, 
X, EMEtoN £0 TH5 2a 3 5H idea wi. 
Cxanlolac, x, dpsilac, xi idiorrar Uiay 
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derfepit ) old man do elſe, then celebrats 
Gode Were I indeed a Nightingale] would 
& what belongs to a Nightingale ; 4 4 
Swan, what becomes a Swan : but ſince 
ww] am indued with Reaſon, I ought to 
praiſe God. This is my duty and concern< 
ment,and ſo I do ;, neither will I deſert this . 

ment, while it is in my power © and 
tn the ſame ſong [ exhort you all, Thus 
that worthy Philoſopher, not mſtruGting 
wonly; and exhorting with pathetical 
diſcourſe; but by his practice inciting 
ito be continually expretiing our Gra- 
ttude to God. 

And although neither the admoniti- 
on of Prophets, nor precepts of Philo- 
fophers,nor the examples of both;ſhould 
prevail 3 yet the precedents (methinks)Y 
of dumb and ſenſeleſs creatures ſhould 
animate us thereto ; which never ceaſe 
to. obey the law impoſed on then by 
their Maker, and without intermiſſion 


glorifie him. For, The Heavens declare Plat g.1,4;36 


the Glory of God , and the Firmament 
ſbeweth his hazdy-work. Day unto day 
utereth ſpeech , and Night unto Night 
ſheweth Knowledge. There is no ſpeech 


nor language ;, where their voice 1s not 


heard, *Tis St. Chryſoſtom's Argumen- 
tion; rot 42 wa pov &v Gn; faith he, F Plal, r46. 


Noyikoy 
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Aoymey gvIpon, #, THY Opoptray daily 
TILAGTEPOY, EA 07] OV T ious þ*peiv worn? 
T1 £Vn1uiIcs Adyov * $1 oc poy I jadum, 
GANG x08l &Tomov, &c, 1 were an ugly thing, 
that May, endued with Reaſon, and the 
2205F Honourable of all things wiſible, 
ſhould in rendring Thanks and "Praiſe 
be exceeded by other Creatures : neither 
is it onely baſe, but abſurd. For, how 
can it be otherwiſe, (nce other creatures 
every day, and every hour , ſend up a 
doxology to their Lord and Maker ? 
For, The Heavens declare the Glory of 
God, e*c. | 
If the buſie Heavens are always at 
leiſure, and the ſtupid Earth is perpe- 
tually ative in manifeſting the Wiſe- 
dom, Power, and Goodneſs of their 
Creatour ; how ſhameful is it, that we 
(the flower of his creation,the moſt ob- 
liged, and moſt capable of doing it) 
ſhould commonly be either too buke, 
or too idle to do it; ſhould ſeldom or 
never be diſpolcd to contribute our en- 
deavours to the advancement of lus 
Glory © Bur, 

2, Giving thanks always may unport 
our Appointing, and punCually Obſer- 
ving certain convenient times of per- 
torming this' Duty ; that is, of ſerious 

medita- 
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a | aifration npon, and affeQionate ac- 
*R | khowtedgment of the Divine Bounty. 
", | We know that all perſons, who deſign 
"ns, | with advantage to proſecute an.order- 
the ſy courſe of action, and would not lead 
ble, | # tumultuary life , are wont to diſtin- 
ſe } guiſh their portions of time, affi ing 
Fine to the neceſfary retections of their 
ow | Body , others to the divertiſement of 
es | their Minds, and a great part to the 
4 | dſpatch of their ordinary buſineſs : 
* | otherwiſe (like .St. James his donble- Jam 1. 8; 
of | minded man) they would be unſtable in 
all their ways 3 they would ever fluu- 
it JF ate in their refolutions, and be uncer- 
& | tain when, and how, and to what they 


ſhould apply themſelves. And fo, this © 


r F mam Concernment of ours, this moſt ex- 
© | cellent part of our Duty, if we do not 
* | depute ſome vacant ſeaſons for it, and 
) | obſerve ſome periodical recourlſes there- bh 
» | of, we ſhall be tempted often to omit 
" {| it; we ſhall be Jiſtleſs to do it, apt to 
defer it , and eaſily diverted from it by 
| the encroachments of other leſs-beho- 
ving affairs. 
- The Fews, to preſerve them in the 
conſtant exerciſe of this Duty, had in- 
ſtituted by God a Sacrifice called w5N Dan.s. zr. 
(72ze,) rendred by the Greek Tran(la- 
A 2 tours 
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tours *# Nemo guoia, the continual $4. 


crifice to which the Divine Authour of 


the Epiſtle to the Hebrews ſeems to al- 
lude, when in theſe words he exhorts: 
Al owTE 5v ava ptiewper Yoigy oivioras Sas 
mevlds 7% oem By him therefore let us 
offer the ſacrifice of Praiſe to God conti- 
zally, ( or the continual ſacrifice. of 
Praiſe, ) the x of our lips, giving 
thanks to his Name. As that ſacrifice 
therefore, being offered conſtantly at 
a ſet time, was thence denominated con- 
tinal; (o perhaps may we, by conſtant- 
ly obſerving ſome fit returns of praiſe 
and thankſgiving, be ſaid always to give 
thanks. 

In determining the ſeaſons and pro- 
portions of which, what other rule or 
{ſtandard can we better conform to.then 
that of the Royal Prophet? TI ſhall not 
urge his example {o much ; ( according 
to which we {ſhould be obliged to a 
greater frequency 3) tor, Sever times 4 
day ( faith he ) do [ praiſe thee, becauſe 
of thy righteous judements : but rather 
allege his general direction and opinion, 
propoſed tous in thoſe words of his 3 1t 
3s .a good thing to give thanks unto tte 
Lord, and to (ing praiſes unto thy Name, 
O thou Moſt high; to ſbew forth thy lo- 
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fathfulneſs every night. It is a good 
thing; that is, a ſeemly, a convenient, 
2 commendable, a due performance : 
every morning ; that 1s, when our ſpirits, 
being recreated with {leep, are become 
more vigorous,our memories more freſh, 
our fancies more quick, and active : to 
ſhew forth thy loving-kindneſs ;, that is, 
from a hearty ſenſe of our obligation, 
to acknowledge the free bounty of him, 
who, in purſuance of his former kind- 
neſs, hath been pleaſed to accumulate 
new favours on us; to guard us by his 
watchful care, when we were buried, 
251t were, 1n a ſenſeleſs ignorance, and 
total negle&t of our own welfare ; to 
raiſe us | 5m that temporary death, and 
to confer a new life upan us, reſtoring 
vs to our health, to our means of ſub- 
fitence, to all the neceſſary ſupports, 
and the deſirable comforts of life : every 
right alſo ; that is, when our ſpirits are 
exhauſted with action, and our minds 
tired with thoughtfulneſs z when we 
are become weary, not of doing only, 
but almoſt of being ; we ſhould con- 
cude our toils, and wrap up our cares 
in the ſweet ſenſe, and gratctul memo- 


ry of his goodneſs, who hath protected 


i 1s 
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us ſo many hours from the manifold 
dangers, and more ſ1ns, to which by our 


weakneſs, and our folly, and our bad in- 


clinations,we are through every minute 
expoſed ; and withal hath provided us 
ſo eafje, and ſo delightful a means of re- 
covering our ſpent ativity, of repairing 
our decayed ſtrength. 

Thus if we conſtantly begin, and 
thus cloſe up, thus bound. and circum- 
ſcribe our = dedicating thoſe molt 
remarkable periods of time to bleſling 
God,and z:aking(as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks) 
the out-geings of the morning and evening 
fo rejozce im him 3 (lince beginning and 
ending do in a manner comprehend the 
whole 3 and the morning and evening, 
in Moſes izis computation and ſtyle, þ 
conſtitute a day ; ) we may (not incon- 
gruouſly) be ſuppoſed and faid to give 
thanks always. But yet farther, this may 
1mport 

3. A Viglilant attendance upon this 
Duty, ſuch as men beſtow on their cm- 
ployments, whereof though the actual 
proſecution ceaſes, yet the deſign con- 
tinuedly proceeds, As we ſay, ſucha 
one is writing a Book, building a Houle, 
occupying a piece of Land, though he 
be at that preſent peradventure Yeep- 

ig, 
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fold Þ| inp, or cating, or ſatisfying ſome other 
Our {| defire 3 becauſe his deſign never ſleeps, } 
in- | and his purpoſe perſiſts uninterrupted. | 
ute | And thus it ſeems we areto underſtand 
Ius | our Saviour, and the Apoſtles, when 
re- || they exhort us Tpooxapſtpiiv, to continue Rom. 12. 12, 
ing } inftant in prayer, and thanksgiving 3 and 
dyeunvev iv m&6y Teoorafleghoa, to watch 
nd || with all perſeverance 5 and ypnyopeiv, to 
m- | woke in thankegiving 5 and hy mxveQg, Cololl, 4.2. 
olt | w#to give over giving thanks + and, to Epheſ.r, 16. 
ng | perform theſe duties 4Sa\enſas , inceſ- 
s) ſettly, or without giving off; * EUX&XKEy, 1 Theſl: 5. 17. 
»g | ntto grow worſe, faint,or faulter : (which Lu. rs. 1. 
d | & in that place, made equivalent to,and 
ie } explicatory of doing Duty always. ) 
; Which expreſitons denote a moſt dili- 
o | gent attendence on theſe Daties : that 
- {| we make them not a T«pepyov, a diverſi- 
e | on or by-buſineſs of our lives, allowing 
7 {| only aperfuncory and dcſultorious en- 
deavour on them; but eſteem them a 
s {| weighty buſineſs, to be purſued with 
- | ſtedfaſt reſolution, and unwearied in- 
| | dultry. 
| As our beings and powers did pro- 
ceed from the Goodneſs, ſo the reſults 
| of them naturally tend to the Glory of 
God; and the deliberations of our 
Will ought to conſpire with the in- 
X 4 (tincts 


Epheſ. 6,18. 
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Pfeal. 37-25. 


| The Nmth Sernion. 
ſtings of our Nature : it ſhould þe-the 
principal deſign which our Intention 
{ſhould aim at, and our Endeavour al- 
ways drive on, to glorifie our Makez. 
Which doing, we may be reputed to 
diſcharge this Duty, and in ſome ſenſe 
ſaid alwayes to give thanks. Put far- 
ther, 

4. This term | always] doth neceſſz- 
rily imply a Ready diſpoſition, or ha- 
bitual inclination to give Thanks, eyer 
permanent 1n us: that our Hearts, a; 
David's was, be fixed always (that is, fit- 
tingly prepared, and ſteadily reſolved) 
to thank and praiſe God: that our At- 
fections be like tinder, though notal- 
ways inflamed, yet eaſily inflamable by 
the ſenſe of his Goodneſs. 

'Tis ſaid of the righteous man, that 
be is ever merciful, and lendeth : not for 


. that he doth ever actually diſpenſe alms, 


or furniſh his poor neighbour with ſup- 
lies 3 but becauſe his mind 1s ever 11- 


. clinable to do it, when need requires. 


So a grateful man doth always gize 


. thanks, by being diſpoſed to do. it up- 
'on all fit occaſions. 'Tis the habit that 
_ qualifies and denominates a man fuch 
-or ſuch 1n any kind or degree of mora- 
lity. A good man is in Scripture tre- 


* quently 
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ently' compared to a Tree bringing 
ith fruit in due ſeaſon; and the root 
thereof is this habitual diſpoſition,which 
heing nouriſhed by the dew of Heaven, 
and quickned by the benign influence 
of Divine Grace, ſprouts forth oppor- 
tnely,and yields a plentiful increaſe of 
fruit. Though we cannot always 
jng, our organs may be always rightly 
tuned for praiſe ; at leaſt they ſhould 
gever be unſtrung, (and wholly out of 
kelter.) 
We ſhould maintain in our ſelves a 


conſtant good temper of mind, that no 


opportunity ſurpriſe, and find us unpre- 
pared to entertain worthily the effeQs 
of Divine favour: otherwiſe we ſhall 
2s well loſe the benefit, as God the 
thanks and glory due to them. That we 
be always thus Jifpoſed, 1s not impoſſ- 
ble, and therefore requifit, But more- 


over, 


5.Laſtly,Giving thanks always imports, 
that we readily embrace every oppor- 


tunity ofactually expreſſingour Thank- 


fulneſs. For ſo, what in ſome placesof 


Scripture 1s 1njoyned to be done co- 


timally and without ceaſing, 18 1 others 


.only required to be done upon all op- 


portunities. Which ſhews, that T«vrſe 
| 1 
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ws to. beexpounded, not fo much }y yn; (df 
x06, af all times, as & meili nous, iy Wb 
every ſeaſon. So Tegrdrxtuea iy mall {ul 
neipe ty Tull, praying upon every 0Þ- 
porturity in your ſpirit : and, *Aypuovim 
80 2v 7c? neups I&iprvor, Be w | 
praying in every ſeaſeor. And this ſenſe 
. ſeems probably to be chiefly intend- 
* ed by this Apoſtle, when-ever he 
hath (ashe-hath often) this expreſſion, 
mnuvore Lee px av, that we embrace e- 
very overture, or fit occalion of giving 
thanks, 

*Tis true, no time 1s unſeaſonable to 
do it; every moment we receive Fa- 
vours and therefore every minute we 
owe Thanks: yet there are ſome eſpe- 
Cclalſeaſons, that do more 1mportunate- 
ly require them. We ſhould be like 
thoſe trees, that bear fruit (more or leſs) 
continually ;' but then more kindly, 
and more abundantly, when more 
powerfully cheriſhed by the heavenly 
warmth. | 
- Whenany freſh,any rare, any remar- 
kable Benefit happens to us 3 when 
-proſperous ſucceſs attends our honeſt 
endeavours 3 when unexpected favours 
fall as 1t were of their own accord into 
our boſoms; (like the grain in the ys 
] Cl 


cs; ' 


mi fden agofpringing up 4aveple 2, angie, 
, is { gitbout Our care, or our toil, for our 


and enjoyment ; ) when wearede- 

hyered from ſtreights in our appreheg- 

fon inextricable, ſfurmount EFcultie 

ing inſuperable, eſcape hazzards 

23 we ſuſpected) inevitable: Then is 2 

al ſeafon preſented -us of offering 

up the ſacrifice of praiſe:to the God of 
n, | mercy, help, and victory. 

2 When we revolve in our minds (as 

p | ye ſhould often do ) the favourable 

palhges of Providence, that in -the 

o {| yholecourſe of ourlives have befallen 

us: how in our extreme poverty and 

diſtrels (when, perhaps, no help ap- 

peared, andall hopes ſeemed to fail us) 

God hath raiſed us up friends, who 

have commilſerated, comforted, and ſuc- 

couredus 3 and not only fo, but hath 

changed our ſorrowful condition into 

a ſtate of joy 3 hath ( to uſe the Pſal- 


miſt's expreſſions) turned our mourning 


into dancing ; hath put off our ſackeloath, pra .;o.rr. 


and eirded ws with gladneſs 5 hath con- 


bdered our trouble, and known our foul Pl. 31.5, 8: | 


in adverſity ; hath ſet our feet ina large 
roo, and, furniſhed us with plentiful 
meansof ſubſiſtence: how in the- vari- 


ous changes and adventures, and -tra- 
| vails 
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. from the rage of fire, and fury of tem- 
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vails of our life, upon Sea and Land, 
home and abroad,” among friends ang 
ſtrangers and enemies, he hath protec. 
ted us from wants and dangers 3 fron 
devouring diſeaſes, and the diſtem 
tures of infetious air ; from theaf] 
of bloody thieves,and barbarous pirats 


: 


, 


EERs 


PEera- 
aults 


peſts ; from diſaſtrous caſualties ; from 
treacherous ſurpriſes ; from open mif: 
chiefs, that with a dreadful face ap- 
proached, and threatned our deſtrui- 
on : Then moſt opportunely ſhould we 
with all thankful exultation of mind ad- 
mire and celebrate our ſtrength, and our 
deliverer ; our faithful refuge 7: trouble, 
and the rock of our ſalvation. 

Alſo when the ordinary effects of Di- 
vine Providence do in any advantage- 
ous manner preſent themſelves to our 
view ; when we peruſe the volumes of 
ſtory, and therein obſerve the various 
events of humane ation ; eſpecially the 
ſeaſonable rewards of Vertue, the no- 
table proteCtions and deliverances of [n- 
nocence, and the unexpected puniſh- 
ments of malicious Wickedneſs : Then 
we ſhould with thankful. acclamations 
celebrate the Divine Goodneſs and Ju- 
ſtice 3 joyning in conſort with that Hea- 

venly 
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+ {realy my and ey — Lo 
an [66 and glory, and 

o the Lond our God : for true ==> righ- 
ts are his judgments, 

Or, when we contemplate the won- 
lerful works of Nature, aud walking 
cout at our leiſure, gaze upon this am- 
vr of the world, conſidering the 

beauty, conſtant order.,and ſump- 
furniture thereof 3 the glorious 
ſour and uniform motion of the 
vens; the pleaſant fertility of the 


Farth, the curious 
lpectneſs of Plants : ; peg 
o Animals 3 and all other amazing mi- 
ndes of Nature, wherein the glonous 
Attributes of God (eſpecially his tran- 
ſcendent Goodneſs ) are moſt conſpicu- 
ouſly diſplayed ; (to that by them not 
only large acknowledgments, but even 
atory Hymns, as it were, of praile, 
ve been extorted from the mouths 
of Ariſtotle, "Pliny, Galen , and ſuch 
lke men, never ſuſpetted ouilty of an 
exceſſive devotion) Then ſhould our 
hearts be affe&ted with thankfull ſenſe, 
and * our . lips break forth into his 
praiſe. 


- Yea, from every object of Senſe, from 


every . event of Providence, from eve- 


ry 


Apoc. 19.1, 2. 


zi 


Luke 10, 21. 


Common Occurrence we may extraj 


in, Betbſzida, and Capernaum,(whower 
mot pn all wenn by - his miraculoys 
Works, nor moved torepentance by hi 
patherical Diſcourfes) and coun it 
with the pious creduliry of his meaner 
Diſciples, he brake forth into that Bj 
vine ejaculation; I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of Heaven and: Earth; that thou buf 
concealed theſe things from the wiſe and 
prudent, and haſt revealed them nnto babes, 
"By inelrcs- 7% youre dmormpibes "Tos ime, 
faith rhe Evangelical Narration ; 
that occaſiors Feſus thus ſpake + he em 
braced that convenient opportunity of 
thankfally acknowledging God's wiſe 
and gracious Diſpenſation. And fre- 
quent occafion is afforded us daily 
(were our minds ſutably diſpoſed ) of 
doing the like. 

But fo much concerning the Time of 
pertormmeg this Duty. 


IV. Weproceed tothe Matter there- 
of, For all things. St. Chryſoſtone (mn 
his Commentary upon the 145 Pſalm) 
having enumerated feyeral pn 
or 
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"rm nent Thankſgiving : as did ow | © 
Savzour, when,confidering the ſtupid in. 
fidelity of thoſe proud people of Chers | * 
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er which we are bound to thank Gods 
«Recanſe ( b recite his words punc- 


*tually retired ) © Becauſe ( faith he ) 


«he hath made us, who' before had no 
« being, and made us ſuch as we are; 
# becauſe he upholds us being made, 
*and takes care of us continually; both 
$publickly and privately, honedly and 
«openly, with and without our know- 
*kedge 3 for all viſible things created 
*for our fake, the miniſtery of them 
«:xfforded to us 3 the conformation. of 
£onr Bodies, the Nobleneſs of our 
*Souls 3 his daily Difpenfations by Mt- 
*ncles, by Laws, by Puniſhments 3 his 
*rarious and incomprehenſible Provi- 
«dence ; for the chief of all, that he 
*hath not ſpared his onely-begotten 
*Son for our ſake; the Benefits con- 
*ferred onus by Baptiſin, and the other 
* holy Myſteries, (or Sacraments) the 
*ineffable good: things to be beſtowed 
*on us hereafter, the Kingdomof Hea- 
"ven, the Reſurrection, the enjoyment 
* of perfect Bliſs; having, I ſay, intheſe 
words compriſed the things for which 
ve are obliged tothank and praiſe God, 
he thus deſpondently conchades : ( *ay 
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miowy i51v xadUIG- TH o9:;) If any 
< one ſhall endeavour to recount parti- 
< cularly| every one of theſe things, he 
< will but plunge bimſelf into an unex- 
< prefſible depth of Benefits, and then 
< perceive for how unexpreſlibly and 
* znconceivably many good things he 
« ftands engaged to God. And to the 
like Noz-ples doth the devout Pfalmiſt 
ſeem to » reduced, =_ __—_ Ex- 
claims 3 How precious are thy thoughts unto 

— 139. 175 me, God 2 0 great is = ſane of them 2 

Pal. 36.567. 1f I ſhould count them, they are more in 
ramber then the ſand. 

I (hall not therefore confound my 
ſelf, by launching too far into this im- | 
menſe: Ocean 3 nor ſtrive minutely to 
compute the incomprehenſible ſumme 
of the Divine Benefits : but onely ob- 
ſerve, that in groſs, according to our 
Apoſtle's calculation, all things, which 
how-ever happen to us, are ingredients 
thereof. No occurrence (great or ſmall, 
common or particular, preſent or palt, 
pleaſant or ſad, perpetual or tranhto- 
ry) is excluded from being the ſubject 
of our Thankſgiving : each one may 
prove beneficial to us 3 and we are witli 
a chearftul contentedneſs, and a grate- 


full-refentment, to receive them all from 
os God's 
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+ | God's hand. But to obſerve ſonte little 


diſtinction : I fay; _ | 
- 1. We are to pive thanks, not only 
for great and notable Benefits, but for 
the. leaſt and moſt ordihaty Favours of 
God : though indeed none of God's Fa- 
yours are in themſelves ſmall and incon- 
fiderable. Men are wont to bleſs them- 
ſelves, if they receive but a tranfignt 
_ from a Prince's eye; a ſmile 
m a great perſonage3 any ſlender in- 
timation of regard from him that is in 
apacity to do them good : what is it 
then to receive the leaſt teſtimony of 
tis good will, from whom alone every 
good thing can be expetted 5 tipen 
whoſe diſpoſal all happy ſucceſs of our 
wiſhes, our hopes, and our endeavours 
do entirely depend? We repute him in- 
juſt, who withholds the leaſt part of 
what is due from the true owner : and 
i not he ingrateful then, that omits to 
render thanks for the leaſt of Divine 
Mercies ? 352.1! NG LE... 
There 3s one glory of the Sun, another 1 Cor. 15. ate 
if the Moon, another of the Stars,” faith 
S. Paul. Some works of God indeed ex- 
cel 1n Tuſtrez yet all are glorious, all 
are to be diſcerned, all to be eſteemed, 
and thankfully entertained by us. The. 
Y bright- 


Pfal. 139. 145 
IS 2 16» 
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' brightneſs of the one ſhould not whol 


ly obſcure the other ;. if 1t . do, it, ar- 
ues the weaknels of :our ſenſe, the dy]. 
neſs of our ſpiritual faculty. Forevery 
beam, of light that delights our eye, 
for every breath of Air that chears our 
ſpirits, for every drop of pleafant Lj- 
quour that cools our thirſt, tor every 
minute of comfortable repoſe, tor every 
ſtep. we ſafely take, for the happy. iflue 
of the leaſt undertaking, for eſcaping 
the vengeance due to an idle word, or 
a wanton- thought, we owea hymn of 

praiſe to God. But, 
2. Weare to render thanks, not on- 
Iy for new and preſent Benefits, but for 
all we have formerly, all that we may 
hereafter receive. . We find David not 
only frequently CARO ging the gra- 
cious diſpenfations of Providence to- 
ward him through the whole courle of 
his lite, but looking back in his thank- 
tul'Qevotions as far as his very original 
being, and prailing God for favours con- 
ferred on him beyond his memory, yca 
before his life. I will praiſe thee, ſaith 
be, jor 1 am fearfully and wonderfully 
made.: marvellous are thy works, and 
that my ſoul knoweth right well, My ſub- 
ſtance was not hid from thee, when 1 " 
tnade 
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made ' if ſecret, and curiouſly wrought in 
the lower parts of the Earth, Thane eyes 
thd jee my ſubſtance yet being imperfedf, 
ind in thy book all my members were writ- 
ten, which in continkance were faſhioned, 
when as yet there was none of them, And 
$. Paxl; yet farther reflefting his grate- 
ful conſideration, bleſſes God for his 
favour commenced before the begin- 
ning of things. Bleſſed (faith he) be the 
Gd and Father of our Lord Feſws Chriſt, 
tho hath bleſſed ws with all ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſings in heavenly places in Chriſt, accor- 
ding as he hath choſen us before the founda- 
tion of the world, | | | 
- Neither doth the memory only of 
former, and the enjoyment of preſent, 
but the hope and foreſight alſo of future 
Beſtings worthily claim our thanks.  . _ _ 
for, C faith S. Peter ) Bleſſed be the 1Pet. 1.2, 41 


44 


Epheſ, I. 3» 45 


# 


god and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
which, according to his abundant Mercy, 
bath begotten us again unto a lively hope, 
by the reſurreFion of Feſus Chriſt from 
the dead : to an inheritance incorruptible 
and undefiled, reſerved in Heaven for you. 
Beaſts only, and men not much better 
then they, are affeted with preſent 
good turns : but men of honeſt and ge- 


herous tempers reſent indifferently the 
L i obli- 
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obligations of all times. Senſe doth not 
confine their Gratitude, nor abſence re. 
move, nor age wear it out. What once 
15 done, 18 ever done to them ; and 
what of courtefie 1s purpoſed, ſeems to 
them performed. But having before 
diſcourfed ſomewhat largely concerning 
the remembrance of Benefits, I leave this 
point. Furthermore, 

3. We ſhould bleſs God, not only 
for new, rare, extraordinary accidents 
of Providence; but for the common and 
daily benefits and indulgences thereof, 
Fheſe Favours are uſually the greateſt, 
and moſt valuable in their own nature, 


( Far what can be imagined 


Quem vero dftrerum or- 
aines , quem dierum nor 
Kmque viciſſitudines , quem 
menſmum temperatio , quem- 
gue ea que nobts gignuntur 
ad fruendum non gratum 
eſſe cogant; hunc hominem 
omning numerare qui decet 2 
Cic. de Leg 11. 


of higher confequencetous, 
then the preſervation of our 
Lives, and of our Eſtates, by 
which they are comfortably 
maintained; then the con- 
timuance of our Bodies 1n 


good health, and our Minds 

in their right witsz then the knowledg 
of heavenly Truth, the encouragements 
to Vertne and Piety, the affiſtences of 
Drvine Grace, andthe promiſes of eter- 
nal-Blifs continually exhibited to us? ) 
Shall the commonnefs and continuance 
of theſe exceeding Favours, that they 
| are 
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ze not given us once only, and tranſi- 
torily, but continued, (that is, given 
us ſo often as time hath inſtants, ) and 
with an uninterrupted perſeverance re- 
newed unto us ; {hall this abate and e- 
neryate our Gratitude, which 1n all rea- 
fon ſhould mainly encreaſe and confirm 
t? But this point I alſo touched be- 
fore, and therefore forbearing to inſiſt 
thereon, I proceed. 

4. We ſhould give thanks, not only 
tor private and particular, but for pub- 
lick Benefits alſo, and for ſuch as befal 
others. I exhort therefore ( faith S. Paul) 
before all things, that ſupplications, pray- 
ers, interceſſuns and thanksgivings be 
wade for all men : not prayers only, for 
good things to be beſtowed on others ; 
but #hanksgivings allo, for the Benefits 
received by others. (And watp meilov 
in our Text, however atherwiſe com- 
monly interpreted, may well admit this 
ſenſe alſo 3 and be taken indifferently, 
pro omnibus, for all perſons, and propter 
ona, for all things.) 

We areall Citizens of the World, and 
concerned inits good conſtitution; and 
thence obliged thankfully to adore the 
mghty Upholder and wiſe Governour 
thereof, praiſing him for all the genexal 

YT 23 Bene- 


325 


I Tim, 2. I. 


Vid. Chryf. in 


2 Cor, Or. 2. 
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Benefits liberally poured forth upon 
mankind. We partake in the commodz- 
ties of- Civil Society 5 and therefore 
Mould heartily thank him, by: whoſe 
gracious diſpoſal Order 1s mamntaitled, 
Peace continued, Juſtice adminiſtred; 
Plenty provided, oar Lives made (afe 
and ſweet to us therein, We are Mem: 
bers of a Church, and highly intereſted 
in the proſperous eſtate and well-being 
thereof: when Unity therefore is pre- 
ſerved, and Charity abounds : when 
Knowledg 1s encreaſed, and Vertne en- 
couraged ; when Piety flouriſhes, and 


Truth triumphs therein; we are bound 


to render all poſſible thanks to the gra- 
cious Beſtower of thoſe ineſtimable 
Bleſlings. | 
' We are much miſtaken jn our ae- 
count, if we either determine our own 
concernments, or meaſure this Duty, by 
the'narrow- rule of our private advan- 
tage: for, ſubdudjng ether the Bene- 
fits commonly indulged tomankind, or 
thole which accrue from the welfare of 
pubhck ſociety , what poſlibility wall 
remain of {ubliſtence, of ſafety, of con- 
tent untous? what but confuſion,want, 
violence, and diſquiet ? RECt: - 
* As we are concerned with our ut- 
1 oY MT molt 
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tioſt endeavours to. promote, to wiſh 
and pray for, to delight and rejoyec in 
the-publick good-of mankind, the peace 
of our Country, the profperity of S7on 3 
{6 we are to bleſs and thank him, by 
whoſe ' gracious help and furtherance 
they arEattained. 

Jf we:conſult all -Hiſtory, ( Sacred, 


ad Civil; we ſhall find it to contain 


hardly any thing 'elſe confiderable, but 
the earneſt endeavours of good men for 
publick benefit, and their thankful © ac- 
nowledgments to the Divine goodnefs 
for it. Moſes, David, Nehemnah, 'S. Paul, 
all the Prophets, and all the Apoſtles, 
what other things memorable did they 
do, but ſerve God in procuring pub- 
lick Good, and bleſs God for confer- 
ring 1t-? 

Neither only as we are combined 
with others in common intereſt ,- but 
without ſelfiſh reſpects, purely out of 
charity, and humanity, and ingenuous 
pity, are we obliged to thank God for 
the Benefits he 1s pleaſed to impart to 
others. It upon theſe accounts we are 


; 2» 


commanded to do good to all men; tore- G1 


us; "tis(by fair conſequence) ſurely in- 


T & ten- 


oy with thoſe that rFeJojc ez, tO love ever Rom. ' 
bſe that hate Hs, and bleſs thoſe that cur (6 Mat. 5 
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tended, that we ſhould alſo bleſs God 
for the good iſſue of our honeſt endea- 
yours, or of our good wiſhes for them, 
' And verily = we become endow- 
ed with this excellent quality of deligh- 
ting in others good, and heartily thank. 
ing God for it, we needed not to en- 
vy the wealth and ſplendour of the 
greateſt Princes, not the wiſdom of 
| the profoutideſt Do&ours, not the reli- 
gion of the devouteſt Anchorets, ng, 
nor the happineſs of the higheſt Angels: 
for upon this ſuppoſition, as the glory of 
all isGod's, ſo the content in all would 
be ours. All the fruit they can perceive 


of their happy condition (of what kind 


loever) is, to rejoyce 1n it themſelyes, 
and topraiſe God for it: and this ſhould 
We' then do as well as they. My 
Neighbour's good Succeſs is mine, if I 
equally trrumph'therein ; his Riches are 
mine, if. I delight to ſee him enjoy them: 
his Health is mine, if it refreſh my ſpy 
rits ; his Vertue mine, if I by it am bet- 
terd, and have hearty complacence 
therein. By this means a man derives a 
confluence of all joy upon himſelf, and 
makes himſclf, as it were, the centre of 
all Felicity ; enriches himſelf with the 
plenty , and fatiates himſelf with bz 
F908 __ "I 
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:fure of the whole world : reſerving 
to God the praiſe, he enjoys the ſatis- 
tion of all good that happens tq any. 

Thus we ſee David frequently thank- 
ing God, not for his Favour only and 
mercy ſhewed peculiarly to himſelf, but 
for his common munificence toward all ; 
for (to-uſe his own phraſes ) his good- T*l-145. 9. 
eſs is to all, and his tender mercies over all __ 
is works 3, for executing judgment in be- z, — 
half of the oppreſſed ; for feeding the hun- 
gy; for looſening the priſoners ; for ope- 
ning the eyes of the blind ; for raiſing 
them that are bowed down ; for preſerving 


amd widew : for lifting up the meek ;, for Pl 147-6. 
ing, and caring for, and defending the pea. 5. v1. 
right eons 5 for open 'g his hand, and ſa- = a). 1 _— 
tiefying the deſire of every living thing 3 _ 
for giving to the beaſt his food, and to the Pal. 147. g. 


young ravens when they cry unto him ; 


na word, forhis goodneſs to eyery par- 
ticular creature, not excluding the moſt 
contemptible , nor the moſt ſavage of 
all. ' And how affectionately doth Saint 
Paul every-where thank God for the 


—_ in Grace and ſpiritual Wiſdom, 
or 


the patience in afflichon, and perſe- 
verance 1n faith, of thoſe good Chriſti- 
ans he writes ynto? Soſhould, with an 
f. =_ un- 


unreſtrained exuberance; both-our Cha, 

Tity to men; i#fid our Gratitude to Go 
abound. But/nioreover, - - 

5. We are" obliged to - give thanks, 

not only for 'pleatant and ' proſperoij 

occurrences. of Providence , but for 

thoſe alſo which are adverſe to our de. 

fire, 'and diſtaſtful uato'! our: natird] 

. ſeriſez for Poverty , Sickneſs, - Dif. 

grace 3 for all the Sorrows and Trow- 

bles, the Difaſters and Diſappoiritments 

that befal us: We are bound to pay 

thanks; not for - our Food 'only , but 

for our Phyſick alſo: (which though 

Tograteful to+ our palate, is profitabk 

for our health;+).,We are obliged;in the 

| School of Providence, not only for the 

good Inſtructions, but for the feafons- 

, +Þle Corrections alſo! vouch- 

Toy eh yore?! Ja fafed* unto us; * ( whereby 

«yr'® age Fu h: "Ihe: though our fenfes-arc offen- 

pb7teX 28 -- x a deed, our manners are bet- 

F Chrylolt. in-Pſal. 148, Fred.) What-ever procceds 

7 * + . ffori good purpole, and 

F terids'to a happy end, that is graciouſly 

deſipned, and effettually conduces to 

our good 3 Ka Hfit ſubject of Thanksg- 

-ving:: and fach may all Adverlimes 

-prove unto us.” They-' proceed uſually 

trom love and-kind intention "_— 

or- 
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etrgeth fon whom he receiveth'; 
ind, 1 know. O Lord, ( faith David) 
that thy judgments are right, and that 
tov i faithfirlneſs haft affiifed me © in 
farbfadrefs, that is, with aincere initen- 
tion of doing me good. 

God throughly knows onr conftit- 
ton, what-is nox10us to our health, and 
what may remedy our diſtempers ; and 
therefore accordingly diſpoſeth to us 

ro jucundis aptiſſuma queque $S 
n ſtead of pleaſant Hony, he ſometimes 
peſeribes whollome wormwood for us. 
We are our ſclves greatly ignorant of 


hat is conducible to our real good; 


1nd, were the choice of our condition 
wholly permitted to ns, ſhould make 
very foohiſh, very diſadvantageous e&-/ 
ktons. ls 

We ſhould (be fure) all of us em- 
brace a rich and plentitul Eſtate : when- 
ts, God knows, that would make us 
fothfal and luxurious , ſwell us with 
pride and haughty thoughts, encumber 
ts with anxious cares, and expoſe us 
todangerous temptations 3, would ren- 
der us forgetful of our ſelves, and neg- 
ktful of him. © Therefore he wiſely 


the 


for, When God loveth, he chaſteneth, and Heb. 12.6. 
Pal. 119. 75. 
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the mother of Sobriety, the nurſe of 
Induſtry , the miſtreſs of Wiſdom; þ, 
which will make us underſtand owl, 
ſelves, and our dependence on him, 
and farce us to have recourſe unto hi; 
help. And is there not reaſon we ſhould ſhy 
be thankful for the means by which lv 
we are delivered from thoſe deſperate Wye 
miſchiefs , and obtain theſe excellen | # 
advantages ? "a 

We ſhouldall ( certainly ) chuſethe 
- favour and applauſe of men : bur this 
God alſo knows, would corrupt our 
minds with vain conceit, would intoxj- 
cate our fancies with ſpurious pleaſure, 
would tempt us to aſcribe immoderately 
to our ſelves, and facrilegiouſly to de- 

rive God of his due honour. There- 
ore he adviſedly ſuffers us to incur the 
Diſgrace and Diſpleaſure, the Hatred 
{ia of men; that ſo we may 
place our glory only in the hopes « 
his Favour, and may purſue more eat- 
neſtly the purer delights of a good Con- 
ſcience. And doth not this part df 
Divine Proyidence highly merit our 
thanks? 

We would all climb into high Places, 
not conſidering the precipices on which 
they ſtand, nor the yertiginouſneſs of 

our 
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e of far own brains: but God keeps us fafe 
Mm; {4 the humble Valleys, allotting to us 
Aurfaployments which we are more ca- 

le to manage. 

bis We ſhould perhaps infolently abuſe 
uld wer, were it committed to us 2 we 
2 ſhould employ great Parts on unwieldy 
rate Yſrojects, as many do, to the diſturbance 
lent Bf others; and their own ruine : vaſt 
jowledge would cauſe us to over- 
the Flue our ſelves, and contemn others : 
ls Fejoying continual Health, we ſhould 
A Frot perceive the benefit thereof, nor 
* Bix mindful of him that gave it. A 
ktable mediocrity therefore of theſe 
tings the Divine Goodneſs allotteth 
|&- FJ uto us, that we may neither ſtarve for 

© I yant, nor ſurfeit with plenty. 
ie Y In fine, the advantages ariſing from 
d Jiflictions are ſo many, and ſo great, 
, 
] 


that Chad I time, and were it ſeaſonable 
binſiſt largely upon this ſubject) it were 

alie to demonſtrate, that we have great 

* Jaſon, not only to be contented with, 
NF but to rejoyce 1n, andto be very thank- 
7 hi for all the croſſes and vexations we 
meet with : to receive them cheartully 

» Bit God's hand, as the medicines of our 
! I Soul, and the condiments of our for- 
; une 3 as the arguments of his can 
| » | wW b 
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wall, 'and the inſtruments of Vera; 
4s/ſolid grounds of Hope, and comfoy. 
tablepreſages of future Joy unto ys, 

_ 6. Laſtly; We are obliged to thank 
God,: not only for Corporeal and Ten- 
poral Benefits, but alſo (' and that prin- 


fings. We are apt, as to defire more 
vehemently, to rejoyce -more heartily 
nr the fruition, and more paſſionatey 
to bewail the loſs of temporal good 
things 3 ſo more fincerely and ſeriouſly 
to expreſs our gratitude for the recep- 
tion of them, then tor others relating 
to our Spiritual good, to our everlaſh 

welfare. Wherein we misjudge ind 
miſbehave our ſelves 'extreamly. For, 
as much as the reaſonable Soul ( that 
goodly Image of the Divine Eflence, 
breathed from the mouth of God) doth 
in dignity of nature, and purity of ſub- 
ſtance; excel this feculent lamp of orgz- 
nized clay; our Body ; as the bliſsful 
raviſhments of Spirit furpaſs the dull fa- 
tisfachions of Senſe; as the bottomle(s 
depth of Eternity exceeds that ſhallow 
furface of Time, which terminates this 
tranſitory life: in fuch proportion ſhould 
our appetite unto, our complacence 1n, 
our gratitude for ſpiritual Bleſſings ow 
cen 
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bend the affections ( reſpeftively ). ens * 


aged about theſe corporeal arcommo- 


"Gonſider that injuntion of our Sa- 


your to his Diſciples 3 I» this rejoyce 1.uke to. 2. 


ut, #hat the ſpirits are ſubjeF unto you : 
but rather rejoyce, becauſe your names are 
written in Heaven, "Kejozce not, that is, 
b« not at. all affected with this, ( al- 
hough in. 1t ſelf very rare accompliſh- 
nent, eminent priviledg, glorious pow- 
« of working that indeed greateſt of 
Miracles , ſubjecting Devils 3 that is, 
hffling the ſhrewdelt craft, and ſubdy- 
pg the ſtrongeſt force in nature, ) in 
compariſon of that delight, which the 
conſideration of the Divine Favour in 
ric to your eternal Felicity doth at- 
rd. 

We are, 'tis true, greatly indebted to 
God for our Creation, for that he hath 
extracted us from nothing, and placed 
us.1n ſo lofty a rank among his crea- 
tures; for the excellent Faculties of 
Joul and Body, wherewith he hath en- 
dued us; and for many moſt admirable 
ogenes of our outward Eſtate: 
ut much more for our Redemption, 
and 'the wonderful circumſtances of 
unexpreſſible love and grace therein 
a ecla- 
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declared ; for his deſcending to a con: 


jun&tion with our Nature, aa clevating 


us to a participation of his; for dipn; 
fying b: with more illuſtrious Tits 
and inſtating us in a ſure capacity of 2 
much ſuperiour Happineſs. Our daily 
Food deſerves well a Grace to be faid 
before afid after it : but how much 


more that conſtant Proviſion of Hes: 


venly Marina, the Evangelical Verity ; 
thoſe ſavoury delicacies of Devotion, 
whereby our Souls are nouriſhed to 
eterial .Life ? *Fis a laudable' cuſtom, 
when we are demanded concerning our 


health, to anſiver, Well, I thank God: | 


but much more reaſon have we to fay 
ſo, if our Conſcience can atteſt concer- 


- ning that ſound conſtitution of Mind, 


whereby we are diſpoſed vigoroutlly to 
perform thoſe vertuous funions, due 
from reaſonable nature, and conforma- 
ble to the Divine Law. If for the 
proſperous ſucceſs of our worldly at- 
tempts; for avoiding dangers, thit 
threatned corporal pain and dammage 
to us; for defeating the adverſaries of 


our ſecular quiet, we make Te Deum | 


laidamms our E7mwinwv, Cour ſong for 
victory : ) how much more for the hap- 
py progrefs of our Spiritual Affairs 

| { affairs 
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ON: 'of incomparaþly-higheſt conſe- 
ins 3) for eſcaping "heb dreadful 
= of -utter ryine, of endleſs tore 
;- for vanquiſhing Sin and Hell, 
| thoſe. irreconcilable enennes to; our e+ 
ily | verlaſting peace 3 are we obliged. to 
utter tfiumphal Anthymns of joy ag 
wtarikfulneſs ? 
{This is the -order obſerved by the 


for a bis benefits, he begins with the * 
eifiderition of God's mercy in pardo- 
ty, ung hisSinsz then proceedsto his gaod- 
in beſtowing temporal Fayours. 
d: | Who forgiveth all thy fins, leads the vans 
iy | Who fatisfieth thy month with good things, 
r- | brings up the rere in the enumeration 
1, | and acknowledgment of God's Benefits. 
o | That our minds are illuſtrated with the 
e | knowledg of God. and his glorious At- 
- | tributes, Of © briſt and his Seda Go- 
> | fpel, of that ſtreight path which con- 
- | dudteth to true Happineſs 3 that by Di- 
| vine affiſtence we are enabled to elude 
| the allurements, to withſtand the vio- 
" | lences of temptation, to aflwage immo- 
 derate deſires, to bridle exorbitant paſ- 
fions, to correct vicious inclinations of 
mind ; requires more our hearty thanks, 


then for that we were able by our na- 
tural 
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tara} wit [to penetrate the--a 
Myſteries ”_ ,o to —_— coy—_ 
out bodily ſtrength.” * The forgivenc, 
of our Sins Joth' more oblige _ 4 
grateful acknowledgment of the Divine 
Goodneſs, then ſhould: God entich us 
with all the treafures-contained ' inthe 
bowels of the Earth, or bottom of the 
| Ocean. Oneglimpſe of his favourable 

countenance fhoutd more enflame our 
affections, then being inveſted with all 
the'1maginable ſplendour of worldly 
—_—-} R 
..Of theſe incſtimable Benefits, and all 
the advantageous circumſtances where- 
with they. are attended, we ought to 
maintain in our hearts conſtant reſent- 
ments3 to excite our thankfulneſs, to 
kindle our love, to quicken our obe- 
dience, by. the frequent contemplation 
of them. 


Thus havel (though, I confeſs, much 
more ſhghtly then ſo worthy a fubjedt 
did require) proſecuted the ſeveral par- 
ticalars obſervable in theſe words. [ 
ſhould' conchide with ' certain Induce- 
ments perfuaſive to the praftice of this 
Duty 3 -whereof T have m the tenour 
both of the former. and preſent Dil- 
bel courle | 
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gurſe infinuated divers, and could pro- 
by Sound many more : but (in compliance 


th the time) I ſhall content my ſelf 
riefly to conſider only theſe three very 
gþyious ones. | 

Firſt therefore, We may conlider, 
tat thete 1s. no diſpoſition what-ever 
nore deeply radicated in the ortginal 
onſtitution of all Souls endued with 
ay kind of perception or paſſion , 
then being ſenſible of Benefits received ; 
bang kindly affefted with love and re- 


het toward them that exhibit them ; 


ring ready with ſutable expreſſions to 
zknowledge them, and to endeavour 
competent recompences for them. The 
yorſt of men; the moſt devoid of all 
not only piety, but humanity and com- 
mon ingenuity, the moſt barbarous and 
noſt wicked, (whom neither ſenſe of 
Equity nor reſpe& to Law, no promiſe 
of reward or fear of vengeance,can any- 
wile engage to do things juſt and fit- 
ting, or reſtrain from enormous acti- 
ons,) retain notwithſtanding ſomething 
of this natural inclination, and are u- 
ſually ſenſible of good turns done unto 
them. Experience teaches us thus much 


and fo doth that ſure Oracle of our Sa- 


viour 2 IF (faith he) you do good to Lubes. 34, 
L 2 


thoſe 


£46 


Vid. Gell, | 
lib. V, Caps 
I 4s 


Hev. 6. 8. 


atteſts) bear ſome kindneſs, ſhew ſome 
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thoſe who do good to you, what -thathyy 
it e for even ſinners ( that is, men of 
apparently leud and diflolute converſ. 
tion) do the ſame. 

Yea even Beaſts, and thoſe not only 
the moſt gentle and ſociable of them, 
( the officious Dog, the traQtable Horſe, 
the docile Elephant,) but the- wildeſt 
alſo and fierceſt of them (the untamable 
Lion , the cruetk Tiger , and rayenous 
Bear, as ſtories tell us, and experience 


: 


R_ affection to thoſe that provide 
r them, 

Neither wild Beaſts only, but even 
inanimate creatures ſeem not alt 
inſen{tble of Benefits, and lively re- 
preſent unto us a natural abhorrence of 
Ingratitude. The Rivers openly dif- 
charge 1nto the Sea thoſe waters, which 
by indiſcernible conduits they derived 
thence: the Heavens remit 1n bounti- 
ful ſhowrs what from the Earth they 
had exhaled in vapour: and the Earth 
by a fruitful increaſe repays the culture 
beſtowed thereon 3 if not, ( as the 
Apoſtle to : the- Hebrews doth pro- 
nounce,) it deſerves cxrſ/zg and reproba- 
tion. So monſtrous a thing, and unt- 
verſally abominable to nature, is all In- 

I gratitude. 
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tide. And:haw execrable a prodi- 

Wd as it then toward God, from whom 
1 of Fade we receive what-gver we enjoy, 
erfs- Þ ph Ce Vecan expitt of gaoda. 
|. The Second Obligation to this Duty II. 
anoft: juſt and equal. For, ( as * he * Faberivs- 
en, 8 (id-well ) Bereficiume qui dave neſcit, in- 
le, jeſt petit 3 He injuſtly requires (much 
deſt -3njuſtly receives) 4 benefit, who is 
ble f wt eririded to requite 3t. In all reaſon 
0 Þ pe;are- indebted for what is freely gi- 
- «eR;. 38 well as for what is lent unto us, 
de 
en 

er 

Go 

of 

jþ 

h 

d 

, 

/ 

' 

. 
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forthe freeneſs of the giver, his not 
taſting ſecurity, nor expreſſing con- 
4bns of return, doth not diminiſh, 
kifrather increaſe the debt. ' He that 
gives, indeed, according to humane (or 
_— Law, (which, in order to pre- 
on of publick peace, requires on- 
9.2 punQual performance of contracts,) 
ninsfers his right, and alicnates his-poſ- 
efion : but according to that more 
toble and perfe& rule of ingenuity, 
(the Law which God and Angels and 
pod-men chiefly obſerve, and govern 
elves by,) what 1s given 1s but 
cmmitted to the faith, depoſited in Kaaty Jv 34- 
the hand, treaſured up in the cuſtody Teen. 
of him that receives it : and what more a 
palpable iniquity is there, then to be- 
L 3 tray 
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tray the truſt, or to detain the pledyy 
not of ſome inconfiderable trifle, but f 
De Bewf. jneſtimable good will > Except4- Mare. Wu 
646. 3+ ©4P-6: donut gente, ( ſaith Seneca) non eff ul, (ht 
data adverſus ingratum atFio : In no Ne. 
tion ( excepting the Macedonians )'a 
ation could be preferred againſt ingrat. || is 
fil perſons, as ſo. ( Though Xenophan, | % 
no mean Authour, reports, that 
the Perſrars alſo there were judgment 
aſligned, and puniſhments appointed 
for Ingratitude.) However, in the court 
of Heaven, and atthe tribunal of Con- 
ſcience, no offender is more conſtanty 
arraigned , none more ſurely condem- 
ned, none more ſeverely puniſhed, then 
the ingrateful man. ; 
Since therefore we have received all 
from the Divine Bounty ; if God ſhould 
in requital exact, that. we facrifice our 
lives to the teſtimony of his Truth; 
that we employ our utmoſt pains, ex- 
pend our whole eſtate, adventure our 
health, and proſtitute all our earthly 
contents to his ſervice ; ſince he did 
but revoke his own, twere great il- 
juſtice to refuſe compliance with his 
demands : how much more, when he 
only cxpetts from us, and requiresſome 
tew acknowledgments of our obliga- 
tion 


FRF OT TT % , 


The Ninth Sermon. 343 
him, ſome Jittle portionsof our 
tance, . for- the relief of, them that 
=d.; ſome cafie obſcrvances of hismoſt 
ul Iapſonable commands ? 
N. 0:,Jhirdly, This is a moſtfweet and de- JN. 
Y)'@ Sightful Duty. Praiſe the. Lord, ( faith Pal 135: 3: 
rae. | the-moſt experienced Plalmiſt)) far the 
ton, | Lord is good 3, ſing praiſes to his Name, 
ong | it 7 pleaſant : and otherwhere, Praiſe pra. 147. r. 
ents if 8. Lord, for it is good to hong. praiſes IQ vid. Pal. g 1 
| | ar. God 5 for it js pleaſant, and praiſe is 
awely. The performance of this Duty, 
git eſpecially proceeds from good hu- 
aur, and a chearful diſpoſition of 
ur ſo it feeds and foments. them 
both root and. fruit thereof are hugely 
ſweet and fapid. Whence $. James z | 
If any man be afflided, let him pray 3, #s jm 5.11, 
ay merry, let him (ing Pſalms. ( Pſalms, 
the-proper matter of which 1s praiſe and 
thanksgrving.) | 
,, Other Duties of Devotion have ſome- 
7 | thing laborious in them, ſomething dil- 
| to our ſenſe. Prayer minds us 
| | of our wants and imperfe&ions; Con- 
kſlion 1nduces a ſad remembrance of 
our miſdeeds and bad deſerts: but 
Thanksgiving includes nothing uneaſie 
or unpleaſant; nothing but the memo+ 
fy and ſenſe of exceeding Goodnels. 
Z 4 All 
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Vid. Pfal. 69. 
O, ZI, 

Mal. 59. 13, 

MAS 


' what thought can enter into the heart 


All Love is fiveets but that eſpehl; 
ly which ariſes, not from'a bare pre. 
mo oft _—_ ONS worth'ahd 

ionity, but from a feehn i NG 
Defect and uſe unto its,” And 


. 


of man more comfortable and delitions 
then this, That the great Maſter of al 
things, the moſt wiſe and' mighty Kity 
of Heaven 'and Earth hath entertained 1 
ctous regard, hath' exprelſled: a real 
indneſs toward us? that we are in 
capacity to honour, to pleaſe, to pre- 
ſent an acceptable ſacrifice to him, 'who 
can render us perfe&tly happy ?- that we 
are admitted to the practice of ' that 
wherein the fupreme joy of Paradiſe, 
and the perfeftion of Angelical blils 
conſiſts > For Praiſe and Thanſgiving 
are the moſt deleCtable buſineſs of Hea- 
ven; and God grant they may be our 
greateſt delight, our moſt frequent em- 
ployment upon earth. | 
To theſe I might add fuch farther 
conſiderations. ' That this : Duty is of 
all moſt acceptable to God, and moſt 
profitable to us. That Gratitude for 
Benefits procures more, diſpoſing God 
to beſtow, and qualifying us to receive 
them. That the ſerious — 
Fas 


£ peaneyeiny 'ahd 
other-Dutiess 


finh of Prayer,” It B-#mpoflible' 


mod doth” conftantly apply! hinde6lf 
thereto; ſhould ever ſin; is) moſt efpe- 
cially true '6f this part of Devotior: 
for how 'can' we at the ſame time 'be 
{nfible of: God's'GoodnalF' to 'us,' and 
willmgly offend him? © That the 'me- 
mory of paſt Benefits, and ſenſe of pre- 
ſent, confirms our Faith, and nourilhes 
vur hope of future. Thar the circumſtan- 
&es of the Divine Beneficence mightily 
firengthen the obligation of this Duty”; 
eſpecnlly his abſolute freenefs in'-gt- 
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r | ving, and. our total unworthineſs* to 
» | receive; our: very Ingratitude it fef 

affording ſtrong inducements to Gra- 
r | titnde. That giving thanks hath 'de 
f | fa been always the principal part of 


a _———_—— 


all Religionz (whether inſtituted by 
Divine Command, or prompted by na- 
tural Reaſon, or propagated by general 
Tradition; ) the Ethmick devotion con- 


fiſting (as it were totally ) in the = 
0 


ks Comianditicnts. 'Whar'8. Gd Fil. Avimife 
| | at he Chryſoſt. lo-+ 
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who with -eginpetentprotapritade of $9,775 
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— SIR 
Plia. £y-#-; Chriſtians fo- far forth, that-by-ſtanders 
_ _ " could hardly, diſcern any. other thing 

IT OK am their. pradtice, , then that 


5 ny  Hymps to Chriſt, and by 
craments obliged themſelves 


mitua]. 
to: abſtain "from, all :Villany. - . But ] 
will wy; wholly omit, the- proſecu- 
tion -of theſe [p nt - Arguments , 
then be farther 7 ffenbve 197 your! py 
Hence, - 7 pd 


Now. the: Bleſea | \F o0Nein of all 

Geadnef and Mercy inſpire oxr hearts 

-with his beavenly. og and thereby 

enable ws, rightly to apprehend, dilt- 

 egently to. conſider”, ' faithfully to remen- 

"ber , worthily to e eem, to be bearti 

by affected with, to render all due ac- 
knowledgment , praiſe, love, and thank: 

Fil obedience for all his ( infiniteh- 

reat and innumerably-many) Fwours, 

i ag , and Benefits freely conferrd 

| #8 : and let us ſay with David, 
Pſal. 72.18, Bled be the Lord God of Ijrael, who 
oy only doeth wondrous things 5 and blef- 


fed 


pa maptovaC by 
tial fayouts3-and-that: of op ancient 
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| fed be bis glorious Name for ever, and 
kt the* whole Earth © be filled with" bis 
Glory. Bleſſed be the Lord God of Jjreel Pla. r0s, 48. 
from ever pen to Pans ol And let 
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1 LIM. 2.1, 2. 
r. 1 exhort therefore, that firſt of all 


Tons , Prajers , interceſſion, and 
giving of thanks be made for all men: 
2. For Kings, and for all that are in 
authority. | 


Aint Paul in his preceding diſ: 

» courſe having infinuated diredi- 
ons to his Scholar, and Spiritual 
Son, Timothy, concerning the diſcharge 
; of his Office, of inſtrufting men in their 
þ Duty according to the Evangelical Doc- 
trinez (the main deſign whereof he tea- 

; cheth to conſiſt, not (as ſome men con- 
Veſes: ceited ) infond ſtories, or vain ſpecula- 
| tions, but in praftice of ſubſtantial Du- 
_ } Ver.s,19: ties, holding a ſ'ncere Faith , maintai- 
ning a good Conſcience, performing Offi 
ces of ppre and hearty Charity;) in purlu- 
ance of ſuch general Duty, and as a 
principal inſtance thereof, he doth here 


firſ 


I Tim. I, 3- 
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of all exhort, -<r doth. exhort that 
ER kinds of Devotion ſhould 
God, as- for all men ge- 

ſo particularly for Kizgs and 
[= From whence we. may col- 
rl =_ rs. 1, That the ma» 
ers for Kings is a Chriſtian 

of great importarice. (S. Pail 

hay fitto extort thereto Tp@Tw mw 


Tal, before all other things 3 3 or, to exhort :, X: 4 - 


349 


that before all things it ſhould be perfor- miley muci- 


med.) 2. That it is incumbent on the 
Paſtours of the Church, ( ſuch as S. T7- 
mothy was,,) to take ſpecial care, that 
this Duty ſhould be performed in the 
Church 3 both publickly inthe Congre- 
gations ,. and privately in the Retire- 
ments of each Chriſtian : according to 
what the Apoſtle, afrer the propoſing 
divers enforcements of this Duty, ſub. 
_ in the 8th = 1 will t fare, 
that men pray everywhere, liftin / 
hands, Ms —_ or pom: FY 
The firſt of theſe action, That 
tis a Duty of great importance #0 pray 
jor Kings, I ſhall infiſt upon: it being 
now very fit and ſeaſonable > 
urge the practice of 1t, when it is per- 
haps commonly not much confidered, 
or not well obſerved 3 and when there 
1s 


Aug. Ep. 59. 
Beza, Groti- 


is moſt need oF-ir, in fegard 'to the ef. 
Rs/and conſequences which may pro. 
ceed' from the conſgonable diſcharge of 
It. , » + 0 þ F 

- + My endeavour therefore ſhall be to 
preſs it by- divers Confiderations, dif: 
covering our obligation thereto , and 
ſerving to induce us to its obſervance; 
ſome whereof ſhall be general, or com- 
mon to all times; ſome particular, or 
ſatable- to the preſent circumſtances of 
things. 


I. The Apoſtle exhorteth Chriſtians 
to pray for Kings with all ſorts of Pray- 
er: with 4yoas, or deprecations, for a- 
verting evils from them 3 with Tegew- 
261i, or petitions, for obtaining good 
things to them 5 with ievfas, or occa: 

ſonal interceſſions, tor needful gifts and 
graces to be collated on them : as, after 
S. Auſtin, Interpreters, in expounding . 
S. Paul's words, commonly diſtinguiſh; 

how accurately, I ſhall not diſcuſs 3 it 
ſufficing , that afſuredly the Apoſtle 
meaneth, under this variety of exprefli- 
on, to comprehend all kinds of Prayer. 
And to this I fay we are obliged upon 
divers accounts. 0 


1, Common Charity ſhould diſpoſe {| 
us 


ms —__y << RVIxx} ee ay . . = <<. 
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a} 
that Apoſtolical precept, As we have oþ- Gal. s. 10. 


. And from them ſurely Kings muſt 


The Tenth Servion. | 

to; pray for Kings. This Chriſtian 
tion. inclineth to, univerſal bene- 
and beneficence 5 {according to 


let us do good unto all men : 


it conſequently will excite -us to pray 


for all men 3 ſeeing this is a way of ex- 
eting good will, and exerciſing benefi- 
cence, :which any man at any time, if he 
tath the will and heart, may have op- 
portunity and ability to bo > 

| No man indeed otherwile can benefit 
all ; few men otherwiſe can benefit ma- 
ny; ſome men otherwiſe can benefit 
none: but 1n this way any man 1s able 
to benefit all, or unconfinedly to oblige 


, mankind, deriving on any ſomewhat of 


God's immenſe beneficence.. By. per- 
forming this good Office; at the expence 
of a few good wiſhes addreſſed to the 
Sovereign Goodneſs, the pooreſt may 
prove benefactours to the richeſt, the 


] neaneſt to the higheſt, the weakeſt to 


the mightieſt of men : ſo we may bene- 
it even thoſe who are moſt remote from 
us, moſt ſtrangers and quite unknown 
tous. Our Prayers can reach the ut- 
moſt ends of the Earth 3 and by them 
our Charity may embrace all the world. 


not 
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ae the obje&ts-of God's ' particular £4 


- your arid care 5 iF becauſe all men ay 


ptrtakers of the cemmon Redemption) 
by the undertakings of hin-who is the 
cammon Mediatour and Saviour of all 
men 3 and becauſe all men, —_ 
6 —_— intent and delireof God, 
are deſigned for a confortſhip in the 


fate bleſſed Thheritance 3 '( which en 
1 Tim. 2.4 forcemenits S. Paxl in the Context doth 


$, 6* 


intimate;) if; mn fine, becauſe all men 
do'need Prayers, and are capable of 
benefit from them, we ſhould be char- 
tably diſpoſed to pray for them : then 
muſt we alſo pray for Kings, who even 
in'their perſonal capacity, as men, do 
fhare in all thoſe conditions. Thus may 
we conceive S.Paxl here to argue: For 
all men, (anth he, for Kings 3 that is, con- 
ſequently for K7gs, or, particularly for 
Kings ; to pray for whom, art leaſt no 
leſs then for other men, univerſal Cha- 
tity ſhould diſpoſe us. 

Indeed, even on this account we may 


ſay, eſpecially for Kings 3 the law. of | 


general 


fot betxcluded. For if becauſe:allmey | 

ate our Fellow-creatures,/and brethray 
by the ſameiHeavenly Father,: becauſe 
+ .J.aÞ} mer are atlied'ro-us by cognationang 
firiititude of Nature, . becauſe .all men 
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"Aa with: —_— advan- 
tap rack pplinible to them; fob that 
E aw: commonly is:cxpreſied with. rete- 
zence to our Neighbour, . that is; to'per- 
ſos with whom we 'have to do, wha 
come under our particular notice; who 

pay intercourſe are approximated 
t0-us3 ;and fuch are: Kings eſpecially, 
For: whereas' the greateſt part' of men 
reaſon of their diſtaiice from us; 
the obſcurity of , their condition; 
ox-for want of opportunity.to converſe 
mth them) muſt needs ſlip . befide' us, 

{o-that we cannot employ .any diftint 
tg or aftettion toward them : it is 

with- Kings, who by their. emi- 

gent. and Vuſtrious Station become ve- 
ty-obſervable by us 3-with whom we 
bave frequent tranſactions, ' and. mutual 
cohcerns ; who therefore in the ſtricteſt 
atceptionare our. neighbours, whom we 
w& charged to love as our ſelves 3 to 
whom conſequently we muſt perform 

_ charitable office of praying for 


only this way oranted us of exerciſing 


4;>To impref which conſideration; Proveterans. 
me may refle&, that commonly we have #- Ty 


| | qur Charity toward Princes 3 they be- re ad 
S ng ſituated aloft above the reach-of pri- Gratiane 


A a Vate 


nitas omen 4- 
veridt, uiru 
4 wam 

- mortalium 
ex/peftes vi- 
cem beneficis. 
Mametrc, ad 
Julian, 


Pfal. 16, 2 


ZE : 054. Yate beneficence ::f0 that we cantioten, 
-« -& rich them,;-or relieve-them by our alms; 
\ Sane Dvi- oo-earinot help to exalt or prefer they 
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to: better ſtate,z we can hardly come 
to\ 1mpart good advice, ſcaſonable con- 
ſolation; or wholſome reproof to:them 
ive cannot profit .or pleaſe them/ by &@ 
 miliar- converſation. For: as in divers 
other reſpedts they-reſemble the Divinis 
ty;; twin this they are like it, that we 
may-:fay'to them, as the Plalmiſt to God, 
Thor 'urt #1y' Lord 5 my goodneſs exten. 
detlr-2eot: to' thee. Yet this caſe nay be 
refexved; wherein the pooreſt Soulmay 
benefit the greateſt Prince, imparting 
the richeſt and choiceſt goods to him! 
He may be indebted for his ſafety, for 
the proſperity / of his affairs, for God's 
inercy: and favour toward him, to the 
Prayersof his meaneſt vaſlal. And thus 
to-oblige Princes, methinks, we ſhould 
be yery deſirous; we ſhould be glad to 
nfefuch an advantage, we ſhould be as 
bitious of ſach an honour. on 
3. We are bound to pray for Kings 
out of Charity to the Publick 3 becauſe 


bo their Good is a general Good, and the 


Communities of men (both Church and 
State)are greatly concerned in the Ble(- 
{mgs by Prayer derived on them. 


The 
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f he COAUNON welfarez the Comman- 
walth; as it were, living and breathing 
2 bis fall, like that of a wall Ce- ) 
(0 which he is compared, ) ſha- '* 
5 putting things out of bed end 
fawing.them intonew channels; tran- 
hive | - adminiſtration of affairs into 
wiried hands, and an uncertain condi- 
wr; Trandlatours render, God ſeve' the 3,28? 
king, Was an uſual from of ſalutati- : Chr. 23. ie, 
a. or prayer: and, 0 King, live for ; king, _—_ 
wy was a cuſtomary addreſs to Prin- Dan. 2 4, &. 
aj: whereto the beſt men did conform, {7 6 
$enin application to none of the beft 
Princes as Nehemiah to King Artaxer- Nep. z. 3; 
#6; and Dariel to King Derws, Hence Pan. 6 21, 
tight of Toat; (Thou ſalt not, ſaid A- * Sam-21, 17, 
; any more go out with us to arp 
thit tho quench not the light of Tſpaet 5, )) 
but even the wicked and perverſe King 2 Kings 34-191 
the breath of our noſtrils, ( The Lam. 4 2 
hreh, Guth he; T our noſtrils, the anoin- 
ted of 'the Lord, was taken in their pits.) 
__ not only the fall of _—_ 


6 ſafety of a Prince is a great part 
the Earth, and diſcompoſing the 
ton, Hence, Let the Kiig live, (which 4 2. %, 
3-9. & 5, i9, 
totonly good King David is called-the 
ab, is by the Prophet Ferewy him- 
"09 had been ſo miſuſed by ” bim) Jer. 32- 3- 
Aa 2 Joſia 


$56 The Tenth Sermon. 
Zech. 12.11- "Joſtahwas ſo grievoully lamented: 
Es: 35-044 J > monening mon due to nn 
2 Sam. 1.12. Saul 5- and, Ie daughters of Jernſulay 
*# _ weep'for Saul, was a ſtrain becoming he 
mouth-of his great Succeſſour King Dy 
vid.” Hence the Primitive Chriſtiang 
who-conld not- be conſtrained to ſfivear 
8:43 jura- by the Genins of Ceſar, did not yet; in 
mw, fecur 12" compliance with- the uſual pradh 
Iefaram, irs {criiple to ſwear by their health, or ſaft 
Per Jalurem $y; that'is, to expreſs their wiſhing it, 
of anguſtior with'appeal to God's teſtimony of ps 
— omnibur 4*%--{incerity therein 3 as Joſeph may becon: 
Wl. $2. | Ccivedto have ſworn * by the life of Phe 
*Gen-42-15, #a0h,. Hence well might the peopletel 
oy OY ;, King David, Thou art worth ten tho- 
Jand of 4 5; (eeing the publick was f 
' + much intereſted in his ſafety, and: had 
ſuffered: more in the loſs of him, then 
if -a-myriad of others had miſcarried. 

-- The Honour likewiſe of a Princes 
the-glory of his People ; ſeeing it 
founded on qualities or deeds tending 

- to:thers advantage; ſeeing it can hard- 
ly. be-{uppoſed that he ſhould acquire 

| ' Honour without their aid and concur- 
2: .».”:. rence, or that he ſhould retain it with- 

out-their ſupport and their fatisfaCtion, 
And.as the chief grace and beauty of a 
| . P:o1.4, 9 body as In the. head,. and the faireſt or- 


'naments 
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| The Tenth Sermon. 
ments of the whole are placed there ; 
is any Commonwealth moſt digni- 
Wd and beautified by the reputation of 
2D, T ce, 
The Wealth and Power of a Prince 
we the ſupports, and ſecurities of a 
te; hethereby being enabled to up- 
old and defend its ſafety, its order, ts 
ce ; to protect his people from tor- 
injuries and invaſions 3 to ſecure 
tem from inteſtine broils and factions; 


toying them. 
The Proſperity of a Prince is in- 
<p from the proſperity of his 
lez they ever partaking of his 
krtunes, and thriving or ſuffering with 
Wm, For as when the Sun ſhineth 
nghtly, there is a clear day, and fair 
weather over the world : ſo when 
4 Prince is not over-clouded with 
averfity , or diſaſterous occurrences, 
be-publick State muſt be ſerene, and 
\ + 7 ſtate of things will appear. 
Then is the Ship in a good conditt- 
M, when the Pilot 1n open Sea, 
i, fall fails and a brisk gale, chear- 
Uy ſteereth on toward his deſigned 
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Eſpecially the Piety and Goodneſs of 
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vrepreſs outrages and opprefſions an- Plal.92.4—= 
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Flexibiles 1n quamcungue 
parterm ductmur 4 Proxeepes 
atque, ut itd ditam ſequa- 
£65 ſumus. 'Hutoemm cha- 
rr, hauic probats efſe cuptnmids; 
guod fruftra ſperaverimt diſ- 
ſimiles. "Ebque obſequis com- 
tinuatione pervenumus, ut 
proje omnes hommes uniue 
mortbus ui vammns. b2 

q ; ' Plin, Pazeg. 


Vita Prencipis cenſurs eſt, 
ehque perpetua; ad hanc 
arigimur, ad bant comver- 
grime , nec tam imperio uwo- 
bis opus eft, quam exemplo. 

Py | Ibid. 

* Ecclus 10. 2, 


er is the 


Prov, 20. 3, 


The Tenth Sermon. ; 
a Prince is of vaſt cotiſequerice' 76g! Ls 
yieldeth infinite beriefit to his [ 
For, Vita Principts 


County, 
Pri Co 
eſt, The life of a Pritice ig 
a calling of other mens lives 
to an account. His * Exam 
ple hath an unſpeakable in- 

uence ot! the manners of 
his' people, who are apt in 
all his garb, and every faſhi- 
on to imitate him. His Prae- 
tice is tore powerful tha 
his Commands, and often 
doth 'controll them: His 
Authority hath the great 
{troke in encouraging Ver- 
tue, and checking Vioe, if 


it bendeth that way ; the diſpenſation 
of honGurs and rewards, with the in- 
fliction of ignominies and corre&ions, 
being in' his hand, and paſting fromit 
according to hisinclinations. jr 

ield of innocence, the fence 
of right, the ſhelter of weakneſs and 
hmplicity againſt violences and frauds 
His very Look (a ſmile or a frown of 
his countenance) is ſufficient to advance 
goodneſs, and ſuppreſs wickedneſs ; 2c 
cording to that of Solomon, A King ft- 
ting in the throne of judgment ſeattereth 


1s Pow- 


away 
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FA pe all evil with his ezes. His Goodneſs 
| q L God procureth: his favoar,-and 
i Opener deduceth from Heayen all 
* :: # kinds of bleſiings on his people. And 
: If choſepolitick Aphoriſms of the Hſe 
- | wor be true, That righteouſneſs exalteth Prov-14. 3,4. 
. | amation, and eſtablifheth a throne; That uf oy a _ 
| when it goeth well with the righteomy the Prov. 11. 10, 
p rejoyceth 5 and abe ſame by. the blef "*: 
{ing of the npright is exalted: then ypon 
his inclinations to Vertue, the advance- 
nent and ſtability of publick welfare 
do mainly depend. So for inſtance, 
how did Piety flouriſh in the times of 
Dad, who loved, tayoured, and practi- * 
&d it ? and what abundance of proſperi- * $3 7 9- 
1 did attend it > What ſhowrs of ble(- 
3 ( what peace, What wealth, what (Pal-72. 7.) 
edit and glory ) did God then pour 
fown upon 1/ra/ ? How did the good- 
n&& of that Prince tranſmit favours and 
mercies on his Country till a long time 
Fer = _ How often did God ( » Saw. 7. 16. 
profels for bis ſervant David's ſake to pre- 1 King, 11. r3, 
ef deb from Scltrattons ſo that II 33. 2. 


yen in the days of Hezekiah, when the & + 


ow; of Aſſj14: didinvade that Country, 

bod. by the mouth of 1aiah declared, I 16. 27. 35. 
will defend this City to ſave it for mine (* £03 1k 
wr ſake, and for my ſervant David's ſake.* '** 

þ 2a Aa 4. We 


repreſentation of 'thingsin 
,- there is a kind of moral 

/ connexion, or'a communication of me. 
| rit and guilt,” between Prince and Peo- 
ple; ſo that mutually each of them is 

| rewarded for the Vertues, each.is punt 
n ſhed'for the Vicesof the other. 'As for 
the iniquities of a People, God with! 

draweth from their Prince the free com- 
murnications of his Grace and of his Fa- 

vour, (ſuffering him to incur fin, or 

to fall into misfortune ; which was the 


wa een 
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- We may indeed obſerve, that, aceoy, 
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$ King. 23.25. 
| Was 3- 1, &c, 
Sr EE 


Þcut. 28, 36, 
WW 


caſe of that incomparably-good King 
Joſiah, and hath been the fate of divers 
excellent Princes, 'whom God hath ſnat- 
ched away from people unworthy of 
them, or Rurar 19:.24 ſuch a people 
in common calamities ; according to the 
rule propounded in the Law, ot Gods 


dealing with the 1/74e/ttes in the caſe of 
their diſobedience 5 and* according to 
' 1am. 12.25. that of Samuel, If ye ſhall do wickedh, 

Tings ” .) ye ſhall be confumed , both ye and your 
King) fo recprocally, for the milde- 

| meanours of - Princes,''{ or in them, and 

3 King-11-33- by them, ) God doth chaſtiſe their peo- 
x King. 15.30. ple! | For what confiifions in T/reel did 


2 King 17. 2x, thE' offences '0f * Solomon create? what 
þ FD 


+ miſchicts' did rflue thereon from Ferobo- 
1's : 5, <4 A 


ans 
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Ys wicked behaviour > How did'the 
ns: of \Manaſſeh ſtick to his Country, 
ae that even after that notable Re- 


tion wrought by. Foſtah, it is faid, 
from” the fierceneſs of his great wrath, 


Judah, becauſe of all the provocations 
wherewith Manaſſes had provoked him £2 


wherewith* his anger was kindled againſt” 


2683 "Y 
» of > 
F . 


Notwithſkanding the Lord turned not » King, 13.36. 


And: how forely, by a tedious three 252m 21. 1. 


yars famine, did God avenge Saul's 
eruelty towards the Gibeonites # 
»'/Nor are only the fins of bad Princes 


affixed to people conſpiring with them ( Jer. 32. 32.) 


inimpiety 3 for even of King Hezekiah 


it is aid, But Hezekzah rendred not again 2 Chr. $2. 25. 


wcording to the benefit done unto him ;; 
fir bis heart was lifted up : therefore 
there was wrath upon him, and upon Ju- 


| Gab and Feruſalem. So the pride and in- 


gratitude. of an excellent Prince were 
avenged on his Subje&s. And when 
good 'King David ( God averting his 
Grace from him ) did fall into that ar- 


rogant tranſgrefiion of counting his for- 
ces, that, as' Joab prudently foretold, 
became 4 cauſe of treſpaſs to Iſrael © 1 Chr. 11. 3,5 
and (God ( faith the Text ) was dif 
Pleaſed. with this thing, therefore he ſmote 


David 


Iſrael, 


# Tam. 24. 1« 


Ofſal. 33. 15. 


. Prov. '21. Is 


s Y : 4 \. ' 
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| - \;Devid indeed ſeemed to apprehend 
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x Chr. 21.17. 


and their King's 
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fome miquity-m this proceeding, 
Gelating thus; 17.4 ave I rhet commer 


the people to be numbred £ even I i j; 4 


that have ſinned, and done evil indeed ; 
hat as for theſe ſheep, what have they done? 
But God had no. regard to hs plea, nor 
returned any anſwer to it : for indeed 
God's wrath began with the People, 

Zn was but a judgment 
executed on them; for, 1he' anger (i 
1s faid ) of the Lord was kindked againf 
Jfraeh, (by their fin ſurely, which is the 
only incentive of Divine wrath, ) and 
he moved David againſt them, to Jay, Go 
mumber Iſrael and Judah. 

So indeed itis, that Princes are bad, 
that they mcur great errours, or com- 
mit notable treſpaſles, 1s commonly 1m- 
putable to the fault of Subjects ; and 8 
2A juſt judgment by Divine Providence 
laid on them, . as for other provocations, 
{o eſpecially for their want of Devotion, 
and neglecting: duly to pray for them. 
For if they conſtantly with hearty (in- 
cerity and earneſt fervency would 
their behalf ſue to God, who faſhioneth 
all the : hearts. of men , who eſpecially 


:holdeth the hearts of Kings .in bis hand, 


and turneth them whither-ſoever he. will 3 
> | " 


ou Go -<SoOGa 7 yd - 
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TT The Toth Sermon. 
*ad Fo reaſotiably might preſume, that God 
by his Grace would dite& them mto 
the right way, and incline their hearts 
» goodneſs; that he would accompliſh 
& own word in the Prophet, 1 will: 60+ 19. 
mike thy Officers peace, and thine Rxac- | 
ths righteonſneſs 5 that we might have 
gecalion to pay thankſpgivings like that 
ef Ezra, Bleſſed be the Lord God of our Ft 7 27+ 
fwbers, who hath put ſuch things as this 
(i m the King's heart, to beantifie the houſe 
o if the Lord, which is at Jernſalem. 
ie } © Weare apt to impute the 11] manage- 
's ment of things, and the bad ſucceſs 
V | waiting on it, unto Princes, being in 

appearance the immediate Agents and 
Inſtruments of it ; but we commonly 
- 
| 


do therein miſtake, not conſidering that 
our ſelves are moſt guilty , and bla- 
mable for it; that it is an impious peo- 
ple which maketh an unhappy Prince 
that their offences do pervert his coun- 
fels, and blaſt his undertakings; that 
their prophaneneſs and indevotion do 
mcenſe God's diſpleaſure, and cauſe 
tim to deſert Princes, withdrawing his 
pracious condu& from them, and per- 
mtting them to be miſs-led by tempta- 
_ tion, by ll advice, by-their own infir- 
mities, luſts, and paſhons, into _— 
t 


x 


YE TY 4 
4 To o a ol [1 
_ p &'F7 "4 ” «] 
s - »; * . - k 
4 8 1 . F | ct 
oy > co oy N _—- * » 4-5 
4 v \ - 4 . 
de E, 5s _ » J 
Ys O . 6 ” 
=. . - —_ v 
ent. i 
" d *. 7 
- 
1 | . 
: . 


fit to puniſh a naugh le... 
| Pal, x06, 32, theſe =_ the wg Moſe: bi ſpea- 
39- king unadviſedly with his lips, and that 
it went ill with him for their ſakes : of 
Exof 3 Aaron's forming the molten Calf; of 
?” Davids numbring the people; of Jo 
ſiab's unadviſed enterpriſe againſt Pha. || 

raoh Neco ;, of | Zedekiab's rebellion a- 

inſt the Afjrians, ( notwithſtandi 
the ſtrong difſuaſions of the Prophs 
eremy; ) concerning which it- 1s ſaid, 
2 King. 24-20 For through the anger of the Lord it came 
to paſs in Jeruſalem and Judah, until be 
bad caſt them out from his preſence, that 
Zedekiah rebelled againſt the King of 

Babylon. 

Conſidering which things, it is ap- 
parent, that Prayer for our Prince is a 
great office of Charity to the. Publick ; 
and that in praying for his ſafety, for 
his Honour, for his Wealth, for his Pro- 
ſperity, for his Vertue, we do in effec 
pray for the ſame Benefits reſpe&tively 
to our Country; that in praying for 
his Welfare, we do in conſequence pray 
for the good of all our Neighbours, 
our Friends, our Relations, our Fami- 
lies, whoſe good is wrapped in his 
Welfare, doth flow from it, doth hang 


PP0N it. 


SY 
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+ Weare bound;  andit is a very noble 

mece of Charity, to love our Country, 

| «ir to defire and carneſtly'to fur- 

rits happineſs, and therefore to pray 

itz according to = advice and "IS 
matice of the Pſalmiſt, O pray for the 3/4122. 6. 
Karo Jeryar hy ll yr tht 
love thee. Peate be within thy walls, and PAL 13% 7: 
proſperrty 


"within thy palaces, We are 
obliged more eſpecially upon the high- 
eſt accounts, with deareſt affection to 
love the'Church, (our Heavenly Com- 
monwealth, the Society of our Spiritual 
Brethren, ) moſt ardently to tender its 
'pood., and ſeek its adyantages 3 and 
therefore moſt urgently to ſue for God's 
favour: toward it: being ready to fay 
after David, Do good,” O God, in thy 
wd-. pleaſure to Sion, build the walls of 
Jeruſalem, Ariſe, O Lord, and have mery- Pal. 10: 13, 
ty upon Sion ;, for the time to favour her, Cf. 61.1--) 
yea the ſet time is come. Now theſe du- 
ties we-catunot more eaſily, more com- 
pendioully, or more eftectually dil- 
charge, then by earneſtly praying for 
our Prince; ſeeing that if wedo by our 
Prayers procure God's favour to him, 
we do certainly draw it on the State, 
and the: Church. If God, moved by 
our deyout importunitics,. ſhall pleafe * 
| to 


OY EN I * 7 Sed S' : | 


Plal. Sl, 18, 


$66. The Thuth:Serwini; 
to guard his Perſon from dangers, and 
to grant hin: a loyg.life 3. to endue hiy 
fear ary _ zeal of furthering 
publick. , of ;favouring . piety, of 
lbotnenatdng ſing if "ed bog 
'vouchlafe to infpire.him with Wiſdom, 
and. to guide his counſels, to bleſs his 
ings, and to crown ' his: under 
takings with good ſucceſs : \then' aſſy- 
redly we have much promoted the pub- 
lick intereſt; then infallibly, -together 
with theſe, all other bleflings ſhall de- 
{cend 'on us, all'good will flouriſhin our 
Land. This was 'the-ancient practice of 
Chriſtians, and directed to 
this end. For, * We(fath 
Luf#antins to Co 


——— -_ 
; : 
&; Jo 


| Pla, 21.4 


* Cui 0s qu0tidianis. pre- 
cibus ſupp licsinin, «t te In- 
 primis , quem rerium cuſto- 


dem voluct eſſe , caftodiat ; 


| deinde, inſperer 161, volun- ' 


. . 7 
 gatem, qug ſemper ih amo- 


7e/ Divani nommiws perſeve- 


re; quod eftomnibns ſalut «- 
res © tibs ad felicitatem, 
' O& nobis ad quietem. Lat. 


7.26, 
inthe love of 
tery'to all, hath to thee for thy | happineſs, 
and to us for our quiet. » 


4: Wherefore conſequently our own 
* interelt', ang. Charity to our 


with daily prayers.do ſuppli- 
cate God, that he would frſf 
of all keep thee, whom ke bath 
willed to be the. keeper of 
things ; ther: ' that -he- would 
mujprre tato of a. will; where+ 
y thow. mayeſt ever : perſevere 
God's Name ; mhieh 7 ſals- 


an oe atm = > DB £2. 60 = => >  _ SR 347 8 233 05 


ſelves 


ſhould 


We being nearly concerned in his web 
Tige, as, parts of the-publick, and as en- 
aying Many private ———_ there- 
ws wecannot but partake of his good, 
me cannot but ſuffer with him. We 


t live quietly, if our Prince is 


7 


tebe unfortunate 3 we can ly live 
xtuouſly, if Divine Grace do not in- 
dine' him to favour us-therein, or at 


fir Kings — that we may lead a quaet 
ad peaceable A in all godlinefs and ho- 
why. Upon ſuch an account God did 


_— Cen ET SCEESSaSOmWSLES 


fire of that Heathen State, under which 


= *, © — wo_x_ 
= 


he, the. peace of the City, whither I have 
uſed you to be carried away captives, 
ad pray unto the Lord for it ; for in'the 
Jeace thereof ye ſhall have peace. And 
or the like cauſe the Chnlſtians of old 

deemed themſelves bound to pray for 

tie Gentile Magiſtrates; ac- 


ould diſpoſe us to pray for our Prince. | 


3 we cannot live happily, if 


367 


laſt reſtrain him from hindring us. weſtio «n 
This -is- $. Pals own conſideration: ?'*, 9% 


Commer a7 


| exbort you, 'laith he, to make prayers Princepsy. 
qui bonos efſe © 
patitur, qu dd 


Plin Pow-! + 
command the Fews to pray for the wel- ' 
they lived in Captivity : Ard ſeek, aid Jer. 29. 7. 


Vobiſcum enim concutitur 


cording tothatof 1ertulban, vimperomam's concuſſis etian 


We pray for you, becauſe with ceteris membris tjuw, wti- 


Jyou the Empire is ſhaken « 
and 


> and 


" = - _ . wh, - L , . 4. n - 4 - . % . _ 
%S 6 4; 
* ' - 
x 
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| n. .. 


& mos, Licht extranet - and the © other members\ 
Fs ena 4 being ker, ofurdy «| 
Apolie. 3m how far ſoever we ney 
" VEaf1; thought f om troubles," wi 
| found in oo place of the F> | 
Farther; j 
' s. Let us conſider, that SubjeQs ar Fl 
eheed in gratitude and ingenuity, ye 
itt equity and juſtice, to pray for their 
Princes. For, 
They are moſt tiearly related to Us, 
and allied oy the moſt { 
Ree ſciens '( Chriftia” cred: bands ; being confti 
ns 4 f, Jon 2 tuted by God, in his own 
ligat, & revereatur ; & ho». - room ; 'the Parents atid 
Ter Þ Ng _—_— — of their-+Coufs- 
ry 3 being alſd avowedand 
ns ted for ſuch by ſolemn 
Vows, and moſt. holy Sacraments of AE 
legeance: whence unto them - as fic 
we owe an hamble piety;a very reſpett- 
4 wrant per fi” affection, a moſt dutiful obſer? 
ewm, © per 
Chrifum, & Vance the which we cannot better ex- 
42” poi prels or' exerciſe, then in our hearvielt 
Majeflatem Prayers for thei? welfare. 


Imperatorisy + | 
gue FERN Deum generi bumano diligenda eſt, colends. Veget. ” 


They by God are deſtined to be the 
-. ProteGoursof the Church, the Patrons F* 
of Religion, the Foſterers and cheriſhe ; 
$5 of | 


tt Toh Seema 


Tz 
F..4 
- 

# 

4," Fo 

2 

» wy 


Church "i the Evingclical titties « W 
pi opheſicd, 4 ſhall" be RT 
Fath ers 5. "Thou ſhalt fuck the' 


Fiberctore to then, tot © only ag ther! 
gd Citizens, but peculiarly as Chriſti- 
is. we owe the hi gl Jury 5 5 and 
alequefitl) we mu pay the beft De: 
fon for them. . / 
'To; them we ſtand indebted for the 
of arg of common life : they 
do take rituch* cate ; they 


kd to manly hazzards for our advan* 


7 ſafety and quiet, we may reap 
fruits of our int Juſtry, we ray pot- 
{&- the comforts and' conveniencies of 
1 r.life, - with ſecurity from rapine 5 
rom contention, from ſolicitade, front 
"a feats of OR and outs 
_ Fo their induſtry ind vig .o.. urts 
R od we gt? the 7 a nes 
M0: ice, the'protettion 
| 5k Ince, the preſervation of {25 
ad Peace, the encouragement of 


NC 
TFT. : 


A 
. WW 
5 = T% 


*F\ «7 


on | 


ne, and” correction of Wicked- 
: for they, as the Apoſtle ielterhy 


? 


"S1 ath,. Þ Verwe, of Pjety : for of 


wdergo great trouble, . they are ex< 


Bb. "y 


Uo 


nd Ne 


TE '5 Kings ſhall miniſter to thee "wy t< | 


| 0 3 that inder their ſhadow we may Lam. 4. "Y 


EQ 5 | TILY - Shren Tak i 
370 - Thi "Ten Sor. | 
Rom. 13-6. US; are God's Miinſters, atiexdin rot 
Th tinually on theſe very things. The 
deed fo. attend, as to deny them 
. - ...andito forgoe much of their own eſs, 
ar pleafure, their ſatisfaCtion; being 
ently perplexed with cares,” 
tinually enflaved- to buſineſs, arid” fuk 
ject to. various inconveniences, ren- 
dring their life* to conſiderate” Spettz: 
tors. very little deſirable. 2008 
. . As therefore, according to ourLords 
bſervation , they are uſually ſtyled 
HenefsFoury, ſo they really ate; ever 
the worſt of them (ſuch as Clandia, of 
Nero, of whom our Apoſtles ſpeak) in 
conſiderable meaſure 5; at leaſt. m' com- 
pariſonof Anarchy, and confideting the 
miſchiefs iſſuing from want of Govern- 
OS xeazxcie, MENT. Ov K0Nexeig , 8H T0 Teglur: 


&s1% Tezy- The pratter is not flattery ; ( ſaith S.C 
6, 695, fo A himſelf + all A fe 
pools 6s a flatterer 3 ) but according to the rea 
Zr Tm, 1-of 7he, caſe we muſt - eſtcem our ſehr 
.much obliged tothem for the pains they 
ſuſtain in our behalf, and for the bene 
faes we. receive from thera, For het 
deed mult be a very bad Governour, t 
' whom that Speech of the Oratour Te- 
tullus may not without glozing be ac- 
ARs 24. 2,3.  Commodated ; Seeing that by thee ive en- 
19 


- 
_—_ 
_ « = 
"n vs * 
AS.» . 


Luke 32: 25, 


'The:'Terth Se.iman: | 
i" at quietnes, ard that wery worthy 
* Biked? are dome 'unto_ this Nation by thy 
 Ehevidence; we accept 7t. always, and in 
places, moſt noble Felix , with all 


| tha, what's os Gith of Phi- 
3; that #hey'' of all 


S» *? 
- JPpr : 


” Gith he, they could _ | 
it: reverente thi authors of ſo great 
tos 'as Parents ; that is, or ſhould 
far more true of Chriſtians, That 


Ware" ( 


to ule his words ) 


+ whic 


#Got ; the liberty of ſtu- 
: Ws Ons Truth, and 
Wierving God with ſecurity and quiet 5 
ineſtimable benefits, for the which 
are. indebted /-to the prote&tion 
| pas Therefore in' all' rea- 
teful' retribution of good 
| al of all good offices, particular- 
of our _ to be payell ts to 
n B Ent, 


— 


tle moſt ot able r or Mt o 44 adurrſu Meg 

ges pratiores want, 

_ to: Kiigs and nec impneritd, nullis enim 
og j beeauſe from plans praflant , quam quibus 

roy rengulte otro licet, '1tas, 


o& care they enjoy the lei- quibue ad 


ret, ard {ettrit = —— confert ſecuri- 
bs, o fo 4 of tas publicay neceſſe foorhe 


imtemplating, and Pr ati ng rem bujus bont wt paren- 
po things 5 upon - which rem colant--— Sen. Bp. 75, 


rOPoſut mona 


tinm wod inter Deos, 
rendreth us like wr , ? quod Deos facir 2 3 
Ibid; 


Wet is = with God, / Quikes eftimamus hee, a: 


The: Tenth: Seryion. 
abſurd, ſaith 'S, 
= ub | we -20t Pro for 
fupra My + Mþ 


: 

: 
T «5 
mM 
*.£ 


6. Whereas we are by Divine com» if; 
1Pet. 2.133 mand frequently injoyned to fear: and 
Ty reverence, to. honour, to obey Kingy | 


& AV 
talh ; \ 


Thy 7. we ſhould look on Prayer - for them-a 
'Prov. 24-21-" a principal | branch, and the neglef 
+ -- « thereof as a notable breach of thoſe d- 

_ nies.” For, whe 


As to: Honour and \Reverence, 'TY & 
plain, that no exteriour ſignification, Þ; 
11n ceremonious -unvelling or cringuig #? 
to them, can ſo demonſtrate it, as 
the wiſhing them well in our\heary 
Los ence racking reckon 
.drefles to the Divine Majeſty forithet | 
welfare. Then which practice ther 
cart beno ſurer argument, that we bold 

| "them th greataccountahd conſideration, 
And haw indeed -can,we much-honour 
them, for whom we do not - vouchlak 
fo muchas to offer 'our good wiſhes 
Joy them,.in pur  - 
unto: him, who - yequireth us. to ms 
them for all men, and particularly for 
thoſe far whom we are concerned? FF: 
Doth not this omifſion evidently. plage 
them in the lowelt rank, beneath, the 


meanelt 


by 4 The Tenth Sermoit. 

» Bibaneſt of our'friends and relations?" 
gt it not imply a-very flendep regard 
Thad to them ? 

ja {And as for Obedience, Prayer for Prin- 

% Bees is clearly an inſtance thereof's ſee- 
ag it may be ſuppoſed, that all Princes: 
SÞtcquire it from their Subje&ts. Not 
; ly Chriſtian Princes, who believe 
Bod the ſole Diſpenſer of: all good 
ings, and the _ —_— of- Devo- 
Eoin procuring them from him, ma 
bed = to exatt this beneficial oli 
21 Us; but even Heathens and Inff- 
my | from their dim notion of a So-. 
| s Meign Providence, ( which hath ever 
Sen common in the. World,) have 
2 an account. of this praQtice : as 
bay ++ that Decree' of the Per- 
a; charging his Officers 
the ewiſh E1d w.. with facri- 
: the. he, they may offer facrt- Ezr, 6. t8;) 
of fivect favonr unto the God of Hea- 
- aud pray for the life of the King, 
nd of his Sons. And that ſuch was - 
"Ihe praftice of the Rowans even in 


their Heatheniſh State , doth ap 
5 thoſe words of Plizy; We 209 Noncwpare 


th he, bee wont to make vows for the vets & pro 


aternitate 


ty of the Empire, and or the webs Imperti, (5 - 
re of Mk Citizens, Bb 3 for” the m_ HY ſalute Ci 


vVinm, im9 


+ 
: 
— 


— 


7 The Tenth Ser, 
ro ſalute the Princes, and tt: their behalf 
Princjum, i eternity of the Empire.” ' es 


{os pro ater- 
tare Linperit, ſolebamu, Plin, hers A 


Not only pious Princes with. a "TY 
ous deſire will expe& this Day's from 
usz but even profane ones 1n policy 
will demand it, as a'decent teſt 
of reſpett to them, and. a proper means 
of upholding their Statez that they 
may "Cem to have place in the molt 
ſerious regards, and ſolemn performan- 
&s of their Subjefts. So that to neg- 
le& this Duty, is ever a violation of 
our due obedience, and a kind of dif- 
loyalty to them. Again, 

_ 7. The Praying for Princes is a fer- 
vice peculiarly honourable, and 
acceptable to God ; which he will in- 
7" as a great reſpe& done to him- 
Deo vel pri- Telt 5 for that thereby we honour his 
Yeti, vel image and charadter in them, yielding 
tans gr- 3 
vit, cm fide- 10 his preſence this ſpecial reſpe&'to 
Tire —_ them as his Repreſentatives; for that 
Deo zenar thereby we avow his Government of 
axtore. Ve- the world by them as his Miniſters and 
6:5 Deputics; for that thereby we acknow- 
ledg all Power derived from him, and 
depending on his pleaſure 3 we aſcribe 
to him an fahocny paramount: wu 
a 


Bi earthly on we immpl 8 
bros d 1, that he-alone' is dice 
byercign-of the world, the King of : Tim. 6.15. 
8, 42d Lord of Lords, ſo that/Prin- 
are, "nothin otherwil 
nin ſubordination” to Temporone = Majeflarem 


Ce{aris ' infra Derm , ma- 
"can do nothing with- fa iam |" atone Dev. 


bt his ſaccour, do owe to Terr. apa. b. 33. 

hal their power, their 

lety , 'their proſperity arid welfare * 3 

t, obs thereby, diſclaiming all 

0 "bran ences z# ary ſor 0 man; WE P21. 146. x; 
1ntire anda to God's &118. ve: 

Nan ole confidence - in his Provi- 

dence. This ſervice therefore is a very 

nateful-kind of adoring our Almighty 

: XN z-and as ſuch S. Þ. ul recommett- 

it in the words immediately fub- 

yned to our Text, For this Gth he) : Tim. 3. 
F good, and acceptable in the ſight of < God, 

” 

8. Let us conſider, that whereas wiſe. 


—p_ our Piety and Charity, 
E 


pecially incline us to place our 


Devotion there where it will be moft 
needful and uſeful, we therefore chiet- 
ly muſt pray for Kings, becauſe they do 

moſt need our Prayers. 
Their Office is moſt high, 'and bard 
to diſcharge _ well or happy : whete- 
Bb 4 org 


Their Affairs. are [7 TY weght 
' and importance,, FOOrnS. anhyerabl 
Skill, an \ £9 figer and, wy 
them : wherefore, they need. 
Fountai in of- wiſdom and. PaWer,j 
EE 


TVECUaT? Hy 


LY for which ey de FF 
; They often. are. to EO ut 
matters of dark 'and UNcertaln.. 40 S : 


Alan they are to judge, un: caſe 
— >= > Hay intricate nature z the yhi 
peſolve prudently, or. to determir 
upoghly , no humane wiſdom bs _ 


| IT. 2. 
x I Pre th ; 4h the ole diſpe mp 

7 9.6. thegreat Counſelor, an rig 
Pl.7.11. F84g%: The wileſt and "bleſt of them 
*Y 2 Kings x. 9. \ Baron copray with Solomor, 7p 
EF (har 4: thy ſervant an u ps heart ,. 
( (2H) Jug! thy I ma diſcern rod | 
Ie; g and. bad : - for mbo. bs ahle 19M 
Judge this thy. ſo great a people # Thy | 

bp | » 


woman, 
yoda IT #60 2 Sam 14.17. 


ood ond bad. 


the might or induſtry c 
Fea A may fy wal 
ren no man previ 5 I Sal, 4. Y- 
1; 2h The race is not to the Eccleſ. g. 11- 
For the battel to the iy 3 with 
Bei There is #0 King ſaved by Pal. 33.16. 
þ prultitude of an "boſe. wherefore 
by need aid and ſiccour from: the Al- 
hty, to carry them through, and bleſs 
ar defigris A ſucceſs, 
are moſt expoſed to Dangers 


| Dilaſters;(ſtanding like high towers, 
© fo! obnoxious to the winds and tem- 
{ſts of fortune;Jhaving uſually many en- 
Jo 1s il-willers, many diſaffected male- 


£4 

, 

\& tents, many both open enemies and 
' qe? 

«TP 

$i 


* 


oc inſidiatours; from whoſe force or 
re: Each no humane providence can 
of gn them-:* they do there- 
proteQtion of the ever-vE 
5 nt Rope of Iſrael, to ſecure them: Pl: tes + 
pr, Except the Lord keepeth the City, the Þ PL 1271 


watchs 


} 


: 


" 438 ent 


"The Tewh Semong. 
watchman waketh but in vain, | 
the Lord preſerye the King, his 
his armies Furrougdiin $0 60 py ole. Ie 
They have the natural Infirmitie, of Wii 
other men, and far nd © men fe 
are ſubject to exter warp; | 
malicious Spirit (as in the caſe of 7 * 
of David, of Ahah, of Joſoua the * 
Prieſt is expreſſed) 1 is ever Fang or 
occaſion., ever craving permiſlio 
God tq ſeduce and pervert theti;” wy 
ceſs therein being extreamly conducible 
to his villainous deſigns. "The World 
continually doth aſſault them with all 
its adyantagesz with all its baits of 
pleaſure, with all its incitements to 
pride and vanity, to oppreſſion and in- 
juſtice, to ſloth, to luxury, to exorbi- 
cant ſelf-will and (elf -Conceit, to eyery 
ſort of vicious practice. Their eminen- 
cy of ſtate, their affluence of wealth, 
Eccleſ. 8. 4 their uncontrollable power , their ex- 
emption from common reſtraints, their 
continual diſtrations and encumbrances 
by varicties of care and buſineſs, their 
multitude of obſequious followers, and 
ſcarcity of Nba) nds to adviſe, of 
reprove them, their having no obſta 
cles before them to check their wills, to 


croſs their humonrs,, to curb their ul 
: and 


* The Tenth Germ. 


paſhans, are ſo : many dangerqus 
es unto ap wherefore they: do 
= meaſures of Grace, and 
-affiſtances from God, to preſerve 
om the worſt errours and firs 5 
» which otherwiſe 'tis almoſt a mira- 
res are _ plunged. 


y* 


E 
b 
of 
IC 
le 


to pardon them. 
"IT therefore upon ſo many ac- 


gunts needing ſpecial help and grace 
Heaven, cd neal key to 
we it thence for them. 

%Al Princes indeed do need them; 
Good Princes need many Prayers for 
bod $ help, to uphold and confirm them 
mtheir Vertue : Bad Princes need de- 
precations of God's wrath and jud 
ment toward them, for offending bis 
Majeſty 3 together with ſapplications 
for God's Grace to convert and reform 
them: the moſt deſperate and incorri- 
gible need Prayers, that God would 0- 
ver-rule and reſtrain them from doin 
miſchief to themſelves, and others. All. 
es having many avocations, and 
temptations, hindring them to pray e- 
nough tor themſelves, do need —_ 
men 


) 


id 
1 
of 
0 
1- 
- 
/ 
. 


&y are fo. liable to fin, '0 mim 
[dn ng muſt nr Iuently ſtand often in Te#7, 


wed of God's mercy to bear with them, ;; Len 


Selves; if we tender ha intereſts &f 
Trucks, of Picty, of common Good, wej 
conſidering their: caſe, | and "manifold 
-" need of Prayers, will not fail-earneſtly 
© to ſue ty chem 5 that God von a 
©: nevdfi] affiſtarice to them in 
-Hiſteation of their . high Office; i the Þ 
improvement of their great talents, in 
the: conduCt and maragnen of their 
 arduous'. Aﬀairs 3 that'> he 
would dire& them in. their per 
Contaſels, would back them HR. p 
ficult Undertakings,would protet mit 
Perldns from dangers, wouldckeeptheit 
Hearts fromithe -prevalenoy:of tempta: 
Tre wotld:pardon IE and 


he Hach ſpecial . regard to 

a more than ordinary care over them, | 
becauſe they have'z peculiar relation to 
him, ' as his « Repirtbtnatives, the Mini 
fitrs of his. Kingdom, the main inſtru+ 
ments of his:Providence, whereby - he 
conveyerty his favours, and diſpenſeth- 
his juſtice. to -men 3 becauſe alſo 2 


« Pal. 144. 16% 
& 21. 1+ 
*& Pal. 18, $I. 
(53. 11.) 
2 Sam. 22. 51s 
had [ng 21.1, 
Pciand 23* 


s 
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Ezra $. 22. 


IP 


he the world, by not Tvoking Hh prep | 
| "=o on thoſe who tmoderite j It urider 


| that fach Pra 


not ever prevail to 


The Tenth Seriion. 


aid ) is not ualified to rective Ry px 
700d from him: fo a 
*Cwhich difchimieth Goe 


is n6t well capab pable- of commort 
It is u _— all accounts true 
"ck Ezru ard, The hand of our God is 
pol all them for ood. us feek- bims 
hit his power and [ge þ is againſt all 
them hx forſake him, 74 if therefore we 
deſire that our Prince. ſhould not loſe 
's ſpecial regatd, if we would tiot 
forfeit the he bein ts thereof i to our ſelves] 
bn muſt confpite in hearty Prayers fot 
In. Ky 

16. Toe ind encouripe us in 
whichp prot” os farther nated 
s; offered Uuly; with 
frequency and ohltancy, with fincerity 
zeal, ) do always turn to' ac- 
count; and never want'gtlod's : the 
which if 1 it be not always ally diſcer- 
_ yet it'is certainly real';' if it be 
en as we j-— dere yet it is 
*AS ex nreth, or 

ate on 10n.0 thin $ 5 wh bear. 
"There may be impediments to a full 
fuccels of tlie belt Prayets;” they may 
Fae hs Princes com- 
pleatly 


1% Win $rmb 


iy good, 6f extreamly profpetous: 
| ty ſme concurtence of e1r own wall 
lrequilſte to produce their Vertue, 
rely - wotking "with irreſiſtible 
\ br fatal efficacy 3 and the ſtate 
f't or capacities'of Perſons, are 
" Be firly- ſuted' for proſperity. 
ſet are not ſuch Prayers ever wholly 
rin or fruitleſs :' For God never pre- 
beth means unavailable to the end 3 
tt 'never would have commanded us 
rly to pray forKings, if he'did 


wx mean to beſtow a good iſſue to-that 

prattice. 

"And, ſurely, he that hath prodſed to - 

hear all requeſts with faith, and ſinceri- 

5, and inceſſant earneſtneſ preſented 

.; {| tohim, cannot fail to hear hoſe which 
te of "fibh © conſequence, which are' ſo 


much honeſty and charny: In this 


taſe, ſurely, we may have ſome confi- 


4% according to that of S. Fohrr,This * Jon 5. Py 


i the confidence we have in hin, that i 
we mY any thing according to his will, 
us. 
© 'As thegood Biſhop, obſerving S. Au- 
flin's Mother, with what conſtancy and 
Leng then < ſhe did pray for her Son, 
ng then engaged in ways of _ 


, 
1 agreeable to his will, which do- include 


'. Nom-11. 2. pra ers of 


Fiers non po-' ff 
zeſt, wi filics #, 
| #ftarim Lacy ys 


welfare many good. _—_ Go car 
ſolicits, Fieri non poteſt, ut Tris fs | 
a nqu®: C-1 vo; 

You know in general the might : 
cacy of —_ what pregnant aflur 
ces there are, .and. how ' wonder! 10+ 
ſtances thereof.;accurre in Holy Scrig 
ture, both} in, relation to publck ant 
, private blefſ1 How it is often; pro- 

_ Mat; 41. 42. majſed;;-that Af things whatſoever we foal 
aik;-iti prayer; believing, we ſhall. rec 

Mar. 7. 8, dad that whoever. asketh; rectiveth.,..and 

he that ſeeketh, frdeth, and. to. him the 

knocketh;-it' ſpall he, opened : "How, the 

Gen. 20. 14. m_ of Abrahant | .heal, elech, 

nd his bony. of baxrenneſs 5 ow A 

| loſes: did.- quench: fire; 

i Cha Li. cure the,bitmgs Te the fiery Ser- 

oh vn ali how. the. prayer of Jollua did 

| Joh. 2 12. arreſt the Sun ; how the prayer ob Har- 
x Sam-1.10--- 

Luke 4.25- 74Þ did procure Samuel to her, as his 

Jam: 5-17» name doth impart3 how Elias his pray- 

trsdid open and ſhut the heavens ; how 

x Kings r7. the fime Holy Prophet's prayer did re- 


|, ab 34. ow a departed: Soul, and that: of p 
h . 4 
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lat effect the fame; and that of anc 2 6ns-4 
Jr Prophet did reſtore Feroboam's wi- Ting, 13. 6. 

+ ered hand 3 how the prayery of God's 

» Saeople frequently did raiſe them up Sq Deut. 4. 29--- 
of. far; and wher they cried wito the Lord Pl. gw 
| in #/ 7 trouble, ke delivered them out of & a 6,13, 
ies Bier difereſſer how the prayersof *A/a 122% . » 
. +» Jak —* a million of $7 ws 3 a "y "Po 
fi: taſe-of Fehoſbaphat deſtroyed a nume- ©! - a 

Ins army of his cnemics by their own 11— © 
ds; and thoſe of Hezekzab; brought * GER 26% 3 


0 | an, Angel from Heaven, to'cur off > = 203 
eAſyrians; and thoſe of Manaſſes.ye- 3h, 
aced him to his Kingdom 3 and thole 1;. + 33+ 125 
Ether ſaved her people from the £9416. | 
hink- of ruine 3 and thoſe of Nebemiah 9 © 2 © 
lined a Pagan King's heart to favour Pan. chap: 2. 
wpious defign for re-edifying Feruſa- 7,57 12% 
ond thoſe of Daniel obtaining {trange 


fidns and diſcoveries 3 how *, Noah, Fob, * == 1+ 
Darie!, Mgſes and Samuel, ate EL J tx 5s I; 
ted as powerful interceſſours with God, 
ad) conſequently it is intimated, that 
{| i! great things atchieved by them 
were chiefly done by the force of their 
-- And ſeeing prayers in ſo matiy caſes 
atefo effectual, and work ſuch miracles ; 
what: may we hope from them in this; 
wherein God fo exprefily and pirticy- 
Pis Ce latly 


laity'diteQcthmus to uſe them ?'Iif, oiyhly 
| Prayers can fo muchavail to our peoſy. hh 


nal and private adyantage, if the 14 
be very -helpfal ro 'vur Babs ay - 


much ſhall the Devotions of many:yau 


men, all levelled at one mark,” and x» Wi 
ming -at” a publick/Toft conſiderable ig 
' yood ;*be iprevaletit' with the Divine: 
Goodneſs? However, if God'beinaf 
moved by Prayers-to convert a Prince li 
from iall- fin, to-make him. do all the fi 
good he” mipht, to bleſs iam/in'all mat tg 
ters 3. y&t:he may thence be mdiicgedd, 
reſtrain'him from''much evil, to! keep 
him from being worſe,-or from doing 
- worſe-then otherwiſe would be'z'the 
may "Uiſpoſe him :to* do 'many »thing 
well, or betterthenof himſelf hewe 
do; he may -preſerve him ifrom many 
difaſters otherwiſe : 4noident . ' o-1:him: 
which' will be conſiderable effcdts of 
Prayer. [ 123223486 0 
11. Tfhall add but one general Co 
fideration more, which: 3s- this, +Tiat 
Prayer is the ohly- allowable: way: of 
redrefling our caſe, if we do ſufferby, 
orfor Princes, ©1297 | 1 1 Luk 
Areithey bad, or dor 


a. 


or do they miſdemean 

themſelves in their adminiſtrarion of 

vernment-and. juſtice ? ve may not: 
. any 


5X PEE cc qr TT ji=—=FDR 
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rfl yiolent or rough way attempt tote- 
M0-Siim then for a not accoun- 
le: tg 11s; ar liable to our corredi- _ 
» fla. Where the wor of a King is; there Eccleſ; 8. $3; 
hjomer 5 and who fbal{ ſay to him, 
hat doſt thou £ was the Preacher's docs 


[| aþ 
my Po they oppreſs ys; or abuſe us? dg 
uot Bly trevt us barſkbly, or cruelly perſe- 
ace Sizes? we muſt not kick againſt them; 
the Be ſtrive to right ourſelves by refiſtence. | 
ab Big; dpainſt a King (ith the Wiſe-man) 297. 56: 3 

eye i” 270 riſing ups and, Who (aid 1 Sam. 26.9; 


to 
® Bled.) can ſtretch out his band again 

Is Sit Lord's Anointed; and be guiltleſs 8 

be Bad; They ( Gaith 8. Part) that refiſt ; Rott. 13. 


j Mi teceive to themſelues damnation. 
«We mult not fo much as caſe our ſto- 
Y Ich, or diſcharge our paffion, by rat- 
"% Jig or. .cnveigbing againſt them. '. For, | 
if Boe ſhalt wot ſpeck, exnl of the Ruler of thy Prpd. 14.18. 
* WMeia Divine laws and.to * blaſpheme, » . pr. x 16; 
+ Jir-revile Dignities, is by S, Peter and Jude 8: 
t Fd, reprehended as a notable critne; 
0 We-oult not be bold or free in tax- 
Jig theit ations. For, 1s it ft, faxth Elj- Job 34-18 
#, te:/ay to a King, Thon art wicked, aud 
| Yo Provces, Ve ae ungodly ? and; to re- Plat. 85. 512 
" Boch tbe foatfheps of God's Anointed, is 
 ſiwplicd tobe an iengiens practice 
C 2 


We 


398 


Jade 16, 


Ecclef, 10, 
"I 
(1fa. 8 21:) 


Preacher's advice) ſo much as 


The Tenth Sermon. 
We muſt forbear. even complaining 
and murmuring againſt them. For, Mw 
mmurers are condemned as no mean' (a 
6f offenders; and the Fews in the wi 
dernefs were ſorely puniſhed for ſudfiac 
behaviour. #1 

We muſt not ( according to th 


them in our thought; or not entertain\lifh 
conceits, and ill wiſhes in our minds top 
ward them. | \ 

To do theſe ng 1s not only highſſt 
preſumptionin regard to them, (incor 
ſiſtent with the' duriful affeQtion- andiiilt 
reſpe&t which we owe to them,) but tn! 
is flat impiety toward God, and an in-li 
vaſjon of his Authority; who alonekh 
King of Kings, and: hath reſerved toi 
himſelf the prerogative of judging, «FU 


rebyking, of puniſhing Kings, whente 6 


findeth caule. 


Theſe were the miſdemeanours i 
thoſe in the Late Times, who in ſtead Yu 


_ of praying for their Sovereign, did 4 


mourand rail at him, did aſperſe hinn 


with foul — did accuſe hs 
proceedings, did raiſe Tumults, and kV 
vy Wat againſt him, pretending by rude F\ 


-force to reduce him unto his Duty 3 fo 


- 


uſurping-.on their Prince, or — | 
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aininhd- bimſelf, aſſuming his right , and 
\MyStino his work out of his hands; diſ- 


1 {oo 
e wi 
C 


4 


A Tec 9, or fear. 


Fer y alſo therein great profaneneſs 
mind, and diſtruſt of God's Provi- 
nce; as if God, being implored by 
Fayer, could not, or would not, had 
Sheen needfal, without ſuch irregular 
Surſcs . have redreſſed thoſe evils in 
urch or State, which they pretended 


Nothing therefore in ſuch caſes 1s left 


liphBlpus for our remedy or eaſe, but having 


con-xcourſe to God himſelf;and 
antfleking relief from his hand 
t tYahis good time, by conver- 


-Sag our Prince,or directing 
erfim into a good courſe 3 
 bFlowever comforting our 


te BGod's will. 


Abſit enim ut indignt fe. 
141m 0a nos pars que of- 
147, aut ultionem d nodis 
aliquam machinemur, quam 
4 Deo exſpetamas. 

Tert. ad Scap. 2. 


t Fives in the conſcience of ſubmitting to 


"This is the only method S. Pal did 


dnecribe, even when Nero, 
a Famoſt vile, flagitious man, 
+ aforry and naughty Gover- 

tour - as paberry a a mon- 
ſrous Tyrant, and moſt 


bloody Perſecutour, (the 
inventer of Perſecuti- 


_ Sie: DS ©” > " Ut: 


Cc 3 


Qus mon dicam Regum, 
fed ommium homimum, o& 
vel beſtiarum ſordidiſſimus, 
dignin extitit qui perſecu. 
Monem jn Chriſtiancs pri- 
mus 1nc4. eret 

Stlp. Sev. 2.40 + 


Mm, ) did ſway the Empire. He did not 
adviſe Chriſtians to ſtand upon their 


guard, 


39d 


arts, tO ra 


15a nos magis oriimus pro 
alute Itmperarorly , ab 0 


egm poſtulantes quj preſis- 


ye poteff, Et wtrque && di- 
Ciplings patientia Drume 4- 
gere nosy [atir mamfeſtum 
efſe vobus poteſt, chm tant 
0minun multitude » pars 
pens major civitatis cujuſ- 
g** » in "——_ & modeſtia 
#gjmme. Terr. 44 SCap. 2. 


Famndendo ſangumem , & 
atiendo magis quam: fact- 
ndo contumelias , Chriſti 
Prudara eſt Eccleſia; perſe- 
"F#F1gnibue ergvit, &c, + 
Hier, Ep. 62. 


moſt gloriqus proſperity. | 
Indeed, if,” not aſſuming the li 
4 to find fault with Princes, we w , 
PR the duty of ſeeking God fot his 
bleſiing an their proceedings 5 if, for- 
to ſean and cenſure Adqs'd 


bearing 


.'The Tenth Sermon, 
guard, to contrive plots, to ptotidy i 
iſe mutinies and infirre$'I; 


fer ſupplications, ' prayerſ 

and interceſſions far him,” 
the beſt means of their (+ 
rity, and comfbre. And thx 
was the courſe of the Pp. p 
mitive Chriſtians, uti 

their hard condition undet 
the domination of Heathen 
Princes, impugners of their 
Religion : Prayers and Tet 
were then the only Amr ff 
the Church ; whereby the |; 
lang defended it frat wiſne 
and at laſt advanced it 6 


2 


BY 


2 <0 "57" ©. 


| 


— 


State , we would earneſtly - implore 
God's direQtion of them 3 if; leavingto | 
conceive diſguſts, and vent complaints 


about the ſtate of things, 


we would af: 


f1duouſly petition God for the ſettle 
ment of them in good order ; it, 
{tcad of being ſhrewd Politicians, Of 
{fart 


toi m\ych matters, we would 
+ i devout Oratours and humble Sotici- 
ſa the Throne of Grace 3 our en- 
s ſarely-wonld find. much bet- 
Wx; toward» publick advantage ;; 
rol might, do: moxre- Ht 
axcloſets by a - hearty - wilhes wkte- 


0 of 


Iyet 


Fv 


yh 


ling Politieks-1n corners. 


f 
by » 


There are great contrivances-t0 ſet- 
ru every one hath his made! of 
date," or method of: Palicy, t@ commu 
wete for ordering the States.each is 
for his own Ganceit, and apt to 
be diſpleaſed with thoſe who; 'diflent 
hom:-him : but it is,”-as the faireſt-and 
meſt, {o the ſurcſt and likelieft way of 
crc things to a firm compoſure, 
(without more a-do, letting the world 
glone to move an its own hindges; and 
got- impertinently troubling our {elves 
| J arathess with the candudt of it, ) fam- 
| Phe: requeſt of Almighty God, the 
gn Gavernour ”. Ge Diſpoſer 

things, Sake he would lead his own 
Vicegerents in the management of 'the 
charge by himſelf committed to; them, 


- 
hen 
hel 
ar 


F 
w/ 
it 
t6 


0 ws. there, then. by all our tatthpg- or 
} 


| 


Be careful for nothin + but in every Phil. 4. 6, 
fu 


thing. ; by prayer an pplication with 
tharkegioing, kt your | requeſts be made 
| Cc 4 known 


FT FI 


CY LN - x5 TIS : 


39% 


? Corffl. 


Apoſt. 
8. 13+ 
2+ 57. 
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known to God, is a'rule 'very applicahi'} io 
to this caſe. - | | Ppt pr 

As God's Providence is the only ſire | Chi 
ground of our confidence, or hope for | aff 
the/preſervation of Church and State, 4 
or for the- reſtitution of things into x 
ſtable quiet: ſo it: is only our hearty 
Prayers, joyned - with- a. conſciencious L 
obſervance of God's Laws, whereby ye || fi 
can incline - Providence to favour ug, Þ| plc 

et 
| 
ſ 
t 
] 
| 


By them alone we may hope to fave 
things from finking into diſorder, we 
may afſwape the factions, we may-de- 
feat the machinations againſt the pubs 
lick' welfare. | 

12. Seeing then we have ſo many 
good arguments and motives inducing 
to pray for Kings, it is-no wonder, that, 
to back them, we may alſo allege the 
praQtice of the Church, continually in 
all times performing this duty in its moſt 
Sacred Offices, eſpecially in the celebra- 
tion of the Holy Communion. 
' 'S: Paxl indeed, when he faith, I ex. 
hort firſt of all, that prayers be made; 
doth chiefly impoſe this Duty. on Time- 
thy, or ſuppoſeth it incumbent on the 
Paſtours of the Church, to take ſpecial 
care, that Prayers be made for this pur- 
poſe, and offered 'up. in the Church - 
bN's "+ 4 | joynt- 


ſire 


po 'Y \ 


pyntly b 


ertullian doth 
fir all the Emperours , that: 


would grant them a long 
1, 4 ſecure Reign, a ſdft 


ly , valiant Armies, a 
faithful Senate, a loyal pen 
ple, a quiet world, and what- 
ever they as Men, or as Em- 
gerours , could wiſh. Thus 

addeth he) even for their 
x Pc and m dir Vve- 

angsof their ſufferings, 
2h Fol not fail to x 


The Tenth:Serition. 
bl all Chriſtians? * 
-  Fandacco ogy; the ancient ) 
ſia s <iſth ns, as 7 
zffure' us, did always: pray. 


: 393 
z Tim. 2. 8. 


Palycarp,ad Philip. ry 
Precantes ; ſum ſemper 
pro ommbics 1mper atoribus 
vitam lis prolixam, impe- 
rium ſecrum » domune tw. 


fam , extrcirms fortes , ſe. 


natun fideltin, populum pro. 
bum, orbem quiet , que- 
eungue hominis Cofaris 
ors ſuur.. 

Ters. pol, ca. 30. 


Hoe agite ; boni Praſules, 
extorquete animam Deo ſup. 
plicantem pro [mperatore, 

« Ibi 


Likewiſe -of the Church m-his time 


$:Chryſoſtozre telleth us, that 
all Communicants did kziow 
bmw. every day, both at even 
and morning, they did make 
fupplication for all the world, 
nd for the 
all that are in antkority. 


perour, and for - 


Kai quTo lonoy of ps- 
cal 1, Fes wvoY"* irgolu 1- 
Uk e29 HIST CU Yo $775gs x) 
& Tyoig Tos Vp Ty- 
To TS X0TU8 » % Cedars 
Xz ma vTov Ton \20 yn avjar, 
Telus da Thu now 

OO 1 Tim, 2. 1* 


. And in the Greek Liturgies, ( the 


| compoſure whereof is fathered on 'S; 


Chryſoſtome, ) there are divers Pray: 
ers 1nterfperſed for the Emperours; 
couched in terms very pregnant and rey 


f pecttul. 


If 


=: 
| "i of the Churches truckling under 


—— xy -» 
, 


the reaſon may be; for that a. ſuperk, 
 tiveregard 


Tie Tndh Sertini 
' If the Offices-of the Rover Chu, | 


4n latter times, ſhall ſeem! more; re 
tive or ſparing m-this point of ſervice; 


tothe Solar or Pontifical Au; 
thority (as Pope Hmocwrt IH diſtin- 
) did obſcure their. devotion 
the Lunar or Regel Majeſty. - But 
our Church hath:been abundantly care. 
ful, = wehould m moſt wr mans 
ner \diſcharge / this Duty 3: baving in 
each of her Holy Offices refed Ba 
pray for our King in expfeſſions moſt 
full, hearty, and: lively. 
She hath indeed been charged as 
ſmewhat laviſh or over-liberal of her 


. Devotions inthis caſe. But it is a good 
- fault, and we little nead fear aver-dox 
ing mobſervance of a Precept ſo very 
. Tcalonable, and ſo important z ſuppas 
-- fing that we. have a' due care to joyn 

- bir heart with the Churche's words, 
_ and to the frequency of Prayers for 


our Prince do confer a ſutable fervency, 
If we be not dead, or meerly-formal,we 
can hardly be too copious m:this kind 
of:Devotion; reiteration'of words can 
dv no harm, being accompanied with 


petjovation of our dclires, * Our Nay it 
© 


The Tmth Seymore t2 95 | 
Rf will bear us our in fach a prattices | 
the Apoſtle therein by variety of ex- 


refſjon appearing ſdlicitous, that abun- 
os of "ex, for” Kings ſhould be 
offered in the Church, and no fort of 


- 'Thete are fo miny General Thduce- 
ments to this Duty at all times ;' and 
there are beſide divers Particular Rea-- 
fons enforcing it now, in the preſerit 
ſtate-and- poſture of things. 


'  Tites of trouble, of dan- ' 


per, of fear, of darkneſs and 
perplexity;ofdiſtrationand 
diſtreſs, of guilt, and deſer- 


'ved wrath, are moſt ſeaſbn- 


Pal. ras; 18--- & 18.6 
& 77.2, &.86.7. & 118 5 
& 143. f.-—, & 109, 6------, 
Jan. 5. 13.' 2 Chr. 6. 36---. 

Inopt Senatus auxilis hy- 
maps ad deos populum ac 
Uorg Vertori---- Liv. 3-7. & 


able for recourſe to the Di- 


F- 16, 


vine help and mercy in Prayer. 

And are not Ours ſuch? are they not 
much like to thoſe of which the Pal- | 
miſt faith, They know not, neither will —— 
they niiderſiand ; they walk on in dark- 
weſſ all the foundations f the earth are 
ont of courſe or likethoſe of which our 
Lord ſpake, when there was apor the , |... _. 
earth diftreſs of nations, with perplexity 5 26. ; 
piers bearts failing them for fear, and ("8 19: 
for looking after thoſe things which 'were * 
roming on the earth 2 

Are 


% FEA 


Pfal. 107.27. 


 Pfal. 129. 5. 
OC $3. $a 


Pſal. 135. 7- 


The 'Tenth Sermon. 

Arenot the:days.gloomy, .{o that ng 
humane EQ ſee far, no wi 
dom can deſcry the iſſue of things? 

Is it not a very unſettled. world, 
'wherein all the publick frames are ſha- 
ken almoſt off the hindges, and the 
minds of men extremely diſcompoſed 
with various ns; with-fear, ſuſpi- 
cion, anger, diſcontent and impatience? 
How from diſſentions in Opinion dy 
violent fations and: feuds rage 3 the 


. hearts of men boiling with fjerce ani- 


moſities, and being exaſperated againſt 
one another, beyond any hopes or viſ- 
ble means of reconcilement ? 

Are not the fences of Diſcipline calt 
down? 1s there any conſcience made of 
violating Laws ? is not the dread of 
Authority exceedingly abated, and all 
Government overborn by unbridled 1i- 
cenciouſneſs ? 

How many Adverſaries are there, 
bearing ill will to our Sion? how many 
turbulent, malicious, crafty ſpirits, ca- 
gay bent, and watching for occaſion 
to ſubvert the Church, te diſturb the 
State, to introduce confuſion in all 
things ? how many Edomites, who ſay 
of Feruſalem, (both Eccleſiaſtical and Ci- 
vil, ) Down with it, down with it even tothe 
ground ? Have 


The Tenth Sermon. 
no I Have we not t reaſon to be fear- 
ri. | {i} of God's, roſt diſpleaſure, and that 
heavy judgments will be poured on us 


d, | for our manifold hainous provocations, 
a- | and crying. Sins; for the prodigious 
he wth of Atheiſm, Infidelity, and Pro- 
d 63 for the rife praftice of all Im- 
j- | picties, Iniquities, and Impurities, with 
2 || moſt impudent boldneſs, or rather with 


outragious inſolence ; for the extream 
e | Difloluteneſs in manners, thegroſs Neg- 
> | k&torcontempt of all Duties, the great 
t 


0 
Stupidity and coldneſs of People gene- 
rally as: to all concerns of Religion 3 
for the want of Religious Awe toward 
* | God,of Charity toward our Nei 4 
* | of Reſpe& to our Superiours, of Sobri- 
ety in our converſation ; for our Ingra- 
titude for many great Mercies, In- 
corrigibleneſs under many ſore Chaſtiſe- 
ments, our Inſenſibleneſs of many plain 
, Warnings, loudly calling us to repen- 
tance ? 
Un not all the world: about us in com- 
ſtion,cruel Wars raging every-where, 
and Chriſtendom weltering in blood ? 
and although at preſent, by God's mer- 
cy, we are free, who. knows but that 
ſoon, by God's juſtice, the neighbou- 
ring flames may catch-our houſes ?' | 


In 


197 


It, 43. Its 


Ho. 13: 4. 
Jer. 14- 8. 


- Tn fie isnot our-caſe palpably- 
the for any good compoſure or re-itj- 
ſtarement of Gags ry cre order, fo 
upholding Truth dr 
for um, Charity and Pane, te G1 os 
viving the Firit of | Piety, and bringing 


Vertue again intp requeſt, for 
ving State and Church from ahins wy 


can'/have no confidence' or reaſonable 
hope, but in the good Providence and 
meratul fuccour - of Almighty God ; 
beſide whom there' i 10 Saviour who! 
lone is the hope: of Iſrael, and. Savjout 
thereof in time of trouble : we | now ha- 


great cauſe to/pray with our Lord! = 
Piteles in the ſtorm; Lord, ſave a, 


-:UYpon ſack Confiderations,and ets 
whereof 1 ſuppoſe you are ſufficiently 


apprehenſive/, ''we now ef] y are 
obliged cameſty to pray - aprany Sa 
thatiGod in 
Royal Perſon , and infire his' Mind 
with Light, and endue bis Heart with 


Grace; andrrall things bleſs him to us, 
tobes repairgr of onr breaches, aud a re- 
florer of paths ts dwell in; (o that under 
bins we may lead a quiet life it all godli- 
reſoand honeſty. 

A have done- with the Fuſt Duty, 


( Pro-. 


would preſerve hs . 
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t ay ery pre 
j, The Oe r (Thenkagiving) il 
pa <q oped. not-periaps to do 


0 #o. do general Inducements, t 
ge-the fame, of very [like t0 
which are for Prayer; ;it- being plain, 
that -what-eyer we Are col [to | 
for, when we, want it; that we are 
;t0 thank God. bai, when. 'be 
foucblarthito beſtow its: And if com- 
ſhould dupoſe.ns to raſcns 
the Good of Princes era lacencez 
their Welfare be a  hnoades if 
bur ſelves lare-106e incith (and pars 
take great - —_ theteby.z if..in 

ty and: mgenuity ye! axe bound, to, 
ok x ; then, ſurely, we are much en- 
paged to thank Gbd,' the bountiful Do- 
nur of at, for his goodneſs; in confers 
rig at. c. 

JR. As for particular Victives, ſating 
the preſent Occaſion, '1 need nat by. in» 
formatian orimprefiion of them farther 
to ſtretch\your patiencez ſReing you 


cannot _o Ignorant ar. inſepſble of the 
grand 


7 "35 a £ bg 4 SY 4 © E. 
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x King. 1. 48, ©: Bleſſed be>God, who hath-i br rk 


__*Pfal.18. 46-— 


89. 22, 23. 


ph A OT CRC - "7 x” a © * ”- LI 
wy AC Lak 0 as : ; n : "2 
FL - 7 4 
# L Y g 
- 
. * 7 © 


pri Berftyby the Divi aodi 
ſftowed--6n' our King; and - -oh- 'out 


faves, which -this-day - we'are bong 3 
with all grateful acknow! cog © 
in fend | 


commemorate. Wherefore 
reciting tr trite ſtories, and urgin 
ſuggeſt to ; you, I gn) aeſt 
you'rs joyn' with me inthe 7* 
the Duty, -and in acclamation of praiſ 
to God, Even (o- - + © $6 


4s ſo/ Gracigus-+and Ben ES 
{the experiments of w Foy 
and Goode no Hi 
to fit on the-throne. 0 kis' ©'B 
tlier, and-fenowned Anceſtours. | 
' Bleſſed be God, who hath *protetted h 
7 i" ſo _niany :encounters; hath ſaved || | 
Hin from {6' many dangers and ſnares || 
wow delivered him from ſo great trou- Þ , 
© Bletſed be Gol, who kr ts wonder | 
Ril a mariner; by ſuch miraculous trains || , 
of Providence, did reduce him to bly 
Country, and recinſtate himin the | ] 
feſſion :of his'F iohts ; 5 thereby: vi "ll | f 


= = © Ao 2K  -< 


| Pal, g8, 2-=- ting hisown Juſt Providence, Farr 


hit Jalvation, A openly 'ſhenting his righ- 1 
nfo Ws —_ 
E 


PSnaT=; 0,KMES 


+ JS. 54 OO.” < 


The. Feath: Sermm. 4). | 

OO and-with .- 14 
did. reſtore, tQ 1s: Our antient, [_ 

Gl jſticurion of Government,: .QL 

= on Ik UL F 

reſcuir usfrom w tis an 

n gu Yoaks, from the infultings of 

ag and Iniquity, 1 WIEN 


1ONS and 5 ALY 

- Ever blefſed [art ho harkier- fo PTS "a 

md the captivity of $70 5 m9 Bin g016D 1 

our Church from the duſt, and —_ dts 

bliſhed the ſound Dodrine, the decent 

Order, the wholſome Diſcipline there- 

of; hath reſtored true Religion with (C ... .o.. 
(If. 3 ) 

tſtpports, advantages and encourage- 

ments. 

Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath gran- 
ed us to continue theſe ſixteen years in 
the ble fruition of thoſe Bleſſings. 

raiſed be God, who hath not caſt out 
a iprazer, nor turned his mercy from ws. 

Praifed be God, who hath turned our 30.11, 
beavineſs into joy, 'tath put off our ſack- 
coarh, and girded #4 with gladneſs. 

Let our , arr ſpeak the praiſe of the 
Lird; ard let all fleſh bleſs his holy Name 


Pſal.}66. 25. 


145. 21. 


for ever and ever. 


The Lord liveth, and bleſſed be our 18, 46. 
Roph; and let the God of our Jatvation be 
exalted. 


Dd Bleſed 


- 402: "The _ 
 Pral.92.18,19. "Bleſſed be the Lord God f Jarya by 


7 veth & Naw pe, 


| 
Uſed be the Lord «ow |. 
1aſting to everlaſtin ao Ha | 
19, Amen. Proife je the Lord, |. 
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HOLEFHT | PSAL, G 9,10: 
x | 4 "Ro Xs Bll fall de 
dere th rok obs for they, ſhall wiſe 


ha _ {be glad inthe Lord, 
in brim. 5 and all the. upright 


in art. ſha ' glory. \\, W 


"we ſhook ſarthabout "IO Cal 
" Patallet Wt Which we'do'now 
commemorate ,'we ſhould perhaps, 
nd otie more patly fack, theh 
c is iniphied'in'this Palin * 
ht Þ we would know the Duties in- 
embent on vs it+ reference to fuch an 
Occaſion, we could ſcarce better learh 
theth other-where then 1m our Text. 
With attention peruſing the Pſalm, 
We may therein obſerve, That ap! oa 
Auchour was apprehenſive of a defpe- 
Rte Plot by a confederacy of wicked 


ſpitefull enemies, with great ctafe 
wa p D d 2 and 


T 


SPED 


On Novers. 5, 


404 


Ver4i.5. 


V.1l. 2+ 


Verſs. 


. for preventing g the blow threatned by 


The Eleventh Sermon* 


and ſecrecy, contrived againſt his 
They,"ſaith he, enconrage: 'themſelvet in an 
evil matter : ; they commune of laying ſnare; 


prizily ; they ſa ſay, who ſhall ſee them e That 


I: 


- 


this deſign, ( whereof he had' ome 

glimpſe, or ſome preſumption, grand 
ed upon the knowledge of their im 
cable and a&tive malice) he dath.1 
Divine prote&ion ; Hide mt, fai 


he, 
rom the fecret conn he on 
kt ene of Lan pit 


Thax he did coy; in 
nz) Juftice {I the de eeponrne defy 
for ea fit aveng! 
God, faith he, ſhoot at theit wi 
an arrow; ' ſuddenly ſhall they be 
ed. That they ſhou themſclves | 
the dete&ours of their crime, al 
inſtruments. of the. exemplary-;pun 
ment due thereunto ; They PAs he) 
ſhall make their own tongue to fall- upon 
themſelogs : all that "ſee ther, ſpall. fie 
away... 

Sup was the Gaſes ; the which unto 
what paflage in the hiſtory it doth re- 


its 
m 
wW 
d 
y 
tl 
; 
a 
[ 
| 
{ 
, 
| 
| 


Jate, or . whether it  þelongeth to any 


we have recorded, it Fay not be caſic 


to determine. Expolitours commonly | 
.do refer . it to the cligns of Sau/upon | 
| David's 


OO "The Eleventh Sermon. 

Droid s life. But this ſeemi purel 
. re, not founded por any - 
pork or pregnant intimations 
the text, I ſhall leave that inquiry in 
its own uncertainty. It ſufficeth to 
make poet its pertinency, that there 
uch a miſchievous Conſpiracy, 
= Ea againſt David ; (a 
in whoſe ſafety 
publick "Now ma Aer ople was 
= pally concerned ; he being then 
of 1ſrael, at leaſt in deſignation, 
7 —_— in the precedent Pſalm, 


fm the peril whereof he by the pe 
dal Providence of God was reſcued, 
with the notable diſappointment and 
gievous confafion of thoſe who mana- 


, if not in degree) beareth a plain 
reſemblance to char which lieth before 
us. 

- And the Duties which upon that oc- 
cafion' are ſignified to concern people 
then, do no leſs now ſort tous; the 
which, as they lie couched in our Text, 
are theſe: I. wiſely to conſider God's do- 
ing; 2, to fear; 3. to declare God's 
work; 4. to beglad intheLord; 5.to 
5p Ged: 6. to. glory, Of which the 
Dd 3 Firſt 


,— = 


ew "—Y SY WS vT 


= The which Caſe (at leaſt in + 


455. 


endited in Sawl's ns is ſo ſtyled 3 ) Pſal.6z. 1 1, 


426 


Firth _ are repreſented 25 mare gg 
nerally.  Gancerning men 3 the otheragy 
appertamng mou meow harly to rights 
085.908 upright perſons, ; $611 
Theſe Duties it ſhall be my. endegs 
vous ſogaewhat 10 explain and preGin 
a manner applicaþle 'tq:the preſent caſe 
I call them Duties 3; and £0 warrant the 
doing fo, it is xequilize ta conſider,” that 
all theſe particulars may be wnderfſond 
in a-donble manner, either as dechuy 
tive of event, oras directive of practice 
upon ſuch emergencies, 

When God doth -ſa interpoſe hy 
hand, as ſignally to check. and confound 
miſchjeyous addr 3 K will be apt 
toſtirup in the minds. of men art;appie 
henkon "of God's ſpecial Providence;ty 
ſtrike into their hearts. a dread of hy 
Power and Juſtice, to wring from their 
mouths; ſatable - declarations and ac 
knowledgments ; and particularly then 
good tpen. will. be. aftected with pious 
joy, they will be incouraged to. cot 
fide -n God, they will be moved to 

lory,--or to expreſs A an 

tion in God's proceedings. Theſe e- 
vents naturally do refult from ſuch pro- 
vidential occurrences.z for: production 


of theſe. eyents ſuch ; occurrences are 


purpoſely 


x 
k 


: 
be 
of 
i 
i 
| 
t 
0 
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[ 
| 
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{ 
| 
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The Eleventh Sermen. 
Hy defigned 3 and accordingly 


are not by profane opjnt- 
ans or; affeftions much indiſpoſed) they 

| Ggommonly follow. 
Bat. yet they are not purpoſed fimply 
F yents, but alſo as matters of Duty: 
þ are obliged readily to admit 
impreſſions upon their | minds, 
_ lives, from the ſpecial warks 
Providence : ey are .bound, -not 
abs; thoſe natur: i abs not.to 
te thoſe wile intents of God, -at- 
mag at. the produdtion of ſuch good 


wu 


thoſe effets do not ſe as Often no- 
toriquſly they do. not in ſome py 
nen thereby do 3 incurre much 
blame. 

: Itis indeed ordinary to repreſent mat- 
ter of duty 1n this WAY, EX refling thoſe 
practices conſequent 1n effe, which 10 
obligation ſhould follow, according to 
God's purpoſe, and the nature of cauſes 
ordered by him. As when, for inſtance, 
God in the Law had preſcribed Duty, 
and threatned fore puniſhment on the 


mare preſuriptuouſly ; the meaning 1s, 
that fuch exemplary puniſhment is 1 
Dd 4 its 


CR and god: practices: whence . 
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diſobedient, it is ſubjoyned, Ard all the g.ue.i1p 1 
people ſhall hear, and fear, and do no *1z. 11. & 


I9, 20+ 


yoB The Eleventh Sermon. 
its nature apt, and its deſign tendetht9 
produce ſuch effects, although not ever, 
queſtionleſs with due ſucceſs, ſo as'ty 
prevent all tranſgrefſion of 'thoſt Tax, 

Is. 26-5 So allo, When (faith the Prophet) th 
judgments are in the land, the mmbahi- 
taunts of the world will learn righteoufut;: 

the ſenſe is, that Diyine 'judgments-in 
themſelves are inſtrudive of Duty, it is 
their drift to inform men therein, -and 
men ought to learn. that leflon 'from 


them; although in effe& divers there 


be, whom no judgments can make wj- 
ſer or better ; feb as thoſe of whom 

Is. 9.13: The fame Prophet it is faid, The people 
Jer. 2. 3o-) Furneth not unto him” that ſmriteth Mem ; 
< * pj and in another, i» vain have 1-ſoritten 
your children, they received no corre. 

As therefore frequently otherwhere, {6 

alſo here,this kind of expreſſion may be 

taken chiefly to import Duty. To be 

' gin then: with the Firſt of theſe Du 


ries, 


IT. We are ypon ſuch occaſions obl- 
"wy>? ged wiſely to conſider (or, as the Gre 

- 492267) rendereth it, owitvau, to underſtand, 0r, 
evrixor we to perceive, as our Old Tranſlation hath 
manuals it ) God's doing. This I put in the firſt 
place, as previous in nature, -and influ- 

| ential 


_ bo IRE - , a” as 


"The Elgyenth Sermon. 
thereſt : whence although 
pt hone it be knit to 6 EL 
ter all are to one another, by the con- 
parcicle ve, ang, yet) we do 
tranſlate it F cauſally; or te Pl wy 
mh fr , for they t perceive 3 kr: 
without dyly confi dering, and 
bghtly = fuch occurrences 
none of the other 
-Lpnnge can, or will be performed : atten- 
tive conſideration is 'needful to beget 


knowledge and perſuaſion, theſe to 


breed ection and practice. 

' There are many who, in ſuch caſes, 
are no-wiſe apprehenſive of God's ſpe- 
eal Providence, or affected with it ; be. 
uſe they do not confer, or do not 
conſider wiſely and intelligently. 

Some are very inobſervant and care- 
leſs in regard to things of this nature; 


ſodrowzy and heedleſs, as not to at- 


tend to what-ever paſſeth, or to mind 


what God aGeth inthe world: ſuch as 
thoſe of whom the Prophet faith, The IG. 5. r:. 


Harp and the Viol, the Tabret and Pipe, 


409 


and Wine are in their feaſts 5 but they re- PBL ab. 5. 


gard not the work of the Lord, nor the 
operation of his hands : that's, their minds 
are ſo'amuſed by wanton divertiſements, 
their hearts are ſo unmerſed in ſenſual 

enjoy- 


& 10. 4- 


Pal. 92. 6. 


Plal 73+ 22; 


The Fleench: Sermon 
cents, 29 no-wile to Pllereedie 


erica hs  Latay 
EDI] 

Enterta W talk. 
yer). out of {lg 


n{ider it, or © fac wh whence it '{prin- 

A a 3 contenting themſelves with nong, 
Or ale any perl accqunt, . which 
0; heck or PPE ſuggeſterh : like 
do take in things gbyious 

to their 4 and perhaps ſtand gazing 
on them; but do-hot _ 5 Any careful 
or 1nquiry "mo ther, original 

cauſes and realons 3 (as a dog, 
when he þiteth the ove ung at him, 
or as a child that-1s angry with the log 
hefalketh on) what-eyerappeareth next, 
to be the principal; cauſe; fuch as the 
Pſalmiſt again toucheth, when he faith, 
A. bautiſh wan kwameth wat, neither doth « 
fool underſtand this .:. and as he doth ac- 


| Coulee hide on one accafion to 


have wa s So fookiſþ was 1,and ignorant; 
I was 4s a beq  befare thee. - 
-\Qthers pretend. to conſider much, 
gnd ſeem very /jnquilitives”. yet (being 
by. vain-prejudices, or foul 
Hiſoaions) do-not; conſider wiſely, or 


well 


the lug underſtand thefe- matters 3 the-re- 


-.: Ihvog to \father:them an. wrong canes, 
d re. [i&ribing theme the meer eongudt : and 
ths Scary (windge, ar tolling on by 

8 AW 5 QNDY'2 
tle | caſual luGtuation of things; not deferye+ 
| r= 
| an S |S [AS 
it thoſe a. be Pfalms, who ©. reflected 
ke | 9 Proyidenee, as to ſay, How doth ad 
us | naw # aud is there knowledge im the 
Moſt: Hogh £ The Lord dath not ſee, new- 
ther doth the God of Facob regard it : 


# and profane conſiderers in all times, 


414 


27 talt of their care 'and-frudy abotit them - 


of vittble cauſes, hurtied-byr/a ,. 


Plal. 73+ II, 


Pſal. 94. 7- 
& 10,11, 


who have earneſtly plodded, and ſtrai- ' 


ped their wits, to exclade God from 
any wſpection or influenceupon our af- 


of 
al Þ ack as. have been the brood af Epicure- - 
5 
l, 


, | -+ Some indeed there have been fo very 
| dull and ſtupid, or fo perverſe and pro- 
fane, ' as not to difcern God's Hand, 
-when ut was made bare, raiſed up, and 


Iſa. 52. 1o- \ 


ſtretched out im the atchievement” of Exod 14.8. 


molt prodigious works 3 not to reade 
Providence, when ſet forth in the lar- 


Deur.26, 8. 
Ifa. 26. 11. 
Lord, wher 


geſt and faireſt print : fuch as thoſe of (/7, £77 *,.. 


whom 'tis (aid in the Pſalm, * Our fathers will not ſee, 
wnderfiood uot thy wonders in Hgypt-; 
and 


&c. 
* Pſal. 106. 7. 
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Joh.'12. 35. 


Num. 16. 32, though they beheld the earth ſwallowing 


| 39241. 
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and thoſe of whom 'tis obſerved in the 


Goſpel, Though he had done ſo many mi. " 
racles before them, yet they. believed not: |: 


fych as the mutinous people, who, al. I 


xp Corah with his Complices, and a Firs 
from the Lord conſuming the men tha 
offered Incenſe 3 yet preſently did fall x- 
charging Moſes and Aaron, ſaying, Te 
have killed the People of the Lord. Ng 
wonder then, if many do not perceive 
the ſame Hand, when it is wrapp'd up 
in a complication with inferiour cauſes; 
when it 1s not lifted up ſo high, or 6 
far extended in miraculous performan- 
ces. | 
The ſpecial Providence of God in 
events here effected or ordered by him, 
3s indeed commonly not diſcernible 
without good judgment and great care; 
it is not commonly impreſſed upon e- 
vents in charadQers ſo big and clear, as 
to be legible to every eye, or to any 
eye not endued with a ſharp perſpica- 
cy, not implying an induſtrious heed- 
fulneſs : the 6: & thereof are too fine 
and ſubtil to be :deſcried by a dimme 
fight, with a tranſient glance, or upon 
a groſs veiw : it is ſeldome fo very con- 
ſpicuous, that. perſons incredulous, or 

any- 
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t gy 2 
© Lany-wiſe indiſpoſed to admit it; can 
- * be convinced thereof, or conſtrat- 
* Fred to acknowledg it : it is often (-up- 
"* Jon many accounts, from many cauſes) 
rery obſcure, and not eafily diſcernible 
to. the moſt ſagacious, moſt watchful, 
anlbagy: obfervers. For, the: in- 
* | (ruments. of Providence being free a- 
gents, aCting with unaccountable yarie- 
q, nothing. can happen, which may not 
\» | £1mputes..to them, with ſome colou- 
” I nble pretence. Divine and humane 1n- 
ences..are ſo twiſted and knit toge- 
her, that it is hard to ſeyer them.. The 
manner of Divine efficacy is ſovery ſoft 
and gentle, . that we. cannot eaſily trace 


monly. to. exert his in a notorious 
may, but ofien purpoſely doth conceal 


Whereas allo it ,is nat. fit to charge 
| Ben Glee bank front. 
| JO.FVERE wherein ſpecial; ends of wiſe- 

dom ox goodneſs do norſhine 3. itis of 
<: hard to diſcover ſuch: ends, which 

lually,are wrap'd in perplexities; be- 
cauſe God adteth variouſly, (accopeling 
2 


tw. the circumſtances. of things, . 


the diſpoſition, capacity, or ſtate of ob- 
js) fo as to doe the ſame thing for 


ercnt ends, and different things for 
| S_—_ 


413 


ioorlteps. God defignerh not com-, 
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the ſame end": becauſe there are diff Þ* 
rent. ends, utto Which Providence Fr | 
yatious ofder ahd theaſure hath ivr 
Which our {hott a narrow. 
Kititior reach : dethuſe God, ih 

| ctitiortof hifends js hot why to pk 
cad: ity the tnoft Fob and ne 


cit 

Rog: S5 becanſs th 
diettcy of things ried oe 
fotri6d; oth "not confiſt it! fingle at 


ents, ir ting covfpiri 

SR etid'! becanſe 'we't 7 
r oþ eaiiots hot 

& the Ep: of thittgs In ot: 

. els Þecanſe we” i Ihe aft 


| ern :fach' as his' ola 
Kriowledge, of mens 
- rredey's tideftine de 
baron and" merits; 


ores 
= _ b5 Faomgnr ova Or 


bination of tmberefs canfes: becauſe 
{orbatittice fi doth a&t ih merhods of 
Wiſgom, and' by tes of Juſtice, _—_ 

paſting 


 r____—_—_—_—__—_—__p__C—_—C—_—_ REG R | 


> bur capacity "x0 _ either 
ie finiteneſ:of otiv tiature, orithe 
ne6 of 6ar-reaſ6n;” bythe meanriels 
y fate, and: circumſtances here 
f&al(s' the Divine [adminiſtration 
hath no Coltipleat deterniina- 
qurry here 3" that being! yt 
' yt Wy 'the great'day-of reckoritng 
ad judgtnient. It is firther dlſo'txpe- 
wt, the r= rope JK ol be 

azling! 64s, to our pr 
vt) 0 Exerciſe Den "hb: tO ' qui 
Sintiſtey; to/ efigape"its"uport ad- 
np; that- -Wiſedotn which we ar 
(-Upori ſuch accoutith, for 
k cauſts; which title will not vive 
wikave-to explaiti ! 'afid renin”, 
he ſpecial Providence'6f God 138 dftett 
gay, om (6-clear; that 4vith6ur 
and confid&tation- we =_ 


pareive-It;"; Bur , hoWever 
gay oordury ; und Tre yu e pbſe 


- 
p——y 


he 
in £* 
*þ 


at 
ts 
t 
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{Forour\Reaſon | was not giveniused 
| {ie idle upon {6 -importint oceal 
| | © that. ſhould be: ini = 
; | roarsof what God doethi rely, 
| | the Gdvermance of his Get: crea 
> | ture here \diſcovererh' his "Being, tind 

Giplayerh his Attributes] we therefore 
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Jer. 9. 2 


Hoſ.14. 9, 


EY Ard ahfoms, 


* ate ſhould Tear ould attend to 
the leaſt intimations of his pleaſure, To, fly 
bim- thence glory-- ſhould: deerne, » the: 
which who but we can render 2 and 
that we 'may render it, we:mualt know. 
obo ins, Eve ſup: 
port. of God's Kingdom, for upholding 
bis reverence: due to his adminiſtratian: 
Juſtice among us, it.is requiſite, that 
by. by yrs dipenlaon of- ——_—_ 
CES, encouraged, 
Diſedenc chegked.,: "very foolifi 
ore we maſt be, if we rogard not 
h difpenfarions.. nr90% 01 20) 
.So-Reaſon difateth, and Holy ks 
tare more phinly,:declareth our abli 
tion to odor, and perceive God's 
gs, - fa:is recommended to us 
as a fingular point of wiſedom : who 
A wiſe, and will obſerve theſe things, # 
L underſtand. [the loving-kindnueſs : of 
the Lord. pſy that glorieth, glory in 
this, . that he —_— death m_ -_ 


- , "I 


oe Im the earth, Who Land oi and 
e 


> cha we 


— =,” &Q m» = © = 2.2 i- x OO => 2.2 - 2 —— 


- The Eleventh Sermon. 417 
BY ball underfland theſe things 3 
J Bet 2 ard rw Far. Man For the 
> to: lays of the Lord are right, 8&c. We are 
di» Ihertently provoked thereto : Under- Pl. gg. 8. 
Mferd, ye brutiſh among the people 5 and, 
pfools, when will ye be wiſe? They are 

proved for negle& and defailance, pat. 28. 5. & 
bo do not regard the work of the Lord, 10.4 
wr the operation of his hand. The not Ita. 5. 12. 
co Providence, is reproached as 

'picce of ſhameful folly 3 A brutiſþ Pla. 92-6. 
win knoweth not, neither doth a fool 
mderſtand : and of wotul pravity ; (Ia. 26 11. 
*0) ye hypocrites, Je can diſcern the face beds et 
fthe Skie but how is it that ye cannot *p they will 
ern this tine 2 To contemplate and 21. _- 
dy Providence is the praftice of Marr. 16. 3: 
Good men: 1 will meditate on all thy yg, . .,. 
wks, faith the Plalmiſt, chiefly reſpec- & 143. 5. 
hy works of this kind : and, The works Pl 111. 3 
= Lord- are great, ſought out of all 

en that have OPleafare therein. It is a 
| matter of Devotion, warranted by 
the practice of good men, to implore 
God's manifeſtation of his Juſtice and 
Power this way. O Lord God, to whone Pl. 54. t, 2. 
rngeance belongeth, ſhew thy ſelf 5 lift 
w thy ſelf, thou Fudge of the earth. It 
5God's manner hereby to notifie him- 
IE The Lord is known by the judg- Pal, g. 16. 
EX SS ment 
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ment that he executeth. He for this ve; 
ry purpoſe doth interpoſe his Hand, in 

Pſal. 109, 27- that men may know that it is his Hand Ws 
and that the Lord hath done it ; that (vl; 
it is in Eſay ) they may ſee, and know |; 
and conſider, and underſtand together, th " 
(Ezck, y. 27.) the Hand of the Lord hath done this 
| and the Holy one of Iſrael bai 
created it, He manageth 
"= WEBS —_—_— that men may be +, 
He doth therepy conn brought to know, may eff 
and confound ill men, P/al. \ Fi Te nd edeeta , 
e 

: 

| 

| 

' 

| 

| 

| 


Iſa. 4I. 20, 


God thereby doth ſup- 
port. and encourage good 


9. 19,20. * P 4 * . 
He thereby doth infiru® authority, and . his equi 


deat in the management the 
Pſal. 59. 13- that they may know, that he whoſe Name 
& 62, <a * Jehovah, is the moſt High over all the 
Pſal.$8, 11, earth 3 that they may ſay, Verily there i 
a reward for the righteous, verily there is 
a God that judgeth the earth. In fine, 
the knowledge of God's ſpecial Pro- 
vidence 1s frequently repreſented as a 
mean of. nouriſhing our faith and hope 
in him, asa —_— of thankfulneſs and 
_ to him, as an incentive of the 
y eſt affections (of holy joy, and huny 
| ble fear, and hearty love) toward him: 
wherefore we ought to ſcek it, and we 
4 may attain It. 
 Thereare conſequently ſome diſtinc- 
tive marks or characters, by which we 


may 
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Ws vel flagy- perceive God's Hand : and*fuch 


Hand wy theſe be which follow,-( drawn 
Hard [fem the ſpecial nature, manner, ad- 
t (v]ands; and conſequences ofevents;) up- 
know, " which may. be grounded Rules de- 
»thtarative of ſpecial Providence, ſuch as 


thi; mmonly will hold ; although fome- 
tab gmes they may admit exceptions, and 
fa hould be warily applied. F 

} 

' x F Srents, compared with the, ordinary 
lis Y urſe of things, or the natural influ- 
ot ence - of cauſes : when effefs are per- 
£0 F formed .by no viſible means; or by 
« } means diſproportionate, unſutable, re- 
te mgnant to the effect. Sometimes great 
*1 JF exploits are atchieved, mighty forces 
#F rediſcomfited, huge ſtructures are de- 
I, J moliſhed, deſigns backed with all ad- 
0-J yantages of wit and ſtrength are con- 
bunded, none knows how, by no con- 
FF fiderable means that appear 3 Nature 
1 filing. up in arms againſt them z panick 
ic fears ſeifing on the Abetters of them z 
ij wfſenſions and treacheries ſpringing up 
'* | among the actours; ſudden deaths ſnat- 
©] thing away the principal inſtruments 


7. : The wonderfull Strangenefs of 


Pafe 


Tl 


of them. As, when the' flars in their TJudg. 5. 16, 
enrrſes fought againſt Siſera : when the p's © 0% 


Winds and skies became / auxiliaries to 


e 
/ Ee 2 Theodo- 


D. 5. 26. 


5 '42O .*:: The Eleventh Sermon. © 
1 Sam-9., 10. Theodoſpus olears : when the Lord thundered 

+ Sam: 2%: 14% apith @ great:\#hunder upon the Philiftine, 

: and diſcomfited them, and they were ſmit- 
2 King. 7.6, ters before Iſrael : when the Lord mate 
Plat: 535 the hoſt of Syrians to hear a noiſe of 
_ chariots, of horſes, of a great hoſt ; _.. 
whence .they aroſe and fled - when the 

: Chen- 29: childrens of Ammon and Moab ſtood u | 
againſt the inhabitants of mount Seir, ('W 

- utterly to ſlay and deftroy them; and 8 

when. they had made an end of the inha. | i 
bitants of Seir, every one helped to de- 
ſtroy -another : when the Angel of the du 
Lord . went out, and ſmote in the cam | 
uw 

ft 

F 

; 


whe 
4! 
be 
z 


2 King, 19:35: 


of the Aſſyrians 185000 men; and when 
they aroſe early in the morning, behold 
they were all dead corpſes : when the 
mighty power of Artiochws was, as it 
* Dan.8.35. isfa1d, to be broker without hands , and 
Dan.z.45, When, as it isforetold, a ſtone cut ont 
the mountain without hands ſhould br | 
in pieces the iron, the braſs, the clay, the 
ſilver, and the gold. Such Events do I} 
ſpeak God to be their cauſe, by his in- || | 
viſible efficacy ſupplying the defect of 
apparent means. | | 
Ny M - — —_ by | 
Vid, Artabani Orat. aþ we orces t feats are 
Herod Pots. p42.246. = ompliſhed, and impoten- 
cy triumpheth over —_— 
when 


| 
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ghen Cas the Prophet faith) the captives Iſa. 49: 25, 


| 


ered 

mee, | of #6e mighty are taken away, andthe: 

ont. | ey $4 the terrible is delivered : when 

ade (Ot #2492 (as 1s promiſed) doth chaſe 4 Joh 23. 10. 

; of | owe ond. and two .put ten find: to gs 7 


- when * a ſtrippling, furniſhed * : Sam. 17. 
acly with faith and a pebble, ſhall 4 

knock down a monſtrous G1ant, armed 

4, with a helmet of braſs, and a coat of 

»d | nail, with a-huge target, ſword and 

bs | ear : when ſucceſſes arrive like thoſe 

+. | recorded in Scripture, under the con- 

be | uit of Foſpna,Gideon, Fonathan, Aſa, Fe- Jug. 4 
” 3 wherein very ſmall forces; by » Chron. 14+ 
” ucouth means, did ſubdue formidable }” 1a. 19 17 
p : This doth ws that God ; 
e I doth interpoſe;* with whom (asit is faid) , _— 
it £ # is all one to ſave by many, or by few, 1Sam 146. 
q 

) 


— 


the 
'? 


| 


_- 


ad thoſe that have no power 5 whoſe po+ 
wer is perfected in weakneſs 5, who break | 
the arm of the wicked, and weakneth the Job. 12. 2. 
ſtrength of _ mighty, and delivereth the =_ ap 
= from him that is too ſtrong for & aq 
f | Alfo, when great policy and craft do hem TAP 
effet nothing, ; are blaſted of them- v%/ 11 
+ | faves, or baffled by ſimplicity 5 when 
; | cunningly-laid deſigns are ſoon thwar- 
ted and overturned : when moſt perſpi- 
| cacious and profound conntiliims are *2m-16, 31, 
EE {0 


2 Cor.12+ S6w 


S.. 
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.._ -_ fo blinded, or ſo infatuated, as tomil. fo 
take' in plain caſes; to overſee thing [# 
moſt obvious and palpable : when pms. fb 
-&-; fane, malicious, ſubtil, treacherous Þg. | # 
Bopay”  iticians (ſuch as Abimelech, Ackitophe 


&4' Ancre. 
de Luna, &c, 
"I et 


Aman, Sejanns, Stilico, Borgia, with ma- 
ny like occurring in ſtory) are not on- 
ly:fapplanted in their wicked: contti; 
vances, but diſmally chaſtiſed for them, 
Theſe occurrences do more then infi- 
mate-- Divine wiſdom to intervene, 
countermining and confounding {ſuch 
devices. For he' it-is who (as the Serp- 
+: », - taretells us) maketh the Diviners mud; 
Tr eurts . Tufreth wiſe men backward, and 'maketh 
Job 5. 13,13- Heir knowledge fookifh 5 diſappointeth the 
(Phl. 33: 10) devices of the crafty,” ſo that their. hands 


| cannot perform their enterprize 5 taketh the 

nou #2 wiſe in their own craftineſs, and turneth 

bn OT IOE o_ the counſel of the . froward head- 
= + 0Ng. | 

When-ever a juſt cauſe, or honeſtde- 

Uign, without any- ſupport or fuccour 

of worldly means, (without authority, 

power; wit, learning, eloquence,) doth 

againſt all oppoſition of violence and 

art prevail : this ſignifieth him to yield 

a ſpecial countenance and aid thereto, 

who (to depreſs humane pride, and ad- 

1Cer.1427,28. yance his own glory) hath ' choſen the | 


[ 
) 
1 
| 
| 
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kb things of the world, to confound the 
os and the weak things of the world, 
þþ confound the things that are mighty 3 


- | ad baſe things of the world, and things 


phich are deſpiſed, and things that are 
wt, to bring to nought things that are : 
(that are with us in moſt requeſt and 
_ Again, when Plots, with extream 
aution and ſecrecy contrived in dark- 
fefs, are by improbable means, by un- 
xcountable accidents diſcloſed and 


43v 


brought to light : a bird of the air ( 4s Eccleſ. 10. 204 


the wiſe man ſpeaketh) telling the nat- 


fer; the ſtones in the wall ( as it 1s if Hab- 2. 11. 


the Prophet) crying out Treaſon. The 
King cannot ſleep 3 to divert him the 
Chronicle is called for ; Mordecar's ſer- 
vice is there pitched on ; an inquiry is 
made concerning his recompence 3 ho- 
nour is decreed him : fo doth .Amar's 
crael device come out. Pity ſeiſeth 
on a pitileſs heart toward one among 
2 huge number of innocents devoted to 
ſhughter 3 that he may be ſaved, a Let- 


ter'muſt be ſent; in that, words inſer- 


ted ſuggeſting the manner of execution z 
that carried to the wiſe King, who pre- 
ſentiy ſmelleth it out : ſo This day's Plot 
was diſcovered. Such events, whence 
Ee 4 can 

- 
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| can- they . well proceed, but from the 
Pfal.121. 4.) all-piercing and ever-watchful care 


of 
ob 34-2I- him, whoſe eyes (as Elibn ſaith) are up- 


on the ways of man, and he ſeeth all his 

Job 34.22. goings & There is no darkneſs, nor ſhadow 

of death, where the workers of iniquity 

ob 26. 6. ce: JÞ4ll hide themſelves : For Hell is nated 

*- 4-9=og before him, and deftrucion hath no <- 
Am. 9g. 2. wering. 

Alſo, when 1]l men by.their perverſe 
wilineſs do notably betool and enfſnare 
themſelves, laying trains to blow up 
their own deligns, involving themſelves 
in that ruine and miſchief into which 
they ſtudied to draw others; as when 

1Sam.18.25- Saxl, expoſing David's life to hazzard, 
encreaſeth his honour ; when the Per- 

ſian Nobles-incenſing the King againſt 

Daniel, do occaſion his growth 1n fa- 

.vour, with their own deſtruction; when 

Dan. 6.24 Amar, by contriving to deſtroy God's 
people, doth advance them, and rearing 

a gallows for eHordecai, doth prepare it 

for himſelf: when it happeneth accor- 

P{al.ro. 2. ding to thoſe paſſages in the Pſalny, 
& 9.15- -The wicked are taken in the devices that 


& 2548. =: lng (fe ; /» 
& = 5. they intagined; In the net which they id 


& 7.155 3s their own foot taken 3 He made 4 pit | 


8 57. 6, ; | 
& dp and digged it, and is fallen into the 


* 5.19» ditch which he made; His miſchief ſhall 
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the | qrtrm2 port his own head, and his violent 
e of | dealings ſhall come upon his own pate. 
' up Theſe are pregnant evidences of God's 
and wiſe Providence: for, the Lord yg, 
dow | is known by the Judgment that ke execn= © 
wity | teth 5, the wicked is ſnared in the work, of 
hed | bis own hand. 


co- | All ſuch occurrences, containing in 

them ſomewhat, if not down-rightly mi- 
re I raculous, - yet very admirable, in like 
re F manner defleCting from the ſtream of 
up F humane affairs, as miracles do furmount 
& 
b 
n 
, 
t 


the courſe of nature, moſt reaſonably 
may, moſt juſtly ſhould be aſcribed to 

& the ſpecial operation of him, who . only 972-15 

wonderful things. 

&Þ ny "$A, 74 of ſpecial Pro- 
vidence is, the Seaſonablenels, and Sud- 
denneks of Events. When that which in | 
It {clf is not ordinary, nor could well be 
expected, doth fall out happily, in the 
mck of an exigency, for the relict of 
innocence, the cnconrn gun of good- 

Neſs, the ſupport of a good cauſe, the 
furtherance of any good purpoſe 3 (fo 
that there is occaſion to acknowledpe 
with the Prophet, Thox didſt terrible 1c, 54 3. 
things, that we looked not for: ) This 1s 
a {hrewd indication, that God's Hand is 
then concerned 3 not-onely the event 
being 


Fc. TO OP be dd > —»uu ot 
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being notable,but the connexion thereof 


with circumſtances of need being more 
admirable. 


Thus in time of diſtreſs and deſpon- | 


dency, when a man 1s utterly forlorn, 
anddeſtitute of all viſible relief, when 


(Plan t+ > (as the Pfalmiſt ſpeaketh) refuge faileth 


& 108.12.) him, and no man careth for bis ſoul; 


*Reb.4.16. if then * Wnawup3- Ppojdec, ar opportune 
ſacconr doth arrive ; he is then unreaſo- 
nable, and ingrateful, if he doth not 
avow a ſpecial Providence, and thank- 

fully aſcribe that event unto him who is 

Pſal, 46.1- our refuge and ſtrength, a very preſent 

4 "_r 4+- help in trouble; * a ſtrength to the poor, a 

8& 5 & 69. ſtrength to the needy in his diſtreſs, a re- 

Fes 18.6. finge from the ſtorm, a ſhadow from the 

13.2, © Heat; || the hope of Iſrael, and the Saviour 

| Jer. 14.8. thereof in time of trouble. This is that, 

Job 34-18: for which in the 107 Pſalm the Divine 
Goodneſs is ſo magnificently celebrated; 

_ Pfal.107.8,15, this 15 the burden of that pathetical 

"mat rapture, wherein we by repeated wiſhes 
and exhortations are mſtigated to bleſs 
God; his wonderfully rehieving the 
children of men in their need and dit- 

.' treſs: this is that, which God himſelf in 
the Prophet repreſenteth as a moſtſatif- 
fattory demonſtration of hisProvidence. 

Ifa. 41.1758. When the poon 4nd needy ſeek water, 1. 

| there 


= —— A&I OW. 
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eof | ghere is one, and their tongue faileth 
ore | thirſt 1 the Lord will hear them, T the 
| God of Facob will not forſake them: I 
0n- | will open- rivers in ' high places, and fonn- 
m, | #4ins int the midſt of the valleys, &&c, That 
en | they 12ay- ſee, and know, and conſider, ard 
eh | wrderſtarid together,” that the Hand. of the 
d;. | Lordhah done this, und the Holy one of 
me || Ifradl hath" created it; Ee 
0- So = _=_ | ws enazyriſye 
2t | {managed by cloſe' fraud; or by-1m 
(- RG aoance) are brought to 4 we 
is | and +come near to the point of being 
ft | excciuteds the ſudden detection, or ſea- 


2 {| fonable obſtruction of them, do argue 
= | theever-vigilant Eye,” aid the all-pow- - i 
e | erful Hand to be engaged. God ever | 
” | doth ſee thoſe&deceittul workers of ini- Y 
, | quity, laying their miſchief in the dark ; 


-he is always preſent at-their Cabals, arid 
clandeſtine meetings; © wherei 'they 
brood -upon it. He often doth fiiffer 
it to: grow: on to 4 piteh ofggnarurity, 
till: it'be- thoroughly formed,” till-it be 
ready.to/be hatched,” and break forthin 
;nts miſchievous effects; then m'a trice 43 
he ſhappeth and cruſheth it to nothing, "Y 
God beholdeth violerit men ſetting out: 
in their unjuſt attempts, he letteth 
them procced onin a full career, until 
they: 


A_—” The Bleventh Sermon. 
they, reach - the edge of - their: deſign : 
hen inſtantly tor tt puitreth fn. 
Thee, he ſtoppeth, he tumbleth them 
own, or. turneth them : backward. 
Thus was Amazr's plot daſhed, when he 
| Eit.3- © had procured a Royal Decree, when 
he had fixed a time, when he had iſſued 
forth letters to deſtroy God's people. 
Exod, 14. Thus was P haraoh overwhelmed, wanen 
-he-.had juſt overtaken the children of 
Iſfacl, Thus were thedefighs of Abi- 
 wuelech, of Abſalone, -of Adonijah, of San- 
ballat nipped. - Thus when Serracherib 
w_ an Ek hoſt 2 _— 
ed- againſt Feruſalems, and had to ap- 
aKing. 19. 28. Pearance, ſwallowed it, God did put 4 
hook into his noſe, and turned: hins back 
2 Mac. 9. 4---- 77to his own land. Thus when Arntrochs 
- was marching on furiouſly, to accom- 
| pliſh;his threat:of. turning Feruſalem in- 
.;to' a Charnel, a poxfom diſcaſe:did inter- 
| ;cept his progreſs. _ Thus when:the pyo- 
| Joſeph. 18. 12- phane Gglignls'did meanto diſcharge his 
'Hopdy age on the Fews, for r ng 

. to' worſhip him; -a domeſtick/{word di 
| Chuyſoſt. in preſently we vent to his: xevengefull 
Babjlem, 0- breath. Thus alſo, when Jalan had by 


| _<—p_ - his Policy and his Authority proje ted 
 to- overthrow. our: Religion ,- his Plot 
ſoon was.quaſhed,-:and his life ſnapped 


away 


IE. OY WESG 


a ” 
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away by an unknown hand. Thus, 
ver the enemy doth come in like &4 Iſa. 59. 19. 
(threatning immediately to over- 
flow, -and overturn all things,) the Spi- 
rit of the Lord doth lift up a ſtandard a- 
gainſt him 3 that is, God's ſecret efficacy 
ſkddenly reſtrain and repreſs his ( Job 38. 11.) 

outrage. This uſually is the method of 
Divine Providence. God could pre- 
yent the *beginnings of wicked deſigns; * 815 wits 
he could ſupplant them in their firſt on- rg (7 
ſts 3 he could any-where ſufflaminate «75 rudro, 
and ſubvert them : but he rather win- #<->i4Chnſ 
keth for a time, and ſuffereth the de- her 

ers to go on, till they are|| moun- | ?mw wg- 
ted to'the top of confidence, and good 2%. 
people are caſt on the brink of ruine ; Ibid. 
then * «T0 wewns, furprifingly, unex- * Nec Dems 
peftedly he ſtriketh in with effectual 7,ors md 
ſuccour : ſo declaring how vain the pre- ce »odu inci- 
ſumption is of impious undertakers ; 
how needful and ſure his protection is 
over innocent people 3 how much rea- 
ſon the one hath to dread him, and the 
other to confide in him. Then is God 
ſeen, then his care and power will be 
acknowledged, when he ſnatcheth us | 
from the jaws of danger, when onr ſoul Pal. 114-7- 
doth ſcape as a bird out of the ſnare of the 


fowler, 
3. A- 
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- $." Another charadter of ſpecial Pro: 
Videnceis, the great "Utility and Rgne. 


ficialnels of Occurrences, eſpecially in 


regard to the publick ſtate of thingy, 
and to great perfonages, in whoſe wel- 
fare the publick 1s much concerned; T9 
entitle every petty chance that wrriveth 
to' ſpecial Providence, may  ſignifie 
lightneſs ; to: father on God the miſ: 
chiefs iſſuing from our fin and folly, 
_ _”- may favour of profaneneſs : but to's- 

{cribe every grand and beneficial event 
unto his good Hand, hath ever been re- 


adferrer hw. - 


Nat. Deor, * x _ 
lib.z. , Charge; and may appear to be ſo by 
ht Dm 4 priori; For, that 


* Goddoth govern our affairs, may be 
deduced from his eflential Attributes ; 
and, conſequently, that he doth in eſpe- 
cal manner order: theſe thmgs, which 

- are the moſt proper and worthy objects 
of. his governance. God indeed doth 
notdiſregard any thing ; he watcheth 

R, Over 


ward men. And well =_ they deem 
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pyerthe leaſt things by his general and 
xrdinary Providence 3 ſo that nothing 


1n nature . may deviate from its courle, 


or tranſgreſs the bounds preſcribed to it. 

He thereby cloathes the graſs of the field ;, Mat. 6. 30. | 
He provideth for the raven his food, and _ Aſs AE 
the young lions ſeek, their meat from him ;, Job; 8 39. 
without his care * a ſparrow doth not fall -——__ = 
to the ground; by it all the hairs of our © ” po 
bead are mmbred. But his more ſpecial 

hand of Providence is chiefly imploy- 

& in managing affairs of great mo- 

ment and benefit to mankind ; and pe- 

culiarly thoſe which concern his people, 


who do profeſs to worſhip and ſerve 


him 3 whoſe welfare he tendreth with 


more then ordinary care and afteqion. _ 

He therefore hath a main ſtroke in all Dan. 4 25. 
revolutions and changes of State : he **75 7: 
prefideth in all great counſels, and un- 
dertakings 3 in the waging of war, in Pal. 46. 5. 
the ſettlement of peace ; 1n the diſpen- _—_ = 
ſation of victory and good ſucceſs. He ir © 
1s pecuharly intereſted in the protecti- 
on of Princes, the chief Mzniſters of his S*p- 6 4+ 
Kingdom ;, and in preſervation of his 
people, the choice object of his care, 

from violent invaſions, and treacherous 
ſurpriſes z ſo as to prevent diſaſters 1n- 


cident, or to deliver from them. 1: 7s 
he 
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1 44-19. he that (as the Pſalmiſt faith) doth give 
PEl. 18. 5o. ſalvation unto Kings ; who delivereth 
bad David his ſervant from the hurtful ſword, 
as 4. It 1s he that continually * keepeth Iſrael 
9-te'6 without ever ſleeping, or ſlumbering ; who 
46-5 is the hope of Iſrael, and the Saviour there- 
| of'5 who 7s in the midſt of her, that ſhe 
ſhall not be moved 5 who hath declared, 
Pial. 94-14. that he will help ber, and that right early; 
that he will not caſt off his people, nor 
| 26.54. 15; Jorſake his inheritance ; that mo weapon ff 
wp formed againſt his Church ſhall proſper; Þ} þ 
' 23: that ſalvation belongeth to the Lord, and || \ 
his bleng is upon his people. When 
therefore any remarkable event, em 
conducing to the publick 
Church or ſtate, (ſupporting them ina 
good condition, or xeſcuing them from 
imminent danger,) doth appear, it is 
moſt reaſonable and moſt jult, toaſcribe 
the accompliſhment thereof to God's 
Hand. When any pernicious enterprize, 
levelled againſt the ſafety of Prince and 
| people, is diſappointed, it is fit we 
| Plal.129.4 ſhould profeſs and ſay, The righteous Lord 
__ hath hewen the ſnares of the ungodly in 
eces. 
4. Another like mark of ſpecial Pro- 
- vidence is, the Righteouſneſs of the calc, 


or the advantage ſpringing from events ' 
unto 
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mtio/the maintenance of Righe ; the 
madication of Tnnocence, the defence 
Trith, the encouragement: of: Fiety 
#d Vertue. God naturally is the Judge 
&'right, the Guardian of innocence; 
the Patron of truth, and Promoter of 

neſs. The. Lord. is a refuge to the Plal. g. 9. 
wrefſed : He is a Father of the father- P31. 63. 5. 
Ye a Tudg of the widow :. He will — - ang 
cit ain2 the cauſe of the affliffed;» und the Drals 145) 12; 
nght of the poor : *. He exernteth righteiſe © 103-6. 
wc; and judgment for all that are oppreſ- 4:5 
3 Bd: He bleſſeth the righteous, and com- Pal. 5. 12. 
feth hine with favour as with a ſhietd : 

; preſerveth the . ſouls of the righteous, Pal. 97. 10. 
#d: delivereth them ont of the. hand of 7 
the rgodly : All his Paths are mercy\and Pal: 15,10: '': 
th, unto ſuch as keep his Covenant and * 1456" 
his Teſtimonies. 'When-ever therefore wy 
age 1s oppreſled, or 'perillouflyinva- 

4.5 when Innocence is groſfsly'abu- 
ſd;or'forely beſet s when _ fierce- 
:oppoſed; or-cunnimgly undermined 5 
when.-good men: for the profeſſion of 
Truth, or the practice of Vertue; are 
perſecuted; or grievoully threatned with 
miſchief: ther! may we prefume that 
God is not -unconcerned, nor will prove 
backward to reach forth his. ſuccour: 

And when accordin y. we find that fig 
ATVEF 1 na 
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na} aid'or deliverance do theri arrige, 
it is: moſt reaſonable to ſuppoſe, tha 


God' particularly hath engaged hi 
andexerted his power 1n their bet 


For, ſeeing it is his proper and peculiar 

work, feeing it moſt mY | 
hoveth him to appear .in ſuch caſes, aþ 
fording his helpful countenance 3/ when 
hedoth it, we ſhould be ready.to ar 


Iſa. 66, 14 knowledge 1 it. In fach a caſe, [1 he hand 


of the 4:ard fhall be krown toward bis ſor- 
oants\, rand bis indiguation toward. bi 
enemits,” ſaith the Prophet. wr 

> > Another character is, the Cots 


76 peep to the Pra yers and 
| ſires 0 men. HH 


Pl, 69.13— the duty; -- conſtant praQti 


5 103-12 men, mall exigencies to implore 

help :femg ſuch . Prayers pore Go as 
S. Lols telleth us, a -mighty © 
it being God's property, by. them 
moved - to impart tis powerful: aff 
ſtence 5 Remng God moſt and 
frequently hath declared, and 

Pſal. 34. 15. bunſelf by promiſe , that he will heat 

= ig * themſoasto rerforth what-ever 28/ex+ 

: pedient mn how! behalf; ſeeing we have 
many notable experiments recorded. in 


2 Chron, MW Scnpture ( as thoſe of Aſa 
<ymzg=A "rig SeeT q Feloſbaphat, Hezclyah, Blias, 


x Kings 17. 1, &c, anicl, 


bearer ds 4 > 4 » 2 © —— "of 


Fy, we andrtc like ) of Proper ting 
+ down wonderful ef- oP; 

from Heaven ; with 
ch the teſtimonies of all 


a © 
- 


-” 


How many mars - 6d 
: ſeing the preſump- ſynedress of men were theng, 
of ſuch efficacy is the BY "oft CE 3 
hain! ground and. encou- janzen 5m ref+ 
of Devotion : we Fo te dj ng of Jul] 
oreat reaſon; when- | 
tet verits are infoeiable' to ſuch 
Prayers, to aſcribe the performance 
if them to God's Hand : great reaſon 
om” in (ach cafes to cry out with 
ow kyow 1 that the Lord ſaveth 
bdrm : be = hear him his . 
ly Heaven, with the ſauing h Plal. 26. 6: 
bis right hand : juſt cauſe have > 6 
Pecing to hjs pattern; thankfully to ac- 
edge God's favour in anfwer! 8 
our petitions; The K7 (aid he) Pſal; 21. ts & 
Joy ire thy ſtrength ah, O Lord pry gy 
_ how greatly ſhall rs rejoxce? For Pll, 39. 2, # 
grven lim his heart's deſire, ard 118. 4M 
vot withholden the _ o his 


2 ', l 4 : - we 
4 A 
| a $ 
x 
- S » 
% 


"Ennler 
x&y Tring 
Exyovas 
-wafc, 


T'ns KOALOS- 
ws 6 Tear 
P <uaglias F 


or POT 
Tet Chiyſ. 


& vp 19. 


Bfal. 12, 3. 


a near reſemblance, or ſome 
correſpotidetice to the adtions | upon 


them a ſenſe of God's Hand, andito 
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diſcover their original by their . kind 
and countenance, which uſuall = bear 


- whichthey are grounded. "Puniſhment; 
- (faitha Father) are the force 1 fr 
” of willing faults :-and Jn 
wards are a children of good Keg 
and God, who formeth bake, doth cam- 
monly order it fo, that, the children. ig 
their complexion and features, ſhall. xe- 
ſemble-their Parents. So that .the.,de- 
ſerts of men ſhall often be legible in the 
xecompences conferred, or inflicted on 
them ;_not according to the natural re- 
_ of-their pra&tice, but with: a:come- 
ly. reference thereto.3 apt ta 'raiſe-in 


wring-from 'them an acknow|! 

of his;Equity in fo dealing! with them, 
So:when humble Modeſty is - adyanced 
to-honour, and ambitious Confidence is 
thrown into diſgraces when . Lberali- 
ty'1s bleſled with encreaſe, and Avarice 
-curſed with decay of eſtate 3, when 
Craft incurreth diſappointment., and 
Simplicity findeth good fucceſs; when 
haughty Might is ſhattered, and hel pleſs 
Innocence 1s preſeryed; when the Ca; 
——_ tongue 1s dlſteres, the: Flat: 
EIDOS, IG © tering 
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wing lips are cut off; the Blaſphemous 
kroat 1s torn out. z when bloody i 


and:come to welter in their own gore 3 
an: accident which almoſt continually: 

hhappenz) when Treacherous men 
by their own Confidents, or 'by them- 
ſelves are betrayed; when Retaliations 
of vengeance are miniſtred , extorting 
Beftfons, like to that of ' Adomicbe- 


td -e; deſerving ſuch exprobrations, 


hath made women childleſs, ſo ſhall thy 
mother be childleſs among women 5 groun- 
ding fuch reflexions as that concernin 


phemer having ſuffered moſt grievonſly, 
& he entreated other men, ſo died he a 
miſerable death : By ſuch Occurrences 
the finger of God doth pointout andin- 
dicate it (elf; they ſpeak themſelves im- 
mediately to come from that juſt God, 


ellours have blood given then to drink, res. 16, 6, 


zh, As I have done, ſo God hath requi- Judges 1. 7, 


#that of Same! to Agag, As thy fword I Sam, I5. 33s 


Antiochus, This the murtherer and blaſ » Mac: 9. u8- 


who doth  dilam 33, render to men xe 14, r2. 
anſwerably to their doings 3 who pay-Rom. 12. 19. 


&h' men their due, ſometimes in value, 
often 7» /ſpecie, according to the ſtricteſt 
way of reckoning. He (as the Pro- 
phet faith) 7s great in counſel, and migh- 
ty in work : for his eyes. are open to all 
DLC E, Ft 3 _— 


Jer. 32. 19, \ 


438 


Pal. 62, 12, 


Jer. $6. IS. 
& 20 49. 


Obad. rs. 


Exile, $5. I5, 


Ezek. 5. 25. 
Job 34-11; 
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the ways of the fous of men, to give every 


one according to his ways, and according 
to the fruits of his doings. This ind 
is a ſort of adminiſtration moſt confor, 
mable to God's exa& juſtice, and mot 
conducible to his holy deſigns of in- 
ſtrung and correfting offenders. He 
| qrograne hath declared = = be bis way, 
it  ( faith the Propl Irecting lus 
Teach to the pringy B, Divine 
VENKEANCE » ) The vengeance 
of the cr ee upor her; 
ws fe hath done, do wnto ber. ' And, 
et of the rel x rnens Pro- 
concerning t e judgment 
on Edom ) "9s wpor: all the Heathen 
As thou haſt done , it faff be done wito 
thee z thy reward ſhall return upon thine 
own head, Thereby doth God mean to 
declare himſelf the Judge, 'arid Gover- 
nour of men : For, 1 will, faith he ih 
Ezekiel, do unto them after their way, 
and according to their deſerts will ] 


Judge them 3, and they fhall know that [ 


»amthe Lord. Farther, 


'7. Another argument of ſpecial Pro- 
vidence is;the Harmonious confpira 
various Accidents to one End or Effect; 
If that one thing ſhould hit advantage- 
ouſly to the produttion of ſome conſi- 
5d h derable 
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'Event, it way with ſome plan- 
ity be attributed to Fortune,or com 
on Providence: yet that drivers things, 
' {having no dependence, or coherence 

one with the other, in divers places, 
' I thro ſeveral times , ſhall all -joyn 
| their forces to compaſs it, cannot well 
otherwiſe then be aſcribed to God's ſpe- --< 7 7 # 
tial Care wiſely direQing, to his own ho ar oo 


current inſtruments to one good pur- == of 


ys 
Ine | 
h _ For it 1s beſide the nature, i is Hyg1ore'7y 
d | b<yond the reach of Fortune, to range yi9p Euicd. 
> | various cauſes in fuch order. Blind For- Coni.d: Mas- 
p. | fune cannot apprehend or catch the =_ Cs 
» | fafons and junqures of thmgs, which a ou 
, | ariſe from the motions of cauſes in their 74744 Chr4- 
+ & mature indifferent and arbitrary : to it acragtca 
; | therefore no ſuch event can reaſonably 
be imputed. So to the bringing about 
our Lord's Paſhon, { that great Event, 
whachis ſo particularly afligned toGod's 
| __} we e7, _ he — 
reachery of Jxdas, the ſtra lig- 
nity of the Jewiſb Rulers, he prod 
ous Levity of the People, the wonder- 
fal Eafineſs of Pilate, with other no- 
table accidents, to have jumped jn or- 
der thereto. So alſo that a malicious 
Traitour ſhould conceive kindneſs to- 

Ff 4 ward 
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ward any, that he ſhould be miſtakn | o 
1n the; jet of his favour , thatihy nf 

ould expreſs his mind in a way ſabjet 


to deliberate examination, in terms apt | nil 
to breed ſuſpicion where the Plot wa || ge 
laid ; that the Counſellours ſhould de. p 
ſpiſe it, and yet not ſmother it 3 thit | Ev 
the King inſtantly, by a light darted in. Þ| a1 
to. his. mind, ould delcry it : theſe Þ| ac 
things fo happily meeting, may argue | N 
(who mouldeth the hearts; who ? 
guideth the hands, who enlightneth the 
- minds of men) to have | been | engaged || i 
in the deteQtion of this day's black Con- || 1 
 ſpiracy. | 


Such are ſome characters of ſpecial 
Providence : each- of which ſingly ap- 
pearing in any occurrence, would 'in a 
confiderate man breed . an opinion 
thereof ; each of. them: being very con- 
gruous to the ſuppoſition oft; no1uch 
SPRgances being; otherwiſe ſo clearly 
and cleverly explicable, as by affigning 
the! Divine Hand: for their / principal 
cauſe. But the connexion.of them all 
in one. Event ( when divers odd acci- 
dents do befal at a ſeaſonable time, ac- 
cording to exigency forthe publick be- 
nefit, the preſervation of Princes; the 
ſecurity of God's People, the protedti- 

L115 > 12 on 


| 
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pi of right, the maintenance” of 'Frath 


Tl þ [ ! a Pic, according-to 'the wiſhes7arid 


rs of good men, with proper” re- 
tri 7 ion and vengeance upon the whtet- 
ched deſigners of miſchicfz" fuch a:coms 

n, Iſfay, of theſe. marks in'\vne 
may may throughly: fuffice to raiſe 
afirm perfuaſion, to force a . confident 
acknowledgment concerning God's Pri» 


nidence; in any conſiderate and -inges | 
grows _ it readily” will diſpoſe 4 


ich perns any ſuch occafion'to 
ay, Lord's doing, WE 5s Plal, 118. 33, 
marvellous in our eyes, | if. = 
Notwithſtanding therefore any 4 _—_ 
curity- or-intricacy that: ſometime may, © wi yas” 
appear in the-cqurſe of Providence; not» 4 P1 
withſtanding | any neral 'exCcePtions eneTots 
that may by perverſe incredulity be abs Tezy@amz, 
leged | againſt the condu&- off things) 72/2%'s 7 
there are good marks obſervable,where- ks. Y, ; 4s 
by o weare not very: blockiſh, drow-Av«s =: " 
upine, lazy, or'froward;' if we will 27 04,mp Ep. 


| Kats er \wilely, with induſtrious atten-!- 


tion and care, with minds pure from; 
yain 'prejudices , and onigi affeti- 
ons) we” may. diſcern” and \underftand 
God'sidoing. Whichto do is the Firſt 
| Daty -ſtpecitied ! in our Text: upow 
(hich __ inſiſted (0: largely, I hall 


(hoping 


The Eleventh Sermon: | | 
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Choping you will favour me with a lic, jb 


FITney briefly touch the reſt. 


wr tie the Doty of ve Monona el 

remarkable occurrences of Proyid 

to fter God : AU mer, 'tis ſaid, foall fee, 
It is our Duty m ſhch caſes to: be affec- 
ob 39% 22+--- ted with all ſorts of fear ; with a fear 
oy _- of awful dread, with a four of hearty 
—__— '5. reverence, witha fear of ſober caution; 
Dan- 6.26. yea, ſometimes with a fear of dejecting 

conſternation. When God doth 
Ih. 59-17. _ with his robes of _— pro 4-19) OO 


"NP Ens ouncng and di | 
1 ae-rhg Yocarey 

Pſal. 66; 3» 

& 65. h <; _—_ poke qr" doings anzry z 


'0199-3) children of mer, working terrible things 
in righteouſneſs 3 ſhould frike into 
our hearts a dread of his glorious Maje- 

{ty, of his mighty Power, of his ſevere 
| Deur- 28.59, Juſtice, of his glorions and fearful Name : 

| ' -& ſhould inſtil into our minds a reve- 
rence of his excellent Wiſdom, his ex- 

Goodneſs, his perfect Holine6: 
it ſho - rin an 00g A __— 
care ng and provoking 
it ſhould cauſe _ our hearts to ſhake 

IG. 66.2) and tremble before him. Then is that 


of the Pſalmiſt to be p pe RE # 
t 
inhbabi- © 


 Pfal. 33-8. Let all the earth fear the Lord, 


| 
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jnhabit arts the Warid' ſiand. ir: awe 
of him... A breptay nopwa own 
of the Lord, at the preſence of the 
Grd of Jacob. Such nfations are 
jo their nature declarative of thoſe Di- 


. | vine Attributes which do require: ſwoh 


affections : they are ſet before our eyes 
tocaſt hneza vieydallwandHOS 
pk to abaſh, ——— — 
ing, by obſerving the danger of 1n- 
Gering prnich puniſh 4 patry rs to thaſe which 
we behold inflicted upon preſumptuous 
ſa eſlors; upon thoſe who do hai- 
fly violate Right,or furiouſly impugn 
Truth, or ld deſpyc Piety 3 who 
earneſtly proſecute wicked Enterpriſes; 
who proferute the Friends of God with 
ou violence, or treacherous 
ſubtilty. Upon infliction of ſuch pu- 
niſhments, All the people ſhall hear, and D 


fear, and do wo more prefumptuonſl, 


faith God himſelf, declaring the nature 
and drift of them. They do plainly 


tlemonſtrate, that there is no preſfumin 


to cſape, being detetted in our 

Marhitamens by God's All-feeing Eye 
bring defeated m' ourbold Attempts by 
God's All-mighty Hand ; being forely 
thaſtifed for our Iniquity by God's im- 
frorus Juogracat. Exteamly blind 


and 
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and 'ſtupid therefore. muſt we' be, or Bot 
monſtrouſly ſturdy\and profane, if fuch Nj 
experiments of Divine Power and Ju- 
ftice do not awe us, and fright vs from 
fin. When the Lion n— , who: will 
2ot fear £ when the trumpet is blown in 
the City,” ſhall not. the people be afraid ? 
Shall he, at whom the mountains quale, 
and the hills melt ; whoſe indignation 
the Nations are not able to abide >, -at 
whoſe” wrath the Earth doth ſhake and n 
tremble ; at whoſe reproof the pillars of P 
Heaven are aftoniſhed; \hall he viſibly Y y 
frown, ſhall his wrath flame out, ſhall he Jy 
ſhake his rod. of exemplary Vengeance || « 
over: us, and we ſtand void -of ſenſe I} 1 
or fear ? If fo, then ſurely a brutiſh do- }| 
5 or a Gigantick ſtoutneſs doth pol- 

. 


us 


III. Weare in ſuch caſes obliged to 
declare God's work : that is, openly to 
acknowledge and avow, to applaud 
and celebrate the ſpecial Providence of 
God, with his adorable perfeQions dif- 
played in ſuch Events; to the glory of 
God's Name, in exprefſion-of our re- 
verence and gratitude toward him, for 
the common edification of men 3 for 
which uſes they greatly ſerve, to which 
woe + | pur- 


4 The Eleventh Strmoni * 
qurpoſes-they arc defigned We ſhould 
tt view ſuch providential octurrehces, 
k dumb beaſts; 'with'z.dull.or careleſs 
nce,) as 1f we Janos, mind them, or 
were not concerned in them: weſhquld 
not ſuppreſs or ſtifle the knowledge. 0 of 
in. our breaſts, as if they were 
ci matters of. private conſideration 
and uſe. we, ſhould nat-ler our obſer- 
ationandyeſcntment of them be. fruit- 
"Y ſo.us to yield. no honour to, Gad, 
no benefit to man. . But we ſhould pro- 
pagate..and convey. them into others; 
in ſo. loud a tone, , in ſo lively- a: ſtrain 
we ſhould.vent them, as thereby _tq ex> 
cite.the notice, to.enflame the attections 
of all .men. within..the reach of, \c .our 
yoice ; 3 -provoking themto conſpire with 
us 18, ac nowledg edgment.of God's Pawer 
0, Ges, in acclamation ty _ 
and Gaodnek. This 1s coy e 
NR of our Cm: cha pecu- Pal, 57. 8., 
excellency, Where chicfly ( (except - 
1a qQyr Reaſon.) we do.ſurpals all axea ES 
turess.. that: without. whivh our R "2 I 
ne fo aa +. = 
Et. WRETEDY WE, Pyt,our | 
to. its beſt? uſe. yr this.we haye' the . 
devout. Pfalmiſt his: pious Reſolutipns, 


tus exemplary Perfqramnces, his zealous 
1 Wilhes, 


"or 


Ea on in, > YT _ ——  — 
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I 55 21, 23, 3Is rye his wonderful works ; 
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to vhe' 5 ie fr that they would 
a the ſacrifite of weary 5 —_ 
e his works with' g He doth 
he{pour forth: his' Defire. Jour 
| {llye people, 1 werto God with 
 Plalgs-233. / bbc 


| Pla) 96. bby ame: flew fo 


 Pfal.47. 1. 


9 3 fo. hey,9" 
_ Fn pe beats, be 
| (a 6115) fs th nokef Gel 


wry gon his Namie, make 
1 | Priviſe glorions. '0 vive thinks unto 
we} Z apo bee; make kirown 
bv leeds among #h# -people.  Seidoth he 
m_—— fummon; 


' Pfal.1o5.1: 


'to 1MOT bidoth he urge us to this prac- 

hy, m—_— bis: Gepagtbens we: ek 

A jd be 0ur WuTy' 

the |: 

bk "IV. It is bad hs etl 
f | jrattice ay F and y nr occali» 
0ns. £0: and to. expreſs religious 

7 #5 ſhall. be glad in the 


1d. Good pox indeed then have 
grekt matter, and much caule, on many 
# | xcounts tobe glad. 
/ | +{t becometh them to rejoyce, ſes 


|» ner 57a in God? 
pious,” ave. (diſpoſed © bleſs and onllſs 
things incident, —— 4 
therefore bur rejoyce's Joy being:ar — __ --4q 
inſeparable; COMPAanion . Gratitude; THIS: 
and Ptaile. Hence, rn 7s ſown for pil. 93. 11 it, 
the righteons,. and gladneſs for the uprig 
Sts Hence, ber voice of 274. I5: 
Tejogewg os 711 f 
ngMteows.'c; Hence, Rejoyoe in the ; 33. 14 
O:ge, nigbloons: for praiſe. aloe 
the: pright's{ Ban exhortation 
with a/very! good reaſon. | 
They, cannot but find ſarisfattion ins 
obſerving God's Providence notably 
7 Rr to the cotirmation _— 
ith 


| 


» 9. A 
tic 


their: hopes; to: 
mviction of inbdlny 


P 
ne thang ſhall rejoyce in jw, 
© we have ed in his Holy Name. 
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ftalleo 
Hes to themno; ſinall pleafine; to be. 
| hold God's holy Petfechions illaſtriouſly 
fhibing. -fortty3 and''the Glory--of hini 
"bylid [is the>principal obje&t-of their 
&: theit>reverence, - their hope. and 
A -rotweonipuouyadrm 
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A 
mbnglat;\, Fmckeh re 
"ſs kegel jvref entsi:0' Lind, 
pres pron all the 
1 £11.11 Barth 1 z\ a 1d INV v5 ie "31 ” 
vt 1s to.: themigroun; oþexeced 
:. A21comfore, toireceipelſo. cledd 
 Gad's Lovecand\Fayour, _ ws 
ity /{his/Bounty: and nl 
towa them, oxpreticd up +0; "repo 
ful qare over them, ſuch 
es ſuch:aid in'heeds;;fuch delives 
from miſchiefs vouchſafed to _ | 
_ Snc 
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WY Sucn- Benefits they:cannot | I 
ity; feccive from God's hand, __ Se: de Zenef. 2. 22, 
ear Fehout that chearfulneſs ny efenen, nds 
*; Iohich- always doth adhere profrenter gaudinm, 8c. 
* [to. gratitude. 1 will (faith po. 
"< {David ng unto the Lord, Plal. 13. 6, 

* Ehecauſe be bath dealt bounti- _ | 
fully with me. *©Becanſe thou Pal. 63. 7. 
hoſt beem my helper, therefore 
& I in the ſhadow of rhy wings 1 will rejoyce. 
ly My lips ſhall greatly rejoyce in thee, and Pol. 11, +3, 
. my . Soul, which thou haſt redeemed, [,,. WP 
d 
" 
4 


x be glad, and rejoyce in thy mercy : 
y thou haſt conſidered my trouble, and 
a known my Soul in aber ths The Pal. 126. 3s 
Lord _ bath done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad, Let al thoſe that pt, 5. Ih, 
! their truſt in thee rejoyce : let them : 
tver ſhout for joy, becauſe thou defendeſt 
ther | 
, They are alſo greatly refreſhed with 
apprehenſion of the happy fruits ſprou- 
ting from . ſuch diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence; fuch as are the Benefit of man- 
tind, the Peace and proſperity of the 
Civil State, the Preſervation,ſettlement 
enlargement, | advancement of God's 
Church, the ſupport of Right, the ſuc- 
cour of- Innocence, the maintenance of 
Trath, the encouragement and further- 
| 4 wit Fance 


0hps O 


Pſal. 122.6. 
( 1 Cor. 12. 
26.) © 


Iſa. 49- 13. 
Pial.96.1L,13+ 


, Ifa. 66.1 4+ 


lence, . the di Suritenance 'of Errour 


ſal. 98. I, 3- 


rance of Pi z the reſtraint of Vio- 


the correftion of Vice and Tmpiety, In 4 
theſe things they, as 'faithfill ſervant} $64 
of God, and real friends of Gooling, fi 
as bearing hearry,*good will and com- | 
paſſion to mankind, as 'true Jovers of 
their Country , as living and "ſenſible 
members of the Chutch , canyor. but 
rejoyce. 'Secing by. theſe things. theit 
own beft intereſt, (which is no: dther 
thet!' the advanitag e of Gootne {s) their 
chief honour , ; ich confifts it the 
piomotion of Divine Glory ,"), iy 
traeſt” content, + Which i Is platethn 
ptoſperity of St). are highly Fon 
red; Fog can they look on Sick Both 
,. 10g up without _ delight and com- 
placence 2? 'O (faith 'the Palmiſt) ' fo 
unto the Lord —, for he hath done m 
vellow Fhings —— De katb remttbred hy 
mercy aud truth. Fgey the fo of I 


wits all the ends of the earth "Bate © 

the faluation of our” God. Ari Sing, 
heavvhs, (cryeth the "Pr Bet) nd be 
. jayfid, O earth, and break." orth 7% ſage 
ing, O. ye mountatns: for. ths Lord Fat 
comoforted kis "people, and will ' mtrty 
on "bis. affiited. 'And, "Whet® ith he) 
ge ſhall ſee this, (the 'combbit bf God' 


people) 


n _ RF 
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Vio- ple.) our heart ſhall refoyce 5 "and our 
our, F torres oY flowrifh like ps rl : ind the 
 Inferd of the Lord ſhall be known toward 
as} fy Jeruants, und his indignation toward 
(a R701: 1 inn 

3 UEvren in the fruſtration 'of wicked 
0 
ble 
ut 
cr 


ngeance on the contrivers and a- 


—_ them, they may have a plea- 
ne ſatisf3Aion; they mult then yeild 
achearful applayſe to Divine Juſtice. 


, tet them rejoyce before God, yea let 
mem exceedingly reJogzce. Whence at 


jd, of God ;, but let the righteous be 
$od's infliction of Judgement upon Ba- 


lr 
he 
i 
i 
6 
| 
{ 


ver, and the earth, and all that is there- 
*; ſhall (ing Fa "Babylon : and at the fall 
be Myſtical Babylon, in the Apocalyps 


beaver, and ye holy ow and Prophets; 
for God hath avenged you on her. 

' Farther, 

' | V. The nextDuty preſcribed to good 
|. men-in fach caſes is to truſt # God 5 
|| That is; ro have their affiance in God 
7 Gg 7 (upon 


he. A. A =@nk 4 _ Yi 


figns, atrended'with feyere execution . 
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righteous (fatth the Pfalmit) ſhall Pſal. 583. 10, 
Woe when he ſeeth the vengeance : and, 19? **: 55: 
Let the wicked (faith bed periſh at the pal, 68. 2, 3. 


Yor, it 1s ſaid in Feremy, Ther the hea- Jer. 51. 48, 


"tis hkewiſe ſaid, Rejoze over her, thou Apoc. 18.26; 
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AS2: ..The-Eleventh Sermon. 
(upon all ſuch like occaſions, in all ur. 
VO: of need) ſettled, improved, and 
corroborated dah X This indeed is 

'the proper end, immediately regard 
us, - God's ſpecial Providence ditde 
{ing it ſelf in any miraculous, or in any 
| remarkable. way to; nouriſh in wel- 
| Ofal-78.7:) difpoſed minds that Faith in God, which 
| 1s the root: of all Piety, and*ground. of 
'Devotion. Such experimentgare ſound 
arguments to perſwade good men, that 
God doth govern and order things for 
their beſt advantage 3 they are power- 
ful incentives, driving "them 1n all exi- 
_ gencies to ſeek God's help 3 they: are 
moſt conyincing evidences, that God || | 
.s abundantly able, very. willing, and I} 
t 
| 
| 
| 


Spy De PERESESY 


Pſul. 9. 10. -EVET Teady.-to ſuccour them. 


- 


- ſaith the Pfalmiſt, that know thy Nan, 
will put their truſt in thee : for thou, 
Lord, haſt not forſaken them that o 
' PGl.61.3,4.5. thee, And, 1 ( faith he ) will abide in 
oy 15-956 thy tabernacle for ever 5 1 will truſt in 
3%7"8 the covert of thy wings: For thou, 0 
God, haſt heard my vows :, thou haſt been 
a ſhelter for me, and a ſtrong tower fron 
the enemy. - It 1s, indeed, a great aggra- 
vation of difftidence in God, that having 
Pla 345 "taſted and ſeen that the Lord is good ; 
having felt ſo manifeſt experience of 
| Divine 
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pjivine goodneſs ; having received ſo 
jotable pledges of God's Ruonrable in- 
dination to - help us; we yet! will not 
zely upon him. As a friend, who by 
Ifgnal inſtances of kindneſs hath affured 
his good will, hath great cauſe of of- 
fence, if he be ſuſpected of unwilling- 
e- Ine in a needful ſeaſon to afford his re- 
> [ hef: ſo may God moſt juſtly be diſplea- 
of F ſed, when -we, (notwithſtanding ſo pal- 
id f able demonſtration of his kindneſs,) by 
a J diſtruſting him,do in effect queſtion the ,_.,.. 
r Þ fincerity of his friendſhip, or the con- 
'- | ſtancy of his goodneſs toward us. 


: VI. Good men upon ſuch occaſions 

1 | ſhould glory « All the wpright in heart 

| | fall glory. Should glory, that is, in con- 
\ | templation of ſuch Providences feelin 

ſprightly elevations of mind and tran(- 

ports of affection, they ſhould exhibit 

triumphant demonſtrations of ſatisfaQi- 

on and alacrity. It becometh them not 

in ſuch caſes to be dumpiſh, or demure; 

but jocund and crank 1n their humour, 

brisk and gay 1n their looks, pleaſantly 

flippant and free in their ſpeech ; jolly 

and debonair 1n their behaviour ; every 

way ſignifying the extream complacen- 

cy they take in God's doing, and the 

Gg 3 full 


42 triumph in fach events, as in vittories 
atchieved by the glorious Hand of God 
in their behalf, in approbation of their 
cauſe, in favour toward their perſons 
for their great benefit and comfort, 
They may (not as proudly afluming ty 
themſelves the glory due to God, jor 
as gratefully ſenſtble of their feliczy 
ſpringing from God's favour) /e jattare, 
ſe laudibas efferre, as the Hebrew word 
doth ſignifie-; ) that is, in a ſort boaſt, 
and commend themſelves: as very hap- 
PY in theirrelationto God, by virtue of 
is proteQion and aid. They may (not 
with a haughty infolence, or wanton 
e, but with a ſober confidence, 


arroganc 
942-52 £7, and chearfulnes ) infult upon baffled 
e righieamw < mY 
ſall-----laugh 1mpiety, by their expreflions and de- 
Hin * meanour upbraiding the folly, the baſe- 
this manner ; neſs, the tmpotency, and! wretchedneſs 
| Toe, 1% # thereof, in competition. with the wiſ- 
man that Me . 
' wade not God GO, IN oppoſition to: the power of 
bis frength-- God; their friend and patron. For ſuch 
| carriage in ſuch cafes we have the uu 
tice and the advice of the Pſalmiſt, to 
Plal.44.8s. Warant and dire&t us. I» God, faith 
5 he, we boaſt all the day long, and praiſe 
ha 9:4 thy Name for ever. Thou, Lord, haft 


made 


SE 


full content they taſte- iv: their ſln6, [od 
Pſal. 126.7. They with ſolemn exultation ſhould | ui 
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ane glad through thy war 
x] | ek in. the wor ks of 
F in, > Pal. 20. F, 


Ve mill: rejoyce in thy mh by 
the Name of our God, me will oo * our 


cr Barr16KSe.. Gllery Je 10. his he : i Pfal, 105. 3-4 
ng | the heart of thers rejogee that ſeek the Fs 

re, | Sing azata. hine, ſing, Pſalms unto. 

to | talk-3e- of -all his wondrous works. 

wt I ws, O: Lond our God, aud " ug Sev Pla. 196.47- 
&y f exorg the heather, to give thanks mtg thy 

"e, 
d 
b 

py 

f 
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Name, andbto triumph 3 in thy mes Such 
ould. be the reſult CR us) of God's 
merciful Diſpenſations toward his'peg- 
le. 
4 L ſhall onely further remark, that the 
word here uſed ; is by. the Greek.zendred 
imxuvetiooTou, they ſball be praiſe : which 
ſenſe the Original will bear, and. the 
reaſon of the caſe may admit. For ſuch 
Diſpenſations ever do adorn 1 ke ng 
and yeild commendation to -MEN, 
They declare the wiſdom 0 ſuch per- 
ſons, in adhering to God, in repoling 
upon God's help, in imbracing ſuch 
courſes. which God doth approve and 
bleſs : they plainly tell how dear (uch 
perſons are to God: how incomparably Pfl 126. z. 
happy in his favour, how impregnably x 135 5508 
 fafeunder his proteCtion ; as having his 
infallible wiſedom, and his invincible 
Gg 4 power 
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Pal. x44. 15- 
& 33-12. 


Pſal.89.16,17, 
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power engaged on their ſide. This can- 
 notbut render them admirable, & their 
ſtate' glorious in the eyes of all men; 
inducing them to profeſs with the Pal. 
miſt, Happy 7s the people which is in ſuch 
a => 5 yea, happy is that people, whoſe 
God is the Lord.” And of ſuch a people, 
that declaration from the ſame mouth is 
verified, I thy Name ſhall they rejoyce all 
the day long, and in thy righteouſneſs ſhall 
they be exalted : For thou art the glory of 
their ſtrength, and in thy favour their horn 
ſhall. be exalted. , 


Such are the Duties ſuggeſted in our 
Text, as ſuting theſe occaſions, when 
God in ſpecial manner hath vouchſafed 
to proteCt his people, or to reſcue them 
from imminent miſchiefs, by violent aſ- 
fault-or by fradulent contrivance level- 
led againſt them. I ſhould apply theſe 
particulars to the preſent Caſe folemni- 
zed by us : but T ſhall rather recommend 
the application to your ſagacity, then 
farther infringe your patience, by ſpen- 
ding thereon ſo many words as it would 
exact. You do well know the Story, 
which by fo many years repetition hath 
heenmapretid on your minds : and by 


_ [1 : Y 
refiecting thereon, 


You 


"You'will eaſily difcert; how Gog,:im 
the ſeaſbnable- diſcovery of this execra- 
ble-/Plot,:(the maſter-piece of: wicked- 
machinations ever conceived 10 humane. 
brain, or:deviſed on: this fide Hell, fince 
the' foundation of things, )4n the happy 
deliverance of our Nation. and Chyrch: 
is f fromthe deſperate! mjſchiefs intended 
all | toward them, in the: remarkable protec- 
ll F tion of Right and - Truth, did figgalize 
of | his Providence. . | SF, 
2 You will be affe&ed with hearty Re- 
rerence toward the gracious! Authour 

of our falvation.,arid with humble dread 

" {| toward the jult awarder of vengeance 
| {| upon thoſe niſcreant + wretches, who 
digged this pit, and fell into it them- 

es; >: - ic 

You will be. ready with pious ac- 
knowledgment and admiration of God's 
Mercy, his Juſtice, his Wiſedom, to de- 
care and magnifie this' notable Work 
doneby him among us. | 
You muſt needs feel - devout refent- 

ments of ;Joy for the -Glory ariſing to, 
God, and the Benefits accruing to. us, 

m the preſervation of God's Anojnted, 

our juſt Sovereign, with -his Royal po- 
ſterity :. 'in the freeing our Country 
from civil Broils, Diſorders, and Con- 
fuſions 5 


fliſions'3 _— of Ukurpation [th 


_—_ evous Extortions 
NT om fram Fn Perſecutiong 


purpoing with-the like {pavers of die 
ſtrous- and tragical/ _—_— -. 
this Deſign threatned upon-it 
holdingour Chireh Colith was ba 
pily- ſettled; and had: (rite ep 
flouriſhed) from utter ruine2” mm Gag 
ring/ our * profeſſion of God's Holy 
Truth, hee truly Catholick' Faith of 
Chriſt, (refined from thoſe drofly alloys, 
wherewith the rudeneſs and: floth of 
blind Times, the fraud of ambitious and 
covetous Deſigners, the pravity of ſen- 
ſtal-and profane men had embaſed and 
pocket og: together with a pure 
Worſhip of God, an edifying admini- 
ſtration of God' Word and Sacraments, 
a comly, wholſome,and moderate Diſci- 
pline, conformable to Divine Preſcrip- 
tion, and Primitive example: in reſcu- 
ing us from havitig impious Errours, 
ſcandalous Praftices, and ſuperſtitious 
Rites, with mercileſs violence obtruded 
upon us - in continuing therefore to us 
themoſt defirable comforts and conve- 
niences of our lives. 

You further conſidering this. ſignal 
teſtimony” of Divine Goodneſs, will 


there» 


| _ S, our Rell eat efpe ; 

Romiſh Zeal . were mine 
af wotul Factions 55 om, ( mhaftions, of 
treaſonable' Conbpreacies, ' of barb2rows 
Maſſacres, of horrid Affltnations, of 
inteſtine Rebellions, of forrein Invaſi 1- 
ons, of ſavage Tortures and Butche- 
ncs, of holy Leagues, and piows Frauds, 
through Chriſtendom, and particularly 
among us, ) which as it without rea- 
ſon damneth, ſo it would by any means 
We all that will not crouch there- 


"You will in fine, with joyous feſti- 
vity glory and triumph in this illuſtri- 
ous demonſtration of God's Favour to- 
ward us; fo as heartily to joyn in 
thoſe due acclamations of plete? and 

raiſe. | 
F Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath not gi- 


Pſal. 124. 6- 


ven us a prey to their teeth, Our ſoul is (68.32.) 


eſcaped as a bird out of the ſnare of the 
fowlers:, the ſnare is broken, and we are 
e ſcaped. | 


Mthjed ; Salvation and glory, and Apoc. 19 1,2. 
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power wnto the Lord our God : For try; 
and righteous are his judgments. F; 
 Apoc. 15-3- . Great and marvellous are thy works, 0 


Lord God Almighty 3 {off and true are thy © 

ways, O thou King of Saints. 4p 
Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, why 

only doth wonderows things : And bleſſed 

be his gloriows Name for ever : and let the 

the whole earth be filled with his glory, || © 

Amen, and Amen. 


| Pfal.72.18,19. 


ſed 
the 


'y, 
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Henry the 
7ths Chappel. 


* July 4. 1663. 


ar che Biſhop 


- S348 of Man bis 


a | PSAL, 132. 16. 


7 


Conſecrationg 


Þ ( will alſo cloath her Prieſts with ſalva- 


tion. 


HE context runs thus : The 

Lord hath ſworn in truth unto 

Darid, he will not turn from it, 

tr fox of t body 1 will ſet upon 
throne, If t children will keep m 

ix:Daeis; and the teſtimony that I ſhall 

teach them : ; their children alſo ſhall ſit up- 

on thy throne for evermore. For the Lord 

hath choſen Sion 5 he hath deſired it for 

his habitation. Thir i is my reſt or ever : 

here will I dwell, for I have "deſired F 
I will abundantly bleſs her provi fon 


will ſatisfie her poor with bread. 7 


WILL ALSO CLOATH HER 


PRIESTSWITH SALVATE 


O N, and her Saints ſhall ſhout aloud for 
Joy. There will I make the horn of Da- 
vid to bud, &c. o 


'. ou nn 4% z/ > | 
o FF, : ( 
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If all; not only Inaugurations of 


mate things to ſome extraordinary uſe 
hath been uſually attended with eſpe: 


i . ciallliayfifitarions df joy; /aed feitwd ſo 


{++ lemnity 3 with great reaſon, the Conſe. 


4 . | 
. 
* , > +238 w 
-. 


TI %S 
43 33% 


, cfation of a perfor toTohigh and facred 


- a Fundtion,as that,of 4 Chriſtian Biſhop 


ent exhnbit 


that is, of a Prince, . or. prin Pa- 
four in God's ChnkF np IN rholt 
peculiar teſtimonies of our gratulation 
and content : the face of things ought 
then to be ſerene and” chearfulz the 
thoughts of men benign.and favourable; 
the words comfortable .and anſpictons, 
that are uttered upon fuch occafian. 
And chatgurs at preſent ſhould be ſuch, 
theſubject as well as the Teaſon of our 
Diſcoupfe doth require: Words, few, 
'kus pregnant, and affording ample 


| JJ 


matter for our beſt.affe ions to work 


upon : | and, which 'more particulatly 


will oaaee.9k both-i0 « Bearty.thank 
filuels for paſt Benefits; ad to a con- 


-fident expettation of future Blefſings 3 


while thay acquaint ,us-with the and- 
10n of a gzacious Promiſe, 


[2 


re-mind us of the fauhful performance 


thereof hitherto, and affure us of -its 


. certain accompliſhment for the future. 


The 


Th 
Fi) 
i 


ne oa 85 "aA. or H95 rs. & 


by 


@ 
Des 
(0- 


ſe. 
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of The: occalion whereof "was this. - 
»Kittg'David, moved 'by a devort i in- 
Gitiation '20 promote God's Honour, 
and benefit —_ "9 kiwer to 
build a magnificent' Tethple, 1mploning 
God's" pro Coiribns ibberoes” with, 
and «oe men of his defign. Where- 
6h Almighty Ood?riot'only Yechares 
Is acceptance of that pious reſokition, 
but rewards it with a. bountiful Pro- 
iſe, cHhifting of two : 'one'con- 
ditional, relari rvid's Childten 
Hee th 'in poder 


'nant, 1d the Teſtimohicsthat he ſhould 
teach” them ; [the otfitr” mote ablblute, 
tharhdwever, what he chiefly ince 


& 
atepas God's eſtabliſhed' | ie 


and th tual welfare of the 
fe 3 Kane an Opera Rl, 


itily be Accom- 
= 'that Ne ny 


ir eye fix is 
Tefidetice'in Sz 57 þ 


, ect dtd” prefer. he \c Fehr *dit 4 
thy thao's of ; 'thoſe thatdid 
need his favour and alliftetice, t the 
Woot: the Priefts; atid* the' Saints, (or 
&entle, ones.) This is briefly the inipor- 
tance 


463; 


alles 


"Tt 


| | vhs ry 
EEE TG 
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tance of. the :0h 'romile. Wherein p 
Is: CO Yam > t Particulax: one 


whereon we arF tq, (xeaF ; and j (which 


we. may, abſervg,,..,.; >. /- 4 
$o [EN Promier, 7; : B Ui 
-2+ The Perlons, w Oo. are elperath 6 

cegperned; fol the Promiſe, her Prie S's d {0 

2374 The Thing. promiſed, . akin al 
hi Keoation. net | f 


we You the Biel t: urs Is, the d 


Lord: 3 the moſt trye, the moſt conſtam, 
x E-woſt powerful. God ; moſt _— 


Wok tion, 2 powerful and un- 


ards are right, and all 


| vre in truth; who. will 
his couprent, nor ,af er th e thing 


Pp 

r 

HBCETE -.1N the: claration his Pur- \ 
Hes "moſt: conſta ant and immutable in || t 
; 

| 

| 


pr's io 


an out t of js ; Tips Metal COUN- 
ho of , afl his 
Vs and 
; (10 Gr ka Ebrated 


ES 
LIKE 


God's promiſes, and; do. ob- 
(,notwxhſtandin the greateſt 
impro O babilities: or difficulties objefted) 


Fu believe the, ipfallble performance of 
t 


bis 
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rein, 11. The Perſons whom the- Promiſe 
onefnainly regards, her Prieſts. © Prieſts, 
hich ſihat -15, perſons peculiarly deyored to, 

.. ſand employed in Sacred mattersz di- 
!;,; Iſtinguiſhed expreſlely from the Poor, 
uly I that 1s, other meek and humble per- 
s. Ions; ) and. from the Sazrts, (that 1s, 
bing fall, other good and religious men. ) 

- And; ber Prieſts 3 that is, the Prieſts of 
_- "0 $50: of that S7oz which the Lord hath 
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choſen ; which he hath deſired for his Conerd, 


he | 
i permanent habitation 3 which he hath » Chon 7 


id | reſolved to reſt, and reſide” in for ever, 
r- | Whence it plainly enough follows, that 
n | the Prieſts and Paſtours of the Chriſti- 
- | an Church are hereby, if not ſolely, 
1 | yet principally deſigned. Which inter- 
{ | pretation, becauſe 1t is in a manner the 
| | 92x 1d of our ſubſequent Diſcourſe, 
and by ſome it may perhaps not be rea- 
dily admitted, I ll codes farther 
to confirm by theſe few Arguments.. 
' 1. Becauſe the Covenant here mentt- 
oned isnot ( as tothe main parts there- 
of ) of a conditional or temporary na- 
ture, but abſolute and perpetual 3 and 


mult therefore be underſtood to reſped ; 
the. Chriſtiax Church , ( that of the - 


Jews being long ſince rejected , their 
Temple demoliſhed, their S707 utterly 
H h for- 


Chron. J; 
6. 


»*- 


Vetſ. 35 36» 
37« 


. al. arr te Ie x ALT IX, 
» : 4 : 
oY 
% 
, v1 
- 
. 
- 
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forſaken.) For although one particular 
contained therein, concerning the con- 
tinual ſucceſſion of David's poſterity in 
the Regal authority over {/#ael, hath 
a condition explicit pin (and, 
conſequently, the effeds depending up- 
on the performance of , that condition 
were contingent,- and mutable ;) yet 
all the reſt of this Covenant (or Pro- 
miſe ). 1s conceived in terms perempto- 

, and exprefs]ly "importing perpetuity, 

his us my reſt for ever, "y "ny, that i, 
( as the\'Greek Tranflatours render it,) 
& oc Ts aainG-, ( in ſeculum feculi, ) 
that 1s,” to the end of the world ; as 6 
elves 7% Kirov denotes the end of all 
worlds, 'or the moſt perfe&t ſempiterni- 
Ph And that it doth: really in this caſe 

enote a proper and unlimited perpe- 
tuity, is alſo evident by thoſe explicati- 
ons thereof in the 89 Palm, ( where 
the very fame Covenant is, as to ſome 
parts thereof, more largely recorded. ) 
Once have I ſworn by my Holineſs, that 1 
will not lie unto David : His ſeed ſhall 
endure for ever, and bis throne as the 
Sur before me 5 It ſhall be eſtabliſhed for 
ever as the Moon, and as a faithful wit- 
zieſs int heaven.” No words can expreſs 
more fully a perpetual duration, ” - 

I. ca 
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feaſt one co-extended with the duration 
bf the world, then thoſe do. And the 
Prophet Feremy, referring allo to this 
very Covenant, and particularly to this 
very Cauſe thereof, thus expreſles the 
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Up- | matter : Thus ſaith the Lord ;, If you can fer. 33. 15; 


10n | break my covenant of the day, and my co- Vid. Chroi; 


7. IG; 


yet F venant' of the night z and that there 
ro- | ſhould not be day and night in their ſea- 
to- | jor: Then may alſo my Covenant be bro- 
ly. | ken with Duvid my ſervant, that he 
Is, | fbould not have a Son to reign upon his 
) | throne; and with the Levites the Prieſts, 
) | my Miniſters. But farther, 
Ss | 2. The completion of this individual 
| JF Promiſe is both by the Prophets .fore- 
- {| told; and expreſſed by the Evangeliſts, 
* | to appertainto the times of the Goſpel, 
Ye heard even now the words of Fere- 
7, which are by him applied to thoſe 


times, when God would cauſe the Branch Jer. 34. 74: 


of righteouſneſs ( that is, Jeſus of Naza- 
reth, our Blefled Saviour ) to grow up 
unto David , who ſhould execute judge- 


ment and righteouſneſs in the Land. In yet 16 


thoſe days ( ſaith he farther ) ſhall Fu- 
dah be ſaved, and Jeruſalem ſhall dwell 
ſafely : and this is the N'ame wherewith 
ſhe ſhall be called, (or rather,which he ſhall 


be called, as not only the Vulgar Latine 
Hh 2 and 
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and the. Greek Interpreters, but the 
Chaldee alſo: reade it,) THE AD 
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESY, 
- Ines Likewiſe in the 55. of 1/aiah God thus 

Wa. 55.3, Invites the Gentiles 3 Incline your ear, 

| and come unto me; hear, and your ſoul 

. ſhall live :. and 1 will make an everlaſting 

covenant with you, even the ſure mercies 

of David-: that is, I will ratifie that e- 

verlaſting Covenant, which, in your be- 

half, I once made with David, 'and will 

confer on you thoſe favours which I 

faithfully promiſed him ; relating to 

this very Promiſe alſo. For both in 

Solomon's Prayer, ( 2 Chron. 6. ) which 

10 all probability was indited about the 

ſame-time, and upon the fame occaſion 

with this Pſalm, and in the 89. Pſalm, 

the benefits of this ſame covenant are 

2 Chron.6 42. called the mercies ' of David. O Lord 
God, turn not away the face of thine A- 

nointed, rexentber the mercies of David 

" Pla. 89.28, thy ſervant, faith Solomon : And, My 
anercy ( ſaith God ) will I keep with him 

for evermore, and my covenant ſhall ſtand 

Voſ. 24 Faſt with kim: and, My faithfulneſs and 

my mercy ſhall be with him; that 1s, my 

faithful ( or fure ) mercy ;' mo na m5, 

as the LXX, and S. Paul with them in 

AR 13. 34 the AdFs, render this place of Fe 
An 
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And in the Song of Zachary we have 
one paſſage of this Promiſe cited, and 


_ to the times of the Goſpel : 


ed be the Lord God of Iſrael, who 
hath viſited and redeemed his people 5 and 
hath raiſed up a horn of Salvation in the 
houſe of his ſervant David ; as he ſpake 
by the mouth of his holy Prophets : vis. 


by the mouth of "this Prophetical Pſal- 


miſt here, where 'tis ſaid, There will 1 
make the horn of - David to bud ;, and in 


his horn be exalted, To omit thoſe ma- 
ny places where our Saviour, 1n corre- 
ſpondence to this Promite, is affirmed 
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Luke T, 68, | 
693 79. 


the parallel Pſal. 89. 1» my Name ſhall Verl, 24: 


to poſſeſs the throne of his father David, #4 [-oc. . 


and to rule over the houſe of Jacob for ever. 
Moreover, 

3. That by the S70z here mentioned 
1s not chiefly meant that material Moun- 
tain in Fxdea, but rather that myſtical 
Rock of Divine Grace, and Evangeli- 
cal Truth, upon which the Chriſtian 
Church, the only everlaſting Temple 
of God, is unmovably GneT is very 
probable, ( or rather manifeſtly cer- 
tain, ) by the Prophets conſtant accep- 
tion thereof in this ſenſe, when they 
aſſign the character of perpetual dura- 
bility thereto. As in 1/a. 60. where he 

Hh 3 thus 


32. edit, Cyr- 
cel, 


3 Ifa. 60. I 45 
IF, 16- 


Vetſ. 7. 


-Jocl 2, 28, 
& 3.16- 


EF” 456 -_ 
thus propheſiesof the Chriſtian Church || ah! 
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The ſons alſo of them that afflided theg 
you mY, unto thee, Jr all they 
that deſpiſed thee ſhall bow themſelves 
down at the ſoles of thy feet ; and they ſhall 
call thee The City of the Lord, The Sion 
al the Holy One of Iſrael. Whereas thou 
aſt been forſaken, and hated, ſo that ng 
man went through thee; 1 will-make theg 
an eternal excellency, a joy of many gene- 
rations. Thou ſhalt alſs fuck the milk, of 
the Gentiles, and ſhalt ſuck, the breaſts of 
Kings, &c. And the Prophet Micah, 
ſpeaking of the laſt days, (that is, of the 
Evangelical Times, when the mountain of 
the Hoſe of the Lord ſhould be eſtabliſhed 
in the top f the mountains, faith thus ; 
And I will make her that halted, a rem- 
nant, and her that was caſt far off, a 
firong Nation : and the Lord ſhall reign 
over them in mount Sion from henceforth 
ever for ever, And the Prophet Joel, 
ſpeaking of the ſame times, ( when God 
would pour out his Spirit upon all . fleſh, ) 
hath theſe words : So ſhall ze know that 
I am the Lord your God, dwelling in Si- 
on, my holy mountain ; then ſhall Feruſa- 
lem be holy, and there ſhall no ſtrangers 
paſs through her any more. All which 
places no man can reaſonably doubr, 
and 
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and all Chriſtians do firmly conſent. to 
reſpe& the Chriſtian Church. To which 
'y | we may: add that paſlage of the Au- 
s | thour to the Hebrews, ch. 12. v. 22, But 

e are come unto mount Sion, and unto 
the. City. of the living God, the heavenly 

erſatem that 1s, to the Chriſtian 

rch. 

4. The manner of this Covenant's 
delivery, and confirmation by the Di- 
vine Oath, argues the inconditionate, 
irreverſible, and perpetual conſtitution 
thereof: for to God's moſt abſolute and 
immutable Decrees this moſt auguſt and 
ſolemn confimation doth peculiarly a- 
on So the Apoſtle to the Hebrews 
cems to intimate : Wherein ( faith he ) He 6: 17 
God willing more abundantly to demon- 
ſtrate the inmutability 0 f his connſel , 
 (banAtiftu Th pred Kio TP p&Mis, ) 
interpoſed an oath. 

We may therefore ( I ſuppoſe ) up- 
on theſe grounds ſolidly and fafely con- 
clude, that this Promiſe doth principal- 
ly belong, and ſhall therefore infalhbly 
be made good to the Chriſtian Prieſt- 
hood ; to thoſe who 1n the Chriſtian 
Church, by offering Spiritual Sacrifices 
of praiſe and thankſgiving, by directing 
and inſtrufting the people in the know- 

Hh 4 ledge 


- Iſa. 86: 21, 


| Jer, 33. 18. 
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ledge of the Evangelical Law, by implo. of v 
ring 'for and pronouncing upon them ||{orc 
the Divine apy nw" do bear ana- 
logy with, and fupply the room of the 
Jewiſh Prieſthood. 
| From which diſcourſe we may by tha || Na 
way deduce this Corollary ; That the || fira 
title of Prieſt, although it did ( as || co 
moſt certainly it doth not ) properly || gr 
and primarily fignifie a Fewiſh Sacrificer, || nit 
( or Slaughterer of Beaſts, ) doth yet || pt 
no-wiſe deſerve that reproach which is }| tt 
by ſome inconſiderately, ( not. to fay, || ' 
profanely,) upon that miſtaken ground, 
commonly calt upon it : ſince the Holy }} c 
Scripture it ſelf, we ſee, doth here, even ! 
in that ſenſe ( moſt obnoxious to ex- 


_ ception) aſcribe it to the Chriſtian Pa- 


ſtours. . And fo. likewiſe doth the Pro- 
phet 1/aiah 5 And T will alſo take of thene 
for Prieſts and for Levites, ſaith the 
Lord: peaking (as the context plain- 
ly declares) of the Gentiles, which 
ſhould be converted and aggregated ta 
God's Church. And the Prophet Fere- 
miah ; Neither ſhall the Prieſts the Le- 
vites want @ 141 rs me to offer burnt- 
offerings, and ta do ſacrifice continually, 
Which Prophecy alfo evidently con- 
ccris the ſame time and ſtate of things ; 
0 


Ne 
as 
y 
? 
t 
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> bof which the Prophet Melacks thus 
n Ifretels: For from the riſing of the Sam Mal. x. r1. 
i- | jo the going down of the ſame, my Name 


ſhall be great among the Gentiles ;, and in 
every place Incenſe ' ſhall be offered to my 
Name, and a pure offering, It were de- 
firable therefore, that men would better 
confider , before they entertain ſuch 
undleſs offences, or paſs fo uncha- 
ritable cenſares upon either words, or 
= or things. Bur I proceed to 
% | 


TT. Particular, which is the Matter 
of the Promiſe, Cloathing with ſalva- 
tion. Where we may obſerve, 

Firſt, That the uſual metaphorof be- 
ing cloathed, doth in the Sacred dialect 
denote a compleat endowment with, a 
plentiful enjoyment of, or an entire 
application to, that thing, or quality, 
with which a perſon is ſaid to be cloa- 


thed. Sois God himſelf faid to be cloa- Pal. gz. 1. 


thed with majeſty and ſtrength. And 


David prays, that they might be cloa- Pal. 35.26. 
thed with ſhame and diſhonour, that did '*\- 109. 29. 


magnifie themſelves © againſs him. And 


in Ezekzel, The Princes of the Iſles, being Ezck. 26. 16. 


amazed by the ruine of Tyre, are ſaid to 
loath themſelves with trembling. And 
that 
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that bitter adverſary of David (in on Ne 


». 


Ver. Iog9.) did cloath - himſelf with curſi 
WE with a garment. And Job avou K. 


Job 29.14, of himſelf, 1 put on righteouſneſs, and it (yd 


cloathed me ; my judgment was as a x, 
"and a diadem. And S. Peter adviles us ;* 

x Pet. 5.5, tO put 07, or to be cloathed with humili. the 

fy. Finally, 1azah introduces our Sayi- || wc 

Ia. 61419 our ſpeaking thus: I will greatly rejozee || th 

in the Lord, my ſoul ſhall be joyful in my || th 
God : for he hath cloathed me with the || Si 
garments of ſalvation , he hath covered || w 
 Ta.y9.17- . me with the robe of righteouſneſs; as a | D 
bridegroom decketh himſelf with orna- | B 
rents, and as a bride adorneth her ſelf || © 
with her jewels. So that (as by thele | v 
inſtances we may diſcern) to be cloa- } i 
thed with ſalvation, is, to be perfeQlyen- || | 
dowed therewith ; to be inveſted with | 
it as with a garment, which wholly en- |. 
cloſeth and covereth the body, fo that 
no partis left unguarded and unadorned 
thereby. 

Secondly, But now what is that Sal- 
vation, with which the Prieſts of Sion 
ſhall be thus cloathed ? I anſwer : Sal- 
wation, when it 1s put abſolutely, and 
not conjoyned with any particular ob- 
ze, (or term from which, ) doth in 
the Hebrew language properly goin a 

Cl-> 
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P/ IDeliverarice from, or remotion of all 
ze Iorts of inconveniences 3 and, conſe- 
quently, an Aﬀluence of all good things; 
t Jand, in effeR, the ſame which other lan- 
es call Felicity and Proſperity, or 
) Gefen by terms equivalent to thoſe-; 
lt the Hebrews havin g hardly any other 
VE ſword ſo properly correſpondent to 
ee | thoſe, as this word, Salvation. Whence 


that title of Saviour, and the God of 


= _ 


mighty God, imports as much as, the /*7* Platon- 


Diſpenſer of all good gifts ; the great 
Benefacour, Aſliter, and Protectour 
of men : And to Save, is promiſcuouſly 
uſed for, to relieve the needy, to com- 
fort the ſorrowful ; to reſtore the fick 
to his health, the priſoner to his liber- 
ty, the captive to his country ; to de- 
fend the weak from injury, and the 
humble from contempt z to,deliver the 
diſtreſſed from imminent danger,the in- 
nocent from unjuſt condemnation, the 
{landered from undeſerved reproach : in 
a word, all the effects of God's Good- 
neſs and Power, the whole work of the 
Divine Providence and Beneficence, are 
hereby expreſled. 

We will recite one or two of thoſe 


many places which confirm this notion. 
Pſalm 


"y 
, Selvation, fo often attributed to Al- pe,,, <7, 
4 
2 


F II 
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Pſalm 85. 9. Surely his Salvation is nigh gy 
#hems that fear hint, that glory may dwell Ver 
in our land : his Salvation is nigh, that Wie 
is, his loving care attendsupon them, to fliv 
aſſiſt and preſerve them : which in Pa. 


tos 
145. 19. is thusotherwiſe exprefled ; He 5 
will fulfil the deſire of them that fear him; || c 
V 

tl 

Nl 

y 

\ 

| 

| 

{ 


he will hear therr cry, and will ſave them, 
And again, "Pſalm 149. 4. The Lord ta 
keth pleaſure in his people 5 he will beaw- 
tifie the meek with Salvation : that is, he 
will by his good Providence diſpoſe 
them into a convenient and decent con- 
dition of life. And again, P/alz 144. 
v. Io. It is he that giveth Salvation unto 
Kings ; that is, by whoſe gracious dil- 
poſal they proſper, and are preſerved in 
dignity, plenty, and ſafety. 

[ will not, by citation of places, la- 
bour to confirm ſo obvious a Notion : 
It may ſuihee for that purpoſe, that the 
ſupreme accompliſhment of all Happi- 
neſs, the enjoyment of perfe&t Bliſs in 
Heaven, 1s, in agreement with this Jew- 
7/0 acception of the word, moſt com- 
monly ſtyled Salvation. But I muſt add, 
that whereas Salvation may relate either 
to the outward eſtate of a man's body, 
lite, and fortunes, or to the internal diſ- 
poſitions of the mind 3 to our preſent 
CON- 
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"gh lend ition in this world, or to our fu- 
dwell fire and eternal eſtate : it doth ſeem 
that Where (I fay not, to exclude the latter al- 


ogether, yet) more direCtly and prin- 
' oy to reſpect the mnt os. 
Oe Fexternal and temporal welfare, which is 
3 conſpicuous and viſible in this world. 
My reaſon is, Becauſe the other parts of 
this prophetical Promiſe do, in their 
moſt natural acception, fignifie that out- 
ward Proſperity wherewith God would 
youchſafe to bleſs his Church : that a- 
bundant benedi&ion of her ſtore, that ſa- 
4 Þ tirfying her poor with bread, that joyfidl 
'0 | exultation of her Saints, that cloathing 
{ ber enemies with ſhame, being expreſi- 
1 F ons properly denoting a ſtate of exter- 
nal good weal and comfort ; and in con- 
* | fonance to them require, that we thus 
* | likewiſe underſtand this phraſe; the 
Prieſts being alſo queſtionleſs deſigned 
to partake 1n this glorious Felicity of 
the Church. Which is alſo cgnfirmed 
by other Prophecies of the ſame tenour 
and intention : as particularly that in 
Jer 31. concerning the collection of 
(ſrael, and redemption of the Spiritual 
Sion, *tis ſaid, 1 will ſatiate the ſoul of ver. 14 
the Prieſts with fatneſs, and my people ſhall 
be ſatisfied with my goodneſs, &Cc. 


Now 


_—p , 
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Now, although we may adventure [le 
ſafely to interpret the declarations of |f*" 
Divine favour according to the moſt #* 
comprehenſive ſenſe of which the words [#01 
are capable, where they are conceived: | © 
Cit being the manner of the immenſly | P! 
Good God, to exceed rather, then to 
be deficient, in the performance of his al 
word ; .and. to ſurpaſs the expeRations || "* 
he hath raiſed in us, then any wiſe to || © 
ſ 

\ 


Sg 


diſappoint them: yet however, the 
leaſt we can imagine here promiſed to 
the Prieſts of Sion, will comprehend 
theſe three things. 5 

1. A Free and Safe condition of life ; 
that they be not expoſed to continual 
dangers of ruin; of miſerable futfe- 
rance, or remedileſs injury : that the 
benefits of peace, and law, and publick 
protection, ſhall particularly appertain 


to them 3 ſo that their adverſanies (if 


any they happen to have) ſhall not be 
incited, -by hope of reward or impuni- 


ty, to hurt their perſons, . rifle. their 


oods, diſturb their quiet's but that 
ey ſhall enjoy good degrees of ſecu- 
rity, hberty, and tranquillity im this 


world. 


2. A Proviſion of competent ſubſi- 


ſtence for them: that their condition of 


life 
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fife be not wholly neceſfitous, or ve 
penarious, _—_ of convenient 4 
moſt [eommodations, or depending altogether 
_ for them upon the arbitrary benevolen- 
ed: þ ces o- ne rye but a more 
aſl} | plauſible kind © ery 3 but that 
4 bo ſhall be furniſhed with Gach reaſon- 
his Þ able ſupplies, as are requiſite to encou- 
Ins them in the chearful performance 

of their duty. 


he 3. A Sutable degree of reſpe&, and 

'o | high a ſtation among men, as may 

d | commend them to general eſteem, and 

vindicate them from contempt : that 

; | they be not reputed among the dregs 

| | and refuſe of the people; that their 

. | perſons be not baſe and Jefoicable, their 

names made the objects of vulgar oblo- 

quy, their funtions become proſtitute 

to profane irrifion; but that ſome con- 

fiderable authority, ſome more'then or- 

dinary regard and veneration accrue un- 

to them from the high relations which 

they bear, and from the ſacred buſineſs 
which they manage. 

All this at leaſt (accordingtothe moſt 

moderate interpretation of the phraſe ) 

that abundant Salvation doth imply , 


wherewith God hath promiſed to zzvefs 


the Prieſts of Sion, 
ſts of EL 
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We may therefore preſume, or rather 
not preſume, but contderily rely upon, 
and comfort our ſelves in the expettati- 
on of God's faithful continuance to ful. 


fil this Promiſe. - We .may affure our 


ſelves, that nenher the fecret envy of 
them who repine. at thoſe encourage- 
ments which God's Providence hath con- 
ferred on his Prieſts, nor the open ma- 
lice of thoſe that furioutly oppugn their 
welfare, ſhall ever prevail to overwhelm 
them with extream miſery, penury, or 
diſgrace; ſince no endeavour 'of earth 


or hell can ever be able to reverſe this 


everlaſting decree of Heaven, : or to de- 
feat that irreſiſtible power whnch -is en- 


gaged to its .,execution. No. inferiour 


orce can ſtrip them naked of that Sal- 
vation, wherewith the Supreme Truth 
hath promiſed tocloath them. 
- Which confidence of ours may be im- 
proved, by conſidering the Reaſons that 


' might induce Almighty God to reſolve, 


and promiſe thus favourably in behalf 
of his Prieſts, (For though we cannot 
penetrate the incomprehenſible depths 
of the Divine Counſel, nor ſhould ever 
peremptorily conclude concerning the 
determinate Reaſons of his Aftions : 
yet when the wiſdom of his procee- 
= ' dings 
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digs doth clearly approve it {elf toous 
WE anding » we ought readily to 
acknowledge it, and humbly to praiſe 
him for it.) Now the Reaſons why Di- 


| vine- Providence . ſhould. undertake to 


pteſerve the Prieſthood. in ſafety, to 
procure for them liberal maintenance, 
and to raiſe them above a ſtate of ſcorn 
and infamy , may be eſpecially theſe 
_—.. 
- I, It concerns God's Honour, 
2. The Good of the Church requires 
--.. 10. 18 
3. Equity and the reaſon of the caſe 
>. , -exacs1t. RE | 
. In proſecuting which Heads of dif- 
courſe, I ſhall not ſeem to you (I hope) 
to tranſgreſs the rules of modeſty, or de- 
cency. There be certain ſeaſons, where- 


in confeſſedly it is not only excuſable, 


but expedient alſo, to commend one's 
Self; as when a man's falſly accuſed, 


orunjuſtly afflicted. And with greater 


reaſon ſometime men are allowed to 
praiſe the Country where. they were 
born and bred, the Family to which 


they are allied, the Society to which 


they are more eſpecially related. And 
if at this time I aſſume the like liberty, 
the occaſion (I hope) will apologize for 

fi me. 


42 


Jol. 2. 17. 
2 lim. 2. 24- 


5 1 Cor. 4. 0, 


Rom. 15. 16. 
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me. It becomes not meto be an adviſer, 


much leſs a reprover,” in this Audience: 
may I'therefore, with your favourable 
permiſſion, preſume to be a commen- 
der, or (if you pleaſe) a pleader for 
the welfare of this Sacred Order, al- 
though my ſelf an unworthy and inconſi- 
derable Member thereof. I ſay therefore, 
T. God's Honour is concerned in the 
ſate, comfortable, and honourable eſtate 
of his Prieſts: and that upon account 
of thoſe manifold relations , whereby 
they ſtand allied, appropriated, and de- 

voted to himſelf. | 
They are in a peculiar manner his 
Servants. The ſervant of the Lord ( ſaith 
S. Paul) muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle 
unto all men, apt to teach, The ſervant 
of the Lord, who'sthat ? are not all men 
God's ſervants? is not he Lord of all? 
Yes; but a Chriſtian Prieſt, ſuch as 77- 
mothy was, 1s by way of excellency fo 
ſtyled. All men owe ſobjedtion, obedi- 
ence, and homage to God: but the 
Prieſts are (his YT1ptTathis acspjer) his 
Miniſters, his Officers, hits immediate 
Attendants, his Domeſticks as it were, 
and menial Servants ; that approach his 
Perſon, that tread the Courts of his 
Houſe, that wear his proper —_ , 
that 


F - 4C tees od amd am- Of" HL = 6-8 - = 
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| that are employed i in his particular buſi- 
neÞs. And is it then for God's ho- 


hour, to ſuffer them to be abuſed, to 
want convenient ſuſtenance, to live 


in a mean and diſgraceful condition 2 | 


Would it not redound to the diſcredit 
bf an earthly Prince; to permit, that the. 
imenderits on his Perſon, the officers of 
his Court; the executers of his EdiQs 
ſhould have the leaſt injury offered 
them, ſhould fare ſcantly or courſely, 
ſhould appear in a ſordid garb ? are 
they not therefore b eſpecial privileges 
—_ from ſuch 

nd ſhall the Great King and Lord of 
all the world be deemed leſs provident 
for, leſs indulgent (not eo (ay leſs juſt) 
anto his Servants? Servants, I ſay, and 
thoſe not of the loweſt rank, nor ap- 


owes to the vileſt drudgeries; but 
U 


ch asare employed in the moſt honou- 
fable charges, and are entruſted with 
his moſt eſpecial concernments. , . 

They are his Stewards. ( A Biſhop, 
faith $; Paul, muſt be. blameleſs, as 
Steward of God 1 If the Church be 


inconveniences ?. 


az 
%”. 


Tit.1. 57 


olkG- os, God's honſe, or family, as 'tis *: Tim, 3; 


called, and the Prieſts the Olav punt, the ** 
Stewards of that houſe, the Comptrol- 


| Errs of that family ; 'tis ſurely no mean 


Fr 2 ſtation 


+ 
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x Cor. 4. 1. 


Luk. 12, 42+ 
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ſtation. they obtain therein. The diſtrt- 
bution of his bread, -(" the Bread of he, 
his holy Word,.) and the diſpenſation 
of his moſt precious Goods, ( the holy 
Myſteries, are committed to their care 
and prudence. Who then ( faith our 
Saviour ) # that faithful and. wiſe ſtew- 
ard, whom his Lord. ſhall make ruler over 


kis houſhold, to give thens their portion of 


eat in due ſeaſon £ Who but the Priefts, 
who are therefore ſtyled both npo52- 


Guides, Rulers, ) and Tiowdves ( Fee- 


x Cor. 3.10. 


W Cor. 3. 9. 


ders or Paſtours ) of the Church ? 

_ Yea theyare 01x03 allo,:the Buil- 
ders of that houſe, founding it by 1ni- 
tial converfion, rearing it by. continued 
mſtradtion, covering and finiſhing it by 
ſacramental obſignation of Divine grace. 
As a wiſe archite&, ( faith S. Paul) I 
hawe laid the foundation, and another 
builds upon it. 

_ They are Ewepyei os, Co-operatours 
with God: that manage his buſineſs, 
and drive on his deſigns : the Solicitours 
of his affairs 3 the Maſters of his re- 
queſts: * his Heralds, that publiſh his 
Decrees, denotnce his Judgments, pro- 
claim his Pardons, and acts of Grace un- 
to his ſubjects ; that blazon his is 

an 
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and defend his rightful Authority in 


his moſt glorious Spiritual Kingdom 3; 


Kingdom of God 5) the orderly admi- 
iſtration of which , 1ts advancement, 
its preſervation , and its eniargement, 
are eſpecially commended to their dili- 
gence and fidelity. 

They are, laſt- 


the world : yea his Miniſters of State 3; 
the Miniſters (I fay, abſt invidia,) of 


( which is peculiarly denominated #he” 


48s. 


ly , God's * Embaſ- * Y;de Mal. 2,5 For the Prieſts lips 


ſhowld reep knowledge, and they ſhawl 
fadours ? delegated ſeek the law at rPoacbr « for be * the. © 


by him to treat of M«yenger of the Lordof Hoſts. 


peace, and ſoliett a 


fair correſpondence between Heaven 


and Farth. Nowthen (faith $. Paul) we » Cor. 5. 2. + 


are Embaſſadours for Chriſt , as though 
God did beſeech you by #s : we pray you 
in Chriſt's ſtead , be rec@rciled to God. 
As though God did beſeech you by us; ſee, 
they manage God's concernments, and 
in a manner repreſent his perſon. At 
leaſt, if the Apoſtles were more proper- 
ly God's Embaſſadours, the preſent Mi- 
niſters of Religion are his Agents, and 
Reſidents here among men, deligned to 
urſue the ſame negotiations commen- 
ced by them. Now you know by the 
lawy of Nations, and common conſent of 
I13 all 


| peceiveth bim 
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all men, all manner of ſecurity, 'good 


entertainment, and civil refpe& hath | 
been ever acknowledged due to Em: | 


bafladours, ( and publick Miniſters: ) 
their employment hath been eſteemed 
; honourable, their perſons held ſacred 
TY"; and inviolable; and whatſoever dif- 
courtelie hath been ſhewed' unto , or 
outrage committed upon them, bath 

been interpreted done to him from 

whom they derive their commiſlion, 

whoſe perſon they repreſent. And f6 
| Joby 13-20. truly the bad uſage of God's Prieſts, if 
* hevs dimers D20t direftly and immediately, does yet 
| theſe, &. really and truly , according to moral 
| dee 10: 49: oftimation, terminate on God himſelf 
2 He that re- and reflect ON his Honour, and preju- 
eciveth you, dice his Religion 3'a due regard to 
$ha ſent you, Which cannot be maintained, without 
{*- ;**  « proportionable reſpe& to the Miniſters 
thereof. ' The baſeſt of the people may 

ſerve to be Prieſts to Feroboarr's Calves, 

but not become the -Miniſtery of the 

God of Iſrael. MS X 

** Do we not ſee the reverence of Civil 

\ Government upheld more by the ſpe- 

cious circumſtances, then hy the teal 

neceflity thereof; by the tmagnificent 


retinue, and ſplendid . ornaments of. 


Princely dignity, then by the eminent 
WS - benefits 


—_- —_ 


qe 
N 
Ad 
xc 

b 

( 

| 
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benefits of peace and juſtice ſpringing 
+ .f thence ? Shall not (not only the grea- 
»: | teſt. inward worth, but )- the higheſt 
.\ | Nobility, if bafely attired, badly atten- 
ded, ſlenderly accommodated, paſs un- 
. egarnded, yea diſregarded by us? men 
if | being generally either unable to diſcern, 


or | orunwilling to acknowledg excellency 
h | deveſted of ſenſible luſtre. Religion 
mM 
, 
) 
: 


therefore muſt be well habited, or it 
will be ill reſpefted : the Priefts muſt 
year a comely ( it not a coſtly) livery, 
or God their Maſter's reputation wull 
be impaired in popular fancy. 

Conſider David's reaſoning 3 Loe, 1 
dwell in a houſe of Cedars, but the Ark 
of the Covenant of the Lord remaineth un- 
der Curtains and compare ſuch diſ- 
courſe therewith as this 3 and judg can- 
didly, whether they have. not ſome 
parity : Loe, my Attendents are clad 
with the fineſt purple, God's Miniſters 
are covered with the courſeſt ſack- 
cloath 3 my People ſurfeit with dain- 
ties, his Servants pineaway for ſcarcity 

_ my Courtiers are reſpectfully faluted, his 
Prieſts ſcornfully derided; no man dare 
offend mine, every one may trample on 
his Officers. 

And leſt we ſhould imagine God 

I1 4 him- 
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of them, and appropriates the matter 
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himſelf altogether void of ſuch reſent- | 
ments, or ſuch compariſonsimpertinent, | 
conſider that ' diſdainful 'exprefſion of 
his; "If ye offer the blind for feacrifee, "il 6: 
it not evil? and if you offer the lamt 
and fick., is it not evil ? Offer it now to 
thy Governour ; will he be pleaſed 'with 
the, or accept thy perſon ? ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts. The ſame teſtimonies of re- 
ſpect .that we ſhew 'our Governours, 
God, it ſeems, expedts from us in all 
kinds, and niay reaſonably much gred- 
ir. 

*Nor is it a matter of ſlight conſiders- 
tion, how plentiful proviſion , in 'the 
policy deviſed and conſtituted by God 
himſelf, was made for the Prieſts 5 how 
God affumes the immediate patronage 


of their ſuſtenarice 'unito himſelf. The 
* Prieſts* (faith the Law ) ' the Levites, 
and all the tribe. of Levi ſhalt have io 
part nor inheritance - with | Iſrael 5 they 
ſhall eat the © offeririgs off the Lord made 
by fire; and kis inheritance. Therefore 
they ſhall have #0 inheritance among their 
brethren': the Lord is their inheritance. 
So that ther! ( it ſeertis) *no man could 
withhold any part of the Prieſts main- 
tenance, WRhont lacrilegious-encroach- 
en : ment 


4% >. a6 
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ment on God's own right, and robbin 
him of his due : ( which 1s the yRrnnrs 
ſecurity of an eſtate imaginable.) How 
likewiſe ( next to the Prince) the high- 

eſt dignity and authority was then con- 

ferrd on the Prieſts : to them the in- 
terpretation of Law, to them the deci- 

fion of doubtful caſes did appertain 3 

with ſevere injunctions to comply with 
- their determinations. See how the bu- 
Jinels is inculcated. If there ariſe a mat- Deut. 17.8, g, 
ter too hard for thee, between bloud and "> 3 te 
bloud , between plea and plea, between 

frroke and ſtroke, being matters of con- 
troverſte within thy gates; then ſhalt thou 

ariſe, and get thee up unto the place which 

the Lord thy God ſhall chuſe : And thou 

ſhalt come unto the Prieſts the Levites, 

and unto the Fudge that - ſhall be in thoſe 

aays, aud enquire and. they ſhall ſhew 

thee the ſentence of judgment. And tho 

ſhalt do according to the ſentence which 

they of that plate , which the Lord fhall 

chuſe, ſhall fhew thee, and thou ſhalt ob- 
ſerve to do according to all that they. in- 

form thee, According to the fn of 

the Law which they ſhall teach thee, and 
according to the judgment which they ſhall 

tell thee , thou ſhalt do : thou ſhalt not 
ſ decline from the ſentence, which they 

7 w ſhall 
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ſhall ſhew thee, to the right hand. noy 9 | 
the left. And. the man that will do pre. | 

uouſly, and will not hearken to the 
Prieſt, that ftandeth to miniſter there be. 
fore the Lord thy God, even that man 
ſhall die, and thou ſhalt put away evil from 
Iſrael. "Obſerve with how eminent a 
| power God then Pe fit to endow 
 . * Ka? 3 7 - his Prieſts *, 


w/c my Toy, = 


2x, bygrat ff fruiver, #814 oY xamryvuruten it 
| Td, Aus, + ogy >: Foft Yu Prieſts were conſtituted $n. 


praviſours Att all things, Kh ow Judges of controverſies, and Puniſheys 
| . of offefices, 2. 117 Apiontm. 
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And though weare not in all caſe 
obliged punctually to follow thoſe po- 
litical preſcriptions 3 yet is the reaſon 
of them . perpetual, and the example 
venerable : eſpecially ſince the cuſtom 
'of all Twnes, and: the reaſon of all the 
World doth in- a ſort conſpire «to back 
it. 

+ The firſt Prieſt we meet with in 

Scripture is Melchizedeks a King allo; 

Wn. 14 and ſuch a one, as the Patriarch Abra- 
©». ham, (aPrincealſo himſelf, and, what 
is ſomewhat more, juſt then a Cong ue- 
four, ) in the midſt of his triumphal 

heights, was not aſhamed to acknow- 

- ledge his ſuperiour, to honour him 

with a tribute of his ſpoils, and to re- 


ccive 


| bn produce the Egyptian Hierophante, 
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ceive a benediction from him. The 


Prieft of Oz, _ ty was not 
_ t by the King of £2gypt an un- 
equal match for Joſeph, his chief Fa- 


yourite, and the ' next in dignity to 


himſelf in that flouriſhing Kingdom. 
(Though ſuch an alliance would per- 
haps he thought derogatory to the 
Worſhips of our days.) The third is 
Rexel, or Fethro, Prieſtof Midiar, the 
Father-in-law likewiſe of the illuſtrious 
Moſes; a man as of approved wiſdom, 


fo doubtleſs of confiderable dignity too. 


And the next to him (in order of ſto- 
ry) is the venerable Aaroz, no meaner 
2 man, then the Brother of him who 
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* | next (if I miſtake not) is Patipherah, Gen: 41. 45- 


was King in Jeſurun. Thus all Na- Dew. 33 5. 


tions, wiſe and ignorant, civil and bar- 


ba 

Parous, WETE by One CO” p41 wer F. 
mon inſtin& (as it were) of 097: $8 yweyy, te Caray 
natural reaſon prompted, by >» gia 19/5470. val 


ToAtTwy 


conferring extraordinary %,/ne.c- 
privileges of: honour and 
convenience on their Prieſts, to expreſs 
their reverence of the Deity, and their 
affection toReligion. 

 Twillnot ranſfack the cloſets of An- 
tiquity , nor with needleſs oftentati- 


the 


Toures ud - 
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*Porph.-me? * the Perſian Magi, the Gaulifh Druids, V 
IF 7-4 "4.1 the Caliphs and Myfti's of other Nati. | X< 
_ - _ ons, to ſhew what-preeminencies of re. | i 
—- ad they enjoyed , what powerful | | 
fway they bore 1n their reſpective coun- | 72 

tries; how the moſt weighty affairs; | 5 

» both of peace and war, were common- | Þ 

ly dire&ed by their oracular difates, || * 

It ſhall ſufhce to obſerve, that the gal- Þ 1 

lant Romans, ( whoſe devout zeal to || ' 

| Tib.6, religion Polybizs himſelf, no ſpecial 
friend of theirs, could not forbear to 

admire and applaud,) I fay, that the 

Tl-»rz 3 moſt wiſe and valiant Rowzans did ſet fo 
rezyuals, high a value upon the Prieſtly order, 

> ©&»d7- that if their principal Magiſtrates (the 

; Fo. Plat.» Prxtors, and Confuls themſelves ) did 
as caſually meet with one of Yeſia's Prieſts, 
they cauſed immediately thoſe dreadful 

Rods, the enligns of their Authority, 
* Sen.» Cons. tO ſubmit; and they themſelves reſpect- 
Eos. fully gave place, as if they meant to 
| ' confeſs thoſe Prieſts in a manner their 
betters. Nor did they among them of 

the moſt noble extraQtion, and of. the 

| higheſt dignity in the Commonwealth, 

( even after many glorious exploits at- 

chieved by them, ) ſcornfully diſdain, 

but rather did ambitiouſly affe& to be 

admitted into the College of way "1 

inſ0- 
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infomuch that,after the diſſolution of the 
Republick,the Emperours thought good 
to aſlume the Pontifical dignity to them- 
ſelves, ſuppoſing. the Office too honou- 
rable , the Title too magnificent for a 
Subje&. For they wiſely, it ſeems, and 
honeſtly ad udged it no debaſement of 
&, || their quality, no diminution to their 
il. | perſonal excellency, to be imployed in 
o | the ſervice of the immortal Gods 3 
1 {| Whom they acknowledged the Patrons 
) | of their Country, the Protectours of 
their ſafety : Nor that they leſs deſer- 
| ved. of the publick, who rightly orde- 

red their religious Devotions, then they 
who prudently adviſed in the Senate, 
or fought valiantly in the field: for 
that the good ſucceſs of publick under- 
takings did as much, or more, depend 
upon the favourable diſpoſition of Di- 
vine Providence, as upon the careful 
endeavour of humane induſtry. | 

I cannot forbear to allege that fo 


grave and pertinent ſpeech of Czcero, 


which is the Exordium of his Oration 


ad Pontifices : * Cam multa divinitus, 


« *Pontifices, 4 majoribns noſtris inventa 
* atque inſtituta ſunt ; tum nihil precla- 
< rius, quam quod vos eoſdem & Keligio- 
&« nibus Deorum inmmortalinm , & ſun- 


& 74h 
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& 294 Reip. preeſſe volueritt - ut aviph 1 
« irs + clariſſinei Cives Rempabl, ke; r 
« gerendo , Religiones ſapienter interpre: 
&« tandlo, Remp. conſefvarent. A whole. 
ſomeand politick inſtitution he thought 
it, conducible to the publick good and 
ſafety, that the Civil and Sacred Antho- 
rity ſhould be united in the ſame per- 
fons; that it was as well for the inte- 
teſt of the State, as for the credit of 
Religion, that the Prieſts ſhould be 
men of honour, or (* which is all one) 

honourable men Priefts, 

All which evinces plainly, that it is 
1m no wiſe the reſult of a generous heart, 
( for what Nation ever produced fo 
many brave ſpirits as that ? ) but ra- 
ther proceeds from an inconſiderate de- 
Ircacy of humour, ('or from a profane 
haughtineſs of mind,) to loath, as now 
men do, and defpiſe that employment, 
which in its own' nature is of all moſt 
noble, and moſt beneficial 
Ttune, plis <cer hom. to mankind. For if to be 
Me i imei wei Aa Courticr ih a particular 
 cleſtic Regs effcialer,, «!- Country, isof allothers the 
0s; C _— «=, frm moſt honourable relation ; 
ry as on and to wait upon a mortal 
; Se terrend rin. King, 5 accounted a moſt 
Bern Epift. 28. warthy function; to be pe- 
Ip cuharly 
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harly God's Servant, and in Religi= 
ous addreſſes immediately to attend on 


* Shim, muſt conſequently be the moſt 


excellent preferment in the World , 


- I which is God's Kingdom. And if to 


ſupply a man's bodily needs, to reſtore 
his liberty, to ſave his life, be works of 
generous beneficence: how much more 
s it ſo, by good conduct and inſtrudti- 
on of men, to adorn their Souls with 
Vertue, to free them from the bondage 
of Sin, to reſcue them from eternal 
rune ? 


Our magnanimous Anceſtours, who-.. 


erected as well trophees of their invin- 
cible courage abroad , as monuments 
of their incomparable piety at home, 
and equally by both did purchaſe im- 
mortal renown to their ingrateful po- 
ſterity, ( for not to imitate good ex- 
ample; is the greateſt ingratitude,) they, 
I ſay, were otherwiſe diſpoſed; to 
whoſe honeſt Devotion we owe thoſe 


| handſome privileges, and thoſe com- 


petent revenues which the Prieſthood 
ſtill enjoys 3 and which are ſo maligned 
by this untoward Age, not leſs degene- 
rate in ſpirit, then corrupt in manners : 
when all Wiſdom, and Vertue, and 
Religion , are almoſt in moſt places 

grown 


% 
% 
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rown ridiculous: when the ſiows wh Ii 


of Reaſon is become ( in vulgar opini. 


cetice is reputed-a meer defe& of wit; 
and weakneſs of judgment z Integrity, 
a. fond pertinacity of humour; Con- 
ſtancy of mind, and Gravity of demea- 
nour; a kind of fullen moroſity, or 
uncouth affectation of _— and 
all ſtri& praftice of Chriſti 

currs the imputation of ſome new-found 
opprobrious name, one or other, No. 
wonder then., when Religion it ſelf 
hath fo much decayed im its love and 
eſteem, if the Prieſts, its profeſſed Guar- 
dians, do partake in its fortune. Nox 
5 it to be feared, but that; when the 
predominant vanities of the Age are 
ſomewhat decocted , and men grow 
weary of their own inconvenient fol- 
hes 3 when-ever ( not a fierce zeal for 
ſome whimſical Model, or ſome para- 
doxical Opinion, but) a ſober eſteem 
of, and a cordial affection to Vertue 
and genuine Piety do begin to revive 
1m the breaſts of men'; the love and re- 
verence of the Clergy will return. For 
it will be ever true, what was once 
ſaid,” ( though diftated only from the 
| reaſon 


on ) the moſt impertinent and infignj.' 
ficant thing in the world: when Inno- 


an Duty in- 
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ik Iedfon and experience of a Heathen,) 
Ini 9ni bon# fide colit Des, anmat &* Sacer- Statius, Epifhi 


i- Bdotes 3 He that ſincerely worſhips God, Siren, 
IU pill heartily love his Prieſts, But not 


to infiſt longer on this Reaſon. - 
IT. The Good of the Church requires, 


* | that the Prieſthood be well protected, 


well provided for, and well regarded. 
That men be converted from iniquity, 
and induced to the ſincere praftice of 
Vertue,is the chief Good of the Church, 
that to which the Favour of God is an- 
nexed; and upon which the Salvation 
of Souls doth rely. And this Good 
mainly depends, partly upon the due 
execution of the Prieſtly office, partly 
upon the fit diſpoſition of the people 
to comply therewith : and to both 
thoſe effets the comfortable eſtate of 
the Prieſthood is conducible and requi- 
fite. The Prieſt muft be capable to in- 
ſtrut with advantage; and the people 
diſpoſed to learn with readinefs : He 
muſt lead, and they follow chearfully 
in the paths of righteouſneſs. Which 
alacrity how can he be Maſter of, whoſe 
mind care and grief, the inſeparable 
companions of a needy eſtate, do con- 
tinually diſtrat and diſcompoſe ? whoſe 
ſpirit is dejeted with conſtznt regret, 

K k and 


r 
* 
S 


_ ceſlarily induce? ) No; few there be, 


AR. g. 2y. & 
14.3. & 19. $+ 


Eph. 6.19.8» 


= Luk. 4.. 32. 


Tir, 2. T5. 


F Phil. 1. 14. 


_» they are obliged to deal impartially 


” niſh, 
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and frequent diſappouitments ? Can' he- [lf 
rw expociee'in the diſcharge of [| 
his duty,. who is perplexed with the 
difficulties, and encumbred with the va- [poi 
rieties of ſecular buſineſs, (ſuch as the I þle 
commogee of a narrow condition do ne- || ce 


nl 
that, with EpiJfetzs, can philofophate in || y 
ſlavery 3 or, like Cleanthes, can draw || © 
water all the day, and ftudy moſt of the |} y 
night. g 
- The Prieſts are bound, (for the pro- || « 
pagation of truth and right, and for { 
the reclaiming of men from errour and || | 
fin, thatis, for the moſt important 
of the Church,) as the Apoſtles are of- 
ten related to have done, mxecyndtedou, 
to ſpeak all out ; (or to uſe an unconfhi- 
ned liberty of ſpeech; to exhort to 
the prattice of Vertue, as our Saviour 
did, pt tfsviac, with licence and autho- 
rity; to deter from Vice, as St. Paul 
injoyns Titus, were wow Enrrmeyns, with 
an all-commandin 'g and imperious ſtrainz 
and (as thoſe faithful brethren did, 
encouraged by Saint Pax!'s example ) 
TYAuey xÞPIEWS AKAEv T Adyor, to dare un- 
dauntedly to utter the word of Truth : 


with all, to flatter no man ; to admo- 


ih, yea and (with prudenee ſeaſona- 
bly) to reprove' the greateſt of men 5 
| Boot to reſpect the perſons of the rich, 
nor to dread the faces of the moſt terri- 
ble among men. And how ſhall this ne+ 
2e- I cellary courage be engendred, be che- 
niſhed, be preſerved in the breaſt of him __ , 
who grovels upon the ground, and [,; axemg= 
crouches under the tereciing loads of 4»denr hom- 
want and diſgrace? What engines ate 7,274 
able to raiſe the ſpirits of men above the Juven. Sar. 5. 
ordinary fountains from which they AT_ 
ſpring, their fortunes ? what props can ox 5 me3s 3h 
ſuſtain them at that due pitch, deſtitute &-Hel-1 317- 
of ſolid ſtrength, wealth, and reſpe& ? Tos omole 
With what face ſhall a pitiful underling is aesſuale, 
encounter the ſolemn looks of an op- = mens 
preſling Grandee? with what hope of Snares, 
ſucceſs in his forlorn habit ſhall he ad- Menaud. 
venture to check the vicious extrava- 
gancies of a ruffling Gallant 2 Will he 
dare to contradift the opinion, or to 
diſallow the practice of that wealthy, 
or this powerful neighbour, by whoſe 
alms, it may be, he is relieved, and fup- 
ported by his favour ? 
* Butt admitit poſhible a man may be 
both extreamly indigent, and ſufficient- 
ly reſolute : ( that is, ſtrong without 
food, and fat by digeſting the thin air :) 
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- with what regard then ſhall his free [#" 
and faithful advice be entertained» | 


Shall not his moderate confidence be ac- 


counted impudence 3 his open finceri- | # 
ty of ſpeech be ſtyled unmannerly pre- . 


ſumption 3 his minding others of their 
duty adjudged a forgetfulneſs of his 
own condition, or a diſorderly tranf- 

reſſing the due limits thereof? If he 
be not aſhamed of the truth, will not 
the truth be aſhamed of him ? Shall he 
not prejudice more by the meanneſs of 
his garb, then further by the force of 
his reaſon, that good cauſe which' he 
maintains 2 Will men reſpe& his words, 
whoſe perſon they deſpiſe; will they 
be willingly counſelled, or patiently 
reproved -by him, whom they eſteem, 
yea, whom they plainly ſee, ſo much 
their inferiour ? No : the ſame words, 


/_ Which procced from the mouths of men 


in eminent dignity, are not the ſame 
when they are uttered by thoſe of baſe 
degree. Weak and ineffeCual are the 
moſt. eloquent harangues of beggarly 
Oratours; obſcure like themſelves and 
unobſerved the moſt notable dictates of 
poor mercenary pedants. The autho- 
rity of the ſpeaker doth uſually more 


Incline, then the weight of the matter. 


It 
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free Jitwas the obſervation of the wiſe Son 

aq p of Sirach 8 When a rich man ſlips 9 he Ecclus. 13, 

ac | hath many helpers ; he ſpeaketh things not **>*3: 

rj. | to be ſpoken, and yet men juſtifie him : 

Ye. | the poor - man miſcarried , and they far- 

eir | ther rebuked him; he ſpake diſcreetly, and 

his | get could have mo place, When a rich 

nf. | than ſpeaketh, every man holdeth his tongue, 

he | and his words they extol to the clouds : ori —_ 

ot | int if a poor man ſpeak, they ſay, Who is Cr 

ie | this ? and if he ſtumble, they will help to 

f | overthrow him. 

f 1 And Solomon himſelf notes the ſame; E<c{-s. 16. 

> | The poor man's wiſedom is deſpiſed, and 

his words are not beard. Not onely thoſe 

that ſwell with pride, and ſwim in plen- 

ty, but even the meaneſt of the people 

will beapt to contemn his inſtructions, 

whom they. perceive in few or no cir- 

cumſtances of life to excell them. If 

the Preacher's condition be nor, as well 

as his Pulpit, ſomewhat elevated above 

the loweſt ſtation, few will hear him, 

fewer mind his words, very few obey 

him. Job's Caſe deſerves well to be 

conſidered. While he flouriſhed in 

wealth and reputation, all men attend- 

ed to his counſell, and admired his 

diſcourſe, 'The *Princes ({ faith he) re- Job 29 9, 19; 

ſtained talking , and laid their hand on "13% 3+ 
K & 3 their 
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their moth - The Nobles held their peace, | 
and their tongne cleaved to the roof of || 
their month, When the ear heard me, | 
then it bleſſed me and when the ee 
Jaw me, it gave witneſs to me. Un 
me men gave ear, and waited, and kept 
ſilence at my counſel, After my word; 
they ſpake not again, and my - ſpeech droy- 
ped upon them, So officiouſly attentive 
were all men to Fob in his proſperity. 
But when the ſcale was turn'd, and he 
became depreſſed in eſtate, no man 
minded either him or his difcourſe ; 
_ - exceptitwere to deſpiſe and ſcorn both, 
Job 30. 7:9» But ow (ſaith he) they that are younger 
"Y then 1, have me in diriſfon, whoſe fathers 

I would have diſdained ts have ſet with 

the dogs of my flock, T1 am their ſong, 
nas. gea, 1 ams their by-word. They abhor me, 
ed ivenof by they fly fur from me, and ſpare not to 
own meigh- pit 1 my face: Becauſe he hath looſed 
_ L_ _ my cord, and affiited me. If Fob, a 
yy friends. perſon who ſo equally and moderately, 
6-39: 250 yea fo *humbly and courteouſly and 
bountifully uſed his proſperity, as we 

find he did, was notwithſtanding m 

his adverſity fo generally ſlighted and 

x abhorred; what ſhall their lot be, who 
never enjoyed thoſe advantages ? what 
regard ſhall their wholfome advice w— 

% | waat 
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ace, apltat efficacy their moſt -pathetical ex- 


-hortations obtain? what paſſion their 
'Rint breath raiſe in mens beriummed 
hearts? No more, certainly, then\their 
-mean condition ſhall procure among 
-men either of friendſhip or eſteem. 
We ſee therefore how AlmightyGod, 
that he might conciliate credit unto, 
.and infuſe a perſuaſive energy 1nto the 
words of his ' Prophets and Apoſtles, 
was pleaſed to digiifie them with ex- 
traordinary gifts of foretelling future 
events, and doing miraculous works ; 
their-Doftrine, it ſeems, (though of it 
ſelfmoſt reaſonable and plauſible, ) be- 
ing not ſufficient to convince the hea- 
rers, without ſome remarkable excel- 
lency m the Teachers, challenging the 
people's awful regard, and exciting 
their attention. Otherwiſe how piti- 
fully-ſcant a draught thoſe poor fiſhers 
of men had caught” by the common al- 
lurements only of innocent life, and ra- 
tional difcourlſe, I leave you to imagine. 
And where ſuch extraordinary - com- 
mendations are wanting, 1s 1t not rear 
ſonable that the need of them ſhould 
be ſupplied by ordinary and prabable 


Expedients? 
I might further add, how a neceſli; 
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rant : engages them in ſordid company, 


lity 3. and by maintenance of good Con- 


agood Miniſter. 
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tous and deſpicable eſtate doth com. | fit 
monly not onely diſturb the mindes, 
and deject the ſpirits of men 3 but dif- | c 
tempereth alſo their Souls, and viciateth 
their manners 3 rendring them not one- 
ly fad and anxious, flaviſh and timo- 
rous, but greedy alſo and covetous, 
peeviſh and mutinous, rude and igno- 


and tempts them to unworthy courſes, < 
From which one caufe, how ſcandalous 
effets, and how prejudicial to the 
Churche's both honour and ſafety, have 
proceeded, I need not for to ſay, ſince 


wotull experience too loudly proclaims 


It, 
I might adde more-over, that the 


Prieſts do confer to the good of the 


State. which is ſecured and advanced 
by the ſincere inſtrution of men in 
duties of Obedience, Juſtice, and Fide- 


ſcience among men. So that if things \ 
be rightly conſidered, it will be hard to |} 
find a- better Commonwealths-man,then 


Seeing therefore the good pf the 
Chureh, upon various accounts, 1s fo 
much concerned in the Prieſts encoy- 
ragement, welfare, and reſpe&; 'tisvery 

fitting 
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Sinn they ſhould have them. Which 
Conl1d 


eration I conclude with that feri- 
ous Admonition of the Apoſtle to the 


Hebrews; wherein the ſubſtance of what 


hath been ſpoken on this point is con- 


503 


tained : Obey your Rulers, (or Guides, ) Mb-13- 17: 


and ſubmit to them 5, for they watch for 


r Souls, as they that are to give an ac- 
count : that they may do it with joy, and 
not with complaint, for this is unprofi- 


table for you. *Atvarri\Nis © Tem + that wigerdZorme. 


is, for this pays no taxes, quits no ſcores, 
turns to no account, is n0-wiſe advan- 
tageows for you ;, but rather ( for there 
is a Mioſis in thoſe words) is hurtfull 
and detrimental to you. But farther, 


* III. Common Equity, and the Rea- 
ſon of the Caſe exadts, that Safety, com- 
petent Subſiſtence, and fitting reſpe& be 
allowed to the Prieſts. 1f you conſider 
their Perſonal qualities; who, I pray,do 
[commonly ] better deſerve thoſe ad- 
vantages then they? Thoſe qualities, I 
ſay, which reſult from a liberal, a ſober, 
a modeſt Education, in the Schools of 
Wiſedom, and under the influences of 
g00d Diſcipline. If Birth (that is, at beſt, 
an imaginary relation to the gallantry of 
an Anceſtour) entitle men to Honour 3 


it 


3f the cheap favours of Fortune be (6 
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highly prized and admired ; if Riches 
(thats, the happy reſults of induſtry in 
trivial matters) do eafily purchaſe re. 
ſpe& : what may they not pretend to, 
whoſeconſtant (and not always unſiic- 


. cesful) endeavour it hath been to de- 


V:4.Orig. con- 


 rraCell. [.3. 


Pa4g. 129. 


Mal. 1 


ſerve well, tocultivate their minds, and 
regulate their manners ? 

True worth indeed is not confined 
to any particular order of Men 3 yet I 
ſhould wrong none, by ſaying it is no- 
where more plentifully to be found 
thenin this. What 1s-it that doth ad- 
vance mens nature, that adorns their 
mimds, that commends their perſons to 
eſpecial regard ? Is it Knowledge ? The 
Prieſts lips preſerve 7t ; their Erowkk 
doth diffuſe it. Is it Vertue 2 Whence 
have more, or greater examples there- 
of proceeded then from them ? Is it 
Piety ? It is their proper buſineſs, it 
hath been always (in ſome meaſure) 
their care to promote it : That 1gno- 
rance and barbarity,diſfoluteneſs and ir- 
religion have not long ſince, like a de- 
luge, over-ſpread the face of the world, 
none, I ſuppoſe, will be ſo unjuſt, as to 
deny 1n greateſt part due to their vigi- 
lant endeavours. Even thoſe improve- 

= ments 
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ments of Wit and Eloquence, which are 
employed to their diſgrace and diſad- 
vantage, muſt be acknowledged origh- 
m derived from them. 

aults they havehad, and will always 
have; for they are Men, and ſubje& to 
the common imperfections of mortal 
nature : but that,perhaps, leſs and fewer 
then any other diſtin& ſort of men ; that 
as it is their duty, ſo ithath beep thar 
practice, to excell in Vertue 3 and that 
they have commonly in effect made 
good St. Ambroſe his words, Debet pre- 
ponderare vita ſacerdotis, ſicut preponderat 
zratia, were not dittcult to demonſtrate, 
if ſeemly to make companiſons, or to 
inſiſt upon fo invidiousa fubje&. Nor, 
were they greater then ever really they 
have been, or then ever malice could 
miſrepreſent them; ſhould it be there- 
fore equal, that the miſcarriage of ſome 
ſhould derogate from the reputation, or 
—_— the welfare of the whole Or- 

er ? 

But to wave this plea 3 conſider their 
Employment. Is there any office more 
laborious, more vexatious then theirs 3 
accompanied with more weariſome toil, 
more ſolicitous care, more tedious at- 


tendence? They are deſervedly called 
Watch- 
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Watchmen, being conſtrained to ſtand 
alwayes on the guard, to be alwayes 
wakefull, attentive, and ready to warn 
the People of approaching dangers : 
and Shepherds likwiſe, being forced to 
endure the various hardſhips of thatun- 
ealie life , the inconveniencies of all 
weathers, the nipping froſts, and ſivel- 
try heats, and all diverſities of irkſome 


travail; they muſt feed, they muſt guide, 


they muſt defend ; they muſt ſeek the 
loſt, and reduce the ſtraying Sheep. 
What affiduity of Study, what earneſt 
contention of Soul are they obliged to 
uſe, in the continual inſtruction, exhor- 
tation, and reprehenſion of the people z 


. In redtifying their judgments, ſatisfying 


their ſcruples, removing their prejudices, 
bearing their-infirmities, and ſympathi- 
zing with their afflictions > Tis they 
that are engaged with all their might to 
withſtand the prevailing encroachments 
of Iniquity, to ſtop the progreſs of per- 
nicious errours, to detect the falſe pre- - 
tences of Impoſtours, to confute the fal- 
laciesof Sophiſters, to repel the aſlaults 
of all Adverfaries to the Trath; yea, if 
need be, to expoſe not only their dear- 
eſt contents of life, but even their lives 
themſelves, in defence thereof. on; 
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Euſebivs reports thus of Maximinus, 
TS5 7 innAnynay xproiias moves, @s WTI Lib. VT. 
55 This xol&% Td Loyſtov Axroxornic, = 
vouptioFou Teo dfJa* He commanded that 
onely the Governours of the Church (that 
is, the Biſhops) ſhould be ſlaughtered, as 
the Anthours of the growth and prevalence 
of Evangelical DoFrine. Neither was it 
a ſingular practice of that bloudy Ty- 
rant, but as a thing of courſe it con- 
ſtantly follows, that where-ever Righ- 
teouſneſs and Truth are violently 1m- 
pugned , the Prieſts are ſure to taſte 
deepeſt of that bitter Cup 3 that their 
| Goods be in the firſt place ſequeſtred 
and ſpoiled , their Reputation ſtained, 
their Perſons miſuſed, their Lives facri- 
ficed to the Perſecutors outrageous ma- 
lice. 

Is it not reaſonable then, and equal, 
that they who, for the ſervice of God, 
and benefit of the Church, undergo 
ſach difficulties, and are objefted to fo 
great hazzards , ſhould be ſuſtained, 
ſhould be refreſhed by proportionable 
encouragements ? Is it not barbarous 
uſage , to expe ſo hard duties from 
them , to impoſe ſuch heavy burthens 
on them, and yet to grudge any ſutable 
comforts , any fatisfaftory rewards to 

them ? 


Po 


' Fid, Rom. I5. 


519 The "Twelfth Sermon. 

| them 2 Good King Hezekiab ſurely was 
| not ſo minded, of whom *tis ſaid, He 
commanded the people that dwelt in Je- 
ruſalers, to give the portion of the Prieſts 
and the Levites, that they mright be en- 
conraged in the Law of the Lard : thats, 
that they might be heartned to ſtudy, 
to teach, to perform the duties required 
of them by = Drvine Law, And Saint 
Paul thus rationally expoſtulates in the 
: Cor. 9:11: Prieſts behalf; bo ever goeth to war at 
his own charges e who planteth a wineyard, 
and eateth not of the fruit thereof £ or 
who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the 
oy milk. of the flock 2 If we have ſown unto 

30u ſpiritual things 5; is it a great thing, 

if we ſhall reap your carnal things? Is it 

a great thing £ do you think much of 

it? If you do, you are unreaſonable, 
you are unjuſt, you are ingrateful. And 
| x Theff, 5, 12, Otherwhere, he thus very emphatically 
- 13, admoniſhes ; We beſeech Jon, brethren, i0 
liver, Fanind them which labaur among you, and 
preſide over you in the Lord, and that 


2 Chron.z I:4, 


| | goon ll 
(rs. Aadmoniſh you; and to eſteem them more 

| xTim. $. 17. then exccedingly (we PERGDE 40ES) 11 love, 
for their work, (or, for their affce) ſake © 

(  tpyo! frequently ſignifies in fach 

caſes.) And againz Let the Elders ( or 

Priets, «i Tpopreps,) which rule well, 

: 
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he counted worthy of double honour : (or, 
of double recompence : ſo Twi alſo 1m- 

rts.) Prieſts are ſo,for their office ſake, 
= honour and reward due to them ; 
#- | which, __—_ the good manage- 
is, | ment of that , are proportionably 
y, | to be augmented and multplied. 
d But further yet, abſtratting from both 
t { their perſonal worth, and the merit of 
e | their ſervice, conſider their Condition 
; in this world, and ſee whether it doth 
not in equity challengeſome reaſonable 
proviſion to be made for them. Are 
they not, by the nature of their profeſ- 
ſion, ſecluded from all ordinary means 
of temporal advancement ? Be not thoſe 
uſual inlets of Wealth, the Court, the 
Camp, and the Exchange, ſhut upon 
them, yea barr'd againſt them, by thoſe 
inſuperable obſtacles of Law and Cu- 
{tom ? Can they grow rich by Trade, 
or famous by feats of Arms? May they 
plead for others ? 'tis well if they be al- 
lowed to do it for themſelves before 
equal judges. Yet are they not Men, 
endued with humane paſlions and re- 
ſentments? Are they not Citizens, par- 
taking in the common intereſts of the 
weal publick 2 Are they not ſenſible of 
the inconveniencies, and capable of en- 


joying 
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- joying the benefits of this life ? Are 
they 'not equally obliged, and would 
they not be glad, as well as others, to 
be'in a capacity to requite courteſies, 


to help relations, to gratifie friends, to 


relieve the poor, to expreſs teſpe&ively 
their humanity, and their gratitude ? 
Skill they not to uſe the goods of For- 
tune (or rather thegifts of Providence) 
with as much diſcretion, as much ſobri- 
ety,2s much honour, as others ? Com- 
pare things rightcouſly, and let Reaſon 
judge 3 let Experience be examined ; 
let thoſe eternal monuments of their 
Piety, their Charity, their Hofpitality, 
declare and teftifie. Shall, laſtly, the 
fruits of painful ſtudy, thermprovement 


of hopetul parts, the flower of vigorous ' 


age and ſtrength ſpent in the publick 
ſervice, tend only hither, to pur a 
man into a ſtate of ſtruggling with ex- 
tream contempt. and penury ? If this 
be not, whac, I pray you, is monſtrous 
1n1quity ? | 


Since therefore it appears (upon ſo 
many feveral ſcores) reaſonable, that 
Almighty God ſhould undertake the 
protection, and aflert the honour of his 
Prieſts; we may not only praiſe the 
| goodneſs, 


- 
tt 
ff 
c 
: 


has approve alfo the widen! 
of this promiſe z and by the contempla- 
tion thereof freagthen, our Faithinre- 
liance thereon which purpoſe one 
ty | Conſideration more may very muchcon- 
ly f duce, and withal may provoke our gra- 
2 e to celebrate his truth and faith- 
in making good, as well as his 
rw and wiſdom, in making this 
Promiſes vis. the conſidering how con« 
tinually hitherto God hath been pleaſed 
effetually to cleath his Prieſts with Sals. 
qeton, to provide abundantly for their 
lafety,their accommodarion,theirreſj 
in this World; and to deliverthem from 
the oppolite inconveniences. ., . 

If we refle& our thoughts on the firſt 
Agesof Chriſtianity, (not more diſmal 
for Suffering, then glorious for Piety,) 
tis admirable to ſee how* ſincerely and 
paſlionately the Chriſtian People did 
then love their Prieſts and Paſtors ; 
how hberally,out of their ſlender ſtock, 
and the ſhipwrecks of their ſpoiled for= 
tunes, they contributed to their main- 
tenance 3 what exceeding veneration 
they bore them ; with what incredible 
alacrity they ſubmitted to. the moſt ſe- 
verediſciplines injoined by themz how 
willingly they followed them, though, 

LI leading 
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leading intothe jaws of death and cruel 
torture : ſo that, -although it was then 
neceflary- for the Chriſtian Prieſts to 
undergo the greateſt hardſhips, accor- 
ding to the deflen of Chriſtian Religion; 
(which was tobe propagated,notby ter- 
ror of Power, nor-by politick'Artifice, 
but by the invincible Faith, Reſolution 
and Patience of the Profeſlors and Tea- 
chers thereof; ) yet never more may 
they have ſeemed to thrive and proſper, 
then in that juncture of time, when they 
enjoyed the univerſal-good-will andap- 
plauſe of good people, when they un- 
conſtrainedly embraced ' affliction for 
righteouſne(s-ſake, and acquired there- 
by the certain fruition of a more excel- 
lent Salvation. 

. But in the ſucceeding Times, when 
Chriſtianity, breaking out of the clouds 
of Perſecution, began to ſhine over all 
with brighteſt luſtre ; of the glories and 
happy fruits of that illuſtrious truumph 
none did partake more fully, than they, 
who had ſuſtained the hardeſt brunts of 
the foregoing conflict, and had been 
the principal cauſes of the ſucceſs. Then 
the joyful acclamations of the faithful 
People reſounded 1n the praiſe of their 
victorious Champions: Then did the 
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rors themſelves, with, arms out- : 
ſtretched,and heartsenlarged,with affec- 
' tion embrace the Authors of their 7 
py Converſion ; then all Laws prejudi-- 
cial to their welfare were reſcined, and 
new ones were ſ{ubſtinited, abundantly 


prleng for their ſecurity, honeſt live- 


pire onely, but in all other Nations 


(that afterward did entertain Chriſti-\ 


anity) were no-wiſe imparred,but, were 
rather ampliated and:fofrtified by the pi- 


ous. favour of Princes : The barbarous- | 
Goths,and Vandals, and Lombards, being 


no ſooner  endued with any; degree of: 
Civility, or any ſenſe of Religion, - then: 
Colleſſea with a. hearty reverence of 
their Biſhops, and Prieſts. 225 
And ever ſince, (which is not to 


imputed, as ſome rafhly, it not impiou-- 


ſly, averr, to the -prevalence of Antt-' 
chriſtian iniquity, but rather to-the- 
Providence of Divine Benignity ; ever 
ſince, I-ſay ) till the late Commotions 
and Alterations in Chriſtendom, /they: 
have been the Guardians of others-ſafe-- 
ty,not themſelves deprived of protecti- 
on ; have abounded-with Wealth, ra- 
ther than wanted ſuſtenance ; have = 

LI 32 tne 


,:and due reverence 3 which. in 
progreſs of time, not in the Rowan Em- 


51.5 e 
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the objects of Envy, more than-of Con- 
tempt. Princes have- loved and che- 
rTthed them, have rehed upon their ad- 


vice, and entruſted them with their 


higheſt concernments.” Nobles have not 
been aſham'd to yield them place. The 
Sacerdotal Robe hath been often dyed 
with Purple ; and the Sons of m 


Monarchs have not thought themiſelyes: 


degraded by entring into their Order 
And if in five particular places(before 
or ſince thoſe-C ) their condition 
hath not been ſd high and plentifu} ; 
= hath it been (almoſt ever)tolerable; 
A he Poo wy eranrt rey » and the 
e ng in 
gee vouch Fx ro 5g x1 choſ 
hurches ies till this day groan un- 
der the* oppreſſion: of Infidel Princes ; 
the Prieſts (by the free' permiſſion of 
thoſe Princes) retain: their Juriſdition 
jn 4 manner as great as ever; arid with- 
a]l:enjoy a [nAnEEENCE not altogethet 
inconliderable. 
 Sofavourable kitherto! hath God been 
unto hib Prieſts, ſo'faithfal' to his Pro- 
miſe:- which- doth: oblige us to thank 
him 3 which may encourage us to hope 
in himz' which may: arm us-with confi- 
+ __— the 2K at ul will of thoſe 
ke thi at 


_ 
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that wiſh, and againſt” the- pradtiery of 
thoſe that defipn que ruin 

'Fisrrne, them — 1s not affixed) 
to all. of time; -t0- partieula rities 
of eLarjgts all determinate circumſtan- 
ces o things. The Prieſts may now and) 
then, here and there; m-thisorthat ft 
fer highly : ; they thay be ejected, be 
plundred, be degraded, as: experience 
hath ſhewed us. ur they may bealſy? 
ſoon reftored, re-poſlefied, re-advanced, 
and (Thad almoſt ſaid) revengedtoo ; 
as the like experience- doth affure us, 
'Tis not impoſfible, I confe6, we: may 
relapſe into the ſame, or into! a more 
calamitous: eſtate ; the obſtinate diff. 
fetions of Men threaten it; and our 


own miſcarriages more dangerouſly ;: 


yet the moſt offenſive of theſe' (which! 
many honeſt Men diſlike,and'moſtMen- 


exclaim againſt) have been in as bitter 
terms complained of in almoſt the firſt 


Ages. © Inhiant poſſeſſionibus, predia+x--Sulp. Sev 
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&« colunt, auro incubant, queſtui per onmig : Libit, 643+ 


& ſtudent, faid a devout Writer of Ec- 


clefiaſtical Hiſtory about 1300 years a- 


go. And'ſomuch- no- Man ( withont 


Extream uncharitableneſ and falſhood )' 
can-in ſo- general terms impute to the 


On gy: notwithſtanding which, 


God 
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God did continue to vouchſafe-his pro- 
tection to them. They were ſometimes, 
(by the inundations of barbarous Peo- 
ple,) and we may again (by national 
concuſiions ) be [ſeverely chaſtiſed for 
our Faults : Yet were not they, nor 
ſhall we be ( at leaſt every-where, and 
for ever ) utterly reje&ted. God may 
viſit our Tranſgreſſions with the Rod, and 
our Iniquity with Stripes : Nevertheleſ; 
his loving-kindneſs will he not utterly take 


from ws, nor ſuffer his faithfulneſs to fail. 


Flis Covenant he will not break, nor alter 
the thing that is gone ont of his lips. God 
may for a time ,hide his Face from us ; 
but; he will not for ever turn his Back 


upon us: The honour of the Prieſthood. 


may fora while be overclouded in ſome 
part of the World; but ſhall never to- 
tally be eclipſed, nor ſwallowed up in 
a, perpetual Night, While God conti- 
nues his Reſfidencein S70r, and. defends 


- hisChurch againſt the gates of Hell, and 
powers of Darkneſs ; while Religion re- 


tains any. ſway in- the Hearts of Men, 
and .Truth -poſſeſſes any room upon 
Earth ; the Prieſts ſhall not be left de- 
ſtitute and naked, but everlaſtingly be 
cloathed with Salvation. Which that it 
may ('to the Glory of God, and Good 


of 
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of hisChurch) more ſurely come t6 paſs, 


let us convert this Promiſe into a Pray- 


ah _ ſay.,with Solongrn, Mow therefore 
ariſe, O th i he ya 


Gol lo hy Prieſts, O' Lord 


be rx a Saluation, and let 
ints rejoice in Goodneſs. Amen. 


THE END. 
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